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PREFACE. 


This List of Ancient ^Monuments in the Bihar and Orissa Province, it 
should he remarked, is confined to those monuments that have been notified 
as protected under the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act YII of 1904. 

It is not to be regarded as comprehending every ancient monument in 

the province ; for certain important monuments are definitely excluded from it, 
Noteworthy among these are the famous temples at Bhuvanesvar (all but one^ 
the llnja Rrmi), in respect of which it has not been possible to secure the 

owners’ consent to notification on terms that would allow of the Archaeological 
Department’s accepting responsibility for the maintenance of the monuments 
in a manner appropriate to their archcuological importance. 

Under the operation of the Reforms Act, “ Ai’chtcology ” has become a 
“ Central Subject ”, cliargeable to Imperial Revenues ; and with few and in- 
significant exceptions, all the monuments included in these pages are main- 
tained by the Archa'ological Department of the Ciovernment of India ; the 
excejitious being kept up by the Bihar and Orissa Ciovernment from provincial 
funds. 

Idle list is almost entirely the work of Maiilvi Muhammad Hamid Kurai^i, 
B.A., Offg. Superintendent of the Archamlogical Department in the Central 

Circle, It has been revised in consultation with myself, and I have been 
responsible for seeing it through the press. Though it is intended primarily 
for administrative purposes, it is hoped that tlie information it contains wilt 

prove of interest to the public. 

The items herein are arranged topographically in Administrative Divisions 
and Districts of Divisions, and are set out in no chronological order or archa?o- 
logical grouping. Those readers who may be interested in this latter form of 
arrangement will find a connected chronological description of the monuments 
of the llihai' and Drissa Rrovince in the chapter on Arclueology appearing in 
the Decennial Review of the province published in 1923, which was contributed 
by this Depai'tment. 

The lists have leceived the approval of the Bihar and Orissa Oovernment. 

J. A. lUHlE, 

Director (ict)cral 
of ArrlitioJoiiii in, India. 


Simla, 


J931. 
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b. — Situation. 

c. — Owner. 

d. — Class. 

The following classification of monuments has been laid down by the Gtovermnent of 
India, and they are so classified in the margins of the different lists of Anticjuariaii remains 
issued by the Archaiologioal Department, as well as in the various Progress Reports : — 

I. Those monuments which from their present condition or historical or aicliiBological 

value ought to be maintained in permanent good repair. 

II. Those monuments which it is now only possible or de.sirable to save from further 

decay by such minor measures as the eradication of vegetation, the exclusion 
t)f water from the walls, and the like. 

III. Those monuments which, from their advaiiced stage of decay or comparative 

unimportance, it is impossibh; or inmccessaTy to preserve. 

The monuments in classes I and II are further subdivided thus : — 

I ((() and 11 (n) — Tlomunents owned and maintained by (loverument. 

I (b) and II {b ) — Tronuments owned and maintained by private persons. 

I (c) and II (c) — ^Monuments owned by private persons but maintained by the owners 

and Government jointly or by tlie Govi'rnmeut exclusively. 

No comment is necessary upon class I. but in class II it will often be found necessary 
to carry out sutficient initial repairs over and aI>ove those specified, to put a building in 

such a state that those niinoi' measures will afterwards suffice to keep it in a tolerablv 

fair condition. 

Because a building is [)ut into class 111. on account of its very dilapidated condition, 
it does not follow that tliere should be any unseemly haste in converting it into road metal. 
It inav still be a momiineiit of interest as long as it keeps together. 

e. — Date. 

f. — Descrijitioii. 

g. — Inscri])ti( ns. 

h. — Condition. 

]. — Bibliogra])hieal refenmees. 

k.— fserial numbers oi [iliofo-neg.it ives of tlie luoiiuiueuf. stored in the otliee ol the Sujierin- 
teiident. Arelaeological Survey, Central Circle. Patna. 
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LIST OF ANCIENT MONUMENTS PROTECTED 
UNDER ACT VII OF 1 904 IN THE PRO- 
VINCE OF BIHAR AND ORISSA. 


TIRHUT DIVISION. 

CHAMPARAN DISTRICT. 

Chanki. 

No. 1. — (a) liuiiied fortress culled Clidiiklijai}/ or Jditk'Hjarlt ; 

(b) About mile east of the village of Ch<lnkl : (r) Eaiii Chhatar Kumar Devi of 
Ramnagar is the owner and Gopfd Glr 3Iahant of Chanki is the Birt-ddr, of the land on 
uhich the mound is situated ; (d) lie : (e) Uncertain ; but probably very old. 

(J) The mound is situated on elevated around, a short distance north of 
the road from Shiklirpore to Ramnagar, in tlie village UhankT, wliich is situated 

three to four miles 
north-west of Xarka- 
tiagaiij Railway Sta- 
tion on the B. & 
X. W. Ifailway. Tlte 
mound a 2 r 2 )ears as a 
hillock in the midst 
of the low-lving 
fields around it. It 
is about 90 feet 
high above the sur- 
rounding fields, ac- 
cording to Uunning- 
ham, and is com 2 ms- 
ed of large bricks 
measuring not 14 
inches syuare as mentioned by -Air. Garrick but only 12f inches sf 2 uare and 
to -I'l inches thick, and re.sembling the Alauryan bricks in te-\ture. In shape 
the mound roughly resembles the letter h reversed, the longer arm of the L 
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being formed by a lofty ridge running east to west. This ridge takes a turn 
to south at its eastern extremity and turns again to west until it slopes 
down to the level of the ground to the south of the shallow pool of water 
thus enclosed. On all four sides of the larger ridge are high massive walls of 
brick-in-niud rising perpendicularly above the accumulation of debris all 
around the base of the mound. The outer facing of these walls has 
suffered considerably from the action of the weather. The whole mound 
is so thickly covered with j ungle— chiefly hel trees and thorns— that a close 
examination of the ruins is practically impossible. Judging from the general 
appearance of the ruins, however, the larger ridge running east to west 
would seem to contain the remains of an oblong building constructed on a hi<fh 
platform, possibly with sloping sides — while the two smaller ridges probably 
mark the site of a gateway and a long approach to the main Imilding 
with broad flights of steps. 

A narrow winding path has been formed at the south-east angle of the 
larger ridge and the brickwork which has been exposed in several places, in 
the cutting of the path, is perfectly intact. The area on the flat top of the 
large ridge is almut 400 ft. by 1.50 ft., aiiproximately. and is considerablv greater 
than that on the top of the mound called the Nandangarh (Xo. 0). On the 
western extremity of the ridge can still be seen, on the flat top, edges of bricks 
in continuous straight lines, which miglit be taken as indicating traces of walls. 
About the middle of tlie ridge is a small square platform some 2 ft. high, wliich 
is worshipped as • Devi h'l af^thnu There is no image at the sthln, but a 
fair is held every year on the 9th of the dark fortnight of C’haitra 
(March-April), and is attended ])y large numl)ers of worshippers from the 
neighl)ourhood. 

Some forty years ago a Sub-Divisional Officer <»f Bettiah made some ex- 


cavations on the mound and di.scovered a cannon ball, an iron spike and some 
copper coins, but it is not known what became of tho.se anti(puties. 

The Champriran Oazetteer mentions that the mound is locallv known as 
JankTgarh because it is believed to have been the residence of the famous Baja 
Janaka oi Hindu mythology. But the villagers have no such tradition. C)n 


the other hand they say that tlie <i<ult is said to liave belonged to a Baja 
(whom the) sometime call Chanak) whose sister was married to the tiaja of 
Lauriy.a Xandangarh, 11 miles to .south, and that the two forts at ChankI 
and Lauriya w'ere so constructed that the princes could signal to each other 
by means of lights whenever they wdslied to do so. Jloreover llnja .Janak’s 
residence and capital is generally believed to have been situated at ' .Tanakpur 
where thousands of orthodo.x Hindus a.s.semble every year to pay homau-' t 
the Ib.ck-bow broken by llama on the occasion of his marriage with' "sita! 
.binak's daughter. It may also be remarked that the bricks of whicli'the 
mound at ('IclnkT is couptosed are exactly similar to the .Vsoka bricks found 
at Ramynirva and other ancient sites t.e., 12.', ins. lomc bv i 7 is tbicl- T j. ^ 

"'S'- ''...oiv .A,, 7;;::: 

the mound contains the remains of a nuhtary outpost (d' .Alauryan times 
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Mr. Carlleyle states tliat tlie mound is situated near, and to the west of 
the ancient road to Xepal from Vaisali via Kesariyii, Bettiah and Lauriya 
Nandangarh. 

{g) None on the surface ; {h) fair ; (j) C. S. R., XYI, 109-10 ; ditto. XXII, 50-51 ; A. S. R. 
E. C., (1902), 7 ; J. R. A. S., (1902), 157 ; Dist. Gazet., Champaran, 157-8 ; (k) 1772-1776, 
2143, 2144. 


Kesariya. 

No. 2. — (cf) Stupa known as Bdjd Bena kd Dear or Deom ; 

(b) A little over 2 miles to the S. W. of Kesariya thdna on the east of the road 
from Motihari to Chhapra ; (c) IMlr Badruddin and others of the village Lfila Chapra ; 
(d) lie; (e) Cunningham assigned the ui^per stupa to the period between 200 and 700 A.D. 
and the lower structure to the Lichhavis of t'ai^all. 


Mr. B. H. Hodgson in the J. A. S. B. 




(/) The earliest European notice of this monument appears to be that bv 

for 1835, altliough tliere is reason to 
believe that it was par- 
tially explored with nega- 
tive results by a Colonel 
Mackenzie of the Madras 
Engineers in 1814. The 
first detailed description 
was published l)y Cun- 
ningham in 1861. and 
from his Bejiort for the 
year 1801-62 we find that 
the ujipcr stupa, which 
was in a comparativelv 
better condition at that 
time, measured 08 ft. 

' • o ms. in diameter and 

51 ft. 6 ins. ill height, the large mound on which it is situated being 02 
feet high and 1.400 feet in circumference at the base. The facing of the stupa 
has disappeared ever}'where except in one or two places at the top on the 
south side, and the overhanging upper portions of the structure are now .sup- 
ported on some buttresses constructed around the stupa in 1911-12. Thus tdie 
dimensions given by General Cunningham cannot be checked. The lower mound 
is composed of solid brickwork; and Iroiu its relatively ruined condition General 
Cumiinghain concluded that it rcprcMnitcd the. niincil mass of a much older 
and larger structure, probably a stupa. The mound is thickly overgrown 
with jungle, which makes a close examination of the place practically impossible. 

Locallv the stupa is known as "Bdjd Bdna kd iJcnni ' and the tradition 
is that IM ja Bciia was a ChakravartI King gifted with supernatural powers and 
extremely generous towards his subjects, taking only a .sap or “ winnowing 
basket” of corn from each cultivator. One day. it is .said, he raised the 


ren- 
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tils, and ordered that everyone should give him a piece of gold ei[ual in size 
to a grain of barley. As a result of this, the king immediately lost his super- 
natural powers : and the lotus leaf {-p>nen kd pattn) which liad so far su])])orted 
his queen Kamalavati, when she u.sed to bathe (in the tank), gave way under lier as 
she was bathing on that day and she was drowned. The Kaja, when he came to 
know of the cause of his misfortune, built the deora and entombed himself 

and all the rest of his family alive in it, closing the entrance through his luagi- 

cal powers. The site of the ()ueen's palace is still pointed out in the shape 

of a mound called Eanivas, about half a mile to the north-east of the stfipa, 
and the tank in which she used to bathe is called the tfahgayya Pokhara, 
three (piarters of a mile to the east of the stupa. According to General Cun- 
ningham this tradition of a ChakravartI Paja preserves the story mentioned 
by the Cliinese Yuan Chwang. in whose " Travels ' we find it stated 

that nearly 20U li (/'.c., about 34 miles) north-west of Vai.srdl there was an 
ancient town which had been deserted for many ages and which possessed a 

stupa believed to ha^'e been erected over a place where Buddha in one of his 
former births had ap})eared as a L'hakmi'aiil lidjd or Univei’sal Monarch named 
j\lahddn'((. The old town of Kesariya is only about 30 miles from Bas'irh, 

the site of old Vaislli. But the site of the stupa, aeeoriling to (.'imningham, 
agrees with the description given by Buddha liimself of the place where a 

stu]»a over a Supreme Pailer should be erected. In speaking to Ananda. Buddha 

told liim that " for a ChakravartI Kaja they built tlie thdpo at a s])ot where 
four piiucipal loads meet.'" This description,'’ says General Cunningham, 
agrees most jirecisely witli Kesariya where, within a ([uarter of a mile of the 
stfqia, two high roads cross, one leading from Chapi’.'i to IMotlhari and the 
othei' from Patna to Bettiah and AYplI.” Dr. Bloch acce])ts the identification 
proposed by (feneiul Cunningham and adds that the stfipa probably belongs 

to the first centuries of the Christian era. 

As for the lower structure, General Cunningham considered it to be the 
ruin of a memorial stfipa Imilt bv the Lichhavis to mark the spot where 
they had t ikiui leave of tlu' Bmldha on bis way to the jilace of his XIrvdnu, 
and whero the ^Master had ])r(‘sented his alms-bowl to them as a memorial. 
Dr. Spooner apparently accepts this suggestion as correct, for in his conserva- 
tion note on Kesariya dated the Kith .January 1911, he states that the loAver 
sf nu t lire might go back to Mauryan or even to pre-.Alaurvan times. But. in 
lact.it is impossible to say anything about the e.vaet nature and agi* of the 
structure Imried in the niins until a thorough e.vaminat ion of the mound has 
been made. 

A euT'ious custom Is still observed bv the visitors to this monument which 
consists in walking round the stfijia five times and afterwards placing five bricks, 
or rather luickbats, in a jiile one above the otiier. Can it ha\'e an\' reference 
to the five SupiiMue Bulers [ ChakravartI I'ajas \i 

Ivxcavations made in l,St)l-<i2 in the mound called llanivas disclosed 
several small cells on the east side and a shrine (10 feet sipiare internallv) con- 
taining the bust r.f a colo.ssal figure of the Ifuddha, from wliicli it was inferred 
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that the mound really marked the site of a Buddhist monastery. Nineteen 
years later, when General Cunningham visited the site again in 1881, the 
Buddha statue had disappeared and all the bricks had been dug out. At 
present it is only an earthen mound about 200 feet square, covered with frag- 
ments of bricks. To south-west of the stupa is another small mound of brick, 
measuring about 120 feet by 60 feet. 

( 5 ) None ; (A) fair ; 0) C. S. E., I., 04 ; ditto, XVI, 16-19; A. S. R. E. C., {]902t 6; 
S. A. B., XIll, 253 ; Dist. Gazet., Champaran, 159-160 ; L. A. M. B., 378 ; (A) 737, 

2125. 2146. 


Lauriya Araraj. 

No. 3. — (n) Asoka Pillar, locally known a.s Lot/r or B/nm Sen kl Lathi ; 

(b) In survey plot No. 714. about a mile 8. W. of Lauriya Ararii], a large village situated 
some 16 miles west of tiotlluirl on the road to Gobiudgaiij tha ui ; (c) tlaharanl Jankl Kuniarl 
of Bettiah ; [d) Ic : (r) Reign of A^oka. 

( f) The pillar was first brought to the notice of scludars by l\Ir. Hodgson 
in 1835. It is a monolith of polished sandstone, 36 ft. 6 in. high, with a 

diameter of 41-8 ins. at the base and 37*6 
ins. at the top, according to Cunningham. 
This height given by Cunningham does 
not apparently include the rough-dressed 

and unpolished portion at the extreme 

base of the pillar, about 15 ins. of which 
is now exposed above ground. The 
circumference of the pillar is 11 ft. 3 ins. 
at the base and only 10 ft. 11 ins. at 
the junction of the polished and un- 
poli.shed ]n)rtions. The polished surface 
immediately almve the unpolished section 
of the shaft has peeled off up to a height 
ofabout3ft.. and the column is thickly 
dotted with numerous irregular scratches 
and small round holes of a dark colour, 
broking like shot holes and giving a some- 
what worm-eaten ajrpearance to the 
])illar. There !s no capital on or near 
the column but there must have been 
one originally. The pillar is now wor- 
shipjred as a phallic emblem on the 
13th of the dark half of each Hindu month and also on the occasion of 
im]rortant religious festivals. The village Lauriya derives its name from 
th(' ])iilar which is known as Laur (Skt. laguda - a stick) in the neighbourhood. 

((/) The first six of the jiillar edicts of Asoka, in well ])reserved and neatly 
engraved ( haracters, are divided into two columns by straight margins between, the 
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portion to the east containing 23 lines and that to the ivest IS lines. Ihe li^nglish 
translation of these edicts is given by 3Ir. A . A. Nmitli as follows : — ■ 

Edict I. 

The frincifles of Goi'er)i.me)it. 

Thus saith His Sacred and Gracious 3Iajesty the King : — 

^\'llen I had been consecrated twenty-six years, I caused this pious edict 
to be written. 

Both this world and the next are difficult to secure save by intense love- 
of the Law of Piety, intense self-examination, intense obedience, intense dread, 
intense effort. However, owing to my instructions, this yearning for the Law 
of Piety, this love of the Law from day to day, has grown and will grow. 

3fy agents, too, whether of high, low or middle rank, themselves conform 
to my teaching and lead others in the right way — fickle 2 ieo 2 )le must be led into 
the right way — and the Wardens of the 3Iarches act in like manner. For 
this is the rule — protection by the Law of Piety, regulation by that Law, felicity 
by that Law, and protection by that Law. 

Edict II. 

The liOtjal Ex(0)i]>le. 

Thus saith His Sacred and Gracious 3Iajesty the King : — 

The Law of Piety is excellent.” But wherein consists the Law of Piety ? 
In these things, to wit, little imifiety, many good deeds, compassion, liberality, 
tiuthfulness, and purity. 

The gift of spiritual insight I have given in manifold ways ; whilst on two- 
footed and four-footed beings, on birds and the denizens of the waters, I have 
conferred various favours — even unto the boon of life ; and manv other good 
deeds have I done. 

For this my purpose have I caused this pious edict to be written, that 
men may walk after its teaching, and that it may long endure ; and he who 
will follow its teaching will do well. 


Edict HI. 

Self-E.rfi)n i nation . 

Thus saith His Sacred and Gracious ^lajestv the King: — 

31an sees his every good deed, and says, “ This good deed have I done.” 
In no wise does he see his ill deed and .say, ‘This ill deed have I done 
this act called impiety.” 

Difficult, however, is self-examination of this kind. Xevertheless, a man 
.should see to tins, that brutality, cruelty, anger, pride, and jealousy, are the 
thimrs that lead to impiety, aud should .sav. Bv reason of these mav 1 not 
fall.- 
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This is chiefly to be seen to — '■ The one course avails me for the present 
world, the other course avails me also for the world to come.” 

Edict IV. 

The Powers and Duties of Commissioners, 

Thus saith His Sacred and Gracious Majesty the King : — 

When I had been consecrated twenty-six years I caused this pious edict ta 
be written. 

My Commissioners have been set over many hundred thousands of the 

people, and to them I have granted independence in the award of honours 
and penalties in order that the Commissioners confidently and fearlessly may 

perform their duties, bestow welfare and happiness on the people of the country, 
and confer favours upon them. 

They will ascertain the causes of happiness or unhappiness, and through 
the subordinate officials of the Law of Piety will exhort the people of the 

country so that they may gain both this world and the next. 

i\Iy Commissioners, too, are eager to serve me, while my Agents will obey 
my will and orders, and they too, on occasion, will give exhortations, where- 
by the Commissioners will be zealous to win my favour. 

For, just as a man, having made over his child to a skilful nurse, feels 
confident and says to himself, “ The skilful muse is zealous to take care of 
my chilcTs happiness,” even so my Commissioners have been created for the 

welfare and happiness of tlie country, with intent that fearlessly, confidently, 
and (piietly they may perform their duties. For that reason, my Commissioners 
have been granted independence in the award of honours and penalties. 

For in as much as it is desirable that there should bo uniformity in judicial 
proceduie, and uniformity in penalties, from this time forward my rule is this — 
“ To condemned men lying in prison under sentence of death a respite of three 
days is granted by me." 

During this interval the relatives of some of the condemned men will 
invite them to deep meditation, hoping to save tlieir lives, or, in order to lead 
to meditation him about to die, will themselves give alms with a view 
to the other world, or undergo fasting. For my desire is that, even in the 
time of their confinement, the condemned men may gain the next world, and 
that among the jieople pious practices of various kinds may grow, including 
self-control and distril)ution of alms. 


Edict V. 

Pc(jnl(itions rcstricli n<i slaufihhr and nnifilation of ani)nals. 

Thus saith llis tsacred and Gracious Majesty the King: — 

M hen 1 had lieen consecrated iwenty-six years the following species were 
declared exem])t from slaughter, namely : — 

Carrots, starlings, (?) adjutants. “ Drahmany ducks.” geese, nandJimil-has, 
gel'ltas, bats, (^ueen-ants, female tortoi.ses, ‘‘ boneless fish," redaregakas, (langfi- 


D 
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fuputahis, (?) skate, (river) tortoises, porcupines, tree-quirrels, (?) bdivsiiuja, 
stags, Bralimaiiy bulls,'’ (?) monkeys, rliiuoceroses, grey doves, village pigeons, 
and all four-footed animals whicli are not utilized or eaten. 

Slie-iroats, eves, and sovs. that is to sav, those either with vouns or in milk, 
are exempt from slaughter as veil as their offspring up to six months of age. 

The caponing of cocks must not be done. 

Chaff must not be burned along with the living things in it. 

Forests must not be burned, either for mischief, or ^o as to destroy living 
creatures. 

The living must not be fed vith the living. At each of the three seasonal 
full-moons, and at the full moon of the month Tishya (December — January), 
or three days in each case, namely, the fourteenth and hfteenth days of the 
first fortnight, and the first day of the secoml fortnight, as veil as on the fast 
davs throughout the year, fish is exempt from killing and may not be sold. 

On the same days, in elephant -preserves or fish-ponds no other classes of 
animals may be destroyed. 

f)u the eighth, fourteenth, and fifteenth days of each fortnight, as veil 
as on the Tishya aiul Punarvasn days, and festival days, the castration of bulls 
must not 1)6 performed, nor may lie-goats, rams, boars, and other animals 
liable to castration 1)6 castrated. 

On the 'fisliya and Punarvasn days, on the seasonal full-moon davs, and 
during the fortnights of the seasonal full-inoons the branding of horses and oxen 
must not be done. 

During the time up to the tventy-sixth anniversary of my consecration 
tventv-fivo jail deliveries have been effected. 


Edki VI. 

Till' iH'fi'Ssifii for <1 ih’fiinti’ creed. 

Thus saith Ilis fsacred aufl (iracions Jlajesty the King ; — 

When I had been cr)nsecrated tvelve years I caused this pious edict to 
1)6 vritten for the velfare and happiness of mankind, vith the intent that thev, 
giving up their old courses, might attain growth, in })iety. one way or another. 

Thus, aiming at the welfare and happiness of mankind. I devote mv atten- 
tion idike to my relatives, to ])ei'sons near, and to ])ersons afar off, if haply 
I nuiv guide some of them to Inpipiness. and to that end I make mv arrange- 
ments. 

In like manner I devote mv attention to all communities, bu' all denomina- 
tions are reverenced by me vith various forms of reverence. Nevertheless, 
personal adlnu-ence to one's own creed is the chief thing in mv o])iiuon. 

When ] had been consecrated Iventy-six years I caused this pious edict 
to be written. 

11. Besides the Asoka edicts the pillar also beai's a lev letters in shell- 
cliaracters and some modern scribblings bv visitors, one of which contiuns the 
jtame of '' lleuben Burrf)V. a distinguished nmthematician and astronomer 
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and one of tlie earliest members of tlie Asiatic Society of Bengal. It is dated 
in 1792, the year of Mr. Bnrrov’s death. 

(//) Excellwit. Tlie column is now enclosed in a circular iron fencing set in a cement 
base about 12'' liigli ; [j) C. S. R._, I, G7-S ; S. A. B., XIII, 254 ; L. A. M. B., 378; E. I., 
\ol. II. 245-2G0 ; Dist. Gazet.. l.'liamparan. ICo-Gl ; Sinitk. Asoka. 146-7 ; Smith. Edicts 
of Asoka. 26-32 ; (/.J 2147. 2148. 2149. 


Lauriya Nandangarh. 

No. 4. — («) Asoka Column locally known as Laur Bdbd or Bhlm Sen Jcl Lathi. 

(b) In plot Xo. 360 about halt a mile to the north-east of the village of Lauriva 
which is situated 1-3 miles noith-west of Bettiah ; (<) Private; (d) Ic ; (e) About 243-242 B.C. 

(/) The pillar is a monolith of highly polished sandstone surmounted by 
a lion capital. The shaft of the pillar, which is 32 ft. 9 ins. in height, diminishes 

from a Itase diameter of 35'5 ins. to a dia- 
meter of 20-2 ins. at the top. The circum- 
ference at the base, immediately above the 
modern plinth around the pillar, is 9 ft. 1 in. 
thus giving a base diameter of about 34-7 ins. 
The edges of the shaft have chipped off at 
the top ; and immediately below ihe bell 
capital tlierc is a circular depression on the 
north-east side of tlie shaft, whicli is supposed 
to have been made by a cannon-ball. 

The cap of the pillar is (i ft. 10 ins. high 
and consists of the familiar bell-.shaped 
capital of rerse])olitan style surmounted by 
a circular abacus supporting a life-size figure 
of a lion facing the east. The bell capital 
jirojects aliout 0 ins. on all sides from the 
shaft and the underside of the projecting 
}>ortion is relieved with a cable ornament 
and a i)cad-and-reel de.sign. while the bell 
itself i.s decorated witli conventional lotus 
petals. Above the bell is a cable necking, and tlie abacus, wliich is circular, 
is decorated with an artistic bas-relief reiiresenting a row of about a dozen 
Brahmaiiv geese all walking to left with lowered hca<ls as if in procession round 
the liirii above. The ends ol llic falling lotus petals and some of the geese 
on lh(' abiieus have di'^a])peared. 'riie lion is repre.scnted srjaat with mouth 
wide o])en and the tongue ju’otruding. its up])er jaw is missing and the right 
foie-paw ]iavtiallv damaged. But even as it is. it affords a noble example 
of scul]»tural art. " Oliserve the spirited vitality of the animal, the distended 
chest, the tense develojiinent of the musides. the swelling veins, the strong ^et of 
the cbiw's and the cris]i treatinimt of Ihe mane disposed in short pcheiuatic curls." 

tieneral ('tinuiiigham s As'-istant. 4ir. ( arlleyle. excavated round the base 
of the pillar in 1SS7 and found that about two feet of the smooth portion of 
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tlie jiillar was still embedded in tlie ground and that tlie rongli-dressed portion 
below, which continned down to a depth of 10 ft. below the surface, was nearly 
40 ins. in diameter and rested on a stone platform about 7 ft, 4 ins. square. Along 
the outer edge of this l)a.senicnt IMr. Carlleyle found some long ancient pieces 
of S('il timl)cr lying embedded close against tlie stone platform. At present 
the pillar is enclosed within a circular iron railing set in a pal'lri masonry 
plinth one foot high and about 12 feet in diameter. 

Tlie Lauriva iiillar is much more slender and consequently has a more 
graceful appearance than the pillar.s at Kollnul and Araraj. The mouldings 
and decorations are admiralth’ executed and the de.sigu and workmanshij) of 
the whole are lightly j^raised as di.s 2 )Ia}'ing both knowledge and jiower. Al- 
together the column is a much more jileasing monument than any of the other 
Asoka pillars in Tirhut. 

Tlie jiillars at Kolhua, Rampurva, Araraj and Lauriya Xandangarh are 
believed liy .some writers to have l>een set up by Asoka to mark the stages 
of his journey to Xepal, which he undertook in the 21st year of his reign 
for the purpose of visiting the holy places of Buddhism. But Dr. Bloch is of 
opinion that the chief reason why A.soka erected one of his pillars at Laurya 
Nandangarh ajijt^’ars to be that the funeral monuments (Xo. 5) near the column 
ju'obably contained remains of royal jiersouages, and, being objects of worship, 
attracted large gatherings of worshippers annually from long distances, so that 
in erecting a jiillar at Lauriva, A.soka obviously selected a most suitable spot 
for the ])romulgation of liis jirccejits. 

A fair is .still held at the jiillar on tlie 13th of the dark fortnight of Jf/oJuai 
(Xovembei' — Deceml»er) every year, when tlioii.sands of Tlindfis come from neigh- 
bouring tillages to pay liomage to Laxr Baba. 

(//) The first six of the ])illar edicts of .\soka coiTcs^ionding almost letter for letter 
with those on the Araraj ^nllar (No. 3). The inscrii>tion is divided into two columns 
witli a >tni',i’ht maruin between, the ])ortion on the east face containing 2.S lines and 
that on the west 21 . 

11. The pillai- stands cpiite clo.se to the road from Bettiah to Xejial and 
has com(M|uentlv been visiied Ijy numerous visitors, sonni of whom have in- 
scribed their names on it. Almo.st all ol these modern inscriptions are inci.sed 
below the lowe.-^t edict. Xoticeaide among them are ; — 

(i) A Per.sian inscrqition incised in Xasta'lh^ character.s. containing the 
ill'iliammadan Kalima in Xa-sld^ and : — 

l-yl *1— b ^bjl 

i.c.. Muhv-nd-Din iMuhammad Aurangzib Bad^ali 'Alamgii' GhazJ, 
year 1071. d'li(> dale in this inscri])lion corresponds to A.D. 

I(iti0-()1, vliieh was the 3rd year of the reign of the Emjreror 
.•\nrangzeb and the reerrni ajrpears to have been inscribed bv some 
zealou.s follower of Mir Jiimla's army which was tlam on its way 
back from Beng.il after tire rhdeat of Biiiiee iibujiT. This inscription 
is on the south face of the |)illar. 
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(ii) A Xagrl inscription on tlie iiortli face dated Samvat 1-566. Cliait 
had) 10:' The year in this inscription is equivalent to A.D. 1509. 
(hi) Another Xagri inscription, vhich refers to a petty Eoyal family, is 
vithont any date and reads “ Xripa Xarayana Snta, Xripa Amar 
Siihha, Vjjain " and '• Chliatiapati Suta Maha Siinha, Ujjain ” i.e., 

■■ King Amar Siiidia, the son of King Xarayana of Ujjain ” and 
Tlaha Siihha, son of Chliatiapati of Ujjain.” This inscription is 
engraved just above the Persian record. 

(iv) The oldest English inscription is Rn Burrow 1792,” 

{It) Excellent ; (j) L. A. M. B., 380 ; C. S. R.. I. G8-7-1 and pi. XXIII ; XYL 107-8 and 
pi. XXYII; XXIL fG-7 ; S. A. B., XIII. 25f-.55 ; A. S. E. E. C.. (1902). 5; (1905), 
11-15; E. I., II, 24.5-G9 ; I. A.. XYII. 303-07; XYIII. 1. 3. 105, 300; Mem. A. S. B., 
(190G), 3G2-371: ; 8mitli. Edicts of Asoka. 2G-32 ; Dist. Gazet., CTiamparan, lGl-2 ; {!:) 
356, 2150-53. 

No. 5. — («) Yedie Burial mounds locally known as BJiiffas ; 

(h) South, south-west and west of the Asoka Column (Xo. 4) ; (c) Bettiah Raj ; (d) Ic ; 
(e) A’edic period ; between 5<}0 and COO B.C. 

(/) The mounds are situated in the villages of Lauriya and Pakhri and are 
ranged in three rows of five each, varying in hciglit from 40 feet to about 

15 feet and even less. 
Tlie first row runs from 
east to west, the eastern- 
most mound in it being 
situated some 500 feet 
south of the Asoka col- 
umn (Xo. 4) noticed be- 
fore. Xear tlie western 
end of this row. and 
almost at right angles to 
it, are the other two 
rows running north to 
soutli, parallel to each 
other. The place of the 
fourth mound in tlie 
outer or western line of the north-south rows is occupied by a cluster of 5 
small mounds only a few feet in lieiglit and hardly distingui.sliable from the 
fields around them. Some of the nu)unds are over-grown with trees and low 
brushwood but the majority are mostly l)arren. They are more or less conical 
in sliajie at j)resent. though from the accumulation of clay around their bases, 
obviously washed from above, it is safe to a.ssume that originally they mav 
have presented a dilferent ap])earance. The material of which thev are con- 
structed is a yellow clay, which is (pute different from the gie\ soil of 
the surrounding fields and apj)ears to have been impt)rted from the bed of the 
Candak river at j)re.sent about lU miles distant. 



Fi<.. 5.— })unal Laiiiica Xaiulaiitrarli. 
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General Cumiingliam; who visited the site as early as 1801 . considered 

these harrows to be the sepulchral mounds ot the Indian Kings of pre- 

Buddhistic times, and suggested that they might rejnesent the 

or Chaityas (memorial graves) alluded to by the Buddha in a ([uestion 

addressed to his favourite disciple Ananda about the Viijjians. " Ananda,” 
he said. ” hast thou heard that the Vrijjians. whatever the number mav 
be of the Yrijjian Chaitiyani belonging to the Yrijjian (lulers). whether 

situated within or without (the city) they maintain, respect, reverence and 
make Cjft’erings to them and that they keej) up without diminution the 
ancient ott'erings. tlie ancient ob.servance.s and the ancient sacrifices riuhteou.slv 
made I " 

Some of the mounds had been opened Ijefore tmneral bunningham's visit, 
and we find in the Bengal Administration Eeport for 1868-9. para. 273. that 

one of them, the fourth from the north in the inner or eastern line of the 
A.-S. rows, had yielded "some leaden cofhns containing umisuallv long human 
skeletons. A " puncli-marked " silver coin of pre-Alexandrian date had been 
discovered by l\Iajor Bearse of the Madras Artillery; and l\lr. Lyiudi. the l)e])utv 
3Iag'istrate of l\lotihari (in 1861) had als(,) found, anumg the suj)erficial brick 

I'uins fiu one of tlie mounds, an imscribed Gupta .seal, the inscriptimi on the 
seal reading Atav/ja with a siyit^fika at the end of the name, the svmbol of 
dlnji'jiia aliove it and a tovRla to left. General Cunningham's own ()2)erations 
were some'udiat hastih’ conducted, but in one (d’ the monnds he found a fiuo'- 

ment ol a late retaining wall, constructed of 1.)rick‘.s measuiing 29.', inches lon» 
and lour inches thi( k. Later, in 1880-81, his Assistant, ]\fi’. Gariick. excavated 
seveial of the mounds including (.nie of the two largei’ ones to the south of 

the A.soka columu, which yielded a shallow earthen vase at a depth of 7 feet 
containing (i7 large coev/c.v. Besides these discovei'ies. .Mic .Moore, the 

well-known managei' cif the Jjauriya Farm, showed Dr. Bloch in 1992 seme 
co])per vessels, which had been dug uj), together with two ancient cop^jcr 
coins, trom one ot the mounds. The vessels were apparentlv of a recent 

date. One of these coins belonged to IMahmud ^ah of Jauupilr and had the 
date 847 A. 11. — 1443 A.l). : the other was very imu h worn and could not be 
identified. 

In l!)9.j. Dr. Bloch of the Arclneological Department made a survev of 
the whole site and opened 4 of the sepuhdir.d mounds, two of whicdi. IM and 
X in the attaidied plan, presented almo.st identical features. 'I'he clav of which 
the-e barrows are made was baind to l»e laid in horizontal laveis a h>w imdies 
thirk and extending. a])[)arenlly, right through the mounds with layers of 

straw and leaves between them. Time had nmdered it verv land and tomdi 
9'!' the most ])art. but it varied iu this respect in the seveial mounds and 
varied also in colour according to its depth below the siuface. The two mminds 
iM and X, whiih jin'sented almost identical features, are thi‘ second ami third 
from north in the western line of the X.-S. [•(•ws, Hme at a depth (d (i to 
12 feet from fhe top. and in tiie centre of each mound. Dr. Bloidi discovered 
a small deposit of burnt human lames, mi.xed up with idiarcoal. and a small 
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piece t)f gold leaf with the figure of a standing woman stamped upon it. The 
bones from mound i\[ also included a fragment of an upper human jaw 

about If, ins. in size. The teeth were missing but in the 
place of one of the frontal teeth there were two holes, 
one above the other, from which Dr. Bloch concluded 
that the person to whom the jaw belonged had died 
at a young age, while changing his or her teeth. At 
a little below the two depo.sits of bones Dr. Bloch came 
upon a long hollow shaft, 10 inches in diameter, and 
running right tlirough tlie centre of each mound, showing 
where an upright wooden post had once existed but had 
since lioen eaten away by white-ants. And lastlv, at 
the bottom of one of the two mounds (X), — for the other 
Flu. a,— Ki-uiv of Pnthivi (M) was given up — just at the dividing line between 
bun\T'\'uoim!'t ycllow day and the grey soil of the fields was 

Xaniiaiwarh. foiiud the stunip of tlie woocleii pillar itself in situ. 

This stiiiu]) was of sni wood and of considerable thickness, its circumference 
at the base t)eing 4 ft. 4 ins. Dr. Bloch excavated round the stump to a depth 
of ti ft. without getting to its end. 

I'he third mound oiumed by Dr. Bloch vas the first from the north in 

the eastern line of the north-south rows (B) ; but it yielded nothing of 
interest. Onlv a few animal Itoiies turned up here and tliere ; and a number 
of pieces of corroded iron Avere found in the centre Avliicli might conceiAuibly 
have formed i)arts of a wooden post, but no traces of Avood Avere found 

beloAV. not even the Ik'Uoav shaft, though the trench Avas sunk to the level 

of the surrounding fields. The fourth mound, (H), which is the third from 
the north in the eastern line of X.-S. roAvs, did not yield any relics or remains 
of a Avooden post. X"or were there any traces of straAV or leaA'es between the 
hiA'crs of cluA'. 

(Jne of tlie two gold leaA'es from the mounds i\l and X aaus stolen from 
Dr. Bloch's tent, together with the cash-box in which he had placed it. The 
other is now exhiliited in a show-case in the X\wv Hall of the Arclueological 
Section. Indian Museum, Calcutta. 

As regards the explanation of these discoA'cries, Dr. Bloch belieA'os that 
it is to be found in the ancient burial cu.stoins described iu the Sfifnis and 

PiiiijDijus which deal Avith the Indian ritual. '' Their rules,’’ he Avrites. ” huA’e 
been collected together and explained in Dr. Caland's well-knoAvn Avork Die 
AUindiscIwn Talcn mnl llestullmuis-fjchi'auche. According to this excellent publi- 
cation, the dis])osal of the dead in ancient India aa’us diA’ided into four separate 
acts, nz.— 

(1) Cremation. 

pi) Collecting the liones of the cremated person and deirositmg them in 
an mil [<islhi-suncli(tij<tiui). 

(3) lv\])iation {Sdutikafina). 

(t) Erection of the ftuieral monument (.huu.sd/m-c/u’C ; loslifu-cJtiti). 
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“ Tlie fourth act is optional only, and is done sometime after the bones 
have been deposited in the funeral urn and placed in the field under a tree. 
The urn is then taken out. and after the bones have been vashcd and several 
other ceremonies have been performed, they are placed upon the earth, the 
urn is broken and throvn aivay. and a funeral monument (^niasdna) is ei'pcted 
over the bones by piling up layers of bricks or clay (loshia). The height of 
such a grave geneially does not appear to have exceeded that of a human 
body and its shape was some form of a Cjuadrangle. But both Apastaiidja 
and Hiranyakesin also mention round siHascinas like the mounds under review. 

And in the A'edic Hymns we meet with certain verses which help us to under- 

stand the construction of the funeral mounds at Lauriyii.''’ 

“I refer especially to two verses in the 18th hymn of the 10th book of 

the Ivig-A'eda. the famous Funeral Litany of Ancient India. In verse 13 we 
read as follows : — 

F/ te .ntnbluiduni yrdlnvl I'li Ivaf jiaini/avi 
lohoh )iidadha)i dio ahum rixham 
Etdni sfin'njddt fham dhardydntn 
te'trd yantah sadand te winotd 

i.e. ‘ I raise the eaitli around tliee ; that I lay this lump of earth, should 

not do mo any harm.' 

‘ May the 7»di,es hold thin piUetr for thee, and may Ffoaff prepare a seat 
for thee in tlie other woild.’ 

“ I douljt if any one, in reading this ver.se of the Big- Veda, would not at 
once remember the con.stiuction of the mounds IM and X, as describerl above. 
They consist of layers of eaitli or clay, rai.sed around a wooden post or pillar, 
just as the funeral monuments referred to in the A'edic verse must have been. 
Indeed, while I was cairyiiig out the excavations at Lauriya, this passaop 
from the ^'eda occuned to me at once, and it is only with the help of this 
verse irom the Big-’Neda that 1 have been able to jirojicrly understand the 
re>ults of my diggings in the mounds i\l and X at Lauriya.'’ 

“ But the same Yedic hymn lielps us ahso a good deal further. IVc read in 
its 10th ver.se 


U [III sarpd didtaraiii, hhdiinth. etdih. 
{ riirydchosoih pi'ithirliii. siist'rdiit. 

Z. I'dd idi'ddd ijdralh' (Id I’sh i tjd lyite 
eshd trd jidid dlrrifer dpdsthdt. 


i.e. ('O to thy mother, this earth, the widely extending, verv gracious BiithivT ’ 
‘That maiden {i.e. Prithivl. the earth) .soft as wool to^'the pion.s, niay 
protect thee bom tlie almdi' of destruction.' ' ^ 

“ From this verse it becomes evident that we must look upon the two 
female figures lound with the bone deposits inside the mounds H and X as 
images of Prithirl, the Earth doddcs.s. to who.se tender care the dead l.odv had 
been entrusted to protect it against cot.tplete de.strttctiou (dirrit(o-dnd.thdt) as 
the ^cd,c poet e.xpresses bin, sell The .straw placed betwee.r’ the 
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layers of clay at Lauriya also reminds us of the bushels of grass that are 
put upon the sindiana . . . Whether the two mounds F and H — (which 

did not yield any relics or traces of wooden posts), served the same 
as the otlier two -31 and X is not quite clear. It is possible that they were 
erected as monuments of persons whose funeral urns could not be found This 
case is jn'ovided for in the ritual and it is prescribed that some earth should 
then be taken out fiajin the spot where the urn was supposed to have been 

deposited, and laid down instead of the bones. We niav also think of the 
rules referring to jiersons who died on a journey and whose bodies could not 
be found. It is. however, likewise possible that mounds F and H merely 
served some jntrpose in connexion with the ci’emation, which invariably was 
performed on tlie same place where the snutsa^a was put up later." 

The mounds are situated near the north bank of the Torkaha Xala and 

only about two-thirds of a mile to the south of another larger stream called 
the Sikraha Xadi. Evidently the ablutions connected with the cremation of 
corpses were performed on the banks of water channels, the ashes being after- 
wards dejiosited in the mounds close by. 

Dr. Bloch looked upon the burial mounds at Lauriya as the remains of 
some royal tombs similar to the cliaityas of the Vrijjis, 3Iallas, and other ancient 
clans of which we find mention made in the Buddhist literature. 

(cj) None ; [h) Good ; (;) C. S. E.. I. (iS-Tt ; S. E.. XVL fOt-d ; ditto. XXII. IT-t'.' ; 

B. A, E., (18G8-d). para. ifTd : A. 8. E.. (lUoi-Oo). ; A. S. E.. (l'.tuG-u7), : A. S. E. E. C., 

(l‘.)05), 11-15: Dist. Gazet.. tluuaparan. 103-60; J. E. >S.. { 1'.'02). 15t-5 : (/) 363, 3TU. 2154. 

No. 6. — («) The Xaudangarh mound. 

(b) 111 survey plot No. lUO of village 5Iarliia. about a mile to south of the Burial moumbs 
(No. 5) and nearly hall a mile to south-west of the village I.auriva : (<)Bi'ttiah Eaj ; (r/) lie: 
(f) Uiicei'taiu but [iroiiably very ancient. 



Fig. 7. — Xan laniL.i’ li mound. 

(f) d’lu' mound is about <S(> leel high and commands an extensive view over the 
well-wooded eountry on ewery side. It is cmnposed ol brieks. some of whiidi 
were found to measure 24 ins. by 1 2 ins. by 5l ins. liy ( 'unningham. ( )ne of these bricks 
is still lying at a well near the base ol the ruins to south-east, and measures 
22 ins. long now : but as two (d the .-ides aie bndten. its original dimensions 

n 
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cannot be ascertained with accuracy. Some .-f the more common bricks 
measure onlv 9 to 10 inches "wide and 2 to -i.j inches thick. Tiie top of 

the mound measures about 2.50 feet sciuare according to (leneral C'uuiiingliam 
and the whole mound occujiies an area of nearly 7 hiylias of land. 

i\rr. Y. A. Smith suggested the identity of the mound with the ' Ashes 
Stupa " in which the ashes of Buddha's funeral pyre were enshrined. Dr. 
Bloch, on the other hand, was inclined to believe that the mound contained le- 
mains of several buildings marking perhajis the site of an ancient citadel, and 
pointed out that the traces of a ditch were still visible around it. The area 

at the top of the mound appears to be rather too small for a fortress or a 
palace ; but remains of a ditch are certaiidy traceable, while immediatelv to 
the south of the mound is a vast undidating ai’ea of about -50 h’ifjlian covered 
with brick-bats and enclo.sed by what appears to be a low rampart. FToWever, 

it is impossible to attirm anytliiiig positively at jjresent. and in order 

to clear up this problem it will be nece.ssary to remove all the jungle on the 
mound and then to carry out .systematic e.xcavatimis on scientific lines. At 

ju'Csent the mound is so thickly covered with low jungle and trees that even 
its shape can not be made out. The only access to the small plateau at the 

to]) is by moans of a nariatw ])ath. which ha.s been cut through the jungle 

on the south side. 

IMr. Carlleyle, who e.xcavated at the top of the mound in 1880-Sl. found 
three chi I'fuilin at a de])th of .5 ft. t)elow the surface, oik' of which was inscrib('d. and 
the few letters that could be made out resembled the .-Vsoka characters in outline. 

The local tiadition about the //m7/ is that tin* sistei' of Baja ('lianak. who 
lived at ( 'liaiikigarh. 11 miles to the north, was maij-ied in L.uiriva and the 
'ite ot her dwelling is called Xandangarh because she was tIk' iKnnhtu (/.e. 
//a//m'/=husband s sister) of the Bilja's consort. 

.\nothei' ti’.iditmu gi^'en l)y (ieneral Cuiminglmm and known onh' to the 

literate in the village, is that Xhmdangarh was the residence of Baja Fttanpada, 
king of Ib'ahinavaita, who was iIm‘ .son of .Maim Svavambhuva, the son of 
Brahma and progenitor of mankind. Here, however, tradition seems to be in 
the wi’ong. for Ifi'almiavarta is situated at JJithur. about 10 mih's fi'oin Cawn- 
]) 0 ie m the United Bi’ovinces. and there we can still traci' the remains of a 
niineil fortress on the liank of the (fanges. Some vears ago that foit I'l'ss was par- 
tially e.xplored and yielded some ])re-hi^toric implements of <-op])er and bronzt' 
some of which are now preserved in the faicknow ami Calcutta .Musinmis. 


'7) 
3.5-17 ; 
jora n 
21.56. 


Xone : (/p Thickly covcri'd witli jungle aiiil trees : (/)('. .S, ]{.. J. 68-71 : X5T lo] ■ XXII 
I!.. (I'i06-(i7), nil; .\ S, If. K ('.. (I'.io-j). .s,; (ino.-,). II; (hi/.et. ’ ( ham- 

l62-n:'); .1. I!. A. s.. (inogj. l.t:; ; .VudelSdU s Catiildgue. 1, J 12 ; Jl, ; (/j .-'ys eiyy 


Rampurva. 

Xo. 7 . (^/) .\.soka, l^illai' kmowii as y-/.d//o. 

(/;) Less than h.ilt ,i mile to \ve-,t of l!am])urvri. .in dlix-ure village situ.ited ahdiit 
soutli-west ot (f iunrdia .statkm d,, the H. w X. W. It.uKv.i v ; (, ) I'nv.ite • {,!) 1,- ■ (, ) 

R.C. 


two mile.s 
Circ.i 213 
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(/) The colunm. whieli i.s a monolith ol highly polished grey sandstone, 
does not appear to have been alluded to by the Chinese pilgrims. When 

discovered by Mr. Carl- 
leyle in 1877 only the 
upper portion of the bell 
capital of the column 
was visible. The rest of 
the pillar was lying bur- 
ied in a morass where 
it had fallen and re- 
mained in that condi- 
tion until 1907. when 
under the orders of the 
Director (Teneral of Arch- 
cpology in India exca- 
vations were carried out 
around it liy Mr. Daya 
Ham Srdini. The lower 
Fic. s. — A>oka iiilUrs, Rampiirva. end i>f the pillar was 

found buried in the sandy clay at a (lej)th of about lb ieet below the ground 
level, resting edge-wi.se on a stone slab 7 ft. 9 ins. square and 1 ft. 9 ins. thick. 
In 1913, the pillar was. with great dithculty. removed from the swamp in 

which it had been lying and placed horizontally on a brick platform on the 
top of a small earthen mound some 209 yards to south of its oiigiual 

position. A small brick shed has since been 

erected over the central portion for the protection 
of the inscription, which is i-ut all round the 

circumference of the shaft. Excluding the large 
tenon at the top. the shaft measures 44 ft. lof ins. 
in leusth ; but the ]Milished portion is only 3(i ft. 
long ; while tlie thickne.ss of the shaft is 3 ft. at the 
to]) and 4 ft. 1 ins. at the lower extremity. 

'I'he tenon at the to]) of the ])illar is 2.1 ins. high 
and 2 ft. 1.’. ins. in diameter. In the centre of the 
tenon is a circuhn hole 4,1 iirs. in diameter and 
13 im. deep. Thi^ hole was intended to hold the 
lo\\('r lialf ol a barrel-, ''ha])cd l)olt ol co])p(M' with 
wliich the (a])ital of the pillar was origiuallv 
ia>tencd. The bolt (which is now ])re'crvcd in 
the Indian Iluseiun, Calcutta) i^; a solid ])i(He ot 
})Uie cop|)er 24.1 inches in length and 4j ms. in 
(lianu'ter at tlie centre ; it tajiers slightly towards 
tln'cnds (wiieie its diameter is .31; ins.) ami w.is 
bt'autifullv fitted into the stone without anv 




'J. - idt*D t't jull.ti. 

ila!n|iui \.l 'unw 111 ^lu' mil. 


(anm'Ut. (Mi 
some ( urious 


till' bod\- ol tin* l)olt are incised 
mark,-, two of w inch cati be ea.sih 

1 ’ 



18 


LIST OF ANCIENT MONUMENTS PROTECTED UNDER ACT VII UF I'JDlr 


recognised as the so-called taurine " and the "three arched Cliaitya " syniliols. 
The holt is 79;1 lbs. in weight and the fact that it is made ot coppei'. and 
not of iron, shows that, even in the age of Asoka. Indians -were well-acr|uaint(‘d 
ivith the destructive projierties of iron when used as a fastening for ^tones. 

The cap which once ornamented the pillar was discovered hv i\Ir. Day a 
riam SrdinT near the shaft and is now placed in the Indian iMineum. It is just 
a little more than 7 ft. in height including the lion figure, and is exactlv 
similar to the one surmounting the column at Lauriva Xandangarh (Xo. t). 

(g) About the middle of the shaft is a well-preserved inscription of Asoka 
divided into two portions. The eastern portion consists of 20 lines and re- 
presents the first four of the famous pillar Edicts issued by A^oka in the 26th 
year after his consecration ; the other ^lortion, comprising 15 lines, contains the 
fifth and the sixth edicts. The inscription corresponds almost letter for letter 
with those on the Lauriya pillars and it is probable, as Dr. B thler conjectured, 
that the three versions -were either engraved according to the same manuscript 
or at least cojiied from three manuscripts written out by the same official. 

II. Some modern scribblings representing crude figures of peacocks and other 
birds on the shaft and on the tenon at the top. 

Ill) r.xcrpt that the edges at tile e.Ytieiiie base of the pillar have chipped oli’. 

(/) L. A. M. B.. dso: ('. s. R.. XVI. 110-117 and pi. XXVHI ; XXII. 51-57 ; A. S. R.. (l!)02-0;3), 
.38-10; (1607-08). 181.88: A. S. R. K. (A. (1002), 5; (1006-07). 16: (lOlo-ll). 36; (1012-]:3), 36; 
Dist. Gazet.. (.haiiijaian. 173-17.1; (/) 736. lOd-J. 1026. 


No. 8. -{a) Bi'okcu pillar ol buff-grey .sandstone with iMaiirvau jiolish. 

(/)) .'S,.ine 10 f.'.T to the ea't of Xo. 7. out>ide the brick shed ; (e) Rrivate : (d) le ; (c) Muurvan. 
(/) Glosc to Xbi. 7 is the sliaft of another Mauryau pillar broken into two 
large and .several small [)ieces, all of which. tog<‘th(‘r with the Iju'I Gajiital 

lef'erred to below, were brought tr» light by 
t li(‘ f'xcavat ions carried out by .Mr. Dava Jiam 
SillinT in 10O7-OS around the lower jiortion 
of the pilhir. which rvas in si/ii. ft is 43 ft. 



4 i n s. 

in length with 

a di 

aineter (d 44 ineh(*s 

at the exti'eine base and 25 inches at the 

t op. 

The 'owe!' SI 

‘ct io]i, 

which nieasiires 

25 ft 

in length. 

ineluding the rough un- 

p(dish< 

■d poition (S 

it.) at the bott(un. was. 

until 

I!)I3. st.inding 

/)/ .' 

://>/ some 5(1 cards 

to th( 

■ south-w<‘st of 

the 

mound on which 

it is 

now phieed. 

Tin 

‘ upper portion i.s 

1 S ft 

. 4 ins. long. 

and 

wa.s unearthed near 

the ■ 

^tiiinp lefeired 

to 

a bo\'e. 1 1 is com- 

plet i‘ 

at the ujipei’ 

end, 

where may still be 

seen ; 

1 >oeket hole ; 

:lhout 

5l ins. in dianadi r 


Fic Id. — fill!! ( a|)it'i] f)f A-oka f nluniD, 
lirunjdiivri (riDA in Iri'li.in Miivarn, 
( ‘aV’iitta). 


,ind It iiadics in dejith intendeil to hold t!ie 
inet.il bolt with whiidi the caiiital must Icn'e 
been tasteue<l. 
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The capital of the pillar is <5 ft. 9 ins. high and consists of the usual bell 
surniounted by a circular, ornate abacus sup 2 )orting an almost life-size 
figure of a bull, 4 ft. high. The bell is somewhat damaged but the rest of the 
cajiital is well jireserved. The abacus is adorned with a beautiful honey-suckle 
design. 

The cajiital is now exhibited in the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 

The overthrow of the column was brought about, not by some zealous 
followers of Mir Jumla's army as suggested in the District Gazetteer, but in 
all likelihood by some natural calamity siuh as inundation, earthf[uake or 
lightning at a verv early date. This is borne out bv the fact that the broken 
shaft and the i-ajiital of the pillar weie actually found lying on the original 
brick pavement laid around tlie foot of tlie jnllar at the time of its erection. 

((j) Large pieces of stone Lave chipped otf about the middle of the shaft and the inscription, 
if there was any. has been lost ; (h) Broken ; (y) L. .4. 41. B.. olSO ; A. d. K., (11)02-03), 38-40 ; A. S. 
E., (1007-08), 181-188; A. S. K. E. C.. (1002), 5-0 ; (1012-13), 30; Smith's Edict^, 20-32 and 
Smith's Asoka, 1-17 ; (/()lb20. 



, 
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Sagar. 

No. 9.— («) Sagardih. locally known as Bhi.sa or Sagargally. 

(b) Some three miles from Bij)!;!. on the B. A X. \V. Eaihvay. and on the west >;f the road 
from I’iprii to Kesariya ; (i ) Faqir Sher '.\!i ; (<J) III ; (< ) Late medifeval. 

(/) From the accounts ot the trial excavations r-arried out by General 
Cunningham in 1880. we fiml that the mound contained the ruins of an ancient 

■'tu])a 22 fi'-et in dia- 

! meter built on the toji 

i of a 2 uived terrace, which 

was 20 feet high above 
the ground and 175 ieet 
in (lianu'ter and a])pear- 
ed lo be the i-emains of 
a much oldiM' and larger 
'ti'ucture. The lower 

portion of the U])'|ier 
-.tupa was. according to 
Cunningham. adorned 

I'n.. 1 1. - Slup.i iniMinil. t turn Sae.ii Uili. Will) tWo biatad bauds 

of bold mouldings, the U]p)ei’ one of whicli was su^ittorted on dentils or brackets. 
Ahoc'e this the wall was divided into 14 hues by ])lain (lilasters • while the 
dotin', wliiidi had been lost. a})])eaied to hav(' been bleed with In'aders atid 

stretchers, the latter measuring 14 ins. in letigtlt. The bricks used in the 
construction of the Ujuier stfipa measured 15 ins. hv 8.1 ins.by2| ins. ; thost' in the 
lower platform 17 1 ins. by <).( ims. by iiis. In the shaft which Cunningham 
sank down the centre of the slfijia notliing was found to indicate the date, 
but he judged trom its general ajipearance, as well as from the relative jiro- 

portions of height and diameter, that it must have been a Media'val builditig. 
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proOably of the 9th or lOtli century A. I). Ife did not attciii])t to fix tlic 
date of the lower structure. Init concluded from the di.scover\' of the root^ (.>f 
a palm tree embedded in its brickwork that it must be several centuries ohh'r. 

At the 2 jresent time, however,, the Sagar Bhisd is nothing but a mound 
of earth and brickbats completely overgrown with loftv trees and low pumle 
growth. Xo traces of the buildings mentioned by (.'unningham can lie observed 
and to judge from its outward appearance it is highlv probable that the imuui- 
nient has been divested of all structural features, 

d'he mound is attributed to Sagara. the Solar hero. But I do not think 
the builder of this monument can be the same Sagara as the well-known ancestor of 
Rama ; foi' the cajiital of his race was at Avodhva in the United 
Provinces, The mound is about 2.5 to ;l(t feet high, with a circular base 
of nearly 1.50 feet in diameter, and has been used as a ([uarrv for bricks until 
very recent times. 

U) XoiKW (/-) Bad : (i) L. A. .\i. B. 3sij ; C. S. R.. XVf, 10— -J ? and i.Iatrs \T and Vfl : 
.V. S. R. E. t'.. (inoej, (j . t'ii.imiiaiaii. 17-5 — 0: (/.) 170-5. 

MUZAFFARPUR DISTRICT. 

Basarh. 

No. 10.— {a) Pvaja Bisfd ka Uarh. 

{!)) Xeai Basarh cr Banya Basarh. a village some 'I'l milt-.- scuth-west oE .Muzallaipur ; (() A 
laiar minilicr of petty zauiindais of Basarh and the neiehlaniring villages; (7) III ; (e) Tlie re- 
mains hidden in the site aie of ditTerent dates ranging hetweeii a tew centuries before the Christian 
era and the late IMediaival period. 

(/) d he sifc ot Id finrh is bcliet't-d fo represent the renutins 

of the fort or palace of Vai-stdl. tlie ancient eapital ot the Lichhavi.s and espe- 



F rc. 1-. — lli-.il k.T 2 -itfi. fl.i'-’irK. 
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tially IciniDUb in Ijiuidhist history as the scene of the Second Buddhist Synod, 
and <dso as the place where Buddha announced his approaching Xin'd>m. It 
IS a large, brick-covered mound of oblong shape, slightly less than a inde in 
circmiderence. The longer sides run from north to south, about 1,700 feet, 
and the shorter ones from east to avest, about 800 feet, while the average 
Jteight ot the ruins is some 8 feet above the surrounding fields. (Originally 
tlie place was surrounded by a ditch, now largely silted up and almost entirely 
under cultivatioti. (.leneral Cunningham gives the width of the ditch as 
200 feet ; but at present its width is not more than 125 ft. About the middle 
of the south side (d the there is a broad embankment across the ditch 

which, apparentlv, marks the site of a high road leading to the fort. The 
site was partiallv e.vamined by General Cunningham in 1881 in the hope of 
finding some portions of the masonry ramjiarts of the fort, but )io traces of 
any walls were disclosed. However, ho di.scovered (1) a square copper coin 
cast in a mould and showing an elephant, tree and other symbols in relief and 
(2) an inkstand of burnt clay relieved with a large IriiFdu and bearing a short 
inscription reading Sn Vidamturt (probably the name of the owner) in Gipita 
cliaracters. 

In 1904, Dr. Bloch of the Arclucological Department made e.vcavations 
at 8 different points on this ancient site. Some of his trendies e.xtended over 

several liuudred feet in 
each direction, and re- 
mains of masonry build- 
ings were revealed at 
almost every place. 

Some of the walls were 
found only a few feet 
below the surface and 
pi'obablv belonged to 
the Muhammadan 

times. Others, which 

were found at a depth 
of about five feet, reach- 
ing generally as far 
down as 9 or 10 feet, 
were looked upon by 
ti*', 1 . 1 . n.ijii Uii L'.ch, v.it jut-. Ilr Blotdi as the re- 

mains of ruiueil buildings .seen ly Yuan Ghwang in the 7th century, though 
tliere was cN'idimce (ot seals, etc.) to prove that they went back to at least 1100 
A.l). it not to still earlier times. These remains rejm'sented the foundations of 
<dd buildings. In jilan tlit'y were olten very ina'gular and the rooms and chambers 
weie remarkably .small in size. The floors, which were to be seen in a lew 
rooms only, wei'c <d' coucr('t(’ with a layer of bihdv's ; the di.scoverv of a large 
number of earthen tiles indicated that the hou.ses must have been roofed with 
this material and tin' tops ot the roots crowned with piunach's. All the build- 
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ings were purely secular in character and no remains ol tem])le■^ were found 
— a miniature stone figure of (hinesa l>eing the only religious carving lirought 
to light. Ashes and small fragtnent.s of hurnt wood were di-covm'cd on all 
sides shovdng that the jilace laid prol)al>l\' heen sacked and plundered in later 
times. The minor antiquities unearthed hv Dr. Bloch included, among other 
things, a nunilier of terracotta figures of inferior teclmirpie. some stone talilets 
relieved with floral and geometrical designs, a copper tripod, a disli of the 
same metal, and a few pieces of potterv. But the most interesting find made 

at the excavations consisted of some 720 pieces of clay bearing impre'sions 
of more than 1.100 seals. Almo'-t all of tliese seals were discovered in a single 
small room, which was. in all prohahilitv. used for the deposit of refuse, as 
they were found mixed up with l)i'oken jiottery. bones, burnt rice, ashes and 

other rubbi.sh. They were originally attached to letters or other documents 
and beloiuied some to officials and some to private jiersoiis. generalh' bankers, 
merchants and traders, manv of whom were members of mercantile aiiilds. 

I\[orcover, they were entirely secular with the (‘xceptiou of one bearing the 
mark of a //Vg/u with a //'A'c/u on each side, which was taken to be the sign 
ol a temple. All thes(> seals l)elong(‘d to about the 4th or .)th centuiw A.D. 

and the ancient name of Tirhut. '' 'JTralihukhti." occurred on two of them. 

But though ])i'. Bloch had found a maze of walls, he hail not been able 
to discover any traces (‘ither of the masonry ramjiarts of the fo)-t oi’ of the 

1h»yal J’alace. Me had 
not, however, gone deeper 
than 10 Ol' 12 feet any- 
where except in the 3 
small wells which he 
louiLfl close to each other. 
It was consequeutl V 
decided in 1912 that Dr. 
Spooner. thmi Su|)ei'in- 
tendent of Ardiwolooical 
Siir\-ey in the F.astein Cir- 
cle. should carry out e.xca- 
^'ations at Basaih on a 
more e.xtensn'c scale and 
tr_\' to .>oh'o. one wav or tiie ot hm'. the (piestion of the ])alace Iniildings and 
fort w.db ol \’aibl'i. and to ascei-taiii at the same tim(‘ whether or not the 
.site could be ascribed to ])re-(bipta tinaw with certainty. Dr. Spoonei' startl'd 
hi' work in the sprimi of 1912; and a-, almost all the walls expioed bv the 
late l)r. Bloch had been removed by the \-illager.'> during the inter\-enine' \'ears. 
he decided to e.xploie the lower level- in t he.-e idd trenidies. A consiih'rable 

area was thu- cleareil down to a depth of from Ki to IS feet : but below 

thi- joint the subsoil water prevented liirlher de(‘|»ening. Abundant e\-idence 

of human occiiji.ition, -iich a- fr.igments of jxittery. etc., was ri'covered •• even 
when one tliimt ones arm a- lar down a- jio.—ihle through the siilisoil water 


1 ^ 1 " 

•iii' IliA 
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in tlie small trial pits that were sunk here and there — all showing clearly 
that vii'gin soil had not yet heen reached ' . It was in one of these trial pita 
that Dr. Sjaioner recovered a fragment of dressed sandstone showing that mag- 
nificent pt)lished .surface which is associated with the sculpture of Asoka's time. 

But generally speaking the lower leA'els were disappointing. Xo monu- 
mental remains of any remote antiquity were found underneath Dr. Bloch’s 
diggings with the exception of a round well and a few walls of no apparent 
importance near it. Several large square bricks " of an antiquity manifestly 
greater than that of any of the walls exposed “ and large numbers of seals 
and pieces of pottery were. howeA'er, discovered, a few of the seals being as- 
cribable to about the 3rd century B.C. Seals and a few coins and some well- 
preserved terracottas were, indeed, the only important finds of the season's work. 

Dr. Spooner also made a last attempt to find some traces of the enclosing 
walls of the fortress and also of the Royal Palace of ancient Vaisali. for which 
both Cunningham and Bloch had hunted in vain. But he succeeded no better 
than his predecessors and this third attempt to recover the ramparts of Vaisali 
was also a failure. On this point, therefore, Dr. Spooner came to the con- 
clusion that the only protection provided for the fortress was probably an 
embankment or wall composed of the sand and earth thrown out in digging 
the surrounding moat. Xor were any traces found of the palace. However, as 
Dr. Spooner's e.xamination of the northern portion of the fort, where he believed 
the palace buildings were probalily situated, was only a partial one and excava- 
tions were not carried down to a depth of more than 8 ft. below the surface, 
it is (piite possible that important remains of the palace may yet be found 
either below Dr. Spooner'.s diggings or in some other portion of the site. 

The most important finds made by Dr. Spooner were, as has been stated 
above, aliout 250 inscriljed clay .seals found in all portions of the site and at 
all depths from just below the surface to a depth of 18 ft. With the exception 
of a few ofiicial seals the collection consists of private seals bearing the names 
of individuals or guilds of merchants, traders and bankers. Almost everv one 
of the seals, whether ofiicial or private, bears one or more symbols or devices 
besides the iiiscription. On ofiicial seals the design most commonh’ found is 
a figure of the goddess Lakshml standing on a full-blown lotus with two ele- 
phants pouring water over her. In some cases she is attended bv two dwarfish 
male figures with large bellies who might be taken as representations of Ki(bera 
the god of riches. On the .seals of the guilds of bankers Kithera is repre.sented 
holding a curious hemispherical object in his hands or pouring wold coins out 
of a money-bag. I'he seals of private individuals have a varietv of devices such 
as a pair of human feet, a flower pot with i-onches. a shield, wheel, kala.sa, 

crescent. s(tnkha. svastikd. tree. etc., or ,<01110 animal or bird such as a boar (pro- 
bably representing the VaiTihavatara), a peacock, bull, horse, lion and the like. 

A few of the more important of these seals are brietiv described below ; - 

(1) () seals- 4 found by Dr. Bloch (Xos. (i3. 8!). 101, and 129) and two 

by Dr. Spooner (Xos. 007 and 051)— bearing repre.sentations of the Persian 
fire-altar. Dr. Bloch's .sjiecimens are all inscribed, but the best preserved 


F 
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is Xo. 101 on which the fire-altar is very distinct and the inscription reads 
“ Ttavidasa — the slave of the Sun The inscription on Xo. 607 of Dr. Spooner’s 

^collection reads — Bhagvata Jdttijasya The fire-altar is also quite distinct 
on this specimen. According to Dr. Spooner these seals exhibit Iranian (iMagian) 
influence and he thinks that seal Xo. 607 evidently belongs to some temple 
sacred to the divinity ” of the Blessed Sun ” as worshipped by Indians of 
Magian descent (perhaps i^akadwlpi Brahmans)— for, he argues, if it had been 
merely a Hindu temple to that luminary, this form of altar would not have 
occurred. The seals belong to the Early Gupta period. 

(2) Seal Xo. 800. The device on this seal is a kaktsa with one flower, 
and two tiny crescents to left and right just above the shoulders of the jar. 
The legend, which is in 3 lines, is engraved in characters of the Haurvan period 
and runs as follows : — 

Ve Sd l> a nu 
Ta kil re 
Saw yd »a ka 

The first and the third liue.s are in larger lettem than is the second. Dr. Spooner 
therefore reads 'li-. — 'YesdU Anusawydnaka Takdre” and explains it as: — 
’(’he A'ai.srdI Patrol, Takara (outpost)." 

(3) A well-cut stone matri.x which is also ascribed by Dr. Spooner to the 
iMauryan epoch. It bears a taurine and a private individuars name reading 
Sujdtarshasa. 

(4) A seal (Xo. 191) with an animated figure of Xiisiiiiha— (pcr/^op.y the 
oldest In India) seated on an altar with the left knee bent and the right 
foot resting on a long stool. The in.scription is damaged. Gujita. 

(.5) A magnificent large official .■^eal (Xo. 200), belonging to the “ .Minister 
of the Crown Prince ". Gujita. 

(6) Seal (Xo. 162). bearing the figure of a u'inyed lion standing to right. 
Xo legend. Only example of a winged lion. 

(7) Seal Xf). 159. It bears an interesting representation of a hemi.spherical 
stupa with clear ijidications of a railing around the base and a S([uare box- 
like receptacle or railing at the toj) dec<uated with long waving streamers 
.sweej)iug down to right aiid left. Xo legend. 

(8) Seal Xo. 211, showing a human figure jmssibly in the act of skijiping 
with a rope ! Legend effaced. Found 3 ft. (i ins. below surface. 

(9) Xo. 248. A most important seal bearing as device a bull, faciim 
standing in the centre with the legend in a continuous circle around the eeXe. 
Professors Bapson and ^’eni.s read the legend as follows : — 

Bdjnu wahdkshatra jHisya 
s rd ni >-Had ras > ni has ya 
duhita Rdjnd Mahdkashat rapa- 
sya svdnil Radrasenasya. 
hhaymyd inahddevyd, 

Prubhadamdyd {h) ” 
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i.e. “ (The seal) of the great Queen Prablmdania, sister of the king, the 
Mahakshatrapa, svami Rudrasena, and daughter of the king, the Mahakshatrajia, 
svami Rudrasiiiiha 

The few important finds besides the seals were (1) an admirably modelled 
terracotta head, (2) some terracotta plaques, one of which bears a winged human 
figure indicating foreign influence, and (3) a dozen copper and silver coins — 
three of which are apparently of the punch-marked type. 

The discovery from Basarh of older seals and terracottas as well as of 
the punch-marked coins and the fragment of stone with Mauryau polish — all 
of which can. with more or less precision, be ascribed to about the 3rd century 
B.C. — is conclusive proof of the place having been in occupation during the 
Mauryan period. iMore sulistantial proofs would have been forthcoming had not 
the subsoil water prevented further deepening of the excavations below 18 feet. 

The coins and almost all the terracottas and other minor aiitiipiities re- 
covered at Basarh by Dr. Spooner have now been transferred to the Patna 
Museum on loan from the Government of India, tliose discovered by Dr. Bloch 
having been previously deposited in the Indian IMuseum, Galcutta. A list of 
the coins is given below ; — 


Serial Xc. 

-Metal. 

Type. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 

1 

-E 

Bunch-marked 

Sun .... 

Indistinct symbol 

2 

-E 

Do. . 

Indistinct 

Ditto. 

3 

-E 

Do. . 

! 

Do. ... 

Ditto. 

1 

.E 

Cast coin (circular) 

Elephant to 1 

Ujjain symbol. 

5 

-E 

Kanishka 

King standing at altar to 

1. 

Wind God running to 1. 

6 

AH 

’Alaud-Dln . 


.... 

7 

AR 

Ditto 

1 .... 

1 


8 

-E 

Ibrahim Shall. Sultan 

— 


0-11 

. 1 , 

Three coins . 



12 

AR 

One coin supplied by the 

Collector of MuzatTarpur 

District. 


At the south-west angle of the <i(trh stands a small shrine of modern con- 
struction known as the Vefdvatesvara temple. It contains brass figures of Rama 
Sita, Lakshamana, Parsurama, Sfirya. and Lakshml and twelve small sdlagrams 
— all of modern date. 1’here are .several other temples outside the fort area, 
some of them containing old images. 

((/) Non(‘ on siirfart* : (//) with the exeejUion of a few hlijhns iif land near tlie modern Venka- 
tesvara temple tlie area (mclosed within the ramparts of tlie fori has not been cultivated. But 

r 2 
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almost all the walls ex^josed during the recent excavations have disappeared, so that one only 
sees large irregular pits here and there. (/) L. A. M. B., 396-402 : C. S. K.. L .5.3-5(S : XVI, 
6-12 and 89-91 : A. 8. K. (1903-04). 73. 81-122 and pi. XXXIII ; (1913-14), 98-18.") and ])Iates 
XI-L : A. S. K. E. C. (1902). 8 : (1904), 17-20 ; (1911-12), 43-52 ; Dist. Gazet. Muzati'arpur, 138-41 ; 
Aln-i-Akbarl (Gladwin). II. 198: J. A. S. B., (18-35), 128; A. G. I,. 443-46: (A) 203. 2046, 
21.57. 21-58. 

No. 11. — (o) Ruined brick stupa with Muhammadan tomb.s on the top. 

(b) Al)out three hundred yards to the south-west of Raja Bisal ka uarh (Xo. 10) ; (c) A family 
of Dluhammadan farprs : (d) II c : (c) The stupa probably belongs to the Buddhist period : the 
oldest tomb to the end of the l-oth century A.D. 

(/) The mound is a solid mass of brickwork and stands 23 ft. 8 ins. high above 

the field.s (Cunningham). 
The diameter at the 
base of the mound is 
about 140 feet. On 
the south side is a 
long flight of steps 
leading to the summit 
of the mound. Xo 
complete bricks are 
visible ; but some of 
tho.se used in the steps 
measure 2^- ins. thick 
and nearly 9 ins. in 

1- Id. 1.).- .’I'diiili (if Shall O-I/.m (III tile tup Ilf a i-tupa innuinl, Ranrirli. idth. 

The top of the mound has been levelled up tor the reception of Muham- 
madan tombs, the largest and the most important of which is known as MTranji 
kl IJargilh. but really contains the relics of a well-known saint of this country 
named ^aildi Muhammad <)rizin. The full name of the saint was Shaikh 

iMuhammad Faizulhlh (huzin Shuttari ilm f^IzT T'la ibn QazI 'Alam ibn 
<.^azi .Janulluddin ilm 'All ibn Sulaiman dm Salrihuddln ibn Isma'il ilm Tmfim 
IMuhanmiad haiph. '1 he last nami'd was one ol the earliest (Muslim missionaiies 
in India and is generally known as Taj FaqTh among his numerous descend- 
ants. lie is believed to have wrested .Manor from the local Hindu chief 

sometime about .576 A. H.==11S0 A. I). and to have left three of his 

sons, named Isia ll. iMua'Il and 'Abdul 'Az'Tz. to jiropagate Islam in this countrv 
while he him.self went back to Mecca, whence he had come and where his 
grave is still shown. 

The eldest and the youngest brothers worked on this side of the Camms 
\<'hile the second son Isma’il took uium him.self the task of preaching the Truth 
in the provinces lying on the other ),ide of the river. Of the descendants of 

Israil, the eldest .son of Iniani .Muhaniinad Fa<ph, the best known are Makhdum 
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Sliarfuddiii Biliaii. Qiizi Yahyii and Shall Daulat Maneri ; of the des- 
cendants of the second son. Isma'tl, the most famous was Shaili Qazin of 
Banyfi Basaih : and of tlie descendants of the third son, ’Abdul ’Aziz, the most 
renowned was Sulaiman Langar-Zamin of Kako in the Ctaya District. Shaikli 
Qazin was born at Maner on the 7tli of Zil Hijja 838 A.H.=1434 A.D. and 
died on the 24th of Shawwiil 901 A.H.=1495 A.D.^ He is said to have tra- 
velled all the way to Handil in Central India to become a disciple of ^ailA 
’Abdullah ^uttari and soon became one of his best Kh alifas. He is the grand- 
flr of Shah Huhammad Ghauth. one of the greatest saints of India, who is 
buried at tlwalior. 

ShaiMi Qazin had several sons. The eldest, Makhdiim Shaikh Uwais, is 

said to have been killed by the Hindiis for attempting to build a moscpie 

at Basarli - -probably the same one the ruins of which are seen on the stupa 

mound. Another son, named Abul Path, is buried in Tangol, near Hiiiipur, 
on the bank of the Gandak. Diwan ^iili ’Ali, the saint of Jandaha. was a 
grandson of ^aikh Qazin. ^ 

The tomb is surrounded by high brick walls on all sides and is approached 
by a long flight of steps on the south. An annual fair is held at the tomb 

on the 9th of the dark fortnight of Chaifro, when thousands of people assemble 

to pay homage to the saint, and offerings of sweetmeats {nxilJda) are made 

at the shrine. As the occurrence of this fair is regulated by the solar reckon- 
ing of the Hindus. General Cunningham concluded that the festival must have 
been e.stablished long before the time of the saint. This seems to be perfectly 
reasonable. But when the General proceeds to connect the festival with some 
celebration in honour of the Buddha or of one of his disciples, simply because 

the fair is held beside the ruined stupa, it is difficult to agree with his views. 

Almost all the fairs in this part of the country are held either on the 9th 

of Chaitm, Avhich is the birthday of Kama, or on the 13th of At/a]ia>i, which 

was the date of his marriage with Sita. The cult of Yaishnavism has un- 
doubtedlv been verv strong in 'rirhut. and it ap])ears that the saint, who 
was a [Muslim missionary, used to take advantage of the annual gathering 
for preaching the law of Islam to the people. The fact, however, that ever 

since his appearance in this country the fair has been held at his residence 
and burial-place cvould indicate that he must have been a very celebrated 

preacher. 

Two ornamental stone })illars of medueval date were found in excavating 
near the foot of the mound sometime before General Cunningham's visit to 
the place in 18 () 1 . 

To the east of the tomb are the ruins of a small mos([ue. About 8 h7(jhas 
of land are attached to the tomb. 


* The phrase “ Qurh-i-Huq " (lie obtailieil access to God) civos the date of the !.aint'.s death. 

= The writer i.s indebted for all thi.s infoniiatiim to JIanUis E'jar, Hasan Khrm and Rcy.az Hasan j^an of 
Raardpur m the Mu/.affarpur Bi.strict niembers of one of the ino.st rospeetahle families of Muhammadans in the 
Provinee and worthy de.seendants of ^aikh tJSrin of BasTirh and of Imam Muhammad Faqih. On their mother's 
side thev lan count Sultan Husain ^^fdi of Ifeiioal amongst their ancestors. 
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(g) Xone ; (h) Tlie stupa and tombs are not in a good condition: bricks are still dug out 
for repairing the stairs, etc. The immediate vicinity is extremely dirty; (/) L. A. i\I. B.. lOO ; 
C. 8. E., I.. .j 7 ; XA I. HI; A. 8. E. E. C., (IHOt). l.j : Dist. Gazet,. Muzalfarpur. ES'.i ; J. 
A. 8. B,. (1835). 128-31 ; Riyaz., 41-45 : Aina. 91-H2 ; jyljazlna. II. 332 and 351: llukhbiru-l- 
IWisillii. 107-108 ; 14 : Ma'athir-uI-Uniara, IT. 580-83 ; (/.•) 2:38. 2048. 

Kolhua. 

No. 12. — {a) Asoka Column, locally known as Bhlm Sen Av Lathi. 

(h) Inside the lujuse of B;lba Xaram Das Bairagl. at Kolhua. a sniaii village situated some 
two miles to the north-west of Ram Bisdl Ld Garh (Xo. 10) : (c) Baba Xarain Das holds the land 
as a hnt from R<u Jang Bahadur and others of Bakhra : (d) le ; (e) Mauryan. 

(/) The pillar i.s situated on the .southern half of a large mound .some 
C or 7 feet high alrove the surrounding fields and measuring nearlv 1,000 ft. 

from north to .south by about 600 ft. from 
east to west (Cunningham). 'The mound is 
entirely under cultivation now : but it is be- 
lieved to Iiave originally formed a siibui-b of 
the ancient city of Vai.sali the remains of 
which are described bv Yuan Cliwang as having 
occupied an area of 10 or 12 .srpiare miles. The 
pillar is a monolith of highly polished sand- 
stone surmounted by a bell-shaped capital 
supporting a life-size figure of a lion facing 
the north. The .shaft i.s 21 ft. 9 ins. high above 
the pre.sent ground level of the courtvard 
where it stands, but a considerable portion 
has sunk underground. Ceneral Cunningham 
excavated around it to a depth of 14 ft. below 
the level of the c()urtvard without reaching 
the ba.se or even the rough unpolished por- 
tions towards the bottom of the pillar, fie 
found, however, a few short records in shell- 
Fic. 16. — Asoka Cnhimii, Koihii.i. cliaractei' engraved on the undergi'ound ]mrtion 
of the ])ilhu', from which he concluded that at least another 4 or .3 feet still 
existed in the subsoil. He also lound the column to be some 4 or 5 

imlies out of pluml) and leaning westward. I'he shaft of the column, 36 ft. 
in height, tapers uniformly from a diameter of 49'8 inches at the water 

ho'el to 38’7 inches at the to]> (( 'uuningham). 

I’he ca]) of the pillar i.s of the familiar bell shape. 2 ft. 10 ins. high, surmounted 
by a plain aliacus which siuves as the jiedestal of a lion. 4 ft. 6 ins. in Inu’idit^ 
seated on its hind legs with mouth half o])en as if snarling and with the 

tongue slightly protruding. Below the conventional lotus decorating the bell 
are a bead-and-reel design and a fine cable ornament. Above it is a heavy 
cable necking .separating the bell from the abacus, which is (piite plain and 
oblong in shape. Tin; abacu.s is formed in two steps, the lower one beiim 
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smaller than the upper, and is about a foot in height. The lion, which faces 
the north, is perfectly preserved, but its style is somewhat stiff and the fore- 
legs are apparently a little too short. The edges of the shaft have chipped 
off at the top just below the capital. The total height of the pillar is a 
little more than 30 ft. above the surface of the courtyard. An octagonal 
masonry plinth has been recently constructed around the base of the pillar 

and the circumference of the .shaft immediately above the plinth is exactly 

12 ft. 

The pillar is sometimes spoken of as the Bakra (or Bakhra) column, pro- 
bably because it was thus described by Mr. Stephenson, who was the first 
to bring it to the notice of scholars in 1835. But it would be more appro- 
priate to call it after the name of the village within whose limits it stands 

viz. Kolhua, which, by the way, is suggestive of the ancient Kollago, a suburb 
of Vaisali connected with the birth of Mahavira, the founder or rather the 
developer, of Jainism and a contemporary of the Buddha. The village (Kolhua), 
hoAvever, is not frecj[uented by the Jains. 

The line of pillars in the Champaran and Muzaffarpur districts — at Rilm- 
purva, Lauriva Araraj. Lauriyil Nandangarh and Kolhua, evidently marks the 
course of the ancient royal highway from Pataliputra to the Nepal valley and 
mav have been erected for the edification of travellers along the high road* 
But it has also been suggested that these pillars mark the stages of the Royal 
journey to Neprd which A.soka undertook in the 21st year of his reign in order 
to visit some of the holy places of Buddhism. 

About 50 feet to the south of the column (outside the house) is a small 
tank, called Rama Kund, which has been identified by Cunningham with the 
ancient Markata-hrada or IMonkcy Tank ”, said to have been dug by a colony 
of monkeys for the use of the Buddha. Dr. Bloch described the tank in 1903 
as ■■ ancient brick-faced”, but the brick facing is now all covered with mud, 
though there is little dou1)t that it must have mea.sured about 200 ft. bv 
125 ft. 

►Some 20 yards to the north of the pillar, in front of the Baira gi Baba's 
house, there is a ruined stupa at present only 15 feet high with a diameter 

of about 05 ft. at the ba.se. It is believed to have lieen erected l)v .Vsnka. The 

bricks used in its construction measure 12 ins. bv 9] ins. by 21. ins. Mr. Stephenson, 
who visited the monuments in 18.35 A.l).. mentions that the centre of the 
stupa was excavated (about 1805 A.D.) by a doctor who was residing at 

JIuzaffarpur. and that nothing was found inside. On the top of the stupa is 

a modern brick temjile. ap]>roached by a long flight of steps on the east 
enshrining a well- 2 )reserved mediawal image of Buddha .seated in the 
aparsa-nvidfd under the Bodhi tree and wearing a high crown, necklaces and 
ear ornaments. It is a well known type exceedingly common among the Bud- 
dhist statues of the Bala time in Bihar and fre((uently met with in the Cava 
District. The relief measures 4 ft. 4 ins. by 2 ft. 5 ins. imduding the jiedestal : but 
the image is not life size as asserted by Cunuingham. On both sides of 
Buddha's head are similar seated figures wearing crown and ornaments. Their 
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hands, however, are held in the attitude of prayer. Below each of these snialler 
figures is an inscription of 2 lines containing the Buddhist creed forniula, and 
on the pedestal of the j^i'hit-ipal image is the following inscription in Xagarl 
characters. 

L. 1. 'pramra-ntnhaijfih((jju)j{)»ah liaranila Ucliltahah 

{=Utsdhci.s>ja) Mdn[i]kya-sutasi/a. 

L. 2. Yad-atra fiinyam tad^/jliai-ati'^dchary-o'pddhijdya-mdtdpitror-dtma- 
nad-cha purvvanyamadi [At] 

L. 3. ti'd sakaUi satva-rd.-^er-anuttara-jnaiidvdptaijditi." 


T innslation . 

Tliis is the pious gift of the great follower of the Mahayana system 
called Uchhriha, (or Utsaha), the writer and the son of iManikya. Whatever 
merit there may be in it let it be for the attainment of unequalled blLss for 

all the .sentient beings beginning with the preceptor, the prie.st, the parents 
and himself." 

dhe statue was dug out from one of the adjoining fields north of the 
stfqia, where extensive brick remains exist below the surface. 

{y) There is no ancient inscription on the pillar, but General Cunningham, 
who excavated around it in 18G0-C1 right down to the water level, noticed 
a few short records on the shaft in the .so-called shell-characters. Excava- 
tions were also made by Dr. Bloch in 1903, to ascertain if any inscription 
existed but nothing was found. The whole surface of the pillar is, however, 
disfigured uj) to a height of about 15 ft. with numerous rude scnbblings by 

modern visitors mo.st of which are either in English or in Nagarl— some of 
the latter consisting of two or more lines but none apparently inore than two 
or three hundred years old. The earliest of the English records read G. H. 
Barlow, 1780 ” and Reuben Burrow 1792.” Rudely delineated human and 
animal figures and .symbols such as scales, wheels, )tundipad(in, etc. are also 
engraved. 

(h) (lood ; l)ut tlu- poli.shcrl surfaci- of the lower portion of the pillar, to a height of two 

to three feet above the present plinth, has peeled off all round the .shaft. The north and east 

side.s of the |)illar have been affected most by weather and are ijuite black. (\] L. A. M. B. 
39(1; (.'. 8 B.. I. .79-(13: A. 8. H.. (1903-01) 83-8 i : Di.st. Gazet. Muzatfarpur, 141-42; I. A., XVH 
flH.SHj, 3(.>3-7 ; XVIII (1889). 1. lO-l. 300; Smith, Asoka. 117-118: (/,) Xos. 24(3. 1790. 2152, 

2153. 


sAran district. 

Manjhi. 

No. 1.3. (u) Hemaiiis of ancient fort. 

(t) 8outh-we,st of Mahjhi village, a railway station (on the B. k X. W. Railway) some twelve 
ndle- north-west of Cha[)ra ; (e) Bfibu RAjA Ram of Tatna and Jrahant RAm I'artAb Gir, RAra. 
Charitan LAIl and others of .MAt'ijlil: (-7) He; (r) Probably Gupta. 
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(f) Tlie remains at iManjln are buried in a very large and lofty mound 
roughly elli]Hi(al in shape with a well defined upper edge of substan- 
tial width due, appa- 
rently, to the presence 
of some buried circum- 
vallation around it, 
thus justifying the 
popular designation of 
the place as a (farh or 
fortress. Xor is the ex- 
istence of the surround- 
ing rampart open to 
any real donbt. since 
a cutting into the 
mound which the villa- 
gers made some years 

ago in an attempt to 

irrigate its upper levels,, 
disclosed a narrow but 
fairly lofty bit of solid masonry in tlie north-west portion of the mound which 
has every appearance of being a bit of the original rampart wall. It is not known 
how far down this masonry may go ; but from the level where it was first met 
with by the villagers, it ri.ses .some eight feet or more and leads to a right 
angle turning, or projecting bay. of which a length of about 10 feet is now 

visible. The walls are built with a slight batter, sloping inward as they rise, 

and the bricks of which they are constructed measure 18 ins. by 10 ins. by 3 ins. 
being apparently of (lupta date. Other cuttings atid wafer channels in the mound 
disclo.se abundant brick debris and masses of potsherds, besides several frag- 
ments of walls. The upper surface of the mound, within the circuit of the 

raised edge, slopes gently towards the i-entre. giving the whole somewhat the 

appearance of an ancient crater. Koughly the area enclosed within the ramparts 
measures about 1,0.50 feet east to west by alxuit 1.400 feet north t() soutli 

and the whole of this area is completely under cultivation. 

.Tudging from the considerable width of the raised edge it would appear 
that the fortification walls were further strengthened with earthen ramjiarts 
both inside and outside, the earth dug out from the surroiindiim ditch beino' 
employed for the juirpose. On the south and west sides of the fort the river 

provides a strong natural defence. But a broad ditch was certainlv provided 
on the north and east, though it has entirely silted up now (exccjit in one 
or two places on the north) and is planted as a rice field. 

In the southern line of ramparts there are remains of two vaulted under- 
ground passages which run straight for a distance id lu to 15 fei't and then 

take a turn to riglit and hd’t. They are very narrow, lieing onlv -1 ft. (i ins. wide, 

and were jiroliably used as secret pa.ssages to ser\'e in emergencies. At present 
they are damaged and nearl\' blocked u{). 



32 LIST OF AXCIEXT MOXU-MEXTS PEOTECTED rXDER ACT VH OF 1904 

\’eiv little seems to liave l)eeji IoiukI hy the local people uitliin the pie- 
ciiicts of the fort except the two small statues now deposited at the little 
sluiiie known l.y the imposing name of dladhesvara-mandira to the south-west 
of the fort. The only point of iutere.st in regard to these is that one of them 
is a dledian-al image (height 13 ins.) ol Buddha iu the l>hrn,iisp(u-iii-»nidm. 

The remains are not mentioned hy (leiieral ( 'uiiniugham. d'hey are. however, 
one of the largest and seemingly the most important of the remains in the 
District of Saran. f’olonel Vost attemjited to identify them with the ancient 

A'ai.sfdT: while Dr. Hoey was inclined to helieve the .site to lie the place where 

the Buddha parted from the Liidihavis of \ aisalT on his way to Kusinava. Di. 

lloev s opinion, however, rested on the assimijition that the ancient \ aisali 

.stood at Cheran. six miles east of Chapra. But as it has heen definitely 
('stahlished now that VaiAali was situated at what is now called Hnjd Bidfil 
/y7 ijfirh " in the moilern village of Basarh in the .Mnzaffai jnii Distint (see 
No. 10). we may leave the identity of the remains at .ManjhT an open ipiestion. 

.\ti interesting fact in connection with the tort is the tradition piesi^ixed 

up to this da\' in the \'iilag(“ that. wIioiA'er the Haja was who Iniilt the foit, 
lie was not a Hindu of a respectalile standing, hut Ixdoiiged to .some lower 
laste. possihlv a Dotii or Dosadh or piu'haps a .Mallali (for .Mullahs, lioatmeii, 

are also called .Manjhis), and that from one of the impnidmit descendants of 

the founder who sought the hand «d' a Bajput jirincess in marriage the fort 

was wrestefl hv the Hariliohans Bajiuits of Haldi (Ballia) hy a trick. Another 
tradition asserts that the fort was hnilt by one .ManjhT .Makra ol tlii' (.hero 
flyiiasty; and the familv records of tlie Hariliohans Raj])nt.s of HaldT in the 
adjoining district of Hallia (T. I'.), stati' that their forefathers .settled at .MahjhI 

on the hank of the (Uiagra river and. after a protracted .struggle, compiered 

the aboriginal Clieros who had h(‘eii lords ol the country, d'lie ramparts of 

the fort are. on the average, about 30 feet high above the surrounding fields, 
d'o east of the tort is another large and low plateau cowu’cil with potsherds 

and bruk-bats. It is called the site of the Baja s KaihahrT. 

(f/) 111 lOl.j when Dr. Sjxioner visitinl the sit(> oik* of the villagers. Pasnpati 
Ojha bv name, showcfl him two liricks, one of which is inscribed and bears 

the name Sn in chara.cters of about the Oth century A.D. 

Dr. Sjiooner sngge.sts that the inscription proiiabiy gives the name of a hitherto 

unkowii Prince of the (Injita dynasty. The brick measures 13 nis. by 8 ins. by 2| ins. 
and is now pre.served in the office of tlie Superintendent, .Vrchavilogical Survev. 
Central Circle, Patna. 

(//) I'lic area riiclo'cd uilliin tlii' r.mi jiart.i i.-. almost l■ntill‘lv under cultivation. (/) .f. A. 
S. B.. (I'.HIO) S2 : (I'.in.'ij p. .is;;. IIimI. (i.izct . .Sai.m. I.'i.sa.i ; A. S. JC Iv ('.. (I'.)0,S-U!I), 
]ii-lS, (lldluuii. -Mcmoiis. I’ait I .’V) : Dist. (Pizct.. Ballia ( C. P.) !i0 : (/■) lilii.d glli'.i. 
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PATNA DIVISION. 

GAYA DISTRICT. 

Barabar. 

No. 14. -(h) The Karan Chaupar or 8upiya cave. 

(/)) 111 the iiortlierii face of a granite ridee of tlie Barabar Hilh situated about S miles east 
of Bela, a small station on the Patna-Uaya Branch of the East Indian Railway ; (c) Xine annas 
dhkarl Rii]' : (i/) le ; (c) B.('. (i). 

(/) In the Barabar group of hills there are several distinct peaks enclos- 
ing between them a small valley or basin about 400 yards in length and 2.50 
yards in width. ^ Towards the southern corner of this basin are two sheet.s 
of water ; and to south of them a low range of granite hills, some .500 feet 
long. 100 feet wide and 30 feet high, runs from east to west. This contains 
three of the four ancient caves locally known as the Satghara." 'I'he to]> 

of the ridge is rounded and falls rapidly towards the east. It is divided longi- 
tudinally by natural cleavage into three .separate masses. I'he Karan Chaupar 
is e.xcavated in the central mass of the rock, which is aliout 250 feet long 
with a perpendiculai' face towards the north. 'Pile apjn’oach to the caves is 
over granite rocks provided with narrow steps cut in the rock and now worn 
smooth and slippery by tlie feet of innumeral)le pilgrims. Originally e.xcavated 
bv the Emperor Asoka for the occupation of tin* Ajivika a.scetics the caves 
weie u.sed as Brahmaiiical shrines in tlu* 4th century .\.l). when King Sar- 
(Ifila Varma placed images of I leva .Mata. Katya vain and .Mahadeva in three 
of them. 'Pile |)reseiit names of all tlu' Satghara eaves are evidently medi- 

a-val or modern. 

'Phe Barfibar Hills stand 1.5 or 1(1 niih's in direct linm and 1!) miles bv 
road, to north of (Java. I’he eaves have been excavated with infinite' labour 

in n'liiarkalily shajied masses ol ipiartzose' gneiss. 'Pwo of them, now known 
as the Lomas Hishi and \'isva -lliopn, arc* ineomjih'te. 'Phe Lomas Bishi liears 
two later inseri])tions of the 3i'd-4th e(‘ntury .V.D. liiit no BrrihniT inseri])tion. 
'The remaining three' ea\e's in the' Barabar group we'ie' de'dieate'd b\' .Csoka. 
two will'll he' had lii'en e-onsi'i-rate'd 12 vears (/.e. about 2.57 B.l'.) and the 

third seven years late-r (aliout 2.50 B.C.). 'Phe first two. now known as the 


^ 'I’lii'' au“a avi’ortiin^ to taMit’ial ( 'mininiiliain ciu-lo'^cd all Mdrs Ijy hilN or inastmrv walls and wa'; 
calk'd Hara Aw .ir ‘ 'I'Ik' LGi-at ciu-Iosupt^ *, w hriirt*, !u* says. tlH‘ pn'srnt nainc of Barabar stM'Hi" tt> be derived. But the 
writer b(>L:> to iliHer from this mow. 'File inscription on tin* Bomas Kishi (’ave ealls it the PravaraLrin-uuba, and 
though Prmnra lileially means cni-at, it iniLdit peiliajis be taken as the propc'r nann^ of tlu' bill. Krtnn Pravara. 
Barabar would be an easy eoriuption. 

- Called llafl f^.ma in th(‘ -1. \. S. B. for ’riu'sc names nn'an the seven e hambers and th(‘ foin 

eaves art' so e.dk'd Itetaii^e the\ <ontam sr\en loonw in all. 
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Sudaiiia ami A isva Jlaapil. wei'v bestnwed dii the Ajivikas, wlm arc* alsu tiu‘n- 
tioned in Pillar Edict MI alon^ with the Jains and Buddhists, as diu* of the 
leading sects nt tlie time. Thev were naked ascetics addictc*d tn liaoi-dus jieii- 
ances and chiselv related t<i the Jains. By granting them cdstly lienc-tactiinis 
A.soka proved the sincerity of his declaration that lie did reverence td all 
denominations. Buddhist literature show.s tiiat the Ajivikas were regardc'd with 
intense aversion hv manv Buddhi.sts. The inscription in the third cave (Karan 
C'hanpai’) is so much damaged that it is impossible to say what it records or 
to whom the dwelling was granted. 

Jlie three caves in the XagarjunT hills are about <i mile distant trom the 
Barabar group ami were dedicated bv Dasaratha. the giandson of Asoka, two 
to the .VjTvikas and one* to the Bhadantas or Buddhist monks. 

The cost of these cave dwellings must have lieen enormous, for the excava- 
tions ,ire of consideralile size* and (*veiv inch of tlie interior walls and roofs is 
highiv polished and burnislied like glass ; and the stone is of the hardest and 
most refractorv charactc'r. The Barabar caves are ueneoilly visited by almo't all 
the Hindu pilgrims who go to jiay their homage to the Siddhesvara Lihga 
on the great hill near by. The whole locality has a strangely weird and desolate 
aspect. Indications ot old buildings however exist, and Cunningham believed that 
a town once stood within the Barfdiar ring of hills; but it is doubtful. 

'I'he Karan (.'hau|iar cave, called Su[)iya-guha in the insciiption. faces the 
north and consists of a single chamber measuring 33 It. li ins. in h'ligth by 14 ft. 

m width. The entrance doorway 
has sloping jambs. The walls oi 
the cave are ti It. liigli and the 
vaulted roof has a list* of 4 ft. !) 
ins., making the total height 10 ft. 9 
ins. .\t the west end of tin* chamlK*!* 
is a rai.sed platform 7 ft. 0 ins. 
long. '2 ft. 0 ins. wide and 1 ft. 
3 ins. high. which may have 
been u.sed as the ped(*.stal for 
a statue. With the exception of 
this platform. the whoh* interior 
surface of the cavt* bears a high 
polish. Outside the caw*, to west, 
is a small rock, on the east 
face of which art* rudt*lv carved two 
human figurt‘s .md a liiif/a. Opposite 
the cavt* is tht* high(*st p(*ak of the 
Barabar hills. Icisown as the Siddlu's- 
vara. ( )n tin* top ot it is a t(*mple 

containing a /oa/u call(*d Siddhes\ara. 

Fio. Is. Kfiran Cbaupar Cavf, Barahai Hili-. i • i i .... 

wliirh inmi du iiix-iipticm in onp ol 

the n(*ighbouiing cave- i^ known to be as old <is the titb or 7th cetiturv A.D. 
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(//) {>) At the upper right hand corner of the doorway (outside) a small 
square space lias been cliiselled smooth and engraved with an ancient Brahmi 
inscription of 5 lines, now liadly damaged. The inscription reads as follows ; — 

1. La (ja) Piyadasi e(ku)n(a)-(vi)- 

2. sat]-vasa(})h)isi(t)e 

3 uthata 

4. supi. y e kha i 

5. na. 

T ranslatioD . 

‘ Tile King's (irace wlien consecrated nineteen years granted (?) the Supiya 
cave in the (?) Khalatika hill for as long as sun and moon shall endure.’ 

(d) Besides the aboA'e inscription, a number of short records containing 
names of visitors etc. are engraved on the jambs of the doorway. 

(/() Good; (;) G. S. R.. 1. to- 15. .VI and J'latcs XVllI. XIX. XX ; L. A. M. B., 316-18; 
FeTguss<in. Gave Temples, 37-13; Fergusson, Imhan Arcliitectnre. Vcl. I. 130-33; 8. A. B., XII, 
58-0; Dist. Gazet.. Gaya. 2ol-o.j; .Martin's F.asterii India. I. l(»l-o5. 

(1-) :1318. 

No. 15. — («) The Sudaina or 'Banyan tree' cave; 

(?)) Situated in the same granite ridge as tlie Karan Glianpar. Init on tlie o]>posite or south 
side; (r) Xina annas Tikarl Raj ; (</) 1(, ; (c) Reign of A.toka (2.57 B.G. '). 

( f) The Sudrima cave is e.xcavated m the opposite side of the granite ridge 
and faces the south. The entrance door has .sloping jamb.s and is sunk in a 

rece.ss (il. feet s(|uare and 2 
feet deep. The cave consists 
of two ( hambers, an outer 

(diainbei- (32 ft. 9 ins. by 19 ft. 
(* ins.) in front, and an inner one 
to west. The inner room is ap- 
])ro.\imately circular in ])lau 
measuring some 19 ft. in dia- 
meter. It has a hemispherical 
(honed roof which ])rojects 
beyond the ]iartition wall into 
the outer a])artment. and is 
considerably undercut as if to 
i'e})resent a thatcdi with over- 

hanging eaves, d’he interior is 
beautifully jmlished. The walls 
are 6 ft. 9 ins. in height to the 
springing of the I'oof. which 

has a rise of .5 ft. 6 ins. making 

I'm. 1!*.— S\iilamri Ca\ Hills. thc" total llt'lgllt of tllC cliamlxT 

12 ft. 3 ins. in the centre. At the east end of the a])artment is a shallow arched 
recess, which may have been intended as a niche bo' a cult image or. more 
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probalJv. as aii entrance to another clianilier. But tlie work wa.s aban- 
doned soon after its conunencenienT. and remains rough and unhnished. 

(r/) (/) On the east wall of tlie porcli is au inscription of 2 lines in ancient 
BrahniT characters. Part of the inscription lias been damaged but the letters 
are still distinctly traceable. d’he insci iption reads : 

1. Lajina Pivadasina duvadasa-(vas ablii .sitena) 

2. (iva)ni nigoha-kublia di(na agl vikehi) (Ib 


cas 


bv 


the King’s 


several short records 


Tiaiisltifioii. 

‘ This “ banyan-tree ” cave was granted to the 
Grace when he had been consecrated twelve year.s.’ 

(ii) On the jajnbs are engraved 
of visitors. 

(h) The cave is full of water ; ( p C, .S. K.. I. 4a-46 : J.. A. M. B.. .418 : Fergussoii. Cave Teiiiple.s, 
37-44. Fcr<^us^(m. Indian Arcdiitcctnre. I. l40-44i; S. A. B.. XII. -IS-U 
Gava. 202: .Martin's Fastern Inilia. I lot: I. (ISO)). {/,•) 2;5lO. 


containing names 


Dist. (tazet.. 


No. 16. (a) The Lomas Ri.shi Cave, called Pravaragirignha or ’’ The (ireat 

l\Iountain cave in the inscription. 

(h) A lew cards to east of the ^ndainu cace. in the .Ninic ri<lg<‘ : (c) Nine anna.s Tikarl Baj ; 
{d) Ic ; (e) Tile inscription on the rave helonirs to tlie early Giijita pi'riod ; tin' cave might be older. 


(/) This ran-e also consists of a largo 
siuall one roughl\’ circidar to west. I he 



rectangular chamber in front and a 
arge cliamber measures 32 ft. 4 ins. 
Iiy 19 ft. 4 in.s., the rounded 

one 14 ft. 3 ins. east to west 

by 17 ft. tiorth to south. The 

wliole interior of the circular room 
has l»een left rough, and both the 
floor and roof of tin' outer 
apartment remain unfinished : and 
while the sti’aight walls of this 

latter apartment are jiolished. the 
cniA'ing outer wall of the 
circular room is only smootlu'd - 
n<d. polished. 'I’Ik' unfinished work 
of th(' I’oof shows that smail 
sipiare holes measuring about a 
foot wei'e (irst made in the 

rock at close intcr\'als and 

the intervi'iiing massi's then 

chisclh'd away. riie e.\ca\ation 
(d the I'lnd is beliei'ed to ha\'e 
been abandoned owing to the 

presciu'c ol a dei'p fissure which 
forms one id the natural lines 
ol cleav.oge in the rock. 


Krc. 20. — Lomas Iti'bi I'avc, Bar.'iliar Hill'. 
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The doorway of this cave is of exactly the same size and form as that 
of the iSudama cave (No. 15) ; but the entrance porch is larger and more ela- 
borate and is carved 
to represent the 
ornamental arched 
entrance of a wood- 
en building, the ends 
of the wooden beams 
supporting the gable 
being indicated with 
much precision. The 
arch is surmounted 
by a finial and 
the space above 
the inscription is 
carved with a fiieze 
of elephants (and 
votive stupas i) 

below, another of 
([uatrefoil Howei’s ap- 
])earing above. 'J’he 

latter carving was thouglit by (Jeneral Cimninghain t<» J’e 2 )resent baml)oo latti(.'e 
work, but this would appear to be doubtful. (Jeneral Cunningham also con- 
sidered (and lie lias been followed by Fergiissoii and others) that the sculptured 
facade of the cave was addeil at a later date, vn. in the 3rd or 4th century 
A.D.. when the original in.scriptioii of Asoka's time was obliterated and new 
ones of Sardrila \iirma and Ananta X’ariiia were inscribed in its place. This 
niav or nuu" not liuN'e been so. for tin* cave was never finished. I'lie sinii- 
larifv of its arrangement and dimensions to the Siidama cave would seem 
to indicate its having beim originally excavated alxiiit the same time as the 
other caves m this grou]). in the 3rd century B.C. ; but this of course is not 
conclusive and the excavation may not antedate the in.scrijitions on its facade. 

(//) In the semi-cii'ciilar s])ace above tin* doors are two inscriiitioiis in charac- 
ters of about till' .‘frd or 4th century .V.l). The ipiper otic, consisting of two 
lines, (in the Sragdhai a metre) is .somewhat later in date and reads a.s follows 

1. 0)11 Hh n j)iU)u[)h) M(t)ikl)(inij(hii f\ itl(ni)(tt(n)‘t(i)i)jo !(nhdt(ik(l)'-d1)ii(ijdi jju 
S)d Sdrdd fdasija fio-bli u/-Ju/m-/oh/a//o/ufro=.Vfm/ur(t//m7 siipxhah 

2. K)-ishij(isii-dl‘)'isli»a-khifi/) p>'ia'ar(t-()iri-</)ilid.'<(n})si)fii)i) L'))i)rii)»-CU// 

Mdii/dil) loke )j(is(ih sanit rdchiUtni-icd »i)idd='‘l)lkd)'dt-kd))ti diat suk. 

Ti’ddxkilidt). 

< )ni 1 111', AXAXTA\’A1CM AN, who was the excellent son. i a[)t iv.iting 

till' lu'arts ol niaiikiml, of the illustrious SAUDCLA, (and) who, | osses.sed 
ol very gieat virtui's adorned b\' hi-' own (high) biith the taniilv of the 
fMAl lvllAlII kings, — he, of unsullied fame, with jov caused to be made, as 
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if it were lii> own fame represented in bodily form in tho world, thi.'. lieautind 
imaye. placed in (tliis) cave of the mountain I’ll A\’A1! A( ; I IM . of (the ”o(|) 
Krishna. 

(d) The lower inscription consists of 4 lines, the letters heing soniewhat 
laiyer than in the ipiper. It reads as follows; 

3 . Kalah mtia-nia1u-bJiuju}ii ijicujaiji iclichli'l- pfirlaiiu 
D'ijxili hlial/i'fi-l'iiJus/ja itaika-satiiai'-vijfqyora-sohlidrrifah 

4. Sn-iSdi(Idla iti pratisf/fliifa-ijtisrilj sd))ia>ita-chLi(jfi)iiaii ih 
Kuntd-chitta-liamh sinara-prati-^ioiKth pdtd hahltdcu ksJutrlj 

o. Sid-Sdrdrda-iifipah karoti. I'isJuDudnii scadfisJitoii ripnu 

C't])aks/tdiida-i'lloIiitoi'n-f(nal(i-sp(isJi(esh/<i-tdidiii/'ii,'^hd 

(i. I'at-pidrasfja patatp uiiaidasiikliada.'i/j Anaida vai>it)nft,sniteli 
Ta/i'dkaina-i'ikn'sJita->drngamra(Uii>:/ias(as-'iaiddf{id)dia/taj!. 

Sul)stituting • sainija ’ army, for Aitra (written Atalnip. eneiiu'. the mean- 
ing will lie ; 


TianAalion. 

(Lines .3 — 4). -The illustrious SAHDC’LA. of firmly established fame, the 

best among chieftains, became the ruler of the eartli : — he who 

was a very Deatli to hostile kings; who was a tree, the fruits of 
wliicli were the (fulfilled) wishes of (his) favourites ; who was the 
torch of the family of the warrior caste, that is glorious through 
waging many battles; (and) who. (diarming the tl)(.)Ughts of lovely 
women, resembled (the god) Smara. 

(LI. 0 — 6 ). -On whatsoever enemy the illustrious king SAKDPLA casts in 
anger his scowling eye. the expaiuled and tremulous and clear and beloved 
pupil (U which is red at the corners between the up-lifted brows.— -on him 

there falls the death-dealing arrow, discdiarged from the lanvsti ing drawn up 

to (his) ear. of his son. the giver of endless pleasuie. who has the name of 
AXANTAVAILMAX. 

(//) (tooil : (;) ('. S. K.. I. f6-47 ; 1.. A. M. B.. :!1S ; Fergu>.s<)ii. face Temples of Iinha, ;47-43 ; 
Fergussou. Imlian .Vrcliirectiire. \'ol. I. l;>0-;);t; S. . 4 . B.. XII. ; Dist. (Jazet.. (lava g()'C()3 • 

J. A. S. B.. \ I. (ls:')7). (171-70: .Martin's Eastern Italia. I. lOf-6-"). U j L'.'igO-g:'). Corpus Ins. Indi 
Vdl. Ill, Xo. IS. 

No. 17. {a) The \d.sva menrhi or Ai.sva .IhoprT cave. 

(t) In a gre.it block ot granite lying about loo yards to the e.ist of. and at a somewhat lower 
levi’l than, the ridge containing the three eaves described above (Xo.s. If, 15 anil 10) • (r) Xini* 
annas ! ikarl Ha | . {<!] Ic , (/-) .Veconling to an inscription on the ea\e, it was evcavateil in the 
12th year of .S-iolia s reign o.c. m 2-57 B.('. 

(f) The cave laces south and coiisi.st.s of an antechamher witli a small 
circular romn at the back. The inner room, wliicli is II ft. in diameter is 
rough and unfiidslied. 'I'lie antei hamher measures ahout 14 leet deep hv H It 
4 iris, wide and is polished throughout. In its tfuor near tlie eastern and' west- 
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erii 


walls 


are 


four oblong socketlioles (about 10 inches lor 


I 



I'Ta. 22. — Visva Jiiopfi Cave, Bai-.lltar Hills 


g, 3 to 4 inches 
wide and half an inch deep) 
which may have been intended 
for the reception of timber 
framing, as suggested by Major 
Kittoe. The roof of the ante- 
chamber is flat. 

(<j) On the right hand wall of 
the antechamber is an inscription 
of 4 lines in archaic Brahml 
characters reading as follows : — 

1. Liljiiid Fi/jii(Ia.sind diivn- 

2. (hisd-i'us-dbhisitPiKi it/aiit 

3. Klidlfifikd-jidvafasi 

4. (liiid {jivi)k’clil. 

Tiraislation. 

" This cave in tiie Klialatika 
hill was granted to the Ajivikas 
by the King's Orace when he 
had been consecrated twelve 
years.'’ 

The last five letters of the 
inscription have been purposely- 

mutilated with the chisel, but thev 

«/ 

are still legible. 


(h) Good. (;) C. 8. E.. 1. 47-18 ; L. A. M. B., 318. Fergu.ssoii. Cave Temples, 37-43 ; Fer- 
giisson, Indian Architecture. I. 1-30-33 ; 8. A. B., XII. 58-.j0 ; Dist. Gazet.. Cfaya. 203 ; 


Blartin's Eastern India. I, ; I, XX, (I8‘.)l), 301-G-'). 



Fl<!. 


-Di'taiit view d Copi Cave, Bai'.lli.ir Hills. 


(/,■) -2.321. 

No. 18. (d) The CIopI or 
iMilkmaid's cave.’ 

{h) In thi‘ Xagarjuni range, 
aluiut half a mile to nortli- 
ea.st of the Barfibar range ; 
(c) Nine anna'' Tikarl Eaj ; 
((/) le ; (r) 21 1 B.C. 

(f) 'I'lie (lo])l cave is ex- 
cavated in the soutliern face 
of the ruck at a height of 
.50 to (ill feet above the 
groiuid. It is a])|)roached 
b\’ a ilight oi stoiK' ste])s ; 
but tlie entrance is con 
cealed by a tree and the 
wall of an 'lib/dk. both 


the sti'ps and tlu' Idjidli having lu'cn constructed bv Muliammadaiis about 200 \eai's 

^ \ he three cave-t in the X.iirarjurii ;^n>up appear to have l>ccn occupied at one time hy the tolh '\\ of X.luar- 
jnna, tlie fanioiw [hithlhi-'t patriaieh. 
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back. The cave measures 44 ft. 7 ins. long from east to west (not 40 ft. .5 ins. as 
given bv Cunningham) and is 19 ft. 1 in. wide. l)oth ends being semi-circular. The waits 
are 0 feet high (not 0 ft. 0 ins. as given by Cunningham) and the vaulted roof has a 
rise of 4 feet above. The whole of the interior is highly polished and (piite plain. 

Towards the east end is a low brick jrlatform of modern date, and the cave is still 
used bv the i\luhanimarlans of the neighbouring villages for depositing the 

remains of Ta'zlas. The doorway of the cave 
has the usual sloping jambs measuring 2 ft. 0 ins. 
in width at the top and 3 ft. at the bottom. 

In the later inscription of Ananta Varma, 
son of Sardfila Varma, given below, the cave 
is called " tliis cavern of the Vindhya moun- 
tains ” from which it would appear that its 
original name had been forgotten and that 
none of Ananta Varma's men could read the 
Bi-rdmii inscription on the top of the doorway 
which contained the old name of the cave. 

The fact that Ananta A'arma installed the 
image of a Hindu (loddess KatyavunI (a form 
of Durga) in this eave shows how the Bud- 
dhists were losing ground in this tract as early 
In;. 24.— f.opi Cave. Rai.ibai' Hiil.s. centuries of the Christian era. 

At the foot of the hill, to south, are a number of Muhammadan graves 

some three or four hundred years ohi, acconling to Cunningham. 

{(j) Imniediateh' o\'er the doorway, on the outside, there is a small sunken *«. 

panel containing a .short inscription of 4 lines in ancient Bivdinu, reading as 
follows : 

1 . (r/.p/ /:((!) i-ifh/l(l L)nsli(ll<flhrii(i piljciin 

2. o ii/niital I iintii (thhisi'PHd {A jnykL'/ii) 

3. Itlidddihtrlii r/l.sldt-iiiiiliidiiidiir ti isj) i (Jiil 

4 . d-ch(n'ii(l(nii<i-sli rd ! 

Tidtislafion. 

■■ Tlie Copl's cave, an al>ode lasting as the Sun and the Moon, was caused 
to be e.xcavated liv 1 fasai'atha, beloved of the Doavis, on his acce.ssiou to the 
throne, as a hei'mit.ige for the most devoted Bhadanfas (Buddhi.st a.scetic.s).” 

(//) On the left or AvcstcT’u (not eastern as mentioned bv Cunningham) 
jamb of the d<iorway is an inscription of 10 lines reading as follows; - 

Oh) r H did I'dsiid sdrd'fdldisiid sdhddDi-dhsliipiifi soJdiddi ruchd ■'i'lcaji'iadt )Hd]nshd- 
sdrd.sijd i’ndsi ml sfdh kvd dd ini d i)d rah dir/jtl raJj stlnid-hldi/di-rddd-.sddridiii ijdiijdii- 
jdidhdidilhiiddi dis>i(~<ld-ildiiidlh<~'di^djdl(ijdldd}j 'jidddh jiddaiii sadipd-ldih (/) .IdiJdisJi- 
dtdsddn didhd pd pid-ddijinidl it't-iidjdd-rdniitidl nn pdf/ praldi ipllo rhiidlf-ddd-hirdninddijd- 

id h L'siddt rdsipi-d hd HI idi]i pddrnd pitijtdludnrdiidddiid-rll-rdind-fpnidii -ip) rdjd hastidqrddlh 
hJtdirdpI pi'di.'i ihstlid-crd ri dd i/d-ddishddili iid.dd(l )n)dddldli (,?) Td-‘d/d(ll nid iddlifinidro- 
pd tddiddd-i-ijd pdia-l(d)dhdi'd ijdidh tdn>'dddh kdhddnm iddkld'slni Idd^dbliiih lirtyfijil- 
djld imj iHidh , Sn-dd~id-hddd}id-sdjii ijjadd-pi-dddifiddid didh phdldih pdi'dipid pn/idk 
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kal pa-taror-ivd pta-maliimd Sardrda-vai mmd-nripah (3) Tasydnantamanmhta-hlrtti- 
yas'iso Xantadivar/iundkli yayd kJiydtendhita-bliakti-bJidvita-dhiyd putrena pfitdiniand dsur- 
rya-kshiti-cliandra-tamkanb-iyam jniiiycispadam vdnchhatd viiiyastddbhnta-vi>idhya-b}ii<- 
dham-gulidm-dsritya-kdtydyanl {4) Dhautdnho mala-pnnka-ddsham-amalairm-nidhdnadai- 
ni'ta bubhih-vyddhdtopavana-priyaHyu-vakidairamoditam vdyubhih kaIpd)iid-i'adhi-bhoy~ 
yam-iichchha-sikhai'i-cJtcJidyd-vntdrkkadyi(tid>d\- -]-(/rdma-ma)talphhd(ia-vibhai'a)ii ram- 
yam hhavdnyai dadau (5). 

T rauslatioti: 

Om ! i\Iay the foot of (tlie yodde.ss) Devi, fiinyed with the rays of (fts) 
pure nails. iJoint out the way to fortune, endowing with a (suitable) reward 
your state of supplication which is such as Iiefits the expression of firm devo- 
tion ; — -(that foot) which, surpassing in radiance all the beauty of a full- 
blown waterlily. was disdainfully placed, with its tinkling anklet, on the head 
of the demon Mahishasura. 

(Line 3). — There was a king, the illustrious YA.T NAVA UMAX, possessed 
of greatness by celebrating copious sacrifices : renowned : possessed of fame as 
pure as the spotless moon : the abode of (all) t!ie dignity of one of the warrior 
caste ; — who, though he was the foremost of all kings in respect of wisdom, 
(high) descent, liberality, and prowess, yet, through modesty, was (like) an 
ocean which adheres to the natural state (of trancpiillity). (and) tlie calmness 
of which is never to be disturbed. 

(L. 5). — His son (was) the king iSAKDCLAVAIIMAX. who stretched out 
over the faces of the points of the compass, (as) an emblem of sovereignty, the 
renown that he had acquired in the occupation of war resembling (in it.' exten- 
siveness) the great swollen ocean : who conquered (the stains of) this piesent 
age with (his) fame ;. who was ilhcstrious : (and) who acquired, as it were, the 
glory of the Kal by satisfying with rewards the wishes of (his) relatives 
and friends. 

(L. 7). — Of him. who was always jiosse.ssed of infinite lame and renown, 
the son (is) he. pure of soul, (and) possessed of intellect animated with innate* 
piety, who is known by the appellation of VAliMAX commencing with 
AXAXTA ; — by whom, desiring a shrine of religieuis merit that should endure 
as long as the sun. the earth, the moon, and the stars, this (image of) (the* 
goddess! KatyayauT has been placed in (this) wondeiful cave of the VlNDinW 
mountains. 

(Tj. ft). — He has given to (the goddess) Bhavani. to be enjoyed up to the 
time of the destruction of all things, the charming village of pos- 

sessed ol a great wealth of enjoyment.- -the sin. impurity, mud. and blemishes 
of which are washed away by the pure waters of a great river which is 
filled with pertume by the breezes that agitate the jnlipniaia and rakala 
trees in (its) groves; (and) from which the radiance of the sun is screened of) 
bv (this) lofty mountain. 

(oO On the right or eastern jamb of the door is a short in£('ri])tion in 
large letters of the 7th or 8th century A.D. reading “ Jrhdrya So Yniidnanda . 
i.e. “The teacher Sri ^ og.lnanda whose name also appears on another cave. 

H 2 
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(h) GooO. (/) C. 8. Pi., I. 47-40: L. A. M. B., 318-2i ; Fer^iOMjn. Cave Tem])le>. 37-43; 
Fersiosoii. Lillian Architecture. I, 130-33 : iS. A. B.. XII. -"iS-;");* ; Di-.t. (lazet.. (lava. il((3 ; 
J. A. S. B.. YI. (J(S:;7). (>72-74; .Martin's Eastern India, I. I0l-(.t.'3 : 1, .V.. XX. (is'.t]). .'Oil-O.j; 
Corpus Ins. Indi.. A'ol. Ill, Xo. .70; (C) 232-5, 2:320. 

No. 19.— (r/) The Yahiyaka Cave. 

(h) In a low rocky spur of the XfiLrarjunl hill, to north of the larire ridye contaiiiinu the (lojii 
cave ; (c) A'iiie aiin.is Tikarl Eaj ; (d) Ic : (c) Reimi of Dasaratha. grandson of .A..soka. 

(f) The Yahiyaka cave consi.sts of a single chamber (10 ft. 9 ins. long by If ft. 
3 ins. wide') with a small porch in front. Iioth thoronghlv 2 )olishe(l tliroughont. 

The waifs are onlv 4 ft. 0 ins. high and the 
arched roof has a ri.se of 2 ft. S in.s.. the 
total height thus being 7 ft. .5 ins. in the cenlre. 
The door-way has slo|nng jambs and faces 
the south. The porch is (i feet high and .7a 
feet wide, with a depth ol ,7 ft. 2 ins. at 
the door level : but the projection is reduced 
to 1 ft. 9 in.s. at the top owing to the slope 
of the rock face. Jminediately in front of 
the cave, close against the lock, was a 
large brick platiorm, part of which has 
•lisajipeared and the rest is oveigrown with 
jungle. Some .7(» feet to .■^outh of the cave 
is a deep well 8 feet in diameter. Jt is 

filled with water, and its mouth is con- 

cealed liv bushes. Jliichanan Hamilton calls 
Fill. '2~i. — Valiiv.tkri ciuc. X-gaijinil liill. "ii- i- ti- - > 

'l!aiai)ar. this cave Muza Alaiidai or Alirza s house, 

from which it ajipiears that it was occupied by .Muhammadans for some time. 

(p) On the left hand side of the porch is an inscri^hion of 4 lines in an- 
cient Br.ahniT charaf teis, in which the cave is called the A ahivaka kiibha. Dr. 
Bidder suggested that Yahivilka was pr<dnrf>ly '' the fcntinine of an adjective 

which nmv be derived from Vrdiy.i, a jialankeen or ,sofa and (pialifies kubha 
The remainder of the inscrijition is word for word the same as that on the 
Oojh’s cave mentioned above. Xo. 18. 

(//) Besides this, there are several short inscrijitions on tlie side walls 

of the porch and on the jainlis of the doorway recording the names of visitors. 
The longest of them reads: -- 

'' Achd I' i/d >Sr7 ) of/fluandd jtiaiKiiiKtli SiihU/csiyud " 
i.e. " The teacher .'^rl Yiiganauda offers adoration to Siddhesvara. ' 

In this inscription we find the name of the ///ig.v. now (‘.vistiiig in the 
temple on the Siddhesvara jieak, recorded m characters of the (ith or 7th century 
A.D. -V still older inscri])tion, Vlilrsti \’<isnsifa hlrliih or “ the renown of Yasu 
of Yidesa ", belongs to the ( Lipita period. 

(h ] (lood. I/} ('. .s. B., L l'.i-.)0 ; I.. .\. .M. B., 32n , Kcrgusviin, (7i\c rmipli'.-.. 37-13 . Fi'rgii?.- 
.'011, Iiulian .-trctiitcrfure, I. i:’.o-;',:;; .s, B., XII, .7,sii , Di't. (lazrt.. (lawi. 201: Martiu'.s 

Eastern Iiulia, 1. 1 o 1-0-7 : .f. A. S. B.. \ f. (l.s:;7). f)7(3-Su ; I. A.. XX, lls'.ij), ,3(;i-(;.7; (/,) 2327. 
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No. 20. — («) Tlie Yedatliika cave. 

(h) In the XagarjunI hill ; immediately to west of the Vahiyaka cave (Xo. 19). in a gap 
or natural cleft of the same rock ; (c) Xine annas Tikarl Raj ; (,/) Ic ; (c) Reign of Dasaratha 

(2U B.C. 0- 

(/) The entrance to the Yedathika cave, wliich faces tlie east, lies in a gap 



or natural cleft of the rock to west 
of the Yahivakii cave (Xo. 19). The 
doorway has slojiing jambs, the width 
of the entrance decreasing from 3 feet 
at the base to 2 ft. 0 ins. at the top. 
At the inner face of the doorway are 
socket lioles, lioth above and below, for 
the reception of wooden shutters. The 
cave itself measures 10 ft. 9 ins. by 
11 ft. 3 ins. (not Ki ft. 4 ins. by 
4 ft. 3 ins. as mentioned by Cunning- 
ham) and has been divided into two 
rooms by a brick wall witli a very 
small window opening at tlie left lower 
corner. 

A peculiar feature of this cave is 
that its w.dls are curved and not 
straight as is the case in all the other 
caves at Barribar. The total height of 


in 


Fw. 2ti. — Veilatliikti eavp. XriL'arjaiii hill, 
Baitibar. 


the apartment is 7 ft. 8 ins. and the 
whole interior is highly polished. 


(i/) On the right hand jamb of the doorway is an inscription of 4 lines 


ancient Birdinu characters, in which this cave is called the A adathika kubha,. 


The remainder of the record is letter for letter the same as those of the Gopi 
and A ahivilka caves. (Jeneral Cunningham thinks that A adathika probably 
means secluded, and that the cave has been so named because of its secluded 


position in the rock. 

(//) Good. (/) C. S. R., I. 5o-.‘)l ; L. A. M. B., 320 ; Fcrgiason. ( 'avc Tem])les. dT-l-'G Fergia^oii, 
Indian Andutcrturc. I. Ji’.O-i:!:!. S. A. B.. Xll. .XS-U ; |)i>t. (iazet.. Cava. :: o :!-0 1 ; .MartinC 


Cistern ludni. 1. LOl-O-i ; .1. A. 8. B.. (18'3i)- *’7 1 : I. A., XX. (ItsOl). .jiil-ii.); [l-j 2.328. 


Ghenjan. 

No. 21. (a) Ancient sculjitnres. 

(h) In a small shed erected recently uji a l.irgc mound known a.s the tuirh or Dliihru. situated 
immediatelv to the south-west (d Clienian. a small village. 0 miles west of Ala'chdumjiur on the 
East Indian R.iihvay (I’atna-Cava Bramdi) ; (e) Covernment ; p/) Ila ; (r) bate .Meiliawal. 

(f) 'I’lie shed itself is coveied bv an arched roof ol corrugated sheets sup- 
jiorted on iron girders. It is enclo.sed on all sides by a low iron railing and 
measun's 9 ft. 2 ins. s(|uare. The mound on which the sheil stands and another to 
its east a})pareutiy mark the situs oj a Buddhist stfijia and mouasterv. Xum- 
erous fine sculptures were recovered from these mounds, but they have either 
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been removed to the local temples, which are of a modern date, or to the 
Indian Museum, Calcutta. The only .sculjUures now jneserved in the shed 

are a few broken images of Buddha and two petle.stals. 

1. Image of Buddha in the earth-touching attitude (h/o'7////.sy/«/>V/-//o/(//v7) 
wearing tiara and necklaces. Broken acros.s the che.st into two pieco which 

liave been retixed. Bight .''Imulder 
l)are. Left hand and no.■^e and lips 
damaged. Oval ornamental halo. 
Pedestal missing. Around the tigme 
are the .seven prin'-i 2 )al scenes of 

the life of Buddha. Ovei' the lieail 

is tiie iiircRha or death scene. To 
pr(»iier right, at the liottoni. is the 
birth .scene, represented by (^ueen iMaVi! 
standing under a sdht tree. Atiove 

it is the MalidUmi ishl-ifittiaijft (Benun- 

ciation) .scene represented simply Ity a 
figure (»f the Bodhisattva in monk's ]dbes. 
and higher up is shown the First >Sermon 
in the Deer Park witli the usual wheel 
and gazelles on the 2>i'destal. To lu'oj^er 
left of the ]>rinci[>al figure are the lemain- 
ing three scenes. At the bottom is 
de[)icted the offering of a bowl of hoiu-v 
by the monkey. Above fhis is seen flie 

Buddha standiTig with his right hand 
Fio. 27.-.Anoicnt .,cul,,tua.. (PuuHha). Chenjan. ,,,,,, ^ot .p.ite distinct. 

Probably the scene represents the taming of the mad elephant at Bajglr. 

Above this the Buddha is shown in the teaching attitmle. This conventionallv 

rejuesent.s the gieat miracle of Sravasti, but there is nothing distinctive- to 

indicate it here. 

The relief is .3 ft. high and 3 ft. 0 ins. wide. It a]>parentlv belongs to the 

time of the I’rda Kings. 

'2. Headless Buddha in the* hlidiHisjiardd-itinflrd (lit. 2 It. 8 ins.). Broken 

across the chest, but lefi.xed and {rai-tirdly re.stored in cement. Wears necklaces 

.3. Headless Buddha (lit. 2 ft. 2 ins.), seated on a lotus tlu'one sujrjroited bv 
lions at tht> ends, preaching his First Sermon in the Deer Ikirk. Wears neck- 
laces. Attendant to proper- right near the shoulder- in monkish r-obe^. On the 

pedestal Irelow the lotus seat is an iitscfiption of one lira' (-ontainiiig tin- 

Buddiiist (-r-eed. Below' it. in the midriie. the usual wlaa-l and gazelle'.. 

4. Pedestal and legs rd a standing figui-e of Buddha (lit. 1 ft. ti ins., width 1 ft. 

4 in.s.). On either side of the figui-e is aii attmidant ; the om- to pi-o|)er right 

carrying vase, and clifinn. that to hdt holding what appears to be an urnbi-rdla staff. 

5. Comjilete |)edestal of an inrage. Limgtli 3 ft. 7 ins.; height I ft. 3 in.s. ■ 

width 1 ft. 1 in. In front the {redestal i-' riecorated with 7 ar-ched pa neb. the 
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end ones containing lions, and figures of seated Buddhas appearing in the rest. 
The Buddha figures are shown alternately in the earth-touching attitude and 
holding a howl in the hands, which are placed in the lap. 

Below these panels are tAvo small figures, one of a deA'otee in the attitude 
of prayer; the other of Buddha in the dhijdna-miidrn. 

6. Another pedestal of an image, length 3 ft. 5 ins., height 1 ft. 6 ins., AAndth 
1 ft. 5 ins. decorated in the same Avay as the aboA’e, but Avith figures of lions 
alternating with elephants in the upper panels and three kneeling deA'otees in 
the loAver roAv. 

(q) On the throne of one of the Buddha figures the Buddhist creed i.s in.scribed. (!>) Good, 
(i) Di.O. Gazet., Gaya. 2];) ; A. 8. R.. K. C., (1!)02), 12-13; L. A. M. B.. 326; C. S. R., YIII, 
63; (A) 2483. 

Guneri. 

No. 22. (n) Ancient sculptures. 

(b) Tlie sculptures are kept in a small brick shed (mea.suring 18 ft. by 10 ft. internally) 
which stands under a large banyan tree, and is locally known as Bhairon-jl-ka-Than. The 
A’illage of Guneri is situated some 7 miles from .Sherghati. (c) Government : (d) II. (r) The 
sculptures belong to the .Media-val period. 

(/) The sculptures are all of black stone unless otherAvise described. 

Sculp/ ares ulou;/ the trcsl wall of the shed. 

1. The principal figure (lit. 4 ft. II ins.), AA'hich is placed against the AA'est AA’all 

of the shed, represents the 
Buddha in the earth-touch- 
ing attitude (bhutiiispaisa- 
madra) seated on a double 
lotus throne Avith a branch 
of the plpal tree hanging 
oA'er his head. The image 
is furnished AA'ith an oauiI 
halo. The right shoulder is 
bare : nrua missing ; face 
slightly damaged. and 
thumb of light hand broken. 
About tlie leA'el of the 
shoulders, on eitlier side, 
is a hgure in tlie coimni- 
tional easy po.sture : that to proper riglit jirobably represents the Vajrapani. 
the other to left jiossibly the Padmapaiii Bodhi.sattA'a. On the pedestal beloAv 
th(' lotus throiK' is a Xagari inscription of tAvo lint's containing the nanu' 
of the doiioi' and also td the A'illage, Avhich is giA'cn as Sri Ounacharita. 

2-3. On either side of the )nin<i])al image is a smaller statue of a Bodhi- 
sattva standing in the ” gift-bestoAA’ing attitude, i'he ligure to the north 
or light pndiably rejnest'iits AAalokitesA'ara, Avearing croAvn and ornanients and 
holding a half-bho-'onietl lotus iloAA-er in its upraised left hand. Near the 
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Lead, to 2 )roper right, ib a btiqra. and on the btand tun attendants, 

a male to right and a fetiiale to left. 

The other figure to south or left, is similar to the above but lias its hair 
arranged in a high chignon above the crown and hold.s three lotus buds in 
the left hand (Bodhisattva). 

4-0. On a ledge against the west wall are jilaced two carved slabs, one 
on either side of the jnincipal figure. The one to north is 12 ins. long and 

7-1, ins. in height, and is decorated with four rows of miniature Buddha figuies 
seated in niches. The other slab, to south of tire figure, measm-es 2 feet in 

length, and is caiu'ed with 7 female figures, all seated cross-legged, as it were 
in meditation. 

tSriil pim'iv aloiifi ///(• .south i/'alL 

6. iJain.iged figures (ht. 12 ins.) of Siva and Durg.a seated in an easy amorous 
attitiule. Bull lielow )'>iva. and a tiger Iielow tlie figure of the goddess. 

7. Similar complete figures of Siva and Durga (ht. 1 ft. 10 ins., width 11 ins.) 

seated in the ’ easy posture Bight foot of .Siva rests on the back of his 

bull carved on the pedestal. In ojie of his riglit hands ,Siva holds a tri-iuln ; 
with tlie other lie is chucking under tlie cliin tlie godde.s.s, who is seated on 
his left thigli. One of the left arms of tlie god encircles the waist of the goddess 
and leaches t(.i her left lu'east. 

>S. Other figures (ht, 1 ft. 7 ins.) of .Siva and Burg-a similar to Xo. 6. 
Amorous attitude. Tri-ioln in the left hand of Siva. 

9. I“'igure (lit. 1 ft. 9 ins.) of a godde.ss (() with half-blossomed lotu.s 

tlower in the left ujiraised hand; the right hand dLspo.sed in the gift bestowing 

attitude. Indifferent workmanship. 

10. Image (lit. 3 ft.) of Buddlia in the earth-foucliing attitude. Wears high 

crown and necklace.-.. Bight shoulder bare. Halo behind the head and branch 
of the p7/.a/ tree above. On either side of the halo is a miniature figure of 

Buddha si'ated in the preaching attitude. On the pedestal, are three small 

niche- each cont, tilling a figure of Buddha in the attitude of either preaching 
or nicditation. Inscri])tiiui of one line on the halo contains the Buddhist creed. 

If. IJ aiiiaged headless figure (ht. 1 ft. 4 ins.) of Buddha in the teaching 
attitude, liiscrijition of lour lines on the ped(*stal below the figures of iitten- 
daiit." contains the Buddhist creed. 

J2. Figures (ht. 1 ft. 6 ins.) of Siva and llurga in amorous attitude as 

betnie. T'/v.s'e/a to I'lght of .''iva. Appi’opi'iate cdhanas under each. 

13. Similar to abo\'e (lit. 1 ft. 7y ins.). 

J4. Skill (length 1 ft. 6 ins.) carved with tivi' female figures seated cro— -leeged. 
In their right hands they hold lotus flowers; the left hands ri'sf on the knee.s. 

1.3. F’eiiiale figure (ht. 1 ft. 3 ins.) .seated on a double lotus throne in the 
'easy jio.-tiire . The right hand i- held in the attitude of charitv. 

It). Standing figure (ht. 1 it. 6 in-.) of Buddha in the attitude of jirotection 
(otitid nl). I nibrelhi o\'er the Iiead. 

17. Pedestal and legs (ht. 1 2 ins., width 9.1 ins.) of u figure of Buddha jireaching 
Ins Fii-t Seiiiion in the Beer 1 ark of Benare-. J.otus throne supported b\’ 
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dwarf at each end. On the pedestal, Buddhist creed, and lower down, wheel 
flanked by deer, the familiar symbols of the First Sermon. Bluish grey sand 
stone. 

18. Inscril)ed fragment (5 ins. by <i ins.) from the pedestal of a Buddha figure. 

19. Slab (length 1 ft. 9 ins. ht. 7 ins.) carved with 7 female figures seated 

in the easy posture possibly representing the seven chaste ladies {satis). 

20. Slab (length 1 ft. 8 ins. ht. 7i ins.) carved with 8 female figures, probably 
representing the eight Mothers, {ashta midis) seated in the ’ easv posture 
each on its apjiropriate vehicle or vahaiia. The vdhanas, beginning from the 
left are as follows : — Buffalo, goose, ram, deinon, goose again, elephant, bull 
or goat, yreta. 

21. Slab (2 ft. 1 in. by 7 ins.) carved with 7 female figures {satis ?) seated 
in the ‘ easy posture ’. 

22. Fmgment (ht. oi ins., width 3 ins.) of a sculpture containing' the bust 

of the dying Buddha, with a sorrowing figure on the pedestal. 

Seal pt a res aloar/ the east /rail. 

23. Figure (ht. 1 ft. 4 ins.) of Mahislidsura/na/di/d piercing with trisdla the 
chest of the Buffalo demon, which has assumed the human form. 

24. (Mutilated figures (ht. 1 ft. 3 ins.) of Siva and Durga. 

2.5. (Mutilated figure (lit. 1 ft. 1 in.) of a four-armed goddess. 

26. Damaged figure (ht. 1 ft. 11 ins.) of a Bodhisattva, standing. 

27. Fragment of a sculpture (ht. 8 ins.) containing the bust of a goddess. 

Stupa to proper right and lotus to left. 

28. Fragment of a sculjMure (ht. 8 ins.) with damaged bust of Buddha in 
the teaching attitude. 


Scalj/t/ires alot/p the i/orth /rail. 

29. Fragment (1 ft. 4 ins. by 1 ft. 1 in.) of a door-jamb or pilaster with a 
damaged figure of (lanesa in the square panel in front. 

30. Figure (ht. Ill fns.) of Buddlia in the earth-touching attitude {l/l/d////- 
sparsa-)///i(l/'d). 

31. Damaged and nnruiished bust of a three-headed god (8', ins. .5.1 ins.). 

32. Slab (length 1 ft. 9 ins.) carved with five female figures seated cross-legged. 

33. Slab (length 1 ft. .5 ins.) carved with .M.v standing male figures in relief. 
One of the men holds a long spear. 

34. Female figure (ht. 11 ins.) seated in the 'easy ]iosture '. 

35. lleadle.''S figure (ht. 1 ft.) of Buddha in the ■earth-touching attitude’: 
damaged ; fragnnuitarv insei ijitiou on the jiedestal. 

36. Figure (ht. 1 ft. 5 ins.) of Buddha seated in the attitude of teaching, 
on a double lotus throne. Bramh of the Ixxll/i tree above. Insei'iption on the 
lotus ])etals eontains Buddhist creed. 

37. Damaged figure (ht. 2 ft. ,5 ins.) of the Buddha in the hl/da/isjxirs((-)//i/drd. 
Branches of pip//l tree over the head flanked by flying (ja//dharras in clouds. 
Soft sandstone of a bluish grev colour. 
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38, Figure (lit. 1 ft. (5 ins.) of Buddha seated on a double lotus throne in the 
‘ earth-touching attitude ’. Eight shoulder bare. Halo behind the head. On 
the pedestal and the lotus petals above is an inscription of 7 lines reading : — 

(1) I'e dliarmwCi lietiipmhhavd lietun temm ta- 

( 2 ) -thdfjato Ivj-amdat tesctrh dm yo mrodha evamvd- 

(3) -dl malid-iramcDjah Samvat 0 VaimMia. 

(4) s>fdl 5 Si'l-Guya- 

(5) -carita Sn-Maltendropd- 

(6) -ladcvai'djye decadha- 

(7) -nmneycm 


T ranshifioti. 

The first twu and half lines of the inscription are the well-known Hahayana 
Buddhist cieed ; the rest can be translated thus ; ' In the year 9 on the oth 

of the bright half of the month of ATiisitkha, this pious offering (was made) 

at the illustrious Ounacharita in the reign of the king .Alahendrapala.’ 

39. Figure (lit. 1 ft. 7 in.s.) of four-armed Oane.sa witli large outspread ears, 

eating cakes with his trunk. 

40. Figure (lit. 2 ft. 4 in.s.) of Buddha in the ’ earth-touching attitude 

41. -Mahishasuramardinl. killing the buffalo demon (lit. 9 ins.). 

42. Figure of Buddha similar to Xo. 40 (lit. 1 ft.). 

43. Buddha similar to above (ht. 11 in.s.). 

44. Figure (ht. 11 in.) representing tlie Buddha in the Beer Bark delivering 

his Fii'sf Sermon after the Flnlightenment. Wheel and Deer on the pedestal. 

4.1. Bioken image of Buddha (ht. 1 ft.) in the 'earth-touching attitude’. 

40. Five fnigments (varying in height from 3 ins. to (i ins.) of Buddha 
figures all in the •'earth-touching attitude.' 

47. He, id (ht. 3 ins.) of a female figure. 

48. Two broken figures of Yi.shnu (ht. 0.\ ins. and 1\ ins.) Avith yadd and 
chdki'd. 

49. I’ wo umbrellas of small votic'e stupas (lit. 0 ins. and 8 ins.). 

•iO. Fifte'ur fi'agments of figures and architectural stones, Auiriouslv carwed. 

('/) .Si'vi'i'al of tlir im.i'ii'.; ill the ^lieil lie.ir iiisoriittioii-', wliich have already been i|e>r'rihed 
above. (//) (rood, (/) L. A. .AJ. ¥>., 'f-'tO ; Di^t. (4azet.. H.iya, 231 ; .J. A. B. (1817), 278 ; (_'. S. R., 
VUl. <33 ; M. ,8. R. (r,)|.3), <31' ; (/•) 2|n2 to 22<«». 


Hasra Kol. 

No. 23. — (u) The .incient mounds. 

(fi) In the Kol or \-.d|ey iietween the [la^rfi and .^ohn.'ith hilN. some 1 miles south-vest of 
AAazIre.inj. a -m.dl town ami K.dhv.iy ^t.ition l<i miles e,ist of (lava; (r) The TikarT Raj h.ns 
tliven the tr.ii't in .Arok.irr.iri to one .Mr. Keith ; (V/i III ; (e) To jiidire from tie' stvle of the imaye.s 
unearthed from these mound' .nid now pre'i r^^ ed in tlio local 'hnne.s at Y azlreanj, the inouiids 
appear to belony to the [.ate Alediieval period. 
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(f) Hasra is the name given to a low rocky ridge about 200 feet high 
at the northern extremity of a higher range of hills rising abruptly from the 

level plain. Between this 
ridge and the hill to its 
south, known as the Sob- 
nath hill, is a small defile 
about a quarter of a mile 
long and not more than 
400 yards in width. This 
is the Hasra Kol or Hasra 
valley. The whole of this 
little valley is strewn with 
brickbats, and several 
ruined mounds composed 
of earth and bricks mark- 
Fig. 29. — Ancient mound, Hasra Kol. iug sites of ancient stup- 

1 as and monasteries still exist. 

I 1. One of these mounds near the western extremitv of the vallev is 8 to 

i 10 feet high and nearly 75 feet in diameter. It probably represents the ruins 

1 of a brick stupa. A few broken pillars of grey granite are Iving on it and 

^ probably belonged to a porch in front of the stilpa. The pillars are stpiare 

;i below and octagonal above. A cro.ss trencli has recentlv been dug through 

■f the middle of the mound and the bricks obtained from it have been used in 

' the construction of a well about 300 yards to south. A stone slab carved 

with 4 rows of miniature Buddha figures is built into the well and is said 
to have also been unearthed from this mound. IS’o complete bricks are to 
i be seen but the local people state that the bricks measured about 12 to 14 

I inches long and 9 to 10 indies wide. 

1 2. A little to south-east of this is a large low mound about 150 feet lono- 
50 feet wide and 3 to 5 feet high. This apparently marks the site of a mon- 
astery. 

I 3. tSome 300 yards to north-east of the first mound and clo.se to the south 

I face of the Hasra ridge is a large mound measuring 92 feet by 75 feet and 

' about 20 feet high. This is also conqiosed of red earth and brickliats and 

proliably marks the site of a stOjia. It apjiears to have been ilug into. 
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Imjjoitaiit images among them are : — 

(1) A ])asalt statue of Buddlia in tlie IjhHjiu.'ipaigct-Ditidi/l with Avaloki- 

tesvara and (?) i\Iaitreya as attendants. 

(2) A seated Buddha figure hearing an inscription " Ye dltannu Rasi 

maJifl Kdsijdpu ", from wliicii it apjiears tliat the image probably 
represents the great Kasyapa liinrself. 

(3) A statue of Buddlia inscribed Avitli the usual creed. 

(4) An inscribed figure of Aksliobliya. 

In the fields to west of the Hasra valley, a few inches below the surface 
of the soil, are .^aid to be buried the remains of ancient brick walls, plat- 
forms. etc. Xo coins are said to have been found. The mounds, etc., at Hasra 
Kol arc ascribeil to tSolmath, a Hajput Baja after Avho:n the neighbouring 
hill i.s named. 

['j) None on surtace. (/') Fair. Tlio iii(nnul.s are .s^ill being u.>ed a.s brick (quarries by the 
villager'.!/) I. .V.. AXX (l'.O(i)- -'< 1 : (,'. S. R.. I'lII. lol-oii : Di.'t. Oazet.. bava. 'I'l Ki’ll ; L. A. 
M. B.. I’liy: A. S. lb. F. C. (I'.iOt!). 14; (/,) 2:520-34. 

Sobnath Hill. 

No. 24.- -(u) The ancient mound. 

[h) Oil the tup i)f till' Sdbnath hill .'outli of Flasra Kol (see Xo, 23): (c) Tlie Tikari Raj 
lias given the tract in iMokarrarl to one ilr. Keith ; (</) III. ; (c) Uncertain : but probably very 
early. 

if) Tlie hill to south of the Hasrii Kol is locally known as the Sobnath 

Hill. It is surmounted by tliiee rugged jtciihs all rising from one and the 
same eminence. On the lential one of tlie.se peaks is a large jilatfoim of 
dry stone masonry 75 feet sipiare and about 10 feet liigh. and on the top 

of this ])latform are traces of a round stupa. To south of the tSobiiath Hill 
is another hill locally known as the Bhalwatra. '’I’he three hills- -Hasrii. tSolmfith 
and Bhalwatia radiate vestwaids. a.s it were, fj-om one central j/oint on the 

east, and leave plain level .spaces rif four to five luindred yards wide l/etween their 
western e.xtiemities. In plan the.se hills resemble a cock's foot, and on the 

basis of this resemblance and the (existence of extensive remains at the foot 

of the niountain. Sii' Aurel fstein has suggested its identity with the ancient 
Ktikkufa [ladgiri. on the toj) ot Avliich. according to A’uan Uhwang, Kasvajja, 
the chief disciple of Buddha, is .said to have made himself invisible to the 

human eye to await the ani\'al of the coming Buddha .Maitreya. 

■■ Starting from the immediate vicinity (»f Bodh (Java, to the east of the 
Alaiiu river (the j/resent -Moliana XhidT) we enter a great Avild forest, and going 
100 ii or so Ave come to the Kukkutajuldagiri or (imuj/adagiri. The sides 
ot this mountain aic high ,ind rugged, the A'alleys and gorges are impene- 

trable. Tumultous torrents nrsli down its sides, thick forest envelops the VidlcA's, 
whilst tangled shntbs gr'OAv alotrg its caverrrous heights. Soarirrg rrj/Avards into 
the air ar'e three sharp peaks ; their tojrs ai'e srrrr'ourided bv th(' A'a[)our.s of 
heaven and their shape lo>t in the clouds. Behind these hills the A'enerable 
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Maha-K asyapa dwells, wrapped in a condition of Xinrnia. People do not 
dare to utter liis name, and therefore they speak of the Gurupada. When 
the master was on the point of attaining Xirvfoja, Kasyaj)a received from 
him the commission to preserve the Law, and for that purpose he called the 
great Convocation after Buddha's death in the Sattapannl cave near Rajglr 
and then, in disgust at the impermanence of the world, and desiring to die, 
he went towards the Cock's foot mountain. Ascending the north side of the 
mountain he proceeded along the Avinding jiath, and came to the south-west 
ridge. Here the crags and precipices prevented him from going on. Forcing 
his way through the tangled brushwood, he struck the rock with his staff and 
thus opened a way. He then passed on, having divided the rock, and ascended 
till he was again stopped by the rocks interlacing each other. He again opened 
a passage through and came out on the mountain peak on the north-east 
side. Then having emerged from the defiles, he proceeded to the middle point 
of three peaks. There he took the Tvasyapa garment of Buddha and e.xpressed 
an ardent vow. Gn this the three peaks covered him over ; this is the reason 
why these three peaks now rise up into the air. On the coming of the Maitreya 
Kasyapa will issue forth from the mountain, and delivering to him the gar- 
ment of Buddha, enter Nirvana. Now. therefore, on the top of the mountain 
is a stilpa built. C)n cpiiet evenings the people there looking from a distance 
see sometimes a bright light as it were of a torch ; but if they ascend the 
mountain there is nothing to be observed.^ " 

Now the central of the three spurs is surmounted, as mentioned before, 
by a sipiare 2 uirapet, 9 to 10 feet high, built of rough masonry, and the plat- 
form or terrace thus formed measures 75 feet on each side. On its top Sir 
Aurel Stein discovered a mound 10 feet high and about 20 feet in diameter, 
which appears to represent the remains of the same stupa which Yuan Chwang men- 
tions as existing on the to{) of tiie ’ C'ock’s-lbut-mountain." One of the bricks 
exposed measured 10 ins. by 9 ins. by 2 ins. The centre of the mound has been 
dug into for a dejith of 4 to 5 feet, and in the cavity thus formed, which 
is about 10 feet wide, lie hve large granite pillars 9 inches S([uare, half buried 
by debris. The hill, as rvell as the mound at its toji, is locallv known as 
Sobnrith, and the tradition atfai-hed to the place is that Sobnfith was a 
Raia of Ancient India, and that the hill known after his name is nothimr 

9 O 

but a mass of debris under which are buried the remains of the Raja's Palace 
or f^hla. The jiit sunk into the mound Avas made some 40 A'ears ago. 

(;/) Xono. (h) Good. Imt ])artly uA-ergrown witli jungle. (/) Beal (Isi-A-u-ki) II.. 112; A. 
G. I., 1(10: G. .S. B.. XY. .I; I. A.. XXV (.March, luoi), S ff. ; A. S. K.. E. t’., (1 <.h» 2) If; 
Dot. Gazet.. Gaya. 221-22 : S. A. B.. XH. 10. (k) 2;l;3.j. 2:S:i(;, 2:3:;7. 

Shamshernagar. 

No. 25. — {a) Tomb of ^amsher Khan. 

(h) In a laruc encloMin- south of the Dehri-Kliagol Gajial hiidge ; (r) The toiiih is in joint 
pO'^ession of all the landlovils of the A’illatre. and the .Mirnnuulinu plot of land Avhich originally 

‘ Oazetteer. (;a>a Uisliiet, j)]). quoting' fioiii Y\ian CliwaiiL'. 
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formed the garden of the tuiuh beloiig-"^ to (1) Baijiiatli Pi’cr&iirl Singh, of \ilLige BaiRUiwn, 
Thana .Arval. Dibtric-t Gaya. (2) Sardar Eanjit Singh, of Jiillundhar (Punjab) and (3) Deoki 
Lai. Deo Xarain Singh and other.', of Shamshernagar ; (d) II c ; (e) ^amsher lyhdu 
died in 1124 A.H. ( = 1712 A. I).). The tomb L .said to have been erected during his 
lifetime. 

(f) The tomb stands on a large brick 2 jlatforni 91 ft. 0 ins. .square and 4 ft. 0 ins. 
high, in the centre of a sjiacious < 2 uadrangle enclo.sed by a ruinous wall with a 

I 


i 



jiluin dooi'wuv in the middle ot the we.st .side. At the lour corners ol the 
terrace are octagonal touers about IS teet in diameter, now ruined and stand- 
ing scarcely a had higher than the to}> ol the terrace, uhich is approached 

Id' a staii' of 4 stone steji.^ on tlie south side, imduding the rootless t'erandah 
around it, the tomb measures .57 ft. 4 in.s. sipiare. The verandah is 9 ft. 

t) in.s. Avide (iuteinally) and its outer wall, which is 4 feet thick, is relieved 

with 5 semicircular arches in each side, three ol which in the centre ai’c siqt- 

jioi'ted on double stone jiillars with sipiare base.'. The exterior wall is surmounted 
by a battlenumted parajiet, a little below which is a decqi cA/n//j’n resting on a 
series of mas.si\'e brackets : while at each coiner ot the A'erandah rises a small 
cupola ciiiried on slender jiillars. 'ITie verandah was roidi'd originalh' Id' a 

brick vault. Imt this evas desfroyei! Iiv lightning together tvith the eastmn 

wall id' the verandah and one ol its ( ujiolas : while two further cnjinlas of 

the tomb ju'ojiei' weic also destioved in the same way. 'I'liis hittm' is a square 
ot 30 ft. 2 ins. exteinally with a hexagonal minaret at each corner. At the top 
ot each of these minarets is a small cupola resting on (> gi-acehd jiillars. Like 
the other cujiohis of the tomb, the.se are dei-oratml on th(> outside with lotus 
petals. In the mifldle id each side of the tomb is an arched entrance (i ft. 2 ins 
high and 3 ft. 9 in.s. wide and above each arch is a .small window. The main en- 
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trance, liovever, vas in the southern arch, where the stone frame of the door 
is still intact. Above the jiarapets of the lower scpiare storey of the tomb 
at a height of about 20 feet from the ground, the walls assume an octagonal 
shape, above which occurs a smaller octagon supporting a hemispherical dome 
surmounted by a Irdaki, the lower vase of which is broken. The lower octagon 
is relieved with a minaret at each angle, and a window with stone jail in 
the middle of each side. Internally the tomb is a scpiare of 19 ft. 0 ins. reduced 
to an octagon by small arches at the angles, the dome resting on the octagon 
itself. The dome is not Iniilt solid, there being a hollow space (approached 
bv a flight of steps in tlie thickness of the wall) between an inner and outer 
shell. 

The grave of Xawwab Shamsher Khan occupies the central position under 
the dome and is di.stinguished by a raised Qalaaichui on the toji, and a small 
masonrv lamp-stand resemljling a Buddhist votive stfpia towards the head. 

To left or east of k^anrsher Fean's grave is another containing the relics of 
his wife. 

Immediately to north-west of the tomb there were, it is said, a IxJoll and 
a sardi where travellers could rest and partake of food supplied free of cost 
bv ^atnsher Khan and his descendant.s. 'fhe bdoll was destroyed at the 
time the Khagol canal was excavated. 

lliralum I^an, aftei wards known as ^^am^^er j^an, was a son of l^an 
I^anan bv his second wife, tlrphaned at an early age. he was brought up 
by his uncle Da‘ud Khan bhirai^T. the famous (lovernor of Bihar who subdued 
the Baja of Palamau in 1(9)3 A.l). After the death of Xawwrd) Da'ful Idian, 
Ibrahim was appointed Faajddr of iManikpur, and was soon promoted to the 

/’naJda/’-ship of Sarkar Slifdiabad, a position which he is said to have liold 

for 30 years. Wlieu Rahim I^an Afghan rebelled ajid defeated Miwaja iMu- 
hammad Anwar, Prince ‘Azim-u.sh-^an was .sent against Bahim Khan, and 

Il)rrdiim Khan was ordered to help the Prince. Here Ibrrdiim Khan won 

his laurels, and in a pitched battle with Bahim I^an killed the latter 

witli an arrow shot in the lorehead. As a leward lor this service 

he was given the title of Sluimsher Klian. besides other gifts in ca.sh 

and kind. Later on Shamsher Khan served for short periods as Sfiba- 
d.ir of ’Azimfibad (Patna), Oudh, and (loralchpur. In the Avar of succes- 
sion Avhich folloAved the death of Aurangzib, l;diamsher Khan sided Avith 

])rince Rafi'-ush-sjian, and Avas killed, together Avith his son ’.\)|il Wian, 

by a cannon ball. 'The date of his death is giv-en in the cdu'onogram 

"'III- ih'iink llif cap Ilf ilia iii/iilii)ii . This is e<|nivalent to 1124 A. II, or 1712 
A.l). riie information about Shamsher Khan Avas obtaiiunl troin a manuscript 

in the possession ot the desccinlanls of XawAv.ib D.a'fid Klifm liA'ing m a very 
humble Avay at 1 Ifrudnagar. 

iq) Xonu. (h) (tco'l. (/) L. .A. M. B.. 332. i/l) 22ol i'4_ 
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PATNA DISTRICT. 


Bihar. 

No. 26.— (fl) T]ie fort ot Eihiir. known as the Qil'a. 

(/y) To ^outli-east of tlie Suk-Divi'ional OttK-frV t'otirl ; [() .Mu'.iiuiiiar J^ooud Ral of 
JIanza’ Xawiida. Parsana Samal (Gaya) and 3!' others, of dift'ereiit vilLwcs; (d) III ; (0 The 
remain'- date from otli fentnrv to alunit tlie liirli centure A.Ih 

(/) Dr. Buchanan Hamilton in lii.s " Eastern India ” mentions a tradition 
according to which the fort was hiiilt during the .supremaev of tlie Andhra 
kings who ruled over the (fangetic Piovinces. d'he ti’adition of the -laina foun- 
der Padmodaya and that of the Haga Baja have been dismissed by him as 
purelv mvthical. Taranath makes mention ol the place twice under the name 
of Otantapura or Fdandapura Desa. first in the account of the reign of Dopfda 
(the founder of the Pfila dynasty) who. it is said, built a temple at Nfdanda 
near Otantapura in 815 A.D.. and again in referring to the final conijiiest 
of the country liy lUitiyar-ud-DTn Huhaniniad ilm Bal^tyrir I^aljl in 1197 A.D, 
when he states that the Buddhist monasteries at Otanta])ura were desti’oyed. 

Bojiala, the founder of the Pala dynasty is also said to have built at 

T’dandajnira a great and magnificent monastery or I'iltdra which seems to 

be the origin of the modern name of the town. In early IMuhammadan his- 
tories of India, tlie jilace is called Fdand Bihrtr, but in the later chronicles 
the first iiart of the name is invariably omitted. 

After Ikhtiyfir's compiest in 1197 A.D. Bihar became the seat of the 
3Iuhamniadan Governors of tin* ])j'ovince until, in A.D. 1541. Sl_,er Sliah Sfiii 
transferred the capital to Patna, which was then a small town dejicndent 
on Bihar Bihar was sacked by the .Maratlias in the time (d 'All A'ai'dI J^an ; 
and in 1757 was visited by dlir Jadar F^an, who spent several days at the 
place visiting the tondis of the local saints. Later, the Emiieror Shah blhim 
made Bihrir his head-ijuarteis tVu' ,a .shoit time dni’ing his invasion of Bengal 

from which it may be inferred that the fort was in a state of good 2 )reser- 

vation up to the end of the LSth century A.D. 

The fort stamls on a natural plateau rising above the level of the sur- 

rounding ])lains. and less than a century ago Dr. Buchanan Hamilton des- 
cribed it as being of irregular shape and defended by strong ramjiarts of stone, 
r|Uai'ried from the adjacent hill, d'he foundations of the city wall were then 
eveivwhei’e entire, and each salient angle was sti'engthened by a round bastion. 
The great moat in front of the fort, which varied from 4U0 to (iUO ft. in width 
was even then under cultivation, and cut through by winding canals at several 

jdacc'. 1'liere wei'c huge heaps (d' bnck< in the fort, but the tuiildings to which, 
these lielonged had alread\' been destroyed l)eyond recognition. ( )f (he gates, 
the one to the north wa-. defended by two towei's. Inside the T’ums of (he 

old foit another mud loit was eonstrueted. Avhieh served as the quarters of 
the Bajput guard of the iflughal Gollector sent to manage the reviuuu's of 
the suiromiding country, .\bout a hundred v<“.irs before Ins visit. sa\'s Dr 
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Buchanan Hamilton, the descendants of the guard had planted a couple of 
trees, under which they built two small temples of Siva, placing around them 
sculptures which they found scattered over the fort area. 

According to General Cunningham, the fort area covers 312 acres, and 
measures 2.800 feet from north to south and 2,100 feet east to west. The 

walls of the fort, which 
were of cyclopean pro- 
portions, measured 18 
to 20 feet thick and 
25 to 30 feet high, and 
were constructed of 
very large blocks of 
stone. These walls and 
ramparts have now 
entirely disappeared. 
Even the mud or 
l)rick f(H't of Muham- 
madan times is no long- 
er extant, and with the 
Fig. 31. — Remains of the fort wall, Bihar. exception of OllC 01 tv O 

Muhammadan shrines there is hardly a building of any autitpiity left in the 
fort. Scattered here and there over the fort area are numerous mounds which 
the villagers have been exploiting for their bricks and brick-dust, these 

operations having exposed the foundations of ancient buildings at a depth 
of 15 to 25 feet. Numerous Buddhist carvings of the later mediaeval period 
were obtained during these diggings, comprising cliiefly broken Buddha or 
Bodhisattva figures, votive stupas, pillars, door jambs and other architec- 
tural features relieved with figures of Buddha in various attitudes, etc., etc» 
A number of the better preserved sculptures have already found their wav 
to Calcutta. Others of lesser importance are preserved by the local Hindus 
either in their own houses or near the modern temples or old wells, of 
which there is a large number on the fort. Notable among the sculptures 

now preserved at the old wells are the following ; — 

(ff) At Prem Sahai Kuan (where traces of the fort wall still exist), a 

verv small standing figure of Devi holding aloft a sword in her 
right hand. 

(b) At Mata Than, south of tlie larger Yaishnavite temple, a collection 

of broken and entire sculptures containing several figures of Bud- 
dha, a damaged Gane.sa, and a fragment of a Bodhisattva figure 
with a female c/mmd-bearer. 

(c) At Babajl Kuan, a pede.stal with legs of Vajra Vari'dil ; canned fragments 

with Buddha figures in niches, and a small inscribed fragment of 
a Siva image witli a bull on the ];edestal. 



All these detached images are of black .stone. 
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A1)OUt the centre of the fort stands the tomlj of ^)uinais (h'tdirih The 
grave of the saint is placed on a raised platform in the middle ol a hrick 
enclosure 'which is not more than 4U vears old. though tlu' hricks used ni its 
construction have apparently been dug out <jf the mounds sc.ittei'ed about 
tlie fort. A fe’w fragmeiitarv images and some umbrellas anil votix'e stipras 
are Iviug in the outer compound of the toud), of which the ])avenient is ^aid 
to have once been studded "with numerous Buddhist sculptures. 1 hese sculp- 

tures were liought bv local Ijtimjds who m turn have disposed id rhein to 
dealers in aiitirpies in Calcutta and other places. One head-less Buddha 
and a six-armed female tigui'e are still lying here ; and on the ]tedestal 

of the Buddha tigure is an inscription containing profiatily the Buddhist creed. 

At ])res(>nt the fort area is entirely occuiiied by Civil and IMuiiicipal build- 

ings and hv a portion of the town of Bihar itself. 'I’he old buildings have 
all disa])))eared. and the tiaces of the old fort wail, which ari' to hi' found 

in one nr two ])lace> milv. are ra])idly di.>a])])earing. 

(//) i-ii. Two important Sanskrit inscriptions are recorded on a, sandstone 
jtillar 14 feid liigli which was retnoved from the fort by IMr. Broadley (a former 
iSub-Pivisional Officer) and placed upside down on a brick platform near his 

own residence, whence it has lately been removed to the Patna TIuseuni. The 
upjier ami earliei record on the pillar consists of IT lines and helongs to the 

reign of Kuniilra Oupta (A.T). 4]T-4.5r)) ; the lower to his son and successor 
i^kanda Cdipta (A.D. 4.j.j-4S0). 

(f) The uppi'.r inscription which is hadly damaged, ojtens with an eulogy 
of Kuniara (dijita- (or his father-in-law i) who is called "a very moim of a 
man, e(|ual in jirowess to the Ood \i.shnu. the younge]- lu'other of Indra, 

uneiiualled in I'cspect ol virtuous (iiiahtios Kumara Oupta is then mentioned 
as having erected this pillar, referred to as ” the best of columns ■' and " a 
•saciificial post” in the inscription, a.nd a.s having constructed a grou]) of temples 
in a grove of fig trees and castor oil plants. T’ho latter ])ortion of the epigraph 
probably recoided a gift or endowment, hut it is too badly damaged to be 
readable. 

(//) 'ITie lower insciiptioii consisis id IS lines and is somew'hat^ botteT- ju'c- 
served. free tanslation of it is given below: — 

■■ 'The .Maharrijadhiraja., thi' glorious Saiiiudragupta— who was the e.xten'mi- 
natoi' of all kings: who had no eijual in lh(“ woi'ld ; whose fame wa,s tasted 
by the waters of the lour oceans ; who was cfjual to the gods Dha.nada and 
T'ariina, and Indra and Antaka ; who was thi' very a.xc of the god Kritanta ; 
who was the giver of inanc’ inilliojis of cows and gold, and who was the " ri'- 
■stoi'cr of the A.A’ainedha sacrifice that had long been in aheya,nce was the son 
of tlie, .Maharajadhiraja, the glorious ( 'handragujita, 1, by the JJehlnivi's daughter 
tpieen Mnh.adevi Kuniara, DevT. and grandson of tin' illustrious .Abdiilraja (llnitot- 
kachn. and great grandson of tlie Alahniaja tiic illustrious (fnjita; a, ml Saniudra- 

' 7 Ilf iiaiiic ot th<' -1 ID t u .‘w djul In- -.nf{ to hu a tic-i i ait la rit of t la* kH'at ut InifJr'lai 1 S,i \ \ kI 

Abcul Qjilir .lilHni. 'I'Im Jttt* iidant' ot fin (onih lliat the .-diiit wa'* tlir fOTilfnijtojaiA ot .Mabj^dutn Miail-ud- 
dln, tbf |-ation -Miiiil lit llili “i r { I .'it fi cent mi \ A.IX)- " 
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giipta’s son was the Maliarajadhiraja the glorious Chanclragupta II by Queen 
Mahadevi Dattadevi. His son by MahadevI Dhruvadevi was the IMaharajadhi- 
raja the glorious Kumaragupta, whose son is the iMaharajadhiraja the glorious 
Skandagupta.'’ The last 8 lines are too badly damaged to be clearly read 
and translated, but it is apparent that they record perpetual religious endow- 
ments made by the Raja. 

(Hi) Over the entrance of the mosque attached to the dargah of Qumais 
Qadiri is fixed an inscribed slab containing the Kalima in the central section and 
four Persian verses engraved in Xaskli characters, two on either shle of the 
Kalima. TJie inscription is badly damaged. I have read it as follows : — 

To right. 

C *! jQ- iv" 1 jh Id (i) 

[,.a] [<;] p 41 Jpljji ((-) 

To left. 


b . ■ " • (f") 

The readings are doubtful, but it is clear that the inscription records the 
erection of a domed building in the dargiili of a saint at Bihar during the 
reivn of Islam t^.ih Silrl. The date given in the inscription is 955 A.H.= 1548 
A.D. 

(Ii) In ruitis ; (;) 5Iartiu’s Ea>t India. I. ; Dht. Gazet.. Patna. ; A. S. R. 

E. C. (1902). 18-19; L. A. 51. B.. 2.57-258; G. 8. P>.. I. :56-:18 and plate XVII, 
XI. 185-9:5; Oxford History of Iiulia. 221; C. I. I.. III. I9-.52 ; Ik I. 51. (11*2:3-24). 28-29, 
{/•) .191-92. 190:5-190 1, 1905.1906 and 2:551. 

No. 27. — (o) Tomb of 5Ialik Ilirrdiim Baya or Bayyu ; 

{!)) On the top of Plr Paharl. or Bari Paharl, an isolated hill situated about two miles 
to the nortli-west of the town of Bihar: (c) Government; (J) II a; {<■) 5Iiddle of the 11th 
century A.U. 

(f) The tomb of 5Ialik ll)raliTm Bayyfi or Baya stands in flic middle of 

a court measuring 184 feet nortli to south and 159 feet ea.st to west, bounded 

by a low !)rick wall 2 ft. 9 ins. thick. Around the tomb is a berm or low 2 )hit- 
form 11 ft. 4 ins. wide and about a foot liigli. Tlie tomb pro])er measures 48 feet 
s(piare externally. The walls, which are 8 ft. .‘5 ins. thick at the base, taper u])- 
warrl and are surmounted by a bold cornice conq)osed of five courses of 
carved biicks in stepped 2 )rojcction, the decoiation consisting of rosettes and 
lotus leaves between two dentil courses. The dome is curiously elongated, 

somewhat like the dome (d' ancient Buddlii.st sti'ipas. and is ])erhaps one of 
the earliest exain])les (d 51uhainmadan domes in this ])art of the count rv. 

Access to the inteiior (d the tomb is guineil througli two small arched door- 
wavs on the south and east, both ol which are now ])rov ided wiTli iron gates 
fitted with wiie-netting to e.xchnU' birds. The jn'ineijud grave stamls in the 
centre, and there are 10 (dhers artnind it of the descendants of the Malik 

On the head-stone of the firiucifial grave are a number of rag-ribbons tied 

there in token of their vow s and prayers by persmis desirous of ( hildreii. 

etc, Internally, the tomb is 31 ft. (5 ins. scpiare up to a height of about 
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5h feet, above which the square is changed into an octagon by means of 
three concentric arches in each corner. Tlie angles of the octagon are, in 



Fig. 32. — Tomb of Malik Ibrahim Bayyu, Bihar. 

turn, filled in with small corbels to form the circle on which the dome is 
reared. The springing of the dome is marked by mouldings surmounted by a 

row of shallow niches. In the south and east sides are doors ; and an 

arched recess occurs in the northern and western walls, the recess to the 

north being pierced by some 20 small square holes right through the thickness 
of the wall, a feature which takes the place of the stone jdlls so frequently 
met with in later Muhammadan tondis. Each alternate side of the octagon 
is relieved with a small boss over the arches, and above the bosses are iron 
rings fixed in the masonry, probably for the ropes of a canopy. 

The tomb is said to have been built by Sayyid Dauld, the eldest of the 

seven sons of the saint, who lies buried to the west of his father’s grave. 

The bricks of which the tomb is built are of different sizes, varying from 
8|: ins. by 4| ins. by 2 ins. to 14 ins. by 10 ins. by 2| ins. In colour and 

texture they resemble the bricks used in the monasteries of Nalanda (No. 30) 

and may indeed have been obtained from the remains of the manv Buddhist 
viharas which the place appears to have contained before the Muhammadan 

conquest. These bricks haA'e been finely dre.ssed and rubbed to a smooth 
surface. The tomb closely resembles the darg.lli of Juman MadarT at Ililsa 
but the lliLsa tomb is later in <late. 




IX THE BIHAR AXD ORISSA PROVIXCE. 


59 


To south of the Malik's tomb, within the enclosure, is a small dome 
on four arches built over the grave of one Maulana Mubarak, of Patna. At 
each corner of the enclosure, as also over the entrance thereof, was a small 
dome, a part of the one at the north-east corner being still extant. About 
100 yards to north-east of the Malik's tomb is an arched doorway which 
once gave access to a mosque. Over the doorway is an inscribed slab giving 
the date of the construction of the mosque as 973 A. H. =1565 A.D. AVilful 
damage has been done in modern times to this inscription. 

Col. E. T. Dalton mentions Ibrahim Bayvu in his ' Ethnology of Bengal ’ 
(p. ‘211), and says that Jangra, a Santal Kajah, destroyed himself and his 
family in the Fort of Chai Champa, Hazaribagh Distric-t, when he heard of 
Malik Bayyu's approach. 

" According to traditions .still preserved among the ’ Mujawirs ’ or custo- 
dians of the .shrine. Ibrrdilm i\Ialik Bayvu was an inhabitant of Butuagar 
and was sent by i\Iuhammad-i-Tu^laq to chastise Hans Kumar. Raja of Eoh- 
tasgarh. The Rajah frequently came to Bargaon, the great Buddhist monastery, 
to worship. He oppressed the poor iMuhammadans of the country. Xow it 

happened that an old woman, a Sayyidah, killed a cow, in order to celebrate 
the nuptials of her grandson, when a kite snatched up one of the bones, and 
let it fall near the place where the Rajah worshipped. The Rajah was, of 

course, enraged, and put the Mtdiammadan bridegroom to deatli. On the 

advice of her friends, the old woman complained to Muhammad-i-Tu^laq. 
Beins uncertain as to whom he .should entrust with the command of an ex- 
pedition against Hans Kumar, he consulted the astrologers. They told him, 

■ This verv night a storm will occur in the city, of such violence that all 
the lights will be extinguished. In who.se house a lamp may be found burn- 
ing. he is the man best fitted for the undertaking'. Ibrahim Malik Bavyu 

was found reading the Quran by lamp-light, and next morning he was appointed 
to command the expedition. He at once advanced to Bihar, and surprised 
Rajah Hans Kumar at the Sfiraj Pokhar, Bargaon. Although the Rajah escaped 
to Rohtasgarh, the number of the .slain was so great that Malik Bayvu return- 
ed with fifty seers weight of sacred threads. He now occupied himself in 
subduing the warlike tribes of the province, and unfortunately fell at the 
moment of victory, his enemy Rajah Hans Kumar having l)een killed in the 
same battle. Malik Bayyu's body was brought to Bihar : and the Rajah's 
head and the sacred thread were buried at the foot of the hill, which still 
bears the name of .Mand-mala." [J. A. S. B., XLII (1873). pt. T 300.] 

All this, however, appears to be mere legend. 

Aciording to the inscriptions on Malik Bayyu's shrine, he died, apparently 
peacefullv. on the 13th Zil-Hijjab. 753. A.H. or 20th .lamiarv. 1353. A.D. in 
the second year of Firoz I’ughhnj's reign and about a year before his invasion 
of Bengal. 

'Pile hill 1)11 which the tomb of Malik Bayvu is situated is " composed of 
cuboidal masses of crystallized sandstone having a fanciful resemblance to horn, 
thence called by the learned. ‘ 1 loriistone ' [d. A. S. B . (1S37), p. 352.] 
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(Standing alone, a.s it doeS; in the midst ut the fields and ])alm groves 
of Eiiiar. this hill seems to he tlie same ' solitarv hiir or India > lloek^ as 
that vhich Fa Hian mentioned to have seen at a distance ot 9 Vojanas to 
the south-east of Patna (while he was oii hP way to Pajgir). The distance 
given bv Fa Hian is ajiproximately aceinate. Mine Yojanas are eijual to about 
41 English miles and the distance between Patna and Bihar is 38 miles nd 
Fatuha and 41 miles cid Bakhtiaipur according to Cunningham's calculation. 

{(j) i. Over the eastern entrance to the tomb is a Persian inscription in 
two lines, each line containing 3 verses wiitten in XaslT characters;- 


_l.' j ' 

i) 





yb ) X] 


h 




b 



yiAXXj tb 

r 


a*j JU. 





T !'< Ill slat ion. 

1. This is the Jagirdar of Bihar tlie Malik, the Sword of the Kingdom (Saif-i- 
Baulat) ; from the dread ot whose .sword tlie Sun would throw down its shield. 

2. Like his name-sake (Abraham the Patriarch), he broke idols, so that in 
the future world, he may have the title of ‘Iconoclast’. 

3. The Avari'ioi', who broke tlie ranks (of the enemies) : when lie arrayed 
hi.s ranks Pustam fell into feverish restle.ssne.ss and Bahman lost his firmness. - 

4. Altliough the Sun defeated the army of the planets, at last he made 
lor himself a screen of the mountains.'* 

o. The date ol the disappearance of this luminarv — who like a ruby in 
stone Avent away from the world to sleep. 

(i. was — the 1 3th of the e.xalted month of Zil hijja and the year was 7a3 
of the era. 

(/'/') Over the southern doorway of the tomb is another Persian inscription 
of two lines, each line containing 3 verses written in MaslT characters. It 
reads as fi'illows : — 






j^si) 

X*,* 

j! df Afxf 



* 

jXMi 


lOil 

*• 

jiJ 


C 0^/* ykj^ V-** - .A 

.»xaiS 

» 



L?^ 

;r’ j' 

iS 

A->? 

i.x*(,.n V — fl/« 

;|AS> 


* ^ 

id 









;/ >— ) v-'dl ofXil 

yp*’ Jails' . 

' Tliis })ili flitlcronf from tliat mIiuIi rontaijipfl the fiuha-'nila cave. 

2 or “arp! (PiUMtani) [irr^pircd liko a rain-poiirinc' oloiul ”, 

■ Thf lijlit of tlif Sun IS .so strnnr fliat tlio pl.nncfs aic not \i„il,Ic. ; l,ut tlie siin Fotf- and lo'C" liiniself faliii.ti 
tlio mountains. So also Malik ll.i.Uini, Ilavyu, -alio lil-enerl to tl.o .S„n and « Iiom' tomb stands on tlio bill. The 
word I' 'viittr-i uitbont i u ,1 ( . 'J in t be cpiui.iidi. 
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T ranslation. 

1. Under this dome, ivliich, in a spiritual sense, has a higher position than 
the dome of heaven. 

2. Sleeps a lion, from Avhose dread timers hid themselves in the bellies of 
bats. (0 

3. The pivot of tlie realm, Ibaralum-I-Bu Bakr (=Ibrahlm (Ison of) Abu 
Bakr), \Yho ivielded his svord for truth like Haidar (he., ’All. the 4th Caliph). 

4. Such a leader of armies, such a concpieror of realms, will not be born 
a second time in the seven climes. 

5. Xow, 0 Clod ! as he has fallen down at Thy door, open in mercy Thy 
door to him ! 

6. (and) with the musk of 'I'liv Mercy and the camjihor of Tliy Compassion, 
perfume the walls of his grave. 

This inscription is not cut deep and the chisel marks look (piite fresh ! 

{Hi) There was a third inscription on the tomb, ft was first published by 
Ravenshaw in the J. A. S. B. for 1839 and again by Beale, Horn and Bloch- 
mann. This is the only inscription which mentions the .Malik’s name as Ibralura 
BanijR. ’Phe inscription is said to be in the Indian Museum now. 

(/)) (food: (;) 8. R.. I. 37 and 111. ltd; Dist. (.fazet.. J'atna. l'.>2 ; L. A. M. B.. 

2.36 ; A. s. R.. K. C. (16(12). IS-lO; .1. A. s. B. (1S36). 3.')2-3 ; Xldl, (1873). jU. I, 
3()()-02 ; Raalc. Miftah. 6(); D.dton. Rtlin'ilDii y of Bcnir.d, 211 ; R. T,. TT, 202. (k) 103, 
23.33. 

Maner. 

No. 28. (a) Toml)s (.»f IMal^dnm Shah Daulat and ll)rrdiim Khun at Manor 

better known as the Chhoti Dargfdi. 

(h) (.)i)p(isit(' till.’ Ufik Bungalow at .Mani'r. 10 tnilos south- wo.st of I’.itna and 6 milos 

north of Bihta. a small station on tlio R.ist Indian Railway ; (c) Savyid ^ah Fazl-i-Husain 

8ahlb Sajjada Xadlfn- a descendant of the saint ; (<l) le ; (c) The massive gateway to 

north, whiidi forms flu' main entrance into the eoniiiound. w.is constructed in 1002 .V.fl. 
= 1303 A.D. The saint died in lol7 .V. H.= 1608 .\.l). ami his mausoleum was linished 
in ]023 A.ll.--l()16 A.l). ; while the mu-ijue and the g.dlery to west were comjileted in 
1028 A. 11. -161'.) A.D. 

( f) TTie toml) of Tlaj^dum Shrdi Dnulut is situated immediately to the 
north of the tank at .Manor and occupios the coni re ol a, largo briids oiudosuio 
moasnring 2.37 ft. by 2.32 ft. ;ind about 10 foot high. .\t oa,ch of the four cor- 

ners of the enclosure is a, twelve-sided tower, two ol wiiicli. on the we.st. ,iro 
still standing to their original h('ight. The southern wall ol the ejiclo.sure has 
been further strengthened by two (‘Xtra towers ol the same shape, and mie 

of tlii’se. near the south-west corner, coutaius a flight ol steps leading to the 
top id' the ti’rrace. The com|)lete lowers on the wi'si sidi' are two storevs 
in height, and ai'o built with a slight ta])er ujovai’ds. Of tin' otb.er twm on 

the east siih'. thi’ one in the south-east eorne!- is jiroviih’d with stone /d/Z.s 

in each ol the alti’rnate siih’s of its uppi’i- storey. It is said to liave been 

built bv Ibr.ahTin Khau to si’rve as his own Intrial ])lace. but as it ,^,,1 

comjileted when he died, he was Imrii’d .it, the feet of the s.iint 
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Shah Daulat’s tonih is locally known as the C’hliotl D.ugali. dhtinguished 
from the shrine of QazI Yahva dfaneri close hv. which i' called the Bari 



i'Ki. :i:}. — 'J'oiiil) of Shall Daiilat, .Manor. 

Dargilh - SJhaikh \ahya heing an ancestor of f^iah fDaulaf. The niausoleuni 
is perhaps tlie finest niomunent in the Province, and is entirelv Imilt of 

Cliuiiar sandstone, ft stands on a raised [ilatfonn about 58 feet 8([nare and 
2 ft, 4 ins. liigh. The domed chamber forms a .sipiare of 34 ft. 8 ins. externally and 
is enclosed on all sides by a veramlah 11 ft. 8 ins. wide. The loftv ceiling of the 
veiandah is most elaborati’ly carved with varied panels of floral and geometri- 
cal designs and with verses from the thiT'an the carving being comjiarable 
to the be.it work at Tathpur SikrI. At each of the four corners of the ver- 
andah a space (about 12 feet s([uare) has been transformed into an open room 
li} reducing the size of the o[)enings. Above these I'ooms (if thev may be 
so called) are tour small cujailas each resting on 12 pillars r-omplete with 
chhajjas and carved ])arapets. the latter being surmounted by small balusters 
or minarets continuing the vertical line of the pillars sujiporting the cu])olas. 

Internally, the tomb i> :}1 foiM sipiare. On each side there are four loftv 

stone pillars -the corner ones being heavier than the others and between the 

pillais is a thin stone wall relieved with horizontal mouldings, rows of niches, 
and three arches containing rectangular stone ./V7/7.S-. The arched spaces above 
the ,g7/7,s- contain the words Alhih-u- KafI in bold Arabic letter-. Higher up 
in the same line are other small jrI/7^. The pillars are surmoutded l.v 
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massive brackets supporting heavy beams of stone. The square is first 
changed into an octagon by beams from pillar to pillar crossing the angles 
of the square, the angles being filled in with corbelling. By very gradual 
corbelling the octagon is changed into a circle, on which rests the magnificent 
dome sheltering the graves, of which that of Malidum ^ah Daulat is in 
the centre. Of the two others near his feet, the one to east is that of his 
wife, and the other to west contains the relics of Ibrahim &an, the builder of 
the mausoleum. 

The north and west sides of the cjuadrangle in which the tomb is situated 
are occupied by an open gallery, the flat roof of which is supported on stone 
pillars. In the middle of the west gallery and projecting from it, is a small 
mosque (o8 ft. by 24 ft.) with an inscription of 3 lines over the central 

entrance. The first two lines contain verses from the Qur’an. The third line 
contains two Persian couplets giving the date of the completion of the mosque 
as 1028 A.H.=1619 A.D. 

The gallery around the quadrangle was never completed ; and on the 

north side it is to be seen only on the west of the large gateway opposite 

the mausoleum. The gateway is of the usual Early Mu^al type, and the 
passage between the guard rooms is roofed by a regular dome hidden from 
view by the high parapets above. On either side of the gate is an octagonal 
tower containing a stair which leads up to the roof. The entrance is only 

5 ft. 9 ins. wide. On the outer front, near the parapets, are three inscribed 

slabs ; the one to right or west bearing some verses from the Qur‘an, the other- 

two containing chronograms relati)ig to the construction of the gateway. 
The inscription on the central slab is in Arabic verse giving 982 A.H. = 

1574 A.D. as the date of the gate ; that on the left hand slab is in 
Persian verse, and badly damaged. The front of the gateway, as well as 
the octagonal towers flanking it, is relieved on the outside with screened 
windows and domed balconies, which add considerably to its interest 
and beauty. In front of the gate and serving as an approach to it is a 

large projecting chabutn'i 30 ft. long and about 12 ft. high. It contains two 
cells in each side and at the far end of it is a stair with steps on three 

sides. 

Tradition assigns some antiquity to Maner. which is said to have been 

the seat of the Hindu Bajas before hiiam .Muhammad JAuph, the great ancestor 
of Shrdi Daulat, came fiom Arabia and compiered the place in 576 A.H. (1180 
A.D.). 1 mam Muhammad Faqlh is now known as 'I’aj Faqih (not Tej Fatih 

as given in the District (iazetteer). He is believed to have handed over the 

country to ll^tiyar Khaljl after the latter's compiest of Bihar, and to have 

returned to Arabia alter leaving his tliree sons to work as Islamic missionaries 
in this part of tlie country. Almo.st all the .saints in Bihar are descendants 

uf Imam Muhammad Facph. Evidence of the former e.xistcnce of Hindu <>r 
Buddhist building'’' 'it Mauei’ is to be .seen in a damaged stone tiger now 

Iving near the north gate of the Bari Dargrdi. It is a medieval sculptm’e, 

and depicts a tiger crushing an elephant betweeir its fore-legs. 


1 . 
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111 the Bari Dargali to soiitli of the Shah Daiilats toinh are hiiiied tlie 
reiiiain.s of Shaikh Yahya. a veil knovii aneestor ol the saint, altin- vliom 
the partjdiia is generally called in old histories as " IManer-i-^aifh h ahya 
•Sultan Sikandar Lodi (but not the Enqieror Babar) is related to have made 
a pilgrimage to tlu' shrine ol Shaikh Yahya. In the Ahi-i-Akhail. dlamu' is 
described as .situated near the iunctioii of the Sou with the Ganges. 

ifj) Over the large gateway on the north, -which is the main entrance into 
the enclosure, are three inscriptions, two in Arabic and the third in Persian 
vei>e. 


(i) Arabic inscription at the right end ; 




di.'l ii.m i!] 1' - ilil 

'/v o'* b 


^ Uh U)i| h.u. ^ J) hih 


c’-' 

m.'lA 


T ran slat i 0 ) 1 . 


Bi.sndllrdi. Kalima. “ And those who shall have feared their Lord shall be 
conducted by troojis towards paradise, until they shall arrive at the same : and the 
Hates thereof .shall be ready set o])en ; aiul the guards thereof shall sav unto 
them Peace be on you ! "^'e have been good ; AVlun-elore enter vc into ))aradise 

to remain tlierei i forever.’’ (LHiVan- XXXIX, 73.) 

(//) Arabic inscri])tion in the centre : 

uL*. d.fs-) iIj x> 

j O' Sd ■ ■ > O 

li4 dUo Jj ^fe ^'iir j;s 


T)a)islaiio)i. 

1. i was seeking a chronogram for this gate : my heart was ijuiet bv His power. 

2. i\Iy mind thus commanded: say. "whoever enters it shall be safe”. 

(in) Persian inscription at the left end; 


1 "1 v;>‘ 



“'“A 


AA.w.'SvA. 

( • 




JU 

jd 
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ftB/ y iCyi. 

•/ 

trAd 


± t (I 


Y hen the gate of the holy mausoleum of the .Shfdi (i.e.. the saint) 
raiscfl its head towards comjiletion. 

2 . 1 asked the mind the year of its lini.shing ; for this umspiciotis place mv mind 

3. o})ened the li]i of blessing and said 'May the door of Danlat (power or 
wealth, and name of the saint also) remain open for ever.’ ” 

(iv) Over the central entrance of the small mos,|ue occupying the central 
portion in the gallery to west of the tomb i-. the folhm ing inscrr],tioj| • 

Jl J- rv'-’i - Jrj ^ diti 

j .Adr lA..- A.^l j dJ )) ,J, j, 
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diJJl ^af j 4aJ| ^'.kA-.j O''"^ -5 i>J-i-J 

ao.!" [Axs] ^jl«o Ijl 

iJji 16 *1J| J'\’ ij^*“ jl 

Tmiiskilioit. 

1-2. Eismillah. Kalima. Oli God ! bestow peace and blessings on Muham- 
mad and on the descendants of Muhammad. I testify that there is no god 
but God : He is alone and has no partner : and I testify also that Muhammad 
is His slave and His Apostle. God Almighty has said Verily the first house 
built for the peojile (for the worship of One God) is that at Bakka (Mecca) ; 
it is a blessing and a guidance for all the universe. In it is the well known 
Mar|rim-i-Ibraluni. And whosoever enters it is safe. And men have a duty 
towards God that of performing the Hajj at this house -only such of the 
men as can afford to go there. And lie who does not believe — ^^\'ell, God 

is independent of all the universe. 

3. W hen tliis lofty K'aba-like, world-adorning edifice was completely finished 
through the benevolence of the powerful [Maker, 

4. the lieart of h\si was consulting the mind for the yeai' of its construction. 
Tlien mind said "Like Ilnfiliim (Abraham) he has built the House of God”. 

According to the Abjad reckoning the date comes to 1028 A.H. (which 

began on the 9tli December, IGBS). The tdrikh contained in the last liemistich 
betravs the name of the builder of the Darg.lh of t^fih Daulat, ciz.. Ibrrihlm 
l^an hath .Tang, .son of Mirza Obiyath Beg rtimad-ud-Daulah. He began his 
official life as Bal^sliT in Gujarat and appears to have become a disciple of 
the saint early in life. He was appointed Governor of Bihar in A.H. 1024 
and afterwards of Bengal in A.H. 1028 and stayed there till A.H. 1032 (=1622 

A.D.) when he was killed in the battle witli Prince Khurram afterwards ^fih Jahan. 

{v-vl) Two Persian inscriptions in XastaTT([ characters occur over the south 
entrance of the tomb. T'he verses a.re engraved on c S(juare slab of black 

stone, and read as follows : 


Sjj3 

•y\ ; -J.-" jl 


(1) 




(-0 




(3. 

olii 


Out ^5tjO j| jGj ,yj jl 

(11 



(')*’ ; Jd 

(2> 


Tnnislii/ioii. 

(V). 1. A ()utli among the (hitbs of the world, a, leader at the. Faith, who 
is brighter than the Sun and the' Tioon -riz. 

2. Sbrdi Daulat ; when he jotumeyed from this world to the world (d Puntv. 

3. ’Asi's wisdom found the year of his flight (from this world) ; “ Ife had 
inherited the spiritual absor|)tion of the Pro])hct." Thi.s cluimouram give'- the 
date of the saint’s death as 1017 A.H. 16(18 A.D. 
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(VI). 1. As a gift to this prosperous building, two pearls of cliroiiograius 

fell from the casket of my heart. 

2. Take Friends’ garden (or tomb) ” as the first, and as the second, 

“ i\Iav it ever remain secure like the Heavens.” 

)//) Good; (/) L. A. M. B.. 238-11; A. .S. R.. E. C. (1902), 19; C. S, 11, Vlll. 22-23 ; 

Dist. Gazet.. Patna. 201-203: E. T.. IT. 29.5-0: Elliot 14, 402; AIii, II, loO : (/.) .541. 

345, 340. 1032. 1035. 1030. 1039. 1909-10. 


No. 29.— (ff) The tank. 

(b) .South of Shah Daulaf.s Tomb and oppo.site the Inspection Bungalow. Planer : (c) 
Savvid .Shah Fazl-i-Husain .Sahib. Sajjada Xa^In of Maner : (d) 11 c; (e) Conteinjjurary 
ivith the Tomb of Vakhdum Shah Danlat (Xo. 28). 

(/) The tank of -Maner measures about 600 feet nortli to .south and 440 
feet east to west, thus covering an area over 5 acres in extent. It was built 

by ibjTdiTm Khan, who probably in- 
tended to construct a mausoleiun for 
him.self on the other .side of the 
tank. about where the fn.spoction 
Bungalow now stands. But liis death 
occurred before the jiroject could be 
ac(-omphshed, and lie is now buried 
at the feet of his spiritual guide 
.Mal^dfim Shah Daulat. 

Originally the tank was filled bv 
means <if a tunnel in the north-west 
cormu- connecting with the waters of 
the Son ; but as the liver has con- 
siderably receded the tunnel onlv 
ser\'(“s its intended piirjiose now 
(luring th(‘ rainy seuison. The tunnel 
is a little more than lOO vards in 
huigtli. ,Vt intervals, in its arched 
roof, an* sevm'al stone slabs covi^ring 
iT'i. Daiiiatv tuik. ,\lancr. ap(“rtures made for lighting the tunnel 

when it is necessary to clear it. Flights of steps forming r/ZnlAs- in the 
masonrv walls of the tank originally led down to the water, but dining 
the recent re[)airs they were changed into platforms with steps only at their 
ends : so that verv tew jHU’.sons can now approach the water at one and 
the same time. In the middle of each side, except the south, two open 

pavilions surnmunteil by clihnlns projected into the tank; but one of tho.S(> on 
the east, and tlu' two on the north, have totally disappeared, whih' the others 
are in a more or less ruinous condition. The lumgalow commands a verv 
fine view of the tank. ])icture.s(piely shaded by eliister.s of tre<'S on either 
side, and of the niau.soleum of ^ilh Daulat in the background. 
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(g) None, (h) Fair. (/) Dist. CTazet... Patna, 201-03 : L. A. M. B., 238. 239 and, 42. {k) 
1637, 1638. 

Nalanda. 

No. 30. — (a) All mounds, structures, and buildings within the acquired area 
at Nalanda. 

(&) To the south of the modern village of Bargaon, or the “ Village of the Large Banyan 
Tree’’; (c) Government ; (d) I and Ila ; (e) Founded between the 5th and 7th Centuries A.D. 

(/) In view of the complete silence of the Chinese pilgrim Fa Hian, who 
visited India between 405 and 411 A.D., concerning this important centre of 
Buddhist culture, which Yuan Chwang, who followed him between (>30 and 
645 A.D., describes at some length, it is probable that Nrdanda came 
into existence between 425 and 625 A. D. 

The jjresent name of the locality is Bargaon. Burgaon. " writes Mr. 
Broadley, who excavated here in the seventies, “ has been identified, beyond 
the possibility of a doubt, with that Yilidra-fjrdma on the outskirts of which, 
more than 1,000 years ago, flourished the great Nrdanda Tlouastery, the most 
magnificent and most celebrated seat of Buddhist learning in the world.” When 
the caves and temples of Kajagrlia were abandoned to the ravages of decay, 
and the followers of Tathagata forsook the dwellings of their great teachers, 
the monastery of Nalanda aro.se in all its splendour on the banks of the lakes 
of Burgaon. Successive monarchs vied in its embellishment: lofty jiagodas 
were raised in all directions : halls of di.sputation and schools of instincfion 
were built between them ; shrines, temples and toj)es were constructed on the 

side of every tank and encircled the base of eveiy tower : and around the 

whole mass of edifices were grouped ” fiie four-storied dwellings of the 
preachers and teachers of Buddhism.” 

Y'uan Chwang records the tradition that 500 merchants purchased the site 
of Nrdaiida for 100.000 gold ])iec('s, and ]n'esented it to Buddlui. who preached 
the Law hem for thiee months ; and that mo.st of the merchants attained the 
fruit of Arhatship. 'I’he j'ilg'in'- admitted as a student liy the abbot 

Sllaldiadra to Bfdaditya's college, thus de.scribes the various buildings at 
Nalanda : — 

After the Aifvduja of Buddha, an old king of this countrv called 
Sakradifya fi'oin a ]n'inci]iie of loving obedience to Buddha, built this convent. 

“ After his decease, his son Budhagupta-raja seized the throne, and con- 
tinued the vast undertaking : he built, towards the south, another SaHqhdrdma. 

” Then his son (sxcee.ssor) 'rathagata-raj.a built a Sangharama to the east- 
ward. 

” Next, his son (or. (Jircri (Ji'scciidatii) Brdaditya built a Sinujhdrdma to the 
north-east. Afterwards the king, seeing some priests who came from the 

countrv of China to receive his religious offerings, was filled with gladness, and 

he gave u]) his royal estate and became a recdu.se. 

“ llis son Vajra succeeded, and built another Ha)}cilidrdnw to the north 
After him a king of Middle India built by the side of this another Snnqhdrdma . 
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" Tliu^ six kings in coiinecteil succession lulded to these stnutuit's. 

■■ 3IoreoveT. the ivholc establisliineiit is surrounded hy ,i hiiek wall, whii-lr 

encloses the entire convent froni ivitliout. ( )ue gat<' ojx-ns into the ureat 
college. Ironi wlucJi are sepai'ate<l eight other halls. sTandiug in the middle 

[of the SdiiylitlrfuHd). Tht' riclilv adoi'iied towers, and the taiiydilce pointed 
hill-tops, are congregated togethen Tlie ohservatoi'ies .si'eni to he lost in the 

vapours {(if the iii(innidi). and tlie upjier rounis tower above the clouds. 

■■ hh'oni the windows oni' inav see how' iviuds and tlu' clouds (y/'oi/acc deic 

foi')ds). and above the soaring eaves the conjunctions of the Sun and .Afoon 
[iidAij he (jhsci'cedj. 

" And then we mav add liow the deep, translucent [londs hear on their 
suriace the blue lotus, intermingled with tlie Kie-ni (Kanaka) Howei. of deep 
red colour, and at intervals the Anira groves spread over all their shade. 

■■ All the outside courts, in which are the priests' cliainhers. are of four 
stages. The stages have dragon projections and coloured eaves, the ])earl-red 
pillars, carved and oruaiiieiiteil. the ricJily adorned balustrades, and the roofs 
covered with tiles that rcHect tlu' light in a tliou.saiid shades, the.se things 
add to the lieauty of the scene. 

■■ Th(' iSdiii/ldh'diddn of iiidia are counted by myriads, but this is the most 
remarkable for grandeur and height. The prie.sts belonging to th(> convent, 
or strangers {re-sidlufj therein) always reach to the number of lo.OnD, who all ' 
study the (Irmit A'eliicle, and not only ,so, but even ordinary works, such as 
the Vedds and other liooks. the f/etdvidi/d. iSahddi'idf/tl. tin* ( 'hilritsdcdh/d. the 
works on AJagic (Athdrcd-\'edd). tin* Sdi'dh>id ; be.sides these thev thoroiighlv 
investigate the ” miscellaiieotis " works. There are 1 .non men who can e-Vplain 

twenty collections of Sutras and Silstras and perhajis ten men. including the 
Alaster of the Jaiw, who can e.\plain fifty collections. Sllabhadra alone has 
studied and understood the whole lunnber. Ilis eminent \irtue and adc'anced 
age have caused him to lie regarded as the chitd' member of the coniinuiutv. 
A\ithiii the' temjile tliev arrange every day about fOO puljn'ts for jumichiiig, 
and the students attend tlusse discourses without fail. e\-en for a minute (ait, 
inch shdddie dll th(‘ d/dl). 

4'lie priests dwelling here. are. as a body, naturallv (or spontaneously) 
dignified and gnive. so that during tin* TOO years since the foundation of the 

establishment, there has been no single ca.se of guilty rebellion against th(‘ rules. 

"The Idiig ot the country respects and honours the priests, aiul has re- 
mitted the revenue of about 100 villages for the endowment of the convent. 
Two hundred homseholders in tlnsse villages, day by dav. contribute si'veral 

hujidred jiiculasi of ordinary rice, and several hundred catties- in weight ot 
butter and milk. Hence the students Inuc. being so abundantly supplical, do 
not require to ask lor the four reqiiisitesT This is the source of the pmfec- 
tion of their studies, to which thev have arriveil." 

* 1 piriila l.’i.’! III... 

' I catty l.'iO 111-. 

’ KuucI, I'lntlic-. Iiiililnii; aiiil inciliciin;. 
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The iHonasterv sheltered seA'eral thousand priests, of the highest ability 
and talents, whose fame spread over wide regions. Their conduct is stated 
to have been exemplary, and they followed with all sinceriry the teachings of 
the mmal law. The monastic regulations at Xfdanda were of a rigid 
character and strict obedience to them was demanded. Discussion on the 
most abstruse problems proceeded from morn till night, to the mutual 
enlightenment of voung and old. Those whose knowledge was confined to the 
Trifitakas alone, we are informed, had to hide themselves for shame. Students 
from different parts of India flocked to tlie monastery to participate in the 
discussions ; but before they could obtain admission, they were required to 
give satisfactory answers to difficult cpiestions put to them by the keepers of 
the gates. Seven or eight of every ten, being unable to answer, had to retire ; 
while the others who succeeded were certain to be humbled as soon as they 

took part in the debate, and lose their renown. But the learned among them 

wlui secured admission had their doubts settled : and thus the stream of know- 
ledge continued to flow out over the length and breadth of the country. Men 
of conspicuous talents, of solid learning, great ability, illustrious virtues, who 
had distinguished themselves above the ordinary had their names inscribed 
on the list of C’ollege celebrities ; which included l)harma])ala and Cdiandrapala, 
who wave a fragrance to Buddha's teachings; Bun.uuati aiul Sthiramati of 

excellent reputation : Brabhainifra oi clear discourse i Jinamitra ol exalted 

elor|uence, etc., etc. fiucli were the luminaries in the Buddhist intellectual 
firmament to whom are ascribed numerous treatises and commentaries, 

and whose doctrines were widely diffused and have survived to modern times. 

In connection with the ceremonial of worshipping the images it is record- 

ed that large offerings were made to tlie figure of 'I’ara-Bodhisattva on 
-every fast day of the year; and Yuan Chwang tells us that " the kings, and 
ministers and the great people of the neigh!)ouring countries offered exquisite 

perfumes and flowers, and carried gem-covered flags and canopies , whilst ins- 
truments ol metal and stone re.sound m turns, mingled with the harmony 

of flutes and harps. These religious assemblies last lor seven days. 

The remains of Xalanda include a range ol numerous massive brick ruins, 

running north and south, of the great stupas attached to the monasteries. 

Lying east of the stfipa mounds, and running parallel to them north and 

south at a distance ol about 200 feet, is a range of vilulras, the original court- 
vards of which can be traced in the square jiatches of cultivation set in a 
debris-strewn area of some l.OHO by 400 leet. Tlie.se open spaces possibly 
mark the ])ositions of tlii' courtyards of the six monasteries which YMan 
Lhwang describes. As recorded above, tiv(> of the six monasteries are said 
to have been built liv five consecutive princes of the same family, and the 

sixth bv their successor, referred to as the king of Central India. Detached 

mounds farther aheld to the east, west and north mark the sites of other 
buildings; while individual sculptures .scattered all over the site point to the 

davs (d' Xalanda's greatness. (Jeneral (‘unningham is of ojiiiuon that he met 

with the finest sculptures in India at this site; and it is undoubteil that a 
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considerable portion of the finest sculptures uom in the Indian Museiun. 
Calcutta, came from here. 

To the south of the mona.stery, according to YTuiii Chwaiig. there was a 

tank in which ir is said the dragon or Xaga-Xalanda used to dwell, after 

whom the jilace has been named. CTinniugham identified this t.ink with the 
present small tank to the south called Kargidya Pokhar. which conesj)ojuls in 
position to the pool of the Xaga. 

Momstenj ]S o. I. 

In March 191(J. Ur. tSpooner commenced the excavation of the area by 

digging a trench along a line ruiuiing north-west and south-east li'om the 
site X'o. 2 of General Cunningham, called liy him the monastery of Puddha- 
Gupta. In the course of operations patches of the pavement of this monastery, 
together with its north wall and a cro.ss wall of one of the cells of the 

adjoining monastery to the south, ascribed by Cunningham to Jsakraditya, were 
discovered a few feet below the surface. The north-western corner of the 
latter monastery was also cleared disclosing what aiipeared at first to be a 
two storeyed structure, though the upper storey has subseipiently proved to 
be a later erection covering an earlier building. Some sculptured fragments 
were discovered in the few cells .so far cleared, as well as a small " blackish 
stone pla<tue ni which the Buddha and his attendants were delicately cut. 
Except foi’ its broken upper jiortion the pla<[ue was in ])erfect jireservation. 
The.se excavations wore later on clo.sed in, and the exploration of the monas- 
tery temporaril}' abandoned. 

The north wall of the .southern monastery on being di.sclo.sed measured 
205 feet, and the .side walls l(i8 feet. The wall is ()'-(>" thick, which is in- 



Kii;. — UijiH i.il vii-w of .Sjto 1 : froiii west, N.UiukU. 

creased by a loot on the weest side. I he 'juadrangle is rcctaugvdar ; and is 
built of superior bricks of reddish tint and atlmirablc tc.vtuie, rubbed so 
.smooth that the brick joints are scart-cly noticeable. The })atches of 
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plaster left here and there itt slfii indicate that the walls were covered with 
this material and then, perhaps, decorated in some manner. The entrance 
to the monastery is in the centre of the west wall, where a grand 
stair .32 feet wide is met with projecting some 38 feet. The total height of the 
west wall externally is about 25 feet. Along the interior wall, on the four 
sides, are row.s of chambers which vary slightly in size, but average about 
10 feet square. The.se latter are each provided with two bed-recesses measur- 
ing 6 ft. 9 ins. in length, while two sc^uare niches appear in the chambers at the 
north-west and south-east corners. In front of the chambers there is a 
continuous walk 10 ft. 6 ins. in width, which on the court side has been enclosed 
l)v a low parapet wall. In the partial clearance then effected, an ornamental 
moidding around the courtyard walls, and a few fragmentary sculptures of a 
comparatively late date and of les.ser interest, were discovered. These latter 
included a small staiidiug Buddha and four seated ones. 

As anticqiated by Dr. Spooner in the first season of his operations through 
certain significant features even then apparent, there are several strata dis- 
cernable, indicative of successive desertions and re-occupations of the site. The 
second level is represented by a concrete pavement which lies immediately 
below the first and is to be found in all the chambers mentioned above on 
cutting through their hours to a depth of 2 feet. Similailv. the third level, which 
is 3 ft. 9 ins. below the first, is represented by a further jiavement of lime-concrete. 
A stone drain in the north wall of the courtyard fi ft. 9 ins. below the first 
hour level would apjiear from its position to be contem]>oraneous with the third 
pavement level and to have originally served the courtyard of the monastery. 

Among the most important of the strata are the fourth and fifth levels ; 
and to add to the clearne.ss of what follows, it is best to begin in the reverse 

order. Originally 
the courtyard was 
suri'ounded by an 
open colonnaded 
verandah on the 
four sides, which 
on the topmost 
level has all been 
covered over and 
))aved with linu' 
concrete to seme 
as an open walk 
in frorV of the 
ch.am oers. The (ui- 
t ranee to the inou- 
asT(>ry lay in the 
we-st side thioimh 

o 

Fna ;!tl. .\IoTia-ttiy F ; main Hr-lmii L'a(c«a\. X.U.imia, a gland poi'tico 49 

ft. by 2.3 ft. F) ins. restimj; oti pilhu's, the bases of which :u’e still lelt in 

M 
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similar features existing at Taxila. Along the cloistered walls were originally 
placed stone figures on peilestals. which Dr. 8pooner thinks were removed 
when the monastery was deserted. In the centre of the east side, and attached 
to the back wall, was the chapel emshrining a colossal stucco figure of the 
seated Buddha, of which merely indications of the legs remain. Immediately 
in front of the sanctum. and at a slightly lower level, is a raised platform, 
which, from the stone bases of the columns still in situ, appears to have 
been an open, pillared portico. It is worthy of note that the larcfe f^atewav 
of the sanctum seems at some later period to have been blocked 
in the middle by a masonry pier, on either side of which was left a small 
door. This is apparent through the straight line of the jambs of the wide 
original gateway being visible in the brick wall face. 

In the entrance to the 
monastery Mr. HhTi- 
uanda Sastri discovered 
a very inniortaut copper 
plate inscription of 
tSiT Devapaladeva. the 
third sovereign of the 
Prda Dynasty, of which 
he gives the following 
summary ■ 

'ITie seal is soldered 
on to the plate and 
bears the legend ’ Sr'i- 
Derii ixlludrvasiiu ' wrir- 
ten below the emblem 
of dfiuniKicJialra and the 
two gazelles. The plate 
beai’s AJ lines on the 
obvei'sc- and 24 on the 
reverse measuring about 
1 ft. 4 ins. h)ng. except- 
ing the last line, which 
is only 4 ins. in length, 
and wiitten in Sanskrit 
and earl\' Dvruiirujuil 
seri])t. Though tin* re- 
cord is one. yet fi'om 
about the middle of the 
8th lin(‘ on the reverse, 
wlnne thi' imprecatory 

i'rc. aa. — Mdtia-ti rv I ; ( 'n|i|i(r iilatc of l)rva|i,'il,iili'\ a fuimil in cxcavatiuii \eises tlimiuate, U]1 to 
aftri ol,auu„ir(..l..vo.-oi. Nalanda. 

sort ot postscri]it which glorifies the amba'".;i(kir Ilahi-VariuuKi and his liege-lord 
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S/'J Bfthipiiti'adtvu. tJie kiiiy of Buriniaulnpd. which is ii])|i<ireArly the 
Suiiiatra. and for the second time gives the olijeet o) tla’ reroi'd (wliirh has 

already been metitioned before on tlie obverse), riz.. tin' ui'.nit of \'illa,ue^ as 

endowment for the tiiuiiastery at Xalanda. 

" The charter practically end.s with the 42nd line on the obverse with the 
date Ba'itivat oS K/uiiladine 21, •■on the 21st day of Kartika of the vear 38."' 
which apparently pertains to the regnal year of king Deva[)riladeva. The intro- 
ductory portion, which is all in vei'se. is identical with that of the .Monghvr 
grant and is likewise in verse : but it at once enables us to iiipudve on the 

transcri})t given by Kielhorn or otlier scholars who could not see the original 

Monghvr plate, as that lias been lost. The object of the charter, as given on 
the obverse side, is to record the grant of some villages in the districts of 
liajaiiriha and Gaya in the Srinagara (i.c.. ihitna) Division, for the iqikee]) of 
the monastery of Xalandt and the comforts of the monks oi' h///7,s7o's com- 
ing from the four (piarters. for medical aid and for writing d](arnii(-r<itii(is or 
religious books and similar other purposes. This monastery was. apparentlv, 
built at the instance of the .said I'Cing of S/i rm'iHuhd jtn . Thi': is the usual 

object of all such charters. But the chief point of inten'st this reconl pos- 

se.sses is the political bearing which it has on the relationshi]) of the great 

Prda King, namely, Dovaprdadeva, and the king of Siintni.idn pa oi- Sumatra 
whom it calls Sri Balaputradeva. The inscription says that king Devajialadeva 
granted the villages at the re<pie.st of this king Sri Bfdaputradeva. made through 
his amba.s.sador oi' Dutaka, namely, Balavarmman. who was his heroic Mundal- 
(Id/iipali for the above mentioned purpo.ses. While informing us of the wide fame 
of X,lland1. the document fui’tlier tells us that this Sri Bfila put rai leva was the 
grandson of the king of Yaiyihhrnni (Java, for we know Sumatra was called 

the first Java), who 
was the ornament of 
the great fa mil v of 
Sdilrttdra and wa.s 
rightly known as the 
toi'iiientoi’ of the 
bi'av(“ foies, and was 
born ol Tai'a the 
queen consort, who 
was the daughter of 
I tliarm.isetu (the 
biidge ot \-irtue). the 
'Cion ol the ui’cnt 
lamilv of the .Moon 
Ol the hinai' race, 
t"'. O' Miiiih-ko I , c fiiii I \ .11 a : cjiuiii.i mi .III ,ilti I I iiio"i \ .lOciii, N.Uaiiil.L fill'tlier li'am 

from the postsclipt that tins .Sri IkMapiitmileva built the monasteiv at Xahinda 
out ot lii^ devotioji foi' Huddha, atid owin<i to his ree.nd loi' liis (.birii. (Oive 
ti\e villages lo Deva pa lade va , .ipparentiy in his own eoiintiv and in e\c]iania> 
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of the villaires the latter granted in the SrlnagamblixW as I liave said 
above." 

Several duds of interest were also made in the colonnaded verandah of the 
monastery at this same level, which will be more conveniently described at the 
end of the account. 

To pass on to the fourth level, this would appear to result from the re-occupa- 
dion of the site after its earlier abandonment by the monks ; the ground level 

in the interval hav- 
ing risen somewhat 
as a result of silt de- 
posit and natural 
earth accumulation. 
The verandahs, in 
which the stone 
figures were eiected 
to ins])ire the monks 
with nobler aims, 
wore a])])arently no 
longer desired, i^d 
thereftii’e Idled in. 
Evidence of this is to 
be found in the tine- 
ness of the outer face 

PlO. 41. — Itoiia.'tcrv 1 ; tNVo brick built " lavi s witli anlu'il ccilincs iii ciuiityaid. of the blTck-Valls 

expo.sed to the courtyard, the corresjiunding inner face having been left rough and 
uneven. It was at this time that tlie necessity aro.se ior the two flights of steps, 
the one leading from the entrance u]i to the top .storey of the monastery, and the 
other down therefrom into its courtyard: for the monks, it seems, still utili.sed 
the well it contained, which. wa> now finished oil with the higher circidar parajiet; 
at its top. It may be oliserved that the level of the well as added to w'as 

slightlv higher than the loot of the steps h*ading rlown to the com t\ aid. 
Another addition of consideratile inteiest was made at this time in about the centre 
of the north wall of the courtyard, w here two structural caves of brick 
with coiTelled entrances ft. ID ins.) to south, curiously resiuiibliiig the 

rock-cut ca\’es of Ihirriliar. were tu’ected. Tliese chambers have vaulted roofs; 
the side walls rising vertically to 5 It. !) itis. over which the vault is 

carried up another ft. D ins. The chambers me mure 1.') ft. ti ins. by 
11 ft. .S ill', intcrnallv. the thickness of the eiitrauce wall b"ing -1 ft. incliab 

ing the plinth on which the'e chambers .stand, the e.vterior measmes It. 
10 ills. Iiy 19 it. ins. "As these caves (.it Bar.lb.ir) aie cut with curvii'g 
ci'ilings. their imitation here has neeessitati'd the covering of the ehamber.s 

with a vaulted roof, which constitutes not u'-tually the lii't but is among 

the tii'st e.v.iniples prior to id uh.immadan inllueiice. Xo exact rhite can yet 

be assigned to thi^ building, but that it is pre-.Miih.iumiadau seems certain, 

and this invest- the arch with real imiiurtaiict'. The bricks seem to have 
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been speciallv niade for the )jur]) 0 .se. They lire nut verc hirye ancient bricks 
and not .squared in the usual way. but laid as stretchei’s with the sides a 
little slanted : but there seems to be no real key-stone in oui- modern 

sense.” 'The verandah in front yielded several .sculptured frauiuent-- ot >oiue 
interest, which include one lemarkable plaipie of fine uniinetl stone representing 
the eight principal events in the life of Buddha, ri:.. the birtl]. the eidightenuieut, 
the descent from the I'tin/astiiiiisK heaven, the offering of bowk of honey by 
the monkevs. the taming of the (depliant Xalagiii, the Hr.-'t ■'ermon in the Deer 
Bark at Benares, the miracle of Sravasti. and the .i/f/Jiapdrui/rcdna. \\hich last 
alone is missing. The jihujiie ajipears to have been lodged originally in the 
niche between tlie doors of the two cave^. It wa- found in fragments, which 
have been carefully re-.set together. 

Itvidence of a sixth stratum of occupation in the form of a fragmentary 
wall beneath the originallv o])en-cfilonnaded chahdliu jirojecting from the east 
side of the quadrangle here has latterly been revealed: and beneath it again 
there is a seventh level, which may or may not prove to be the earliest on 

the site : though the present indications point to its being the first of the 
structures erectetl here. 

This seviuith stratum occurs some 6 teet below the verandah floor of the 

filth level, and is repre.sented by yet another |)aveinent of lime concrete which 

has been found in the south-ea.st corner of the monastery, and again in one 
of the rooms in the south side. 

Further excavation recently carried out disclo.sed the existence of a brick- 
paving in the southern half ot the monastery, which feature probablv extends 

ovej- the whole court- 
yai'il. 'i'his pas’ing, 
which is aiiparentlv 
coutemjx) r a n e o u s 
with till' sevmith 
stratum as revealed 
beneath the verandah 
flooi’, was found at a 
level of some 22 feet 
below the exti'eiue 
top parajiet of the 
monastery courtvard. 
and :i ft. (i ins. 
below the courtvard 
level of the .jth 
Micce.ssix'e stratum 

Fi(., r J. in;i ..t t-i \ 1 ; -I II I [it utf’imi.i n 111 l( >H ^ hn hut n't c.x jn i..|.a in ..iHit li -lUr of I C 1 (U 1 ell t ( i ; i In ) \ e. 

'■""".'•'III. Xni.iiiiln. feature of in- 

teie.xt iinctivered at this seventli level in tlu' centre of the south w;dl 
wa.i the remains of what appeareil to be a low chahnfrti, inset in which 
weie duplicate panels in low relief of bird-bodied men worshipping a lotus plant. 
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From the stvle of this decorative relief Sir John Marshall considers it to 
date probably from the 7th century or “ possibly the 6th.” 

The level of the last stratinn in relation to the fifth (assigned on the 
evidence afforded by the copper plate of Devapaladeva found here to approxi- 
niatelv the 9th century A.D.) would seem to indicate independently a date 
of about the 6th or 7th century A.D. for the seventh stratum, thus confirming 
that suggested by the style of the decorative panel above mentioned. 

Two further subsidiary levels in the succession of monastic structures 
erected on this same site are di.scernable in the small square chaitya-feature 

in the centre of the 
court, these occurring 
between the 3rd and 
4th levels ap}>arent in 
tlie conrtyai’d walls 
wliile evideiu'e of a 
later brick facing 
added t(j the previous 
structure is also to be 
seen in the exterior 
c)f the monastery. 
Thus no fewer than 
nine ditterent levels 
and distinct periods 
occur at this single 
. „ monasterv site Xo. 1. 

Fio. 43. — IFoiia-itciy I ; confr.il i lmilya in ronityarU .itfi-r i.-uttiim auay 

K. i ciriii'r. Xalanda. 

A’o. fA. 

Overlapped at its mu-th-ea.A corner by monastery Xo. 1 which it adjoins, 
is the monastery designated la. It is entered on the north through a ])illared 

]iortico of which 
only the bases of 
the columus now 
remain andavesti- 
l)ule. The monast- 
ery follows tlu' Usual 
plan with the monks' 
cliamluu's round 
a quadi'angular court 
the main shrine beinof 

O 

centrally in the south 
side, and the en- 
trance gatewav dir- 
ectly opposite. An 
open-pillared viu'an- 
dah r.iu originallv 

Kii., tr -.Moiia-tny U\ : mam iiui I li i nt i .'in c, atti-i i lai-i i \ .it icn. N.Uainlii. .U’ouud the quad- 






'8 ] 

angle, wl 
n tlie ce] 
connno] 
•ccui'.s ag: 
x|(]anati(i 
ave beer 



IX THE HIHAR AXD ORISSA PEOVIXCE. 


79 


of the drain passing throngli its south-west corner and entering the sacrosanct 
stupa court of site Xo. 3, it is probable that the monastery had fallen to ruins 
and was deserted before the stilpa came into existence. {Vide Main stupa post.) 

The Teinp)le {Site Xo. 2). 

Immediately west of the Baladitya monastery quadrangle of Cunningham 
(Site numbered 4 in his account of Ndlanda). the four sides of a ruined stone 
temple were uncovered during the excavation in 1916. The entrance to the 
temple was up a low flight of steps on the east. The centre of each facade 
is relieved by a slight projection ; but the feature t>f special interest here is 
a dado of 211 sculptured panels ovei the exterior base moulding. These panels 
are symmetrically disposed around the facades, 20 appearing on each side of 
the main entrance, and 19 in each of the three divisions of the remaining 
walls. The pilasters which separate the jianels are decorated with the familiar 
pot-and-foliage design ; and are surmounted by arches carved in trefoil shape, 



Fuc 47.— TVnipIc sito 2 ; s( ulj)tiiu‘(l panels on j)linth. Xalancla. 

certain of them being of [lointed form. Some of the panels have weathered 
away, while others seems to have been left unfinished. This dado of panels is 
surmounted by a double cornice, the lower moulding being relieved at intervals 
with replicas of the arched fronts of chaitnas alternated bv well carved geese. 



4S.- 'J'cniple ''itc 2 ; (Mfirt >c-nlptuuMl (»n plintli. Xalanda 

The upper moulding, of which the greater part is missing, is decorated with 
larger replicas of the same c/a/ dyu motif; biids of various kinds posed in divers 
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WTU’d appearing in the intervals between them. In a few places there are 
traces of a third cornice of greater [)ruininence. in oiu' case j)ort raving a 
human head within an arch. This third cornice was. however, either never 
finished or subsei^uently ruined before the jjre.sent biick walling here was 
erected. Theie is a jileasing variety of sculpture ligured on the ])anels ol the 
dado: human couples in amorou.s postures: repre.sentations of nitika ms ■. ^cioll, 
foliage and geometrical patterms ; again, elaborately dre.s.sed W(nnen seated at 
ease in jiairs ; I'li/tnu-iis jilaving on musical instruments : a snakt* charme]-. etc. 
The sculptures of deities include Siva and ParvatT in sejiarate panels : or 
together in one, where the godde.ss turns aside in fear on beholding the terrific 
form of her spouse : Kfirtikeya with his jieacock ; (faja Lakshmi : tlu' gotls 
Agnl and Kuvera : the Kachchhajia Jiltaka cleverlv re])res('nted : Puddha {{) 
with wiiting materials: .and there are .scenes dejiicting archerv. In other jianels 
nirni and women appear in eontoiTeil attitudes : and a monstrous lion is depicted, 
its h.mg neck towering over a smaller beast which has a ciuiously porcine look. 
“ .Many are occupied, " says Ur. .Sjmoner almiit the.se panels, " with merelv ih'cora- 
tive devices, some of whii.-h are of e.vtnmie bmiuty and fascination. ( )ne shows 
a design ba.^erl upon th(> hexag<m, which Sir John .Marshall tells me was su])- 
posed, like the jiointerl arch, to lie e.xc.-lusively of .Moslem in.sjiiration in thi,s 
country : while others show a great variety of intricate and altogether charming 
geometrical designs. Perhaps the strange.st. tlnnigh, are those jianels which 
re])re.sent ap])arently folding doors <n' gates, where one wing of the gate is shown 
to be closed while tin* other half is rendered open by thi' simple devict* of 
not seulpturing it at all. l>ut letting one-half of the figiu-e within appear to 
view. One panel is entirely taken up with the heraldic mask so popular in 
Uu])ta art and in the .-nt of latm' times, dowir to the coming of the .\fosleins. 
Another shows a humau-hoaded liird with a verv Howerv tail, the whole having' 
a curiously ffurmese look' about it. One slnrws a nuthum witli a very ornate 
flowery tail ; another a si'ated i iimind apjiarcntly playing on a Hute ; one 
is given uj) to a device of eglantines and several show very fancy birds much 
like the ])ho.'ui.x or ho-o, in tin* art of China or Japan. .V verv heraldic, 
ph eas.int sort of bird is .strutting like any jackdaw of Plieims in another, 

swinging triimijdiantly an inverted rupv/ in his beak 

The outside stone |)linth .ind the sid(‘ [irojections having been cleared, 
Dr. ISpoinier came to some foundation stones on which the superstructure rests, 
ami still lower down to what ap[)e,u-ed to be a brick pavement a few feet wide, 
at the edge of which a treueii was dug down .some 8 feet. From the evidence 
disclosed in this ojieration it became clear that the stone timiple .above wa.s 
a much l.itm- structure erected over an older brick building ; and as the [lanels 
of the plinth, according to Dr. Spooner, are assignable to about the sixth or seventh 
century -V.D., it would .ippear that the.se materials were taken from an older 
building ,ind utilized in the (hM-omtion of this temple, the level of which in relation 
to the other strut, i disclo.sed in the .X.lIamD .area iio.stiilates a considerably later date 
for it. Dr. Spooner eontiime.-,. ‘'•'The e.x-pii.site .piality of the carvings shows 
that tlieir date immt liav<' been not f.ii- liistant from Imperial Ciijita times." 
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The external dimensions of the temple, are 118 ft. by 102 ft., but nothing definite 
can be said of the interior plan until further clearance is carried out. The 
usual position of tlie sanctum is covered with a debris of huge stones, and 
except for two side chambers, one on each side of the entrance, nothing can yet 
be made out. Numerous fragments of the diudlak'l and various stone members used 
in the construction of the tem^ile are lying about the debris-covered remains. 

Among the more noteworthy sculptures recovered here during the excava- 
tions were : — 


(1) Buddha under a trefoil canopy seated in the dhaDnachakra-mitdrri in 

the Deer Park at Benares. Late mediaeval; height 1' 8". 

(2) Standing image of Vishnu holding in his four hands the sankh. chakra, 

c/add and padma. Height 7". 

Line of High Mounds 
parallel to the range of 
Monasteries. 

Main Stupa (site No_ 
3).— The high stupa at 


This he would identify 

FlO. site Ix-fore excavation ; Iron, west. Xalnula. mentioned 

by Vuan Chwang as marking the place where the Lord Buddha dwelt for 
three months explaining tlie Law to the Duels. 

In the course of e.xcavatiug tlie stupa, evidence of no less than 7 integu- 
ments, each Imilt over and around the ruins of a. previous one, have come to 
light. The first three of these sZ/tpu-integuments. which were found buried deeji 
in the interior of the mound, are (piite small (till under 12 feet si|uare) and 
have the ap]iearance of votive stupas, but the last four are extensive structures 
and were ascended liy wide apjiroach staiis projecting from the north face. 

Owing to the shattered condition of the later remains above them it has 
been necessary to cover up the three earliest stdpas again, but portions of the 
last four have been left exjiosi'd to view. All the stdpas are a])]iroxinuitely 
square in ]ilau : and a curious feature of tiie four large ones is that the corners 
of the stdpas have survived much better than the facades connecting them. 

1 he fifth of the.se integuments to be built is uoteworthv for the elaborate 
stucco decoration that covers its corner towers and siirviviiui facades, rows of 
well-modelled figures of Buddha and the Bodhisattva appearing upon them. 










Fio. 40. — s/up'i site Ix’fsre exeavatioii : from west. Xalindii. 
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Each succes>ive addition, it is interestinir to note, iollowcd tlio (aisrin.il ])lan. 
and to ^ive suitable sujijiort to tiie additional nia''onTV to l)e erected, a '(|iiare fraiiu> 

work ot encaNjiiif walls 



■k 






■OT 




:*■ 4- <(. - . 

~ : S' V ..-O 





Fjc, .III. site I : after o.xcavation . from we^t. Na lamia. 


w.is built on iMch side, 
the ca-inc then btunu; 
filled in to form a solid 
core tor the eidarued 
(See |ilan. jil.tte 

11 in .V. S. I!., E. 
10U)-2it). 

'J'hemain stfiixi >t;inds 
surrounded iti the court 
by a larye nundier of 
smaller ■'^tr/pas. built one 
over the other on the 
same sjiot. sometimes 
two and three times. 
As the main in- 


creased in size, the level of the original court too generallv rose, and many 


smaller -Si, ms are found in several places half or completely buried in the 

vtirious doors which htive been 



FtO. 


•'ll'' •> : 'Milh't '■t u» (•«>-( ovi*r<j» I 'ffifi'. 
I'i-'f. XuiaiHid 


unearthed. Tlie four latest leyels 
of the s/ilpa court have each been 
e.xhibited over a portion of the area 
exposed. A factor having an im- 
portant bearing on the (dironology 
of these levels is the existence of a 
jiaved drain which originates in the 
c<)urtyard of .Monasterv Xo. I A 
(dutc) and enters the .s^^pn-court 
at the south-east corner, thus in- 
dicating ajiparently that all the 
lour levels rehured to above are 
later than the .Alonasterv Xo. I A 
which by then had fallen to 
luin and uas tinallv deserted ; 

b imjirobabh' that a 

domestic drain would be carried 
through the sacred enclosure of 
the .s'/r/pn-couit. especially when it 
eould without apparent difficuitv 
be diveited chair of it to the 
sourii. 


1-rom tl'is stirpa .-i huig trench rimniug north some l..-3()0 feet up to the 
high mound locally known as AutalT-.lharahar was duti by Dr. Spooner, which 
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to the remains of numerous small stupas, several shrines and brick 

pavements, etc. The excavation yielded very few iinds, the only thing worth 

recording being a 
seated figure of Av- 
alokitesvara found 
towards the southern 
end of the trench. 

If we may iden- 
tifv them with Yuan 
Chwang’s descrip- 
tion. the kigh 
mounds lying in the 
middle and at the 
northern extremity 
of the range of stupa 
mounds over which 
the trench was car- 
ried were structures 

Fill, — Vii'W of long ti'oiK'li lookin:; south towai'ils '/«/«( ...itc Nalandri. uf 200 foct and 300 

deet high, respectively. The latter of these Cunningham identities with 
Brduditva's Temple, which, according to the Chine.se pilgrim, closely lesembled 
the temple of Bodh Gava. This last, however, in its iiresent form is actually 
only about 170 feet high. The colossal statue of the ascetic Buddha called 
Batuk Bhairava set u]> in an enclosure near the foot of this mound was, 
it would seem, originally enshrined in the temjile itself. Another statue 
of Buddha in the JJhiltinsparsa-nuKh'd has also been set up near by. It 
is attended l)v a standing figure on each side, and has two living figures 
with garlands overhead. The names of them all aie imscribed, the attend- 
ants being .\rya N'asumitra and Aiwa Maitreya, and the fiying figures Aiwa 

Sariputra and Arva Tlaudgalavana. the two principal disciples of Buddha, 
who. being Ai'Jiats. ^lossessed the ])ower of Hying through the air. It is to be 
remarked that an encasing wall on the south side of the '■ Bal iditya Temple can 
still be seen, jiroviding anotlier instance of tilt practice of enlarging an original 
structure. On the south and west .sides a little lower than this, a plinth has 
been disclosed with a dado containing at least two series of panels, one above 
the other, and originallv decorated with low pilasters of well-carved ]iot-and- 
foliage design enclosing the re^ireseiitatioii of a .dupa. 

In connection with the history of this temple it is to be surmised that 

the king B.lladitva of Yuan Chwang's account is possibly to be identitied 
witli the Guj)ta king Yarasiiiiha Ifriladitya (cir. A.D. t8.5 to .'13.5) ; Imt such 
identitication reijiiires substantiation from independent sources before it can b-e 
accepted, and this uu to the jiresent has not been forthcoming. 

The fame of Xfilanda throughout, the media'val ])eriod was far spread. 

Even with the i>olitical decadence of Tlagadha, Yalandl continued to enjov 
a reputation as the centre of Buddhist culture and D'taiiuMl it under the jiatron- 
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age of the Pala Kings right up to the ^[uhainmaflan coiKpie^t. when ihe 
monasteries appear to have been finally deserteel. Evidence of the wide I’eiiowii of 
Blagadha as the centre of the Buddhist world is aft’ordtal in the fact that \'ati, 
or Hsiao Yen. the first Liang emperor of China, who wa- an ardent Buddhist, 
sent a mission in A.D. .539 to i\ragadha to collect .l/n/o7//d/// s7 it'xfs and to 
obtain the services of a competent scholar to translate them. The king of 
ftfagadha. ])robablv either .Tivita Gupta I or Kumara Gupta III. gladly complied 
with the wi.shes of the emperor, and placed the services of the learned TCira- 
martha at the disposal of the mi.s.sion. which spent .several years in India, 
and which Paramartha afterwards accompanied back to China, taking with 
him a large collection of the manuscripts he had translated. 

The Gazetteer says that, from this Xalanda iMonastery. Padmasaiubhava. the 
founder of Lamaism. went to Tibet in A.D. 747 at the invitation of the Tibetan 
king, and that traces of its widespread intliience may even now be seen in the 
Lhobrak valley where there is a shrine built on the model of Xrdandl. 

At the present stage of operations for the excavation of the site it is im])OS- 
sible to attempt an account that can be considered as in any way conclusive, 
but the above is a brief record of the princi|)al buildings as revealed to date. 

The following are some of the more imiiortant minor antiipiities recovered 
during the course of e.xcavation : — 


Finds. 

.Moxasteuy Xo. 1. 

Stone objects. 

(1) A life-size standing figure of Avalokitesvara (with Dhyaiii Buddha 
on forehead) flanked by two divine female figures with nimbi, kneeling 

on lotu.ses (Photo. 

Xeg. Xo. 1424). 

(2) (u) A life-size 
standing hgure of 
Trailokya-Vijaya. It 
consi.sts of a large 
staiuling figure (with 
the up})er portion 
gone) casting a 
thunderbolt held in 
the right haml. and 
trauii)ling und(‘r foot 
iigiiies of a male 
and teuiale holding 
raji'iis and htsHlns 
in their hands. The 




I'Dr. [.ifc-"!/.*- 

t''-vara tn ■-if'i. 


iinairc 


w'ciirs 


Buddhas. 


a I'iL'. .51. -Lnwri lialf of Tii';Ii:l:ya \'ii;i\a 
garland of Dhyanl it/ 

V /-7.sV/ or noose is repre>ented in the left lield. the entire hauk- 
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ground being carved to represent tlie flames of fire. Tivo terrific little figures 
rearing AJ^alianidlds and armed with clubs and shields are portrayed running 
forward to deal blows at each of the victims (Photo. iNeg. Xo. 1426). 

{b) The pedestal on which the figure (a) stands does not appear to belong 
to it. At either end of it is a caparisoned elephant and the principal panel 
shows from left to right, a horse with rider, an umbrella, a scene of merry making, 
and what resembles an inverted conch-shell preceded by two female devotees, 
one in the attitude of worship, and the other holding a garland. The whole 
scene appears to represent the Renunciation or the Mahuhldnishkixanami of the 
Buddha, and if that is so, the horse would be Kanthaka bearing away the 
Tuthxujutu and the umlirella, the same which is sometimes held by Chhandaka, 
the groom, and sometimes by the god Brahma. Below the jianel is a 
succession of fishes swimming in water represented by conventional ripples. 
The moulding above the panel bears an inscription in KiilUa characters of 
about the 8th-9th century A.D. which Mr. Madho Sarup Vats has read as 
follows ; — 

Oni ijad=ati'a pinujaui—tad—hhdi'atu hhikahnijd . . . .td-bodlii [ a* ] chdry- 

dpddhydijit anuttafd-jiid [><-«* ] vdpta | ac* ] 

a dkita(l) iiidtd-pitn pdivad/ptiiuid— l-ritvd snliabtAnt [ /* ] vd-nlier 

—(.unittani-jMndmpiioje [ ii* ]. 


Tfdinfhitioil. 

Oni ! \\Tiatevor merit there is in it let it be for the acrpiisition of the 

highest knowledge by the monk. ... bodhi .... his Achfuya and Uj^idhyaya and 
for the attainment to the highest knowledge by all sentient beings preceded by 
his . . . . sou . . . .and ]j.n cuts. 

(3) An elaborately e.xecuted figure (Xo. 224). of TT-ailokya-T'ijaya (ht. 6] ins.) 
tiampling a male and a female figure under foot. The background portravs 
flames of lire. On the reverse is an inscription in Kiifibi characters, read by 
Tlr. Vats as follows : — ■ 

Jkd.-^(i-lakshiiH((iii sarrrd (lii) Akd-iadi r=dpipi bikshaiiaiii ^Ikddd-saitKitd- 
ijd(idt=s(n-rr-dfir<i-st(ii/ti(d sphii/dh rdaipi-Hliitdi'dsi/d . 

TTie sense is not (piite dear. 

(4) The miracle of Sravasti, re|)resented by the multiplication of Buddhas 
on lotuses. The stalk of the central lotus is held by the AT7//U kings Xanda 
and L[)ananda. 'ITiei'c' is a riil yddhuni ovei‘ the cajiitals on each side at 
the springing of the trefoil arch. TTie reverse is inscribed with the creed, and 
records that it is the gift of Somakona. 

Inscription ; -Di ra {)pi)~dli(iniin— i/a {th) StiiiHikdimlj. Height 5o ins. (Xo. 3<S6), 

(5) A rejirescmtation of Buddha s (Uilightenment under the bodhi tree at 
Bodh-tlava. Tlu' re])res('ntation is not strictly canonical as tlu' vajr.asana is 
replaced bv a lotus throne. Height 3j: ins. (Xo. 191). 

(6) TTie taming of the mad elejihant Xalagiri at Haigu. TTieri’ is a staii 
bearer to hdt and a devotee kneeling in the foreground. On the reverse is the 
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Heiolit 7 ins, (Xo. 4.37). 


. V 


4v IT 




. 1 r/dlr 

! . 1 //(/<'-(/.; 'I'l . 1 1 . 1 1 


I |o| I 

Ai h,l 

li And.ieiipo. l.oio 

!i : 

e d I e \ . I I 

p poll 

daiit <ind iho foot oii , 

I lotus. 

lin >k-n 

1 lelelll 1 111 '. ( -\ o. 

• > 

7I I. 

(N) 

A Ihiddlii'i will 

I r 

ho loot 

1 >t a 1 

lelideiit lee plai oi I op 

til 

o lotll'. 

1 1 eiuhl 4 ill'. ( Xo. 22.3 1. 



(!') 

A 'O.ited KllVela. w 1 1 

h 

ll |OllO\' 

baps 

lllldel the 'O.it .llld 

hi 

ildma a 

Jilll se 

111 t he let! li.i lid. Hole 

ht 

2; III'. 

(Xo. 

ltd). 



( lO) A toll! -.1 1 lin'd Kiix'i' 

I ,i 

so, I toil 

on a 

lion tliimie : imht lea 

I 

' pelid- 

ant. 

the Jeet ro'tina on 

a 

|ot im. 

The 

tipuie hold' ,i 'Will’ll 


a lotll' 


UL 4 ^ M (j)'"liiin) ,UI<1 <i llln|ir\- Iml; ill It.s 

I li.ind . Twn (li‘\'i ifcc' jii'.ii'ini: the 
•) •■* ® ]M>tL“n(.-y ot wiMltli ,i[>iic,ir almut the 

I tlirmie. anil a 'Hi’Lhd and tha j,iiil nnii 

*\ ~ lieiieatli tlia x-at. llriulit 4 ins. 

.1^- ' . it'i *■ 

* T (11) A Sakti 111 Jviu't'ia. with the 

-' — — --. _ — «• I'iuht tout iilaead mi mia nt the 

— ' iiijoud.ln'i ['.). J-li-i,Ldit 4 itm. (Xo. 

^ i ■^- IA5). 

(1-) tsurva, .standiiiLF and attended 

j'le. --St(,nc panel icpe-scntin'mlii- .Miia. Ii- I.t .■'irua.Xi. i . .. i ' I i . ■ le ■ i 

In- Uanda-ringala and Ati-ringala ; 

Aruna, the legless driver, .sits in front wliipiiing up the .seven horses ot the 

Sun-god's eliariot. Height 8 ins. (Xo. 32(5). 

(14) AslitabliujI godde.s.s, seated cross-legged, Jiokling anione other things 
too indistinct to idmitifv a bow in one of lier Jiands. Height ifin-.. (Xo. 2G7). 


V . 




Tciid-iDltii jiJtKjiirs dud scdlitijs. 

Kach of these plaques is 9A ins. in height and divided into tour cmupartuien 
onginallv surmounted by umbrellas. The toi, and the bottom conipartmen 
n.spoctivelv .fdj,d, and insenptions in eleven lines, nuu 

uetaeed. 

<ln«'0 » a.nul,,,. 

A l.„ ,,xv,.n, h,„n. „,,1, „„ 

■ u tlm e//„p/a thp.k hangm<i down from one ,,f lnn,U 

attended by four-oaued goddesses. 'ts hands. | 1 ,.. 

(2) iMaiiue -howino- seated (iour,. , r i i- 

Avalohitesvara and Tmw m the 2i 
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(3) Another plaque showing two seated figures of Tara ; the upper one with 
the right leg pendant and the foot resting on a lotus ; the lower is a terrific 
form with arms and the legs interlocked. 

(4) In this there is only one compartment representing Buddha’s enlighten- 
ment under a replica of the Bodh Gaya Temple, with 8 smaller stupas underneath. 

(5) A stilpa with a tree on 
either side. 

Inscription: — Katni (?) la- 
visliaye supmdhdnasya (No. 346). 
Translation : — Of the chieftain 
in the vishaya of Kamila. 

(6) A deity with a protuber- 
ent belly seated cross-legged 
on a lotus and wearing heavy 
ear-rings. An auspicious jar is 
held in the left hand. Sun 
and Moon at the sides. 

Inscription : — Bhalldta-vdtaJc= 
dgrahdr=esa (?) Srmat-T rai 
Vidyasya. 

Translation. 

■ ‘ Of the Illustrious One, 
well versed in the three lores 
(vedas), the master of the 
agrahar (settlement bestowed 
in perpetuity on Brahmanas) 
Bhallatavataka.” 

(On page 45, Archeeological 
Survey Keport, Eastern Circle, 
1917-18, Mr. Dikshit reads the name in this inscription as Nalldbha, etc, Mr. A'ats, 
however, remarks that bha is exactly identical with the same letter on seal 
No. 362, line 3 Sri Bha (ya vat ydhi) . etc., and the 3rd letter with ta in the 
conjunct Srl-inaftrai, etc., line 2.) 

(7) A male figure seated in Indian fashion, holding flask in the left hand. 
Serpent hoods appear over the head, and a tree is depicted on each side. 

Inscription: — Furila-yrdma-janapadasya i.r. Of the community of the 
village I’uiika (No. 374). 

181 A facetted seal with {a) Stupa with a tree on each side. 

Inscription: — Bddapdy-yrdinasya i.c. Of the village Badapag. 

(b) The Deer-Park sermon at Sarnath represented by 
a wheel and two deer. 

Inscription : — SrJ Ndlandd-MaJid-\ ihdrc clidtur-dis-drya-bhikshu-saiiyhasya. 
Translation :— Of the communitv of the faithful monks, belonoin.r to 
the foul' quarters, in the holy great vihara of Nalanda (No. 348). 
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(9) (a) Gaja-Lakslimi, Inscription : — Sn Lakshulkasija i.e. O) Lak>hiiu. 

(b) The same as on (86). (Xo. 139). 

(10) A Peacock with X7pa (?) trees in ])lossom. 

Inscription: — VuUai-i-hh7pa-bJiatta Malifikijniiasija. I’he >ense is not 
(juite (Tear. (Xo. 1.59). 

(11) A four-armed goddes.s squatting, trlH'ihi and dkshnndln in upper hands. 
Tlouse (?) as vehicle, in front of a curious object liaving a vague resemblance 
to a tyiratna. 

Inscription : — Sr7)iuid-dPiy'si'arh='\'\\e illustrious D("vesvaii (Xo, 30-5). 

(12) Inscribed Sealing (X'o. 413). Inscnption. DhannapfiUtasija. 

(13) Seal bearing numerous small stapas, with Buddhi.st creed at bottom. 

(14) 3Iultifaced sealing inscribed with (Xld/jeiidyn Kavih i.c. The ])oet Udavhndra 
(Xo. 367). 

(15) J^eal showing figure of Kartikeya (jn peacock. Inscription : — Uchogho- 
pycfja-bhuta (?) MaJidjanasi/a. 'I'he sen.>e is not (pure clear. (Xo. 228). 

(16) Phupie .slmwiiig (?) Vishnu on Garinla holding the gadd and milk ha (1) 

in the right hands ; half broken. Inscription in nine or ten line.s reads : 

L. 1 {Chat iidy-dntikkrdnta K irtteh-pra 

L. 2 ( \hrnij-d)h-cmia-vijamsthdpana-pyai'ritta-cliakkru 

L. 3 yah Std-mahdydja Lavvava '? jm (ty) 

L. 4. {Bhd)(]ai'ato Mahdydjddhiydja Std 

L. 5. {Pd)d-dnudhjjdtah Syl-deyijdih Vittachcha d,- 

L. 6. ifja)va-{ai(()hdydJa-,Syi-Jayd-v{i) 

L, 7 iSy7-devi/d)h mehjd-de 

L. 8 Yuto Ma/tdydjddhiydja 

L. 9 Palyus-tutpd (Xo. 347). 

The iiisciqrtioii is too fiagmentaT\' to be translated. 

(17) Phupie showing well-modelled bull with driver tvhipping it from behind. 
Inscription reads : — 

L. 1 pyatdpadianrdg-dpanai-dtrga-yajd ( jd) yarn dirama-vyavasthapana- 

pyai'j'itta 

- Hayivaynnad | //* j Uisya puttyas-tat-pdd-dnudhijdtd jaya. 

(3.51). 

Translation (There was) llarivarman who had othei' kings brought 

into subjection by {his) prowess and by alfoction [J'uy //da) . • • . in enqihjying 

(his sovoi'cignty) foi' i'egula,ting the differeui ca.stes and stagers of religiou.s life 

llis son who nieditated on his leet 

King Jlarivarminaii and ()ueen .Jayasv.lminI are the earliest names in the 
llatikhaii genealogy, but as the record does not stop with them, the name of 
the prince remains uiiceitain. 

(Is) Seal bcMi'ing the lollowing in.scriptioii.s : 

L. 1 . Vayn-dsymu-dhayyamavidah sm 

L. 2. laHjitu-ja-akyitrh I'^yt-Iydiia [vayintna-nyipate). 

1.. 3. y-jjayati jayaf-prlla ye lu{kshithh) (Xo. 349). 
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T ranslatiori. 

Victorious to the joy of the world, is the royal fortune of the King 
Isanavannan, who is well acquainted with the duties pertaining to the (different) 
castes and stages (of life), and who has caused hapjiiness of his subjects.” (A 
record of Isanavannan, the Maukliari prince, is already known. Tide Fleet, 
Gupta Inscriptions, p. 220 ff.) 

(20) Seal (Xo. 362). This find, made by Dr. Spooner, is the second 
record of Bhaskara-varman and of the dynasty of Pushya Varman that has 
come to liglit. The inscription of this fragmentary seal as finally restored by 
Mr. K. X. Dikshit, M.A., in the Bihar and Orissa Eesearch Society’s Journal, 
V ol. \l, pt. I, page 151, reads as follows: — 

L. 1. {Sn-Ga)japati)varmd SV(7) Ydjnavatydi^nt) Sr{T) [Maliendravarmd). 

L. 2. {Sn-Suvra)tdi/d)h Sn-Xdrdyamvarmd (Sri Bevavatydm Sri-Mahdhlnda- 
varuid). 

L. 3. (Sri-Viji'idna)vatijdm Sri Chandramukhavarmci Sri BJio(yavatydm). 

L. 4. (Srl-Sthitava)r)nd tena Srl-Xayanasohhdydm (Srl-Susthitavarmd). 

L. 5. {Srl-Sd)m)h(kpnyd>h Sri Siipratishthita- 

L. 6. (Vanm Srl-BM)skaravarni-eti. 

(21) Inscribed Seal — The inscription reads as follows : — 


L. 1 Ya{pi()tra- 

L. 2 (Sri) Yaio)natydm-utp((nnah- 

L. 3 [ hha ] tldraka Malta rdjddhirdja Sri. 

L. 4 ma Bhattdrl(ri)kd mahddt vl Sri ya 

L. 5 tna Mdhesvarah MaJiesvara iva sarvva 

L. 6 [bka} ttdraka Malta rdjddJiirdja Sri Harsltalt. 


The inscription is too fragmentaiv to be translated. 


(•-2) Seal (Xo. 416) bearing the following inscriptions : — 

L. 1 Yaidtuat ydm-ata pattttalt. 

L. 2 (ma)ltdrdjddltirdja Sri Bd (jyava) rddltana [ /;* ] ta 

L. 3 (blta \ ttdrikd iitahddrrl Sri Yasv [ ] yd 

L. 4 Mdheivaralt MalteUvara iva sarvva sat 

L. 5 (ttia)ltdrdjddltirdja Sri Harsltalt. 


Too fiagmeutaiA' to be ti’iinslated. 

(23) Seal (Xo. 451). I ns(ri]ition reads: — 

L. 1 Sr(l)-Prahltdktira-(varddlt<tiialt). etc., etc. Too fragmentary to be 

ti’aaislated. 

Nos. 21 to 23, though in a very fragimmtary condition give four important 
names, viz., Prabh;lkara-varddhana and his (preen \asomati. the parents of 
Bajya-varddhana and Harsha-varddhana. who succeeded their father in the vears 
C05 and 606 A.D.. respectively. 


Broitzc oh jvcls. 

(1) A bell shaped object with shaft. 4 ft. 1 in. in height, with a diameter at 
the base of 1 ft. The shaft is ci’owned by a recumbent elephant surmounted by 

o 2 
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a maned lion in the round (c/., Goncl emblem on Gond moiiumeuTs in the (eutral 
I’rovinces). Over the head of the latter and threaded on to a square stick are 
two thick discs crowned by a small dmalaka (Xo. 314; jihoto. Neg. Xo. l-)'27). 

(2) Foot of a life-size figure, 8j ins. in length. Hollow in the core (Xo. 

337). 

(3) Hand of a life-size figure, Oj ins. in length. Hollow in the eoie (X"o. 
343). 

(Xos. 2 and 3 are rivetted with cross nails for attachment.) 


Copper objects. 

(1) A seated image of Tiira (7i ins. in height) represented by the Ohinese 
female divinity “ Sung-tree ” with a child seated on the left leg. The right 
leg is pendant, the foot resting on a lotus. Two lions support the throne 
(Sindianada). The background i.s decorated with conventional lions mounted 
on elejihants. The pedestal bears the auspicious representation of a hilasa 
(No. 372). 

(2) A seated figure of a twelve-armed Tara (height 9 ins.) with the legs 
inter-locked, on a lion throne. The image perhaps represents the sabti of 
Avalokitesvara, as it holds the flask and padma, and stilpas appear about its 
shoulders. The other hands grasp the sword, aksliamdld and pdsa. (Halo 
broken.) 

(3) A figure of an Avalokitesvara standing in the Vara-mudrd attitude with 
a lotus in the left hand. Height 9J ins. (Xo. 437). 

(4) A byama Tara standing, in the mni-mndrd. Height 8| ins. (Xo. 

438). 

(5) A Dhyani Bodhisattva. Height 5 ins. (Xo. 441). 

(0) A standing figure of Balarama with the gadd, chakra, padma, and hala 
or plough.share in his hands ; a female divinity appears on either side, and a monk 
on the pedestal. Height 13 ins. (No. 442). 

(7) bmall standing figure of Vishnu wearing high crown, and holding 
the sahkha, chakra, gadd and padma in its hands. Height 4j ins. (No. 
443). 

(8) A standing image of Siva with triirda, lower portion broken (No. 426). 


Mona.stery IA. 

Stone objects. 

(1) Standing figure of Tara with lotus in left hand and the right held in 

Tara-noidru ; stvpa overhead. Buddhist Creed inscribed at back. Height 4i ins 
(No. 7). * ' ■ 

(2) Smhanadd Tara seated, with her left leg pendant instead of the right 
as usual. Pose as in No. 1 ; lions supporting the lotus throne ; and flying 
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figures about tbe arch under which the figure is seated. Height 4 ins. (No. 
304). 

(3) .Alariju.srl. the Buddhist god of learning, seated on throne, in the 
V uCikhijuna or preaching pose. The book of knowledge rests on a lotus issuing 
from under the left arm. Height 3J ins. (No. 11). 

(4) Belief depicting the eight principal events in the life of the Buddha ; 

fine workmanship. Height 6 ins. -r, . n .• -ir - - i 

^ ® (o) kuiTous figure of lamantaka 

standing on reclining buffalo. The 

figure has six faces, and six arms. 

The right hands hold the sword, 

the thunderbolt and the mace ; and 




I'la. 07. — Sitone tablet poitiayiiij-' scciU’S fioin the life of 
Buddha. Item 4. 


I'Tu. .OS.- Stoiie imaue of Vaniantaka. 
Item .5. 


the left ones, the noo.se, a human head, and the blood-filled cup. He wears a 
snake garland, a long mioujantdld reaching to the feet . and snakes appear 
about He ankle.s. There is a miniature figure of Akshobhya over his head 
flanked by skulls, all of which are shaded by snake-hoods. TTie bristling 
beard the straightlv drawn out mou.staches, and the binning e_\es, the 

wrinkled forehead, and the fiery turn of his expression bring out in prominent 
relief the terrific form of the god of death. ihe back of the aureole is 

inscribed with the creed, and the pedestal with the name of the donor, the 

lay worshi])pei .Vm/u, {Dcdktntw-yam param-opdsaka Sn Xdifasya). 9th-10th 

centurv .1.1). Height ins. (No. 113). 

(ti) Standing figure of Avalokite.svara in Vuru-nimlrd with the Dhyani 
Buddha, Amitribha, on the forehead, and lotus in the left hand. Height lOf ins. 
(No. 2). 
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M isceUaneous Metnl ohjects. 

(1) Metal image of Buddlia, standing on lotus in the Ablniiin pose. Hair 
in .seliematie ciuls : fn'ixi amJ iislinlslia. Heiglit 11 ins. (Mo. 532). 

(2) Brass (?) ligiue of ^ 

s<|uatting Buddha, lemon (?) in i ) 

right hand, halo broken. 

Height 3| ins. (M'o. 209). 

(3) b'op])er Vajrasattva (?) 
i holding tlie cajfa in the right 

liand. Height 4i ins. 

Xo. (lo7A). 

(4) Metal IndraiiT (?) stand- 
ing on elephant. Height 3J ins. 

(Xo. 158). 

X'unierous country-made 
lH I iron locks were also found 

„ f ! during the cour.se of excavation, 
scatrered over the nionasterv — 
generally in the verandah in 
front of the rooms ; and it 
would seem that they were 
used by the monks for locking 
U[) their cells. 


F(i:, (in. — Metal iiiiaee nf 
imhaiil. 



Fin. .M), — Metal imaL'c 
of stillidllle (illdrlllil. 

In 1916 a large hoard of 603 seals or tablets in an unbroken condition 
was found in front of the (piadrangle to which Cunningham gave the reference 
number 4 in his account of the site, and which according to him is Brdaditva’s 
monastery. These vary in size from tiny buttons to fairly large jdaques, but 

all ajiparently bear the Buddhist creetl in close 
writing of medi.eval date, th(‘ chief difference 
being in their decoration, sonu^ dejncting mini- 
ature stu^Ki.s. etc., others being tpiite plain. 

.Main HlJifii (site Xo. 3 ). 

Among the more important antiquities dis- 
covered at the Main XOfyiu (site X'o. 3) Dr. 
Huananda S.istrT makes special mention of three 
Buddhist images who.se subjects have not vet 
been ideiitilied with certainty. “One of them 
IS a male (igure, crowned, sitting under a seven- 
hooded ser|)enf, holding rosary in tlie right hand 
Fie. (U. .X.M.m.ir, ,1,-u M.ai, and goblet (? bask) in the left. Appareiitlv it 

rej.re.sents .some deified human being. That it is neither (huitama Buddha whom 
ve .sometimes hud represented seated with the .serpent Muehalinda. the Am/u 
king. ]u-(,teetmg Im bodv. nor Prndvanath, nor Su]mrM-anatha Jinn. wIiom- innoies 
are iikewne charnetei ised bv H.e emblem ot a. snake with seven or five hoods. 
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is certnin. The rosary and the XCiga would seem to indicate that the tigure 

might stand for Nagarjmia— especially the snake, 
wliich suggests the Nciga who protected him or 
revealed to him the holy text in the dragon palace 
under the sea. e know that in his representa- 
tions he has an aureole which is marked by seven 
snakes, and that the .snakes gave him the Prajua- 
paramita. But this is only a conjecture which I 
have thrown for consideration. The other image is 
that of a goddess with several young chddren. pro- 
bably Buddhas, sitting around. 1 think it repre- 
sents Kotih’i or Sapta-Koti-Buddha-Matri Chunti, 
the mother of seventy-thousand Buddhas, one of 
the several forms of the god or goddess of mercy or 
Avalokitesvara. who is worship]ied both as a male 
and a female dignity. The third image exca- 
vatetl liere represents a subject who.se identity 
is also not yet certain. It is a male tigure 



Fr(!, a2.- I'liiili'iitilit'il 

( : Nfluar'j\ina.) 

A vtSpa is engraved over 



sitting in the rf/d.sv/ posture lidding a vaji'a m 
the right hand and a lotus in the left hand, 
his head, at the side of which a small tigure. probably 
representing Akshobhya, is i-arved. I think the divi- 
nity represented is iajrasattva. 

i'he statue of (0 Nagarjuna bears the following 

in-scription on the iiedestal;-- 

L. 1. I)c-dhanii)HO-ga)k Bhalhi-Mdidkgusya lad- 

a(f<i puiigioii tf(d-bh<ivutu Mdtd-pilri- 

prdiiitililut. 


s(dvfnHln-dia. 

■' Tliis is the felicitous gift of BhatDi Manikca. 
Vhatever merit there be m it, let that accrue 
o all .sentient lieings headed by all his relatives 
u-eceded by his father and mother." 

At the north-east <orner of the mam .s/upu 
lid placed in a small detai’hed shrine, is the 
luaoo of a standing Avalokitesvara. which, except 
or a little injury to the no.se and one ear, is 
icrfectly preserved. It is inscribed with the creed 
t the back in eaiiv mediaoal characters. In addition 
o the above objects, three valualile fragments of the 


rows of small seated Buddhas and inscribed at the 




I 'ulO'-'dl '•tolir 

( A\ n fokiti'-sN nia). 


bottom with a long and wclbincised metri(’al inscrip- 
tion ri'fcrring to <uie Sridhara (biptaas an old man, 
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were recovered from tlie east and west sides of the main ’these three 

pieces unfortunately do not complete the whole, so the inscription cannot be 
fully read. 

{'j] Xiimeroiis terra-cotta seals, and a large copper plate of Devapfiladeva. the third 
king of the Pala Dynasty, have been unearthed during the course of e.xca vatiuii' e.xtending 
from 1916 onwards. These and the more important inscriptions have already been nofiied in 
the body of these notes. 

[h] The reniain.s that have been excavated so far are well preserved, their ^tructur.tl needs 
having received attention : and the mounds still to be opened up give jiromi-e from their lieight 
and position above the general level that the portions of the structures the v contain m.iv be 
recovered relatively intact. 

(/) A. Cl. I,, 468-71 -. C. S. R.. I. d8-36; Dhst. Oazet. Patna. 183-18.1; L. A. -M. B.. 
242-:156 ; Martinis Ea.stern India. I. 9-5-96; Smith's Early Historv -312-1.3. 333. 3dli ; A.S.E.E.C., 

19U2, 17-18 ; 19l.j-16. 33-38 ; 1919-20, 34-39 •, 1920-21. .33-41 ; J. B, 0. E. S., V. 302-.3ol ; -Watter's 
Yuan Chwang. II. 16.1-71 ; (k) 1383 to 1111, 1610 to 169o. 1871 to 1885, 1978 to 2ol9. 2033, 
2150 to 2161. 2357 to 2411. 


Patna City. 

No. 31. — {a) Again Kuan or the “Unfathomable Well.’’ 

(h) South-we.st of the Clulzarbagli Railway Station, and on the road to T’ancli Palifirl ; 
(c) Maulvi Akbar Ali Kban nhu^i Chhute Nawab. and others ; (d) 11 b; (e) I'neertain, 


(/) Tbo Again Kuan is a large circular well (20 ft. 2 ins. in diameter) the walls 
of which are carried up about 10 feet above the ground level and are jiierced 

by S arched tvindows, 
4 ft. 3 ins. liy 5 ft. 2 ins. 
at intervals of some 7 feet. 
Including the width of the 
walls, the diameter is 29 
ft. 2 ins. as measured 
tliruugh the arches, and 30 
ft. 4 ins. at the top. A 
shallow coi'uice moulding 
encircles the well exter- 
nally. wJiicli is other- 
wise plain. Over the tvin- 
dows on the east, west 
and north sides narrow 
j)latforms have been cor- 
; and two sipiare holes 



Fro. 64. — AjraiM Kuan, I^atna C'itv. 

belled out into tlie interior to form straight sides 

left in the brickwork beneath the platforms originally accommodated a wooden 
Iramework. now iio long,.,- exi.sting. by means of wliich water was drawn up 
in a rjui'.sii over ;i ]uillev. 

lie- pla.stered top of the walls drains off to the west and north, and a 
sumll plastemd tubular drain, .still pre.serveil on the north side, ai.].arentlv sei vod 
carry off water from the top. Tlie bricks of which the well is Imiit varv 


to 


m size 


In 


.Mr. M. Ohosli 


says, “ It has liecn lound that 
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die biickwork rin« and the sides of the veil end at a depth of 44 feet from 
the ground level, and then begins a wooden ring which goes to a further depth 
of li ft. "2 ins. or 01 ft. 2 ins. from the ground level. The wooden ring con.sists 
of ])lanks 2 it. 2 ins. by 2 ft. 6 ins. by 9 ins. Some of the objects excavated from 
this well are in the Patna Museum and one or two in the Oriental Library.” 
Pvound the ivell originally was a circumambulatory passage about 3 feet wide 
paved with bricks, traces of which still exist on the north-west side, where the 
thickness of tlie cncln.sing wall is 5 it. 1 in. The pre.sent upper structure of 
the well and the arched windows it contains are patently of Muhammadan 

construction. 

Yuan dhwang. it is believed, identified thi.s well with Asoka's Hell, which is 
said to liave contained fiery cauldrons for torturing hapless prisoners. Accord- 
ing to this account. Asoka was converted to Buddhism through witnessing 
the escaiie unscathed of a Buddhist monk who had been hurled into this 

furnace and was found afterwards miracuiouslv seated on a lotus flower. The 
same legend (relating to torture) has been mentioned by Col. Mkiddell in con- 
nexion with a Jain priest of the adjoining temple of .Sitala Devi. It is said 
that the juiest, named Sudarsana. was flung into a furnace in the neighbour- 
hood by order of the King of Pfitalijuitra ; and that he too remained unscathed, 
and was found seated on a lotus throne : whereupon the king ordered his 
release, jiatronised him. and settled him in the immediate vicinity. The present 
poprdar legend also associates the well with both heat and hell. Its water 

is greatlv venerated but never drunk : and it is said to be efficacious as a 

cure for eve-troubles and skin-affections. The four hot-weather months begin- 
ning with [March, when the hot winds set in, compifse the period of special 

worship at the well. On the Sth day of each month during this time largo 
numbers of Hindu women and children gather at the spot and make offerings 
of monev and flowers, which they throw into the well. Sweetmeats and fruits 
are laid at the windows mentioned abt>ve. to be removed by the pxjdrJf: : and 
the woi'shpipers prar’ lor jiiotection against the disfiguring fever of small-pox. 
Standing, as it does, in front of the temple of Sitalii, goddess of small-pox, 
th.e well has also come to lie associated with this disease. The largest fair 

here is the Agri iMela. held on the Sth <lay of tin' month of AxhTulha (i\rav- 

June). when over a lakh of ju-ople attend and sacrifice goats. There is a 
modern tradition that a heavy ])iece of wood which was lo.sf in the ocean was 
recovered bv a sage in this well ; the legend evidently associating the well 
with ITitala. or hell, in this instance. The antitpiity of the original stnuture 

s(>ems to be undoubted, but the tradition may be <|uestioned whiih asserts 
that as far l)a(dv' as 7(t0 vears ago it was the custom among newlv married 
Muha.mmadan otficials to go to this well and throw in a gold or sihan' coin.^ 
according to their means. 

1 Tlii- tia<lini>n is a iiic'ilrin faliiii-atiiin . I’atna w a- a ])Iarf <if no iin]iortama' fm Miiliamiiiad.iii- in tlic l.'ltti 
('ontiirv .\.l'. Tlicir i-. hnw (•\ c r. a cn-toni anioiiL; tlii’ Im-al thii-vc- of tlironiiij sonu' inotal obji’i t in tlic wall 
after a sucee— tiii rolilieiy. Tlie praetiee i- ha-cd on tin' In-Iief that tlieir neei'et al-o la'eoilies ‘ linfatliomaMe ' lip, 
the «ell. 


r 
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Accordinij; to Col. Waddell, the Asraiii Kiufi " -^eein^ to he ,i vi'-'tiue of 

A.h;ika's hell, and its ])osition liere. between the palace and the eld city, and 
adjoining the village TulsT IMandT. which n.iiiK' iinijlie-^ the m.irket plaei' of 
the h'ing. is in keeping with the ])os,dbility that here wa-^ the <ite et the Iloyal 
slaughter-house or ont-kitehen which, as Kern sneuest<. wj' in alter-days 

transformed bv tlie life-eheri.diing Riiddhist monks into .1 hell where A'cCm 

wantonly eondemned innocent lives to horrible death. 

Some of the olijects recovered from the Again Kurih were kept in the 

Public Oriental Library of dfanlvT hLnda Baj^^ IWan at Patna. They h.ive 
now been transferred to the local dluseum. 

( /) Xene. {h) (JiukI. (p Dot. (tizef. Patna, lio-iil aii'l 'il : A. S. fb K. (P.d--13), 
-3!l : Patnli|iutr.i. kv ,M. (diroli. 46 ; (/•) git.")."), logs, g?, .■)(). 


Patna City. 

No. 32 . — {(() Chhoti PaharT. 

ih) About half a mile to .Miuth-w.-^t of Dulzar B.'ijh Baihv.iv .Sfatioii : (r ) B.lbu Ibigliiinnn- 
ilau f’r.Orol and others of tlic j)lace, and (.lalianu Bliat as a ot a Muliaininadan 

•saint'j Loavi' ofvliidi thi'i'c’ .u'c> h‘\\ ti-.u-e,-. now; (</) JIT: (e) lioigii id .\soka. 

(/) Chhoti Pahari is one of the sites which weri' ])robab]v included in 
what is known as the I’anch PaliarT. It is a low mound s])reading to some 

distance, and was identified by Col. Waddell with the hermitage hill of the 
famous Buddhist saint. Fpagupta. who is rejmted to havi^ converted Asuka to 

Binldhism. It is doubtful if the mound wmdd rejiav further digging. 

Mr. P. c. Mukerji. it may be mentioned, identifietl the Chhoti Ihrhiiri 
mound as the site of the .s/epo of tin* ‘ Past Four Buddhas ' ; but his view.s 

have not been generallv accejtted. 

(7) Xoj.r. (//) .ii-coi(iin>.' to till- ( hizcttcer a jiortion ot the niound was once e.xeavated 
and it yielded the ruins of a Bnddlii't .s/ayan Tln'.se. liowever. liave entirely disajijicared 
now. .iiiil only ,) few jiits .ire to lie ^ecui here and tliere. Tlie niound is ]iartly overgrown 
with palm and hri trees. 

(/) I)i-t, (kizet,. Patna giM-i; : K.C. (PH.-)- Hi). ;i()-.4l ; P.S.R.. XI. l.'iT l..A..\I.B., 

ggg ; Waddell's I’ataliput I’a . Id: Miikerji s llejiort. Id. (/) nil. 

No. 33. — (a) Panel] PaharT (generally known as the Bail Pahari.) 

th) llie Panrh Paliari is included in village Zaka ri va pur or more properly Xir.nidanjnir 
Kli.ir.iunia (in tlie Piexemie hooks Zakiriyapnr or Xirandapur) tlie first name lieing that of a 
yillac'c .1 little to the north; (c) (I) Tin- Xawillis of ( bizri (g) Dahanii Bli.it. mujawir of Cliliotl 
Palian and others; (d) Ilf ; (. ) Itcion of .\sok.i. 

ff) Tin* term PaiTcli I’ahaiT is a]i])lied to live mounds or hills whicli fob 
Waddell identified witli tlie livi- .v/dyiu.s- built by .V.sokm It now comprises 
the < hboli and Barf P.iharfs and ])crlia])S some other smaller mounds in tlie 
vicinity. The ruins ot these mounds run north and south some .‘f.oud feet in 
length but not more tfmu 600 teet in width. Breaking abruptly, as they do, 
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tlie level iiienutony of the plains, these mounds are attributed by the people 
to the ao-euey ot spirit- or o'enii of aueieut times. ‘‘A Siddha or si.irit is 
said to have been earrying a hill through the air for the purpose of forming 
an embaiikiueiit aeross the Ganges : but the morning broke just as he reached 
the ]iresent site. Paneli PaharT. and as spirits cannot work bv dav. he 

Ava- obliged to dro]) the hill which broke into five pieces, ju.st as they are 

seen iiov . ^ hi\ en as late as the time of Akbar, the court historian in a 

reference to the hmiperor s ascent (»f this mound speaks of it as “ a collection 
of .3 chimes. - On examining the .site in 1915. however. Dr. Sptioner was un- 

able to trace the five mounds comprising the Pauch Pahari. The Bari Paharl 
niound. which is the largest and highe.st of all the mounds in the vicinity, 
being l.jtt feet across and 5U leet liigh. and stands on two well-defined terraces 


was then selected for ex- 
cavation. A deep bifur- 
cating trench started 
from the east end of 
the site brought to light 
short stretches of walls 
and pavements, a few 
fragments of Chunar 
•stone with the character- 
istic Mauryan polish, 
and remnants of two 
brick isinpas. All these 
were found " at an un- 
expectedly high level and 
Fig. (i.'i. — Bari Pah.al under oxtavation, Pancli Paliail. Patna City. the uhlpdtf Wei'C apparent- 

ly built on a high jiliiith or stylobiite of which the core w;\s formed of htchdut 
brickwork resembling ;i subsoil do|)osit." One of the stilpus was found towards 



iC.S.P,.. Nl. l.-)7. 

“ 'riii'' w Ji'' ill 0S.‘» A.H . loTo A. I >.. \\ lim AMnu i anic with a lai uo ai my to l*atim in okUa’ to (jucll tlu' rolx llion 
ot J )a ful l^fui Kararaiii. " Tlji* Kniprioi wont out U|)un an (.•Icphant t<‘ utonnoitu* tlio fort and tlu- i'n\iion> of 
tlu'iity. and a''ccnd(’(l tlu- I’afa li PnliaiT. whi<li i" <)])|>o'-itr tin* foit. 'riii" IMiich l^ilian (U *’ tivi' donu"/' is 
a c-olh't tion ot old donn [ijn inlnr . ). w hu h tlu- in lido K l>uilt in (*Id tinio'' with ha id In i< k" plat rd in la\ oI^. d'lic 
AfiJran'' who wore on 1 ho w all" and t )io ]>a'-t ioii" ot t ]io hnt io'-'h '- aw tlio oni|'o?'oi and hi" snito a" ho w a" niakini; Ids 
sui \ (AA and in t lion do" pai i and io( kh ""no''" liiod iiiui" at 1 In- Pani h INdiaii. hul t ho\ dn I no iiijui \ to an\ ono. 

['/'flhflfl //-/-. I /, htll I ). 

Had.l \ fini. tho otiioi i mn 1 hi-toi laii of Akl>ai . loi ouK t hat t lir Kniju loi <‘aino to I*at na hy hopt and that ho pi, t 
u j • at t ho lioii-o ot MiiTi iin l^an. l^aii Mianan. w hi< h wa^ "itnato<l at raiVh Pah.ln, d nr d niilo" f'/t. s,/t /./f?,,//) 
tiniii Tat na. 1 ’'diiii t hi" it w onid a j'}K ai t hat t lio rant li Ihih.ln mu: lit to ho Inoati'd w c"t of t ho toi t ot I *at na ("Ok o 
Akha I I aino tioni t ho w o"t ) oi oon \ o]"ol\ tli.it tin toil id l*at na w a" tin n sit nati'd ."omo ti\ o nulo" t o o:i"t of t In 1 Mi'n li 
i’ali.ln. 'I hi" toi t w a" |)iolial'I\ t hat w lin h w a>- iniilf h\ “s! I i Slj.lh. 'I'ho IMhi li l’;ili,"iu oi Vav: rahroi ioniiiiaud> 
an nnintoMU]itod mow ot tho (ninitiv aimiiid. ("jn'iially towaid- tho hat. whoio ino"t of tho lut ixcnuiu laiui up 
in il " wall" I" low - I \ 111 - and -oiioiallv inundali < 1 , w liili hoin- alnio-i diA oid id t loo-- : hut it " di-taiu a fimn t ho "outh- 
w ( "1 iiiialo ot tho ])i o-ont toi t iti* at loii" doo" not o\n od \~ imh s. It i" id c oui."o po''"ihk that .^>oi ^! .Ill's oiiAUial 
ti it ki\ tut tho! to t ho la-t . and ( hat it" inatoi la! iiia\ ha\ o hoi ii utdi/» d in t In.- i on"tiuction id tin ) o, "« ut mk uni 
vailatioii" ; lait it i^ itun )i inoio pmhahlo that liad.lyfini's o"tiinato of tho di-t.inco wa> i \.'--oiatMi. .m d that the 
po -i-nt tnit i- -uli-tant lalU idontii.r! \Mth that ot ^ItT 



98 


LI.^T or .AXLIE>,T MOXr.AIEXlS riU)TKCTElJ I XOLi; A( 1 Ml ol 1!»04 


tlie miter edge ol tlie iiimuid on its eastern side; tiie otliei- na' l.iitiu'r into 
the nimind to sontli-west of tlie first. '' I’roni tld' il a|/jieai''.“ says 
Dr. fSyooner. that the great mound of Ban Paliarl does not conceal one 
ijiigiity s/f'ya/ as had been snjijiosed; but that it buried ratlier a group 

of sfPjuis. The jiosition of the tAvo AAliieli can be located suggests that 
jiossibly all fiA'e of the stfij)as AA'hieh Asoka built are in this single mound.... 
But obviously no certainty can be attained on .such a }ioint until extensive 
excaA'ations can be made in the various old sites of ancient fMtalijmtra." 

Jn one of the tAvo mentioned aboA'e. Dr. .'sjiooner found the relic- 

chamber. A\hich. hoAvever, did not yield anything : in the case ol the other, 
circumstances did not permit of the trenches being made Avide and deep enough 
to facilitate the search for the relic-chamber. The diameter of the first stPj>a 
Avas estimati'd by J)r. Spoonei- to be about 80 feet. 

Afiart from the fcAv ’pieces of .Mauryan stone alre.idv mentioned and a 
icAv coins etc., the only thing of interest found by JJr. Sjjooner aams a small 

and very early type of fiiiatiid symbol in (i) chalcedony discovered deep 
doAvii in the aitificial filling of the jihnth beneath the centre of one of the 
ilP'pas. !)]•. 8poone]' thinks that by continuing the trench outAvard toAvard 
the fields it may be possible to find tlie etlge of the artificial ])latform, Avhich, 
as the stone fragments of iMauiyan polish indicate, might have been adorned 
Avith >( ui])turMl friezes, ft may be mentioned in pa-ssing that the late Babti 
(. iMuk’erji projiosed to identify the Iiac .sb'y/^/.s ol Asoka A\ith the nimmds 
at Jogljiura and in the LashkarT Bibi Barden at Bahadurptlr. 

('/) None, [h) "file inound is very thickly overgreAvn A\it]i jungle aiul tliornv slinihs. 
Au ti.ices of Willis or hricks aiiywliere m the trenches dug liv Dr. Spooner are uoav visible. 

(y) Ihst, (fazet.. I’atna io. fo.-j-oi; : C.S.Jf.. Xf. l-fT-Kf;! iind jb XJd ; A.S.K.E.C., 
.(J'al.f-ld). f.'if : Waddidfs f’ataliputm, Id. (f) Igho-j-'iou. 


Patna (Pataliputra). 

No. 34. — (o) Bulandl Bagb. 

(b) Xoith-we-t (it KniiiialiiU .iiid to iiortli ot the East Indnin fou'lvay line : (r) (iov- 

einiceiit . {(!) J I (i . {< ) .\I,iurv,iii. 

(/) Die JSuhimlT flagh, a liigb-lying mango grove situated north-A\est of 
Ivumifdiar vilhige, is the site Avhenee f'ol. Waddell in f'JO.'f recovered the valuable 
and iutciestiug (pi;isi-Jonian capital uoav preserved in the I’atna 31useuin. 
The relic, Avliich belongs to tlie Sung;i period, Avas loimd at a depth of 1-1 
Icet below the surface along Avitli some (•oyiper ;ind bronze eoins hv the side 
of .1 thick iuiiient AVidl. ITomising as tlie site Avas, its explomtion could 
not he resumed until lljl.'), Avlam a liberal gmnt foi this purpose was generously 
made b_\' the late 8ii' Batan 'J'ata. 

J lie c.xciiA at ii.iii of the site Avas tlicn taken up liv JJr. iSpijciner of the 
Aielia ologii ill f lepai tment, and a long trejiefi Avas ( allied north ;iiid south 
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tliTdiioli tilt' ct'iitre 111 tlie fur a distaiit-e of some 900 feet. About 150 

it'et iiojtli 111 tilt' southern end of tlie Bagh a ma.ssive beam of Avood Avas 

di 'closed lA'um across tlie trencli (i.e., east to AA'est) at a A'ery steep angle. 
(Some i» or fo feet north of this and lying parallel to it, Avas found another 
slantinu bc.un. the tAvo bi'in^ joined together by 3 cross or tie beams at 

irregular intt'iA’als. The luAver ends of the slanting beams descended to a depth 

of at lea't 24 feet beluAv the surface. Avhile their upper ends AA'ere onh' 10 feet 


or so beloAv it. 

The slanting timbers measured al out one foot scptare, and in line AA'ith 
them Avere found tAA'o Avails of massive Avooden upright.s (1 ft. 3 ins. Ija' 1 ft. 10 ins.) 
running eastAvUrds and parallel to each other for a distance of some 24 feet. 
These u})rights formed apjiarently the north and south Avails of a structure of 
Avhich the slanting timbers noted aboA'e formed the Avest end. The uprights 
Avere sjiaced 5 inches apart and the Avidth of the structure Avas 12 ft. 4 ins. 
internally and 15 ft. externally. BetAveen the north and south aavaIIs. at a depth 
of about 22 feet beloAv the surface. Dr. Spooner came u])on the flooring of this 
structure. Avhich Avas composed of a series of long sipiared timbers laid north 
and south Avith their ends fitted into sockets in the upright timbers of the 
Avails. These last Avere foinul to go 5 feet further doAvn in the soil, that is. to a 
total de]ith of nearly 27 feet. Avhero they stand on a bed of Krnil’dr founda- 
tions. 'While the Avails disclosed did not extend beyond a length of 24 feet, the 
floor Avas found to continue for some 350 feet eastAvard : and as the ends tif the 
tindiers composing it Avere trimmed for insertion into the sockets of the upright 
tindrers throughout, it Avas obvious that the Avails had also extended originally 
to the oast as far as the trimmed timbers of tlu' hooi'. In a pit dug at a 
distance of some 350 feet to east of the slanting structure mentioned aboA'e 
Avas discovered a series of upright timbers running north and south. Here, 
probafih', tb.e Avails took a turn to north. 

In Tlav 1923 the excavation of Bulandi Ba^ Avas resumed by Tlr. 
iManoranjan Ghosh. Curator of the Patna Tluseum. and the Avooden 

sti'ucture discoA'ered by 
Dr. S]>ooner Avas folloAved 
and cleared for a length 
of some 123 feet. The 
Hour timliers Avere found 
laitl like raihvav slee])ers 
almo't iiaraliei to each 
other and at distances 
varying from 1 ft. 2 in-j. 
to 1 ft. 9 ms. a]iart. 
T'hey are about 10 inches 
siiuare and 12 to 13 feet 
long inebuling the ]u’o- 
jecting tenons at their 

Fd;. Floor tinilui'' of a ’wooilin ''fun tuir pxj*omm 1 tluiini: o\eava- 

tioTi>. Fulantli Tatna. 
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The upi'i^ht jiillai-s near tJie \ve>t end nl tiie -tmeture ,in- almul d leet 
by I font indie.- in .-eetion. At jne-ent they li-e ti. abnut !» teet .li.ove 

the hnver fleer timber-, and are laeed on the ont-ide with |ii,niks 

lixed to the uprieht.- with wooden peg-. In tlie centre ot the walled -trimture 

and rnnninti aere-s tlie floor -leeper- i- a .-itigle long iilank ot \\ood. which 

probal)]\’ foriiietl tlie ,-nrtace ol the actual flooring. 

The sreat dejith to whicli the.-e timber- de-eend w'onhl -eem to indicate 

that tlie wooden ^tiaieture i- a--ignable to tlie Manryan peiiod. and it- iiaturi' 

bungei-t- that it i- eoneeivablv identiliable with the mu'-ive tiniber pali-ade- ■' 
de.setibed bv Mega-thene- as enelo>ing Chandiagiijita’- city ot lMta!i[»utra. 

i\Ir. (Ihosli also dng some trial i>it- to ea-t ot the w'ooden -triietiiie. beyond 
the la.-t ])it -unk on that side by Dr. Spooner. He could not. liowever. find 
anv fi'ace- ot the wooden or other -triictnies there, though lie de.-eended to 

a de])th ot 2^ fei't where rdrgin -oil ot a reddi-h e()loiu' wa- readied. 

Morth ot the wooden structure .Mr. (dio-h excavated a space of about 

laO feet by .j(i teet. to a dejith ot 14 to IS teet. and while he did not meet 
with any buildings here, a large number ot minor antipiiitie- were recor’ered. 

LTilike Kumrahar and other sites at Patna, the Piilaudl Ik'igh ha- proved 
exceptionally rich in minor anti<[uitie-. wliich have been recovered in a I'email-;- 
ublv well-iueserved condition. Some ot them wer-e ioimd ijiiite near- the suitace. 
but the majority were discovei'ed between 7 and 14 teet below the pre-ent 
ground level, a few coming from the eaiTier strata. 

The following l.iriet list will give an idea ot the nature ot the tinds from 
tlie Ijitlandl liagh : -- 

(1) Uoid signet ring, with double-headed nuiLtini de\'iee (-Maui'van). 

(2) Some 4(i(> (•oin> of the " eai'lv ree- 
tangulai' cast type (closely akin in some 
respect- to the old puuch-iiiai'ked coins), 
which ail' not eoinnion anr'uhere in India 
exee|)t at Old Piajgir, where the\- arc 
popularly a.ssigned to .Jarasaiidha. 

(:t) Two large ear-lmttoii- ot white 
lopper. 

(4) .\ long swoi'd. 

(.')) A mmilier of knivc- in excellent ■ :i- 
dition. 

(<>) Sonu' met.d ai row-head-. 

(<) .Metal li.iir ornament- ol ciinoii- tr pe. 

(5) A lew metal ililpleliiem-, 

(ii) A piece of (i) ea-t iron Ioimd IS 

teet hei(,w -iirhiee. jTlil- i- piobabK- 
nioilci n. M II. 1\. I 

(Ift) .\iimeroii- piece- of ancient potterv 
enilio— ed with priiilirive svmboh bv means 
ol 



.III ineu-e. 
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(11) Frauiueiits nf liiiilily ylazed pottery (black and silver glaze). 

(1-2) .V cpiaiid iduiid brazier or other vessel for tire, pierced around the 
to]> vitb a seri('s of round holes. 

(13) A lai'ue and valuable <-ollectiou of earlv terracottas including among 


others (i) an excejjtionally 
uai'v costume vith a sort 
(ii) turhaned head ot a.n 
ancient modelling ; (iii) two 



X'lii. os. — Ancient chariot-wliccl from Bntandi B.iih 
excavations. (Item 14.) 


elaborate doll wearing an extraordi- 
of apron and with voluminous coiffure ; 

infant, smiling — an excellent ]nece of 
or three small terracotta heads wearing 
a cui'ious head-dress, folded spuare and 
drajted round the cheeks, giving the 
whole a strikingly Egy]dian a]ipearance. 

(14) A complete wooden chariot-wheel ; 
perhaps the most interesting of all the finds 
from Rulandi Bagh. The iron band round 
the huh was still in its ])lace. 

(15) F()iir wooden sandals. 

(1(>) Scraps of basket-work. 

(17) Fragments of fine light-blue 
glass. 

(18) A gem of beautiful light-blue 
glass (lens sha])ed). 


(v) Xeiie. (h) ttio( 
E.C..’ (T.>ll-la). 18-1-1. 


I, (,) Dbt. Cazet.. Patna. 20() ; Wabiieirs Patalipntra. 
an.l' il-'MK (k) lo71-2. l-J-)'.--8U, It'.)]. lstO-72 


13-11; A.S.R. 
2.7) H)-lo. 


Kumrahar (Pataliputra). 

No, 35 .— («) ■■ .Site of the .Mauryan Palace. ’ 

(h) la a sni.iil trart of lai\(l betwmai tlie Kalfi tank aa<l t'liamai. Talao, and to west 

of tlie village of Kiinirrihar ; (A ( lovenuneiit ; (</) lie: (e) 3 im! eentarv B. C. 

(/) Kumrahar is a modern village to south of the ))resent eity of Patna. 

It lies clo.se to the main road, whicli follows tlie Fast Indian Pailway track 

on the .south. The name is. however, i.ojmlarly a]>i.licd to a wide stretidi of 
country to the immediate south of this road and extending a considerable 
distance to the avest of the actual village. Much of this laud is raised above 
the general level, ( lo.se to the village, to we.st, on the southern edge of the 
ad Is an old tank known as the Krdu and some hundred yards to the south 
^ anotlicr tank called the ( hainan tahlo. The tanks are shallow with ill- 
detined edges, and heconie dry in the cold season : hut they serve to mark 

off a conspicuouslv liigher tract of laml contaiiicil hetwe.-n fhcni, forming rough- 

ly a spnarc of about P.'X) to HOO fot. which marks the site of a Manryan 
Palace. A cluster of Inits bounds this area on the .soiith-ea.sf , and an orchard 
on the 'Vest; and in the centre of the tract stands a modern hvick-lmilt 
Miihaniniadan tomb which, with the jungle around it. divides the tract into 
two ])lots of land ; the northern extending from the tomb to the Kalfi tank, 
and the soiifliern from liehind the lomh to the f'liaman tahlo. 


ro 

is 
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In 1902-03, Culunel Waddell dug several {)it> in the nortlieru li.dt cf t!ie 
Site and recoveied some frauineiit'^ cl polished sand'^tone nl .A!ain\'.iti wdik- 
niinship. These he proposed to identify as fragiuent" of the Xili Coluin'i 
mentioned hv Yuan Clnvang as fiaving ))een erected hy Asoka in the middle 
of fiis palace enclosure, and insci-ihed witli a Imtory of the palace city. In 
deciding to re-ci]:en tlic' exjdorccticiii c.f the Kunir; liar sites ])i. Spsionc'r vas 

not witliciut hopes that (ol. AVaddell's seemingly reasonable theory might pio\'e 
tc') be correct, and that future c'xc-avatioii might re'-ult in the- re(-o\'er\' of tlie 
valuable Xili O'olunin and ol a definite clue to the pidace of Adika. 

Dr. Snooner bewail liis excavations earlv in Januarv 1913. devotiiia most 

of Ids atteiiticiii (in the first season) to the northern hall of the ‘'ite. Close 

tc) tlie mctdern surface of the earth lie lecoveied a maze- of ruined brick walls 
of tlie late Cujita period extending over the entire area. These went down 
to 7 feet below the surface : and iniiuc'cliately underneath them was found a 
belt or la\'er of blac k ash or charcoal, about one loot in thickness, which also 

extended over the whole cif the nortliem area. Among thc>se aslies were found, 








• 

' • C% 






.scattered all over the locality, numerous bits of polished stone, all showing 
curved surfaces and a veitic-al cleavage ; and cui the discovery that tlirc'c heaps 
of these* stone Iragments lay in one line*, each lo feet ajiart from centre to 
centre, distances were marked cuit on all sides, wlien similar lieajis were disclosc'd 

at ecjiiivalent intervals. 

.... 'li<\v]i ti. ;JO toet iiml tuui,. 

failed to rc'Vc-al the c.xi-.t- 
-aMF " ^ c'licc of aiu' baM‘s or pe- 

' V' w pillars, whi.-h 

miubt be cxpcc-ted to have 

F. -p. ^ ^ remained m But at 

J a depth of I (i feet a thin 

met with coiitainine frag- 

Frc. To.- iMtaUpiit f ;i fx. a\ at ion-- : \n-\\ -siiow mii a-'Ii-tnnn( K u lieu* j n i t. *1 

‘ ,, ir f I llHMlts OT Wood. 0t(\, ItllXOd 

jiillai- oii-inally -stoeHl. mjvi j 

up in it. Tlii' warn thought to mai'k the le\'el c>t a large wooden plattorm. 
Below the hea]!*- ci) polished stone* fi-agnic-nts were invariably found ash eirc-lcs. or 
ash timiiel'. which descended to a depth ol !S oi* 9 leet till they reached the 
le\'el of the prohalile wooden jdattorui luclic-afed hv the thin layer of blue edav 
meiit ioned a ko\-e. Between the upper ash >ti’atmn and the blue eday was a sedid 
layer ol fiard. dark, 'ilt-like earth mixe-d with a small <|uantity ol straw* [hlins"). 
ttiitw'ardlv it rc-scnilded the c'iieinsoil or rn'eiduc* deposit, but the hlnisa nc’ " 9 
cpiite (dear that it wms in realitv a filling of sun-dried hricdis. crushed and 
jioiinded. This fiHiiig was done in oi'der to I'.aise the tloor le\'el ol the hall 
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jind tliu^ aivo it a more coniinaiuling appearance. Xo traces of liuman habita- 
tion were found l)etween the upper ash stratum and the lower layer of blue 
clay. exee]it in the ash-funnels. and the.se yielded fragments of polished stone 
pillai'^. Iiiiek-l)at> and some minor anticpiities. ^ From the presence of these 
fragment> in the ash-funnels, and from the fact that piles of polished stone 
fragments were located at regular distances of l.i feet from each other on all 
sides, and again, that below each pile of stone fragments were invariably found 
ash-evlinders, Di. Sjxioner came to the conclusion that the stone pillars which 
sup]>orted the .Alaurvan hall had all, with a .single exception, sunk to a depth 
which (‘hectivelv precluded their ever being Iwought to light again. Boring 
down through the ash-funnels to a depth of 100 feet failed to disclose traces 
of anv jiillai's; and in support of his sinkage theory Dr. Spooner pointed out 
the extremelv .soft nature of the alluvium, as testified to by the boring processes ; 
42 feet in a dav could be probed here at the Kumr.lhar site as against 14 
feet only in the ordinarv soil of the Gaya and Patna Districts. 

According to Dr. ypooner. the .sinkage luul commenced long before the 
building was totallv destroyed by a conflagration which occurred in the 4th 
or .Ith centurv A.D. From the vertical cleavage of the stone fragments he 
concliuled that they must have been s])lit hv fire. 

Onlv one pillar was discovered of which more than half the original length 
remained : and this Dr. fSpoonei regarded as the exception to the rule of sink- 

age at Patna and as 
further evidence in sup- 
])ort of his hypothesis. 
The u]) 2 )er ash-stratum 
was considered to have 
been caused by the 
burning of the wooden 
floor and superstructure, 
the lower layer of blue 
clay by the decay of 
the wooden ])latform on 
which the stylobate was 
erected, 'the so-called 
(iu|)ta walls found near 
the surface and descend- 

ri(e • iU--lVeal,,nUra c.xou at ions : ^i,.» t.om N. slumin- position of tin- 

only jnllar. p 

behtw It were ].robably' built in about the Sth century A.D. : and it a].pears 

that the dhbris which nui.st have collccteil over the ash-stratum during the thou.sand 

vt'tii's thiit ehi])s('d bt'tween the burning of the ]iid;ice tind the election of the 
iippei' vails was cleared away by the builders of these walls wlam their founda- 


I 'I lu-stdiu- tia-nu-nt.sunicfoiiinl intln-asliUiinm-ls at \aiOn-; lU-ptli Init tlic\ all lay " cii i Ic-n i-i- f, 

in- tin- (Uitlnn- of tin- smkii i; i.-luuins." 'J'lu- Uiick-liats had fallon from the wall- attciwards construe Ud over tin- 
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tions were laid on the a.shes. Tire to])s ol tlie •'tone }iillar.-- ^\ere pi nW.i lily at 
that titne coneealetl a lew inches below tlie aslies : but a- the pilhii' jierli.iii^ 

at a rate of 1 loot or so in 10 y(‘ars. the walls beo.m to s.iy downwaid into 
the cavities left bv the sinking colnnins. and as tlii'> was coiwideii'd an unlin ky 
omen, the place was soon de.serted never to be re-inlialiited again. In theea^tein 
portion of the site, just about the (Jupta level. Di.Spoonei dmoxcied .i oiiioli 
pavenumt co.'misting' of [Milished stone bannieiits ; and i lose lo it were toimd a 

few fiagnients of a broken jiillar ba.se. As all the other liamneiits beloneed 
to the to]is ot the pillar^. Dr. Spooner interred that the Diipta Imildeis niust 

have dug out one of the sinking coluniiis. and tindiiiL: no i|se |oi it. they bmke 
it into nnmei'ous fragments for nse in the pavenieiit. 

The solitaiv jjillar lecovered in the exeavatloiis was toimd Iving in a re- 
eunibenf position. Its uppei- end was some 4 feet liiglier than the lowei, 

wliieli was sdiiu’ :1 leet 

above file wooden pliiith 
of the st\'lobate. and 
whieli theivfore. says Dr. 
Spooner, must lia\'e I'ested 
oil a pedestal sume 40 
iiiclu's liigli. Xo pedestal 
liowevei' eouhl be found. 
The ]iillai' is brolceii at 

its iijiper end Imt tie.' 
lowei' portion is entire for a 
length of 14 ft. H ins. It is 
smooth anr! polishcvl right 
down to the base. lea\'ing 
only OIK' ineli roiigli for 
Kic, TI.- IMt.'iliiiuli.i c.xcavatifiiis ; .Miuirvaii ]iillai iliscloscd. Insertion into tile soepet 

liole. d'he bottom of rlie <otiinrn bears some svinbols and masons marks, aniung 
whieli aie 4 rows of tri])le eiicles and the .svnibol f. Dr. Sjiooner jioints out 
that the differenee lietween this symbol and that used at lleliistun in Pmsia 
lies only in the ronndness ol the loop in the latter, and suggests that Ih'rsians 

or -Afedes mat' ]ioss!bly have been employed at Ixiimr.aliar'. Some -j leet abo\e 

the base of tlie pillar are 4 sipiare bos.scs in ri'lief projeeting sliglitlv fimm 

the s'lijitt, 'I'liey are not eijuidistant from (‘aeh other; but if tlu' jiedestal 

of K) ins. is included they would have been h'vel t\itli the njijier surface of the 
lachrJid stylobate and thus may jiossibly have marki'd the floor le\'el of tlie 
jiillaied hall. Altogether s rows of jiillars (or more preciseh’. ]iiles of stone 

fraL'iiients indicative of them) were toimd. .Six of tliesi' row.s had ten ])illais each, 
one bad only .scvi n. .ind the stli only live jiillais. In ]ihin, savs Di-. Spooner, 

the liall reseuibles the Il.all ol a Hundred Columns” at I’ei sejiolis ; and as 

the ash-funnel-; and stone fragments are spread ovi'r a large area, lu' conceived 
if pidb,i,ble fluu tlii.; contained origin.dly l.a row.s of jnllars witli ].") ]iillar.s 

in eaeli low, set at distances of I.";, feet from each other, eentie to centre. 
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fn tlip square bavs lormed by these columns Dr. Spooner discovered (at 
a depth of IS ft. below the surface) 158 subsidiary circles of dark silt, all of vary- 
ing diameters and located in the bay.s without any system or order. There 
were fi or 7 of them in each bay. They were not very deep, and one of 
them vielded a colossal stone head of archaic type. From this Dr. Spooner 
inferred that the subsidiarv circles were caused by the sinking of sculptures 
on round |)edestals which both decorated and su))ported the 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
storeys of tlie hall, the stone columns carrying the weight of the up])erinost 
roof only. As a parallel; Dr. Spooner points to the las relief of the curious 
structure winch Fergusscui calls 2illlr and ivliich is displaved t>n the pctrtals 
of the Throne-room at Persepolis and on the sculptured facade of the tomb 
of Darius at Xaksh-i-Kustam. In this relief numerous figures are shown sup- 
norting the upper storec's lai then ujiraised arms. J hat this was tlii* case 
here in Fatalijuitra is suggested m>t only by the sulisidiary circles and the 
colossal head from one of them, but alsr> from a seal recovered from the site 
which bears the resemblance of a three-storeyed hall. Dr. Spooner further sug- 
gests that this and other similar halls of Fataliputra and other places appear 
to be described as ‘ .voW/ds ‘ in the iMahribharata. where they are attributed 
to suneniatiiral agency in the jierson of the famous Asnra IMaya.i Of one 
particular saUid. the Dlah.abharata says that it was not upheld on columns 
but on countless radiant heavenly figures of une(]ualled splendour, “ while of 
anotlur we are told that ‘ S.tKXt of the Kdkshasas called Kidilaras do guard 
the hall and do u]»hold it.' The evidence is as deal as it is conclusive.” 
Kot a single sculpture was found uj) to a depth of 55 feet immediately below 
these subsidiarv circles, and Di'. .Spooner inferred from this that the sculptures 
had sunk not verticallv but with a .slight inclination to one side or the other. 

Both the ‘l-Id columns of the great hall and the innumerable sculptures 

which have likewise dis- 
apjieared, are believed 
to have .stood oiiginally 
on the to]) of the 
IdcJiclitt stylobate some 
S feet below the present 
surface of the ground. 

To the south of the 
area occupied by the 
pillared hall were 
brought to light. 15 feet 
below the surface, seven 
wooden ])1alforms. each 
iiu'asuriug 30 feet lonu. 
.) ft. 4 ins. broad and 
4 ft. 0 ins. thick b<;tween 
tlu'ir ba^es and tops. Tluw wei«' incredil)ly well preserved, and appeared just as 

^ Di. >)Mi()D(’f *• that tlii" naau’ is anotlin fonn of Ahmo Mazda. 
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sinuotli as tliev could liave been in Mauryau times. They were secured liy 
upright wooden posts along the edges and also down the centre .it intervals. 
These upright posts overtojrped the ^’l^itfonns, and although they had sull'ered 
severe decay, their lower portions, which descended to a further ilepth of 5 ft. 

7 ins. below the bases of the platforms, were in absolutely juistine condition 
where they were so embedded. 

At either end of each of the outer logs forming the lojig sides of the 
platforms was a rectangular cutting which penetrated only one-half the depth 

of the log. These cut- 
tings taken collectively 
formed veitieal lines of 
sijuare holes or grooves 
at both ends of each 
lilatfoi in. and could only 
have served for the 
support of something 
insiuted into tlumi. 
Five of the platforms 
were situated in line 
with the ('stablished 
rows of ])illars. but the 
remaining two were not 
in such alignment, while 
one of those two was 
<’lose beside another of tin* seven. From these and otlnu’ considerations Dr. 
Spooner concluded that tla* platforms must originally have stood free. 'Iheir 
tops were at about tlie s.une level a.s the floor of the pillared ball : but wliether 
tliev were idaurvan or earlier could not be decided. 

The west face ol one of the ]»latforins was found cut through vertically 
in a wide semicircle, and below this semicircle was a shallow, circular brick- 

lined pit. the luieks of which (11 ins. Iiy 10 ins. by '2 ins.) were supjiorted on a 
•collar of wood some 3 feet below its own edge. It was not the base of a later 
well : fo!' no remains of its ipijier jiortiim were met with in the njijier strata. 

As to tlie puipose of this widl and of tlu' grouj) of jilatfonns. it is not 

])Ossil)le to sav anvtliiiig definitely. Jfumoiir credited the jilatfoims with bein 
treasiii'c chests, and to make sure that they did not really conceal anythin 
of viihie. Dr. Spoomu' ojituied oin* ol tliem. No cax'ity of any kind a])peaiecl 

anvwhei'f* : the jilatform was found to be merely a solid aci unuilation of logs 
]int together so neatlv and accurately that the very lines of jointure were 
indistinguislmlih'. 1Tie logs were alterwards ic-laid in ]iosition with sei'iijuihuis 
care and tlu' ]ilatforni was rt'^tm-tal to its original condition, so far as this 
was |)()ssdile ; and the platforms wore then all coinjilctelv rt'-hmied. 

The irunnid to soutli-ea't <4’ tli(> pdlai'crl hall (Site 2 ) was not evamined. 

But m tlie motiTid to west of tlie hall (designated site No. .3 hv Itr. Spoomu) 
weir brought to light “two fairly superfii-ia.l lavers of biick remains, one of 
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Eiedia'val (late apparently, the other possibly of Kushana times ; while abund- 
ant iiidirations were also met to prove that the monuinent which occupied 
thi' >ite orieiaally was a Mauryan building, presumably contemporary with 
the pillared hall ; for among the finds recovered at this site were some large 
ami massive iMauryan bricks and numerous small fragments of polished stonej 
which must also be Mauryan. These exhibit regular flat surfaces and sharp 
riCTht-angled corners. Most of them are plain, but a few are carved, one show- 
im; a vine sca'oll with a bunch of grapes, and another bearing the single Brahmi 
letter md. 

In the eastern portion of the south edge of the terrace [i.e. site No. 4) 
were traced several stretches of what appeared to be the boundary wall. It 
was about 11 feet in thickness and had apparently been constructed on a 
foundation of wooden piles. The blue clay marking the decay of the wood 
went down to a great de])th. and was .successfully traced for long distances 
all round the site. Dr. Sjiooner considered it an established tact that there 
was a boundarv to the palace area in ancient times. 

In site No. 6 (to north of site No. 4) were discovered several walls of 
large-.^ize bricks standing to a considerable height in places, and going down 
to a de]itli of 10 feet below the surface. They were of a later date and 
showed traces of sinkage here and there. The discovery, however, of numerous 
stone fragments of Mauryan date, and of a inece of a Mauryan door-jamb 
with Ijeautifullv polished etfigies in high relief, left little doubt that these later 
walls stood on the site of some (Mauryan building. To west of the excavated 
area of site 0 was found a .single circular discoloration of columnar shape at 
about S feet below tlie surface. This discoloration, according to Dr. S])ooner, 
was the result of the sinking of an isolated column, which might have borne 
an inscription. The boring tube was driven down the centre of this circle 
to a depth of SO feet, and again to the .same de]ith a little to the ea.st ; but 
traces of the ]ullar could be found. It was therefore inferred that the 


1 ((osition in the course of .sinking. 


no 

pillar had not maintained its vertical pos 

Vs a result of the excavation at Kumiuhar Dr. Spooner was able 
to establish that the i.illared ball of Fatali])utra was in close agreement with 
the Hall of a Hundred (.'olumns at Per.sepolis. ujul that the mounds adjacent 
to it are in simila]’ agreement with the corresjxmding .structures of the Per.se- 
politan coupilex ; and again 
grouped, as at Fersejuibs. v 
coufl'niratiou. Some seludars 


that all these buildings were almo.st certainly 
itliin a delinite contined space of generally similar 
d() not acce|)t tlie sinkage theory of Dr, Spooner. 


Of the minor antiquities recovered during the excavation the following 

mav b(> mentioned: . 

/Vo/a Site /. 

(1) Fragment of .sandstone poli.Hied on both sides and with one face de- 


corated with vmy narnwv tlufings (.Mauryan). 

(2) Stone slab with a beautiful tri-rofm design resting cn the Whee 

the Law (Suiiga). 

(:{) barge Hoddhisattva image of IMathura school (Kushau). 


of 
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(4) Small fragments of polished and unpolished railing stones lecovered 
from the two tanks north and south of Kumraliar. 


(.5) Some terracotta figures of early date (.Ahiuryan r.r Suiiga). 

(6) Xumerous clav sealings of which one or two are old. hut the niajiuity 
helong to the Gupta period. 

(7) Inscribed .stone frasrment (4.1 ms. hy 
3 in.s. hv 2 ins.) possibly from the t 
slab. 'I’lie iuscri]itiou consists ot 3 letters 
in BrahniT characters reading ra r/o (i, 
the last being a numeral (iMauryan or 
Suiiga). 

(8) A matrix bearing a tiio ot very 
archaic .synd.iols. found 18 ieet below 
the surface. I’robably 3rd centur\' JhC. 

(9) Seal with the legend (lojtilhisd = 
■■ (Seal of) Gopala " (Siihga). The seal 
resembles in size and shajie the type 
which became ]H>])nlar at a later age 
and which bears such a curious I'csem- 



Fio. 74. — Seal Xo. 2. from Kumraliai. ([teinfi.) 


Idance to the' modern d('i»artmental seals 
of the Government of India. 


(10) 69 coins ranging from the time ot the early jmncli-marked and jiriniitive 
cast coins to Shah ’.\lam. but with a wide ga]i between the Guptas and the 
Muhammadans. 


One of them is a huge thin round cojiper coin in jiooi' condition, whicli 
is believed to be a imii|Ue form of the c(>inag(‘ ol Kosam in the 2nd centurv 

II. G. 'I'heie are 3 coins of the Dlitra 
Dynasty, the best specimen lieing one 
ol India -Mitra. and two onlv of the 
Gu])ta Dynasty, which ari' duplicates 
o! a rare copper coin of Ghandi-a Gupta 
II. \'ikramaditya (37.")-41 3 A. D.). 

Fi'diii Si/(‘ A o. -7. 

(.Mound to west of the pillaied hall.) 

(1) mimbi'r ol small fiagnnmts of 
gi(‘emsli-blue tih‘ work. (2) A coppei' 
wire once covered with gold leaf. (3) 
.\ co|)p('r leafol vine cmi'pei. (4) A 
coiling tendril in bright billon wire. 
(•)) .\ hoard oi .Ig Kushaii copper 
coin^. containing coins ol Kadpliisi'' 
II. Kanishka. and lIuN’ishka. (6) ( tval 
terracotta playue (.5 ins. long) bearing, 



Ec.. 7,". - tMoili|.iitt,i (AC avnticio ; Tiiracotni |.Ia(iuc 

(if the nUh-Caca temple (;;. (Item Xo. 0.) 


a](|)arently. a picture of the Dodli- 
(<aya lemple in the centre, with figure 
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of Buddha seated inside. Flanking the temple are two standing figures within 
a railing. Around the edge is an elaborate tracery of trees interspersed with 
httle bosses oi' 

From iSite 4. 

(1) Two gold coins of Kushan type; one of Vasudeva and one of a later king. 

(2) t'eveial small fragments of a stone slab bearing curious chisel marks, 
which probably served as decoration. Dr. Spooner ascribes the decoration to 
the (diei'os. 

(3) Teriacotta head from a plaque (Early). 

From Site 6. 

(1) F])per half of a teri'acotta plaque showing a female figure with 
elaborate head-dress. Floral ornament in the background is characteristic of 
i^uiiga and Alaui-ya ])eriods. 

(2) Terracotta head with ]ieculiar high fiat-topped head-diess ; (i ft. (f ins. 
below surface. 

(3) Hollow teiracotta mask. 

(4) Hoad of a small Buddha figure in terracotta. ]>robably from a plaque. 
(.3) Larue crude female doll with 4 legs. T’he modelling is extremely rough. 

(0) Oval )iiece (seal or token) of dark green 
glass with indistinct lettering of the oldest hum 
of BrrdimT in high relief. 

(7) Two discs of glass. One is oval, the other 
is roundish. Both show the same legend Aula- 
l/rahi in earlv BiTdimT. TTie letters are in relief. 

(8) Heavv globular token of baked clay with 
faint imjiress of a signet. Four letters of legend, 
too faint to make out. Device clearly a form 
of the Persian fire-altar motif, like those found 
on certain seals recovered from Basarh in 1912. 

(D) Four sealings showing the insignia of the 
monasteries at Sarmith. namelv, the tw'o recumbent 
deer Hanking the Wheel of the Law. Dne of them 

Kic:. 7 (i.— IMtaliputra ('xcavatioiis ; ' 7 -7 7 o - 77-77 

Miiall lUuidl.a luad. (lu-rni.) lias a legend reading hnlmcl-i'iliord-hli tkslni- 

meaning - (seal) ..f the community of monks in the great monastery 
of.....'’ But the best specimen has a clear legend reading Sri-miapi-hrihod- 
vUulraAInkshd-samjhomjo. The name of the monastery is lost in both cases. 
T'hc seals are assignable to the Hupta ]ieriod, and were found less than 3 teet 

below the surface. 

(10) Matrix of liaked clay bearing the legend FoiihlhanikAntimo- oi 

Buddharakshita " in BiTihini characters of the most primitive form. The letters 
are positive. 

(11) Seal bearing the Buddhist creed in the lower halt, and a conqdete 
.s/ 3 / 1 ,/ containing a figuie of Buddha and fiauked by two Bodhisattvas above. 

(12) Stone fragment tiearing the legend Vhrro. 
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(13j Torso ol a highly polished ligure in the lound showing the girdle 
of tile lotvei garment. Hand (of a lo.st tonijianioii) on the p]o]iei lelt side 

of the bach. (Thuiryan.) 

(14) Similar, but smaller, torso of a female figure in the round, ilighlv 

polished. Headed girdle. Thick lope-like cord depends from the shoulder. 

(15) Ann and hand of a figure, anatomically inconect. Three biacelets 

on the forearm. 

(IG) Thigh portion ol a larger figure in the round. Polish has di.^aj.peared. 
C»n the left hi]) is a (vlindiical jiouch. dividerl into 10 segments and sip.jioited 

by a cord .slung around the rvaist. 

(17) Pragnient of a diminutive klauryan image in relief sliowing ipipcr half 
of a standing male tigure. Chatnl in the right hand on shoulde)' ; stalk of 
lotus (now lost) in the left. Xo jiolish is traceable : but the material and 
workmanslii]) leave no doubt as to its date. Pound in the rampart near- site 
3, south-west of the mound. 

(18) iwir fragments of stc)ne jro.ssibly from a .sixteen-sided Ikrtsejiolitan 
ca])ital. 


(19) Xhimerous fragments of .stone umbrella di.scs. witli exccjitionallv high 

polish. Decorated rvith a .seiie.s of irarallel or radiatim> ribs 

(20) A most beautifully worked gold bead ; part of a bracelet. Jt is 
about one incli long, hollow and tnhular. and all along it are delicate rilihinos 
ere, steel vith that minute granulation ]»eeidiar to the earlv jreriod.'’ 

(2]) Flat gold (li.sc sliowing rndiatirig rnys of tlie .sun. eacJi ray bearing 

a line of the same delicate granulation which the bead (Xb). 20) disjilavs. Hole 
111 the ceritrv. J'ossilily a no.se-biitton. Hardly later tlian the .second century 
H.C. (found If It. 1(1 ins. l»elow sinl'ace). 

(22) blany of the numerous ].ots]iej-ds recovered at the site are decorated 
and SO],,,. ,,j them l,ear the ligures ol the sun or a .star and the Persian hie- 

altai' impressed u],(jn them. These .show I’ersian influence. The tract where 

tliey were lound is locally known as the iV,7wr. Dr. Sj.oorier arcum 

ii' b'amskrit is u.sed lor a ,s/P/,/ nn/n and in the Bliavi.Hiya 
Piirami which desciilics the corning ol the iMagi to this country in late Epic 

tunes, this .s],ccial term oi T/m/nl is a].]. lied to them by way ol nickname, 
the Iliudm having dubbed them ' Filfutiarlcs ’ 1, ecau.se of tln'dr curious rule 
of eating in silmice-^a ].eeulia7lty which Fi, ])„rab TTitH tells me is still main- 
tained among the Pr.rsis of the moder'ri age. Vnhha,-, thcivfor-e, means 

Ihe klagian s p,,,,] , arid it is doubly signilieant that sue], a name a.s this 

should he preserved hy fl,,. illilnrate pco].l.. ol the neighbourhood, wherv all 
my otliei cvidciice.s have tliernselves so ],|ainly pointed to the Hagiaii character 
and tliat in this very j.laee rp.on tlie edge, as it were, of this 

Ihe .\bigiaii s P,,ol.- u-,. shonld liave lonnd this riia.ss of sacred potterv with 

f harmony kntweeii Manvl Pnkhar and the Persian 
nre-altai- iinoii its lianks would seem complete." 

Ihe antif|Uities ree.weivd horn the site are exhibited in flie Patna TIuseum 
Ur. ben,. l.,.ven.l fhno. ,.ne,.,v,..i o„ ol r|„. minor anti,|uiti,.s ,|,.MMl„.,i 
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{Jt) The excavated site of the palace is generally under water. A few of the timber 
platforms ami some small conical mounds with stone fragments may, however, be seen in the 
hot season. The large column is now placed on higher ground in the Kumrahar garden. 

0) l>ist. Gazet. Patna, IT-l'.h ’iOl-Oo ; A.S.R. (191-2-13), 53-86; A.S.R..E.C. (1912-13), 
55-61; (1913-11). 15-71; (1911-15). 1.5-60; Waddell's Pataliputra, 19-21; ilukerji’s Report, 
18-19. (/.) 1(129-1083. 1135-1159, 1232-11. 1377-82. 

Patna (Bankipore). 

No. 36. — («) The Golii or Granary. 

(h) On the Patna-Dinapur Road opposite the Girl's High School : (c) Government ; (rf) 
II(( ; (c) 1781-1786. 

(j) The most prominent and the most curious building in Bankipore is 
the Old Government Granary known as the Gola or Golghar. It is a large 

domical brick building 
standing on a plinth 2 ft. 
9 ins. high which forms 
a running platform 5 ft. 
4 ins. wide around the 
base of the dome. The 
building resembles an 
inverted beehive or the 
half of an egg in shape, 
and is 96 feet high in- 
cluding the base. It has 
four small doors, one in 
each quadrant, which 
now open outwards as a 
result of later altera- 
tions, though originally 

Flu. 77, — The ( (ol.I or Granary, Bankipore, Patna. they Were made to Opeil 

inwards. The walls are 12 ft. 4 ins. thick through the passages at the base- 
which are provided with iron gates at the outer ends. T\\ o spiral stairways 
of 139 stc 2 )s each lead to the top of the dome, where a small circular oiien- 
ing was left for ^louring in grain. But the building, though s^iecially erected 
after the great famine of 1770 for the provident storage of ceieals, was never 
so used, and is now utilised as a godown for Government tents and furniture. 
The space covered bv the huge dome is 109 feet in diameter (internally). 
The dome is remarkable for its reverberating echo, which answers to the 
slightest sound, a whisiier at one side being clearly rejieated at the op^wsite 
side. The Gazetteer mentions that Jang Bahadur of Ne))al ascended to the 
toj) of the dome on horseback by one .stairway and came down bv the 
other, i-'omc pcojdc do not believe the story but in fact such a feat is well 
within the 2 ^k)wers of a good hill jioiiy. The stair to the west has now 
been closed. 

R 
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Tlie circular S 2 iace at the toji commands an excellent view of the surround- 
ing country. Enclosed by a brick wall, it measures 10 ft, 9 ins. across. 4 he hole 

in its centre (2 ft. 7 ins. in diameter) which was intended for jnJDiing in grain from 
the tojj has been closed with a stone slab. Distances in Banki 2 )ore are general- 
ly calculated from the Gola, which forms a prominent land-mark for a con- 
siderable distance and is esjiecially conspicuous along the river. 

{(j) (i) Flanking the nortliern entrance of the gateway are two in'crijitioiu. one in Kng- 

h.sh and the other in Persian. The English inscription reads as follow.s : — 

“In part of a general jilan ordered by the Governor General and Council. 2oth of 
January 1784. for the j^erpetual prevention of famine in these province.-:, this granary was 
erected by Captain John Garstin. Engineer. Completed on the 20th July 178C). Fir>t filled, 

and publicly closed by " The storehouse has never been filled ami so the blank 

in the inscription reniaims. 

(ii) The inscrijjtion in Persian is onh' a translation of the English record. The build- 
ing i.s called " Ganj " in thi.s inscription. 

;/() Good, (j) Heber's India. I. J15-J17 . .S.A.B., Patna. (Ifi-iC ; L.A.iM.B.. J.Pl-J.’hS ; 

Dist. Gazet., Patna 180-81. (4) 2888. 


Rajglr. 

No. 37. — («) Old Rfijgir. 

(h) In a broad valley enclosed on all sides by lofty hills ; (c) Xawwab Dilawar ’All Khan 
Zamindar of Bajgir. and others ; (</) II, c and III ; (c) The outer walls of the city were built in 
])re-historic times. The late.st building in the old town was the Jaina Math (178U) which 
was dismantled when the brick mound sujijiorting it was e.xcavated to disclose the 2)resent 
-Maniyar IMatli inonumeiit. 


(/) Containing, as it doe, s, .some of the olde.st structural remain.s in India, Riijgir 
can claim to be one of the mo.st intere.sting ])laces in the district, and indeed 
in the whole of the Province of Bihar. It wa.s originally the capital of Jara- 
sandha, a pro-histoiic King of Magadha who is mentioned in the .Alahribhfirata 
as taking a j^rominent part in the great War commemorated in that epic. 
The town Was then known as ‘ Girivraj or the mountain-girt citv, a name 
which also occurs in the Kamayana. AVe learn from the iMahribharata that 
two of the Prindava brothers, BliTm and Arjun, accompanied by Krishna, the 
divine hero, entered Girivraj in di.sguise and forced Jarasandha to meet Bhim 
in single combat. 4’he struggle, it is said, extendetl over a period of twenty 
eight days and mglii.s, .ind m the end the Asura king was overyiowered and 
slain. The Alhlm or wrestling-ground ” where the match was held i.s still 
shown and is locally known as the Pvan-bhiimi' of Jarasandha. After the 
defeat and death of Jarasanrlha we hear nothing of Girivraj for many 
centuries : until in historic times, the Sai.sunaga king, Bimbisara (ol9-49I B.C.), 
made his capital in the valh>y enclosed l.y the lofty hills which were, and 
are still, crowned by cyclojiean fortifications reiuited to be of .larasandha’s 


’ The soil of this tract is very uliite on tlic Miifaec and reddish in the jiits. Tradition sa\s 
IV, th milk hy .lar.lsandha every ,lay. The llmdris use the eaith for tiluk and believe that bei 
with this earth gieatly in, leases one's strength. 


it was washed 
mg the body 
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time. Bimbisaia was a contemporary of the Budrlha, who paid frequent visits 
to Baigir and the neighbourhood. “ Jt was here that Buddha studied under 
the Brahmans AJara and Uddaka, and here after the attainment of Buddha - 
hood, he used to spend his time in retreat, his favourite resorts being the 
\ enuvana or Bamboo Grove near the hot springs, and the hill called Gridhra- 
kuta or the Vulture’s Peak, now known as Chhathagiri. At Rajgir he often 
preached and taught, king Bimbisara being among his disciples ; here too a 
Jaina^ ascetic made a pit of fire and poisoned the rice which Buddha was 
asked to eat ; and it was here that Devadatta attempted to take his life, 

a crime for which he is punished in the Buddhist hell” 

After the death of Buddha ( cir. 483 B.C.), the first great Buddhist council 
was held here in the Sattapanni cave to fix the tenets of the Buddhist faith ; 
and Ajatasatru, Bimbisara's successor, built a new capital" to the north of 
the old city and erected a great stupa over Buddha's ashes. Shortly after 
this, on the foundation of Pataliputra by Udaya {cir. 434 B. C.) Rrijglr ceased 
to be the royal residence, but it continued to be an important place of pil- 
grimage. iMahendra, the brother of Asoka, lived an anchorite’s life in a hermit- 
age on the Vulture's Peak : and Asoka himself, we are told, died on one of 
its sacred hdls (231 B.C.). In the fifth century A. D. it was visited by the 
Chinese pilgrim Fa Hian, according to whose account the old city was desolate 
and without inhabitants, but in the new city — that of Aj.atasatru — there were 
two great monasteries, and the stopa built over the ashes of Buddha was 
still standing. This site, however, was also destined to be deserted : for in the 
seventh century Yuan Chwang, another Chinese pilgrim {cii\ 637 B.C.), found 
that though the inner walls were still standing, the outer walls were in ruins ; 
the sole inhabitants were Brahmans, and they numbered only 1,000. The 
place was still, however, a popular centre of pilgrimage, and numerous temples 
had been constructed round the sacred springs.” 

The ancient city of Bimbisara was known a.s Kusagfirapura, or the city, the home 
of Kiisa grass. This is now known as Old RrijgTr ; while the capital of Aja- 
ta.satru, of which the fort walls may be seen near the Inspection Bungalow 
is known as Xew Rajgir — names as old as the days of Fa Hian and Yuan 
Chwang. TTie modern name RiijgTi- is obviously derived from Rajagriha, a 
name which was probably given to the town by Ajatasatru when he built 
the new town to north of the Old Capital, or perhaps by the Saihinaga Kings 
when they made that ])lace their capital. 

The outer irulJs. — The oldest remains extant at Bajgir are the outer walls of the 
Old City extending over a length of some 25 to 30 miles along the crests of the 
hills, a distance which approximately agrees with the estimate of 150 li given 

'■ KajL'ii' is ono of tlio iiiont .sacri-d places of jnlgrimage, not only for flu- Jfuildhists but also for the Jamas and 
Hiudfis. The .lainas have several temples on each of the live hills of Rajgir. Hindus generally go there to bathe 
in the Hot .Springs at the foot of the Vad)hara and Vipula Hills. Every three years, in the intercalary month, 
a large bathing fair is held ivhicli continues for a full month ; and on certain particular festivals such as 
the Somavati Am.ivasya, thousands of Hindus gather from the neighbouring villages to take a dip in each of the 
sacred springs. The bathing fair seems to have originated in Media val times. 

- Other accounts a'cribe the new city to Bimbisara ; but see Legge’s Tnnth of Fa Hian, ]>. 81. 

R 2 
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by Yuan Chwaug. The plan, position and extent of the walls will best be 

appreciated by a reference to the Survey Maji acconpianying, but something 
must be said about the construction of these pre-historic memorials — the 
earliest structural remains that we know of in India. " The faces of the walls 
are built of massive undressed stones between three and five feet in length, 

carefully fitted and bonded together, while the core between them is composed 
of smaller blocks less carefully cut and laid with chips or fragments of stone 
packing the interstices between them. No mortar or cement is visible any- 

where in the stone work. 

“ The fortifications are standing to their greatest height on the east and 
Avest of the Bangaiiga Pass, where their elevation is between eleven and twelve 
feet. On the rest of Sona-giri, and on Vaibhara-giri, Yipula-giri, and Ratna- 
giri, the walls are much ruined and seldom rise higher than seven or eight 
feet. From the fact that, where the height of between eleven and twelve feet 

is reached, the Avails are immriably finished off AA’ith a course of small stones, 

and that there are no fallen blocks of stone lying near, A\-e may assume that 
this Avas the original height of the inassiA’e masonry described aboA'e. Above 

this substructure, there Avas no doubt a super.structure composed either of small- 
er stone Avork or of bricks baked or unbaked, or 2>ossibly of avoocI and stone 
or brick combined. 

■■ The thickness of the fortifications varies someAvhat on the different hills. 
The usual thickness is 17 ft. 6 ins. but the AA'all flanking the ea.st side of the Ban- 
gahga Pass is only 14 ft. at its beginning, increa.sing to 16 ft. 6 ins. higher up, AA-hile 
the stretch on the east slope of the ‘f'aibhara hill is some tAvo feet above the 
average in Avidth. 

“ A noticeable feature of the fortifications are bastions attached to the 

outside of the Avails, Avherever especial .strength Avas required. Sixteen such 
structures have been observed, of AAhich seven occur at the Bangangil Pass : 
namely, four on the Avest and three on the east side. They are solid rect- 
angular buildings constructed after the same fashion as the Avail and built 
on to it at irregular interAals. In plan, they measure from 47 ft. to 60 ft. long 

by ,34 ft. to 40 ft. broad, the long side ahvays coinciding AAbth the face of the Avail 

on to Avhich they abut. They rise to the .same height as the Avail and, like it, 
were, no doubt, proA'ided AVith supenstiuctures AVhich have uoaa' disappeared. 

The distances betAveen the bastions on the Avest of the Bangaiiga defile are 
80 ft.. 168 ft. and 186 ft. re.sjiectiA'cly ; tho.se on the east being 140 ft. and 

146 ft. 

“ Of the remaining .seAen ba.stions Avhich .still exist, four belong to the 
outer northern gate of the Old City, and are marked on the sketch ])lan (accom- 
])anying). The one just above the northern gate on Yipula-giri is much dilapi- 
dated. Avhile the other one on the same hill, further to the north, is even more 
ruined. Of the Iavo on I’aibhara-giri. the one immediately aboA’e the stone- 

house is Avell preseiwed. hut of the other. AA'hich is situated op])osite the north- 
ern entrance and .straight above the OodaA'arT .stream, only a I'caa' traces 
remain. The other three ba.stions are on the Vaibhara-giri : the first about 150 
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paces west of the last of the four shrines on the summit, the second about 

300 ])aces further on, and the last one nearly opposite the site of Sattapanni Hall. 

“ Another interesting feature about the outer fortifications of the Old 
City are stairs, or rather ramps, built in the thickness of the wall along its 
inner face, in order to give access to the top. Only nine such ramps have 

so far been observed, and they are all in the stretch of wall running along 
the northern side of Sona-giri up to a point a little beyond the Jaina shrine, 
which is built on its summit. These ramps measure approximately 5 ft. 6 ins. wide, 
and 1.5 ft. long. They occur at quite irregular intervals the distances between 
the nine noticed being 74 ft., 192 ft., 140 ft., 86 ft., 30 ft., 240 ft., 35 ft., and 
480 ft. respectively, starting from the northern end. 

■■ The defences described above were further supplemented, possibly at a 
later date, by separate watch-towers erected at various prominent points on 

the hills, i'iz., one just above the hot springs, and the other nearly midway 

between it and the group of shrines on the summit. The former of these 
has been rightly identified with the Pippala stone-house, described by the 
Chinese pilgrims.... Foiu other watch-towers of a similar kind may be seen on 
the Yipula-giri, and another on the easternmost peak of Ratna-giri.”^ 

Of the main gates in the outer city walls, traces of only one on the north 
are visible. There must have been some more, and one was probably at the 
Bangaiigii Pass, but all traces of them have vanished. Both on the north 
side of the city and on either side of the Bangaiiga Pass the fortifications 
have been .strengthened with much care. 

About the middle of the Bangaiiga stream, at the north foot of the 
tjdaya-giri hill, are two prominent tamarind trees. To their south-west are a few 
small ])Ools of greenish water : and between the trees is clearly visible the 
south face of an embankment running east to west tor a length of some 25 
feet, apparently but a small portion of the original, which extended much fur- 
ther in each direction. Opposite to this, on the south, may be seen the north 
face of a stone abutment built against the hill, which continues to west for 
about 100 feet and then bends toward.s the south along the foot of the hill. 
The masonry of these embankments is more carefully constructed than that of 
the outer city wall close by, and the suggestion offers itself that here perhaps 
was once built a bridge across the stream, the water of which was first divert- 
ed by the northern embankment to flow close against the hill. Once on the 
hill side, wayfarers could easily make their way across the rocks over to the 
plains on the south side of the lulls. 

The north gate of the outer city wall was some 250 feet north-east of the 
tenqilc of Jwfda Devi, on the east bank of the Oomti-Oodavari stream, right 
at the foot of tlie Vipula-giri. Tlie modern road from Bajgir now passes 
through the old gate, the ]wsition of which is marked by a small mound of 
debris on the west and a single caainse of large unhewn blocks on the east 
forming the west face of the eastern jamb. The passage through the ^ate 
was some 30 feet dee]), and the north and south faces of the east wall can 


* A..S.R. (lv»05-0ti}, SS-i)0. 
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be readi]}’ traced for some 80 feet. In continuation of this Avail and higher uji 
on the hill side, are tAvo large bastions of the old fortifications, the loAver one 
of Avhich is croAvned by a small modern temple knoAvn as the Ganesa mandir. 

Historically. hoAveA’er, 
the most important 
portion of the outer Avail 
is that section of it Avhich 
stretches right across the 
south-eastern A'alley from 
the summit of Udaya-giri 
to that of Chhata-giri, 
and links together the 
lines of fortifications 
along the southern and 
nm'thern hills. About 
the middle of the A'alley, 
(Avhere the inner city Avail 
bends out in a semicircle) 
it joins the inner Avail, 
and tlien bends a little^ and 
about a mile, again taking a 
From this point 
the Bindiisira 



■ ■■ 







Fic. TS. — North Ciiitc (from X.), Olil fort, U.'ijL'ir. 


of C'lihata-giri. 
is knoAvn as 


leaA’ing onlv a nari'OAv moat betAvecn them, 
continues its j)rogress toAvards the east for 
sharp turn to north until it reaches the foot 
up to the summit of Ghhata-giri this wall 
Koad." 

Yiuui (.'hwang tells us tluit AA'hen Bimbisara avus about to Ausit Buddha 
on Mt. Gridhrakfita. he niised a number of meji to accompany him : that “ they 
levelled the valleys and spanned the ])reci[)ices. and Avith the stones made a 
staircase about JO jiaces Avide and .5 or (i \i long." "This road of Bimbisara,” 
saA's 8ir .Tohn ^Marshall. " still affords the most conA'enient foot\A'av through 
the jungle and U]) the hill side in approaching Gridhrakfita (AA'hich is the same 
as C'lihata-giri). but there can he little doubt that in pre-historic times it formed 

a line of fortification, and aahs built for that jmrpose It is built 

of rough undressed stones, like all the pre-histoiic AA-alls of Kajagriha, and its 
Avidth is from 20 to 24 feet, Avhich agrees AAell enough AA'ith the 10 jiaces of 
Yuan CliAvang. On its outer side — that is. toAvards the Audley — there seems to 
huA'e been a Avail some ft or 4 feet thick. Only its foundations, hoAvoA'er. 
remain and. being leA’el Avith tlu' caiiseAA'aA'. it looks at fii’st sight as if theA' 

^ In Mr. ^ni\fy Ma[> tho s^nii-cm-iilar bi-nd of the iniKM* city uall lias bc<‘n inarkctl as the Xckjtai 

(Xiikve) Knibankiiicjit. Hut it the bend of the outer wall, or rather that portion of it whieli i.s immediately to 
south of tlu’ jnru tion of the tu o \\ all.s and whit h has no4\ hiok<‘n away, that is called “ Xakve Hand " hv the local 
pcojtle. 'I'hat. lit)\ve\» r. \\t)uld l>e a luy^ name for a .^mall thin;r and the present writer is of opinion that the lon<; 
stretcli of the ''uiter wall fiom tlie foot of l’da\a-ydn to its junction with the inner city wall sfu'ved in ancitsit time.s 
the double pui})os<- of embankment and fortitieatK»ii. The wall di<l not ceitainly mark the limits of the outer citv ; 
but it evidently helped to fliveit the whole of the diainayn- fnnn the (Jiriak valh'V on the western side of tlie 
watei '•hed to the luu t h t Ii I ounh a moat on the outer side of the inner city wall. “ Floods have broken tlirouLdi tlie 
Xukve Band in modern times-. .-,0 that tlie main stream flows towards the south and has he^mn to cut awav tlie city 
wall.” •VpS. 
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had been laid there to widen it. W’hether this wall was contemporary or not 
with the causeway cannot be determined. 

“ To continue, however, Yuan Chwang's description. ‘ In the middle of 
the road,’ he states, ‘ there are two small stupas, one called Hia-Shing (Dis- 
mounting from the chariot), because the king when he got there went for- 
ward on foot. The other is called T'ui-fan (Sending back the crowd), because 
the king, separating the common folk, would not allow them to proceed with 
him There is a brick vihdra on the borders of a steep precipice at the west- 
ern end of the mountain . It is high and wide and beautifully constructed. 
The door opens to the east.’ 

“ The two stupas, which Yuan Chwang found planted right in the middle 
of the causeway, are still there, and one has to turn aside to pass them. The 
first (Hia-Shing) is 80 yards from the base ; it is composed of rough stone 
foundations with brick above, but all the superstructure has fallen to ruin. 
The second stupa is fiuther up the ascent, where the causeway bends round 
to the north. Its structure is similar to the first one. Both these stupas 
were examined, but only sixteen fragments of broken Buddhist statues of the 
type common all over Bihar and dating from the tenth to twelfth centuries 
A.D. were found. 

“ Just beyond this T'ui-fan stupa, the causeway crosses a rocky stream 

, and above this point it can only be traced here and there, 

on the north side of the long rocky ridge. The whole length of the cause- 
way from the Nakve embankment to the })eak of Gridhrakuta is hardly more than 
a mile and a half, so that, if the Nakve embankment represents the limit 
of the ‘ Palace City ’ towards the east, and if Yuan Chwang took his distance 
of 15 h from here, it follows that this measurement is exaggerated. It is 
by no means certain, however, that he did calculate the distance from this 

point 

“ The ‘ vilidra on the borders of the })recipice at the western end of the 
mountain ’ has, unfortunately, fallen to ruin, but there can be no ipiestiou 
about the identity of the structure referred to by Yuan Chwang. The bricks 
which lie about are exceptionally well mit. and some of tliem are elegantlv 
carved, thus bearing out Yuan Chwang's statement. Below the ]n‘eci])ice, to 
the south of the vi/idni, is a fair sized stri})a, no doubt the one mentioned 
by ^ nan Chwang. This stupa was also excavated, but vielded nothing. 

East of the vilidra. the hill toj) is broken up bv gigantic masses of 

rugged I'ocks, and almost every yard of the ground between them is occupied 
by the remains of some brick or stone structure, while there are many more 
ruins below the ridge both on its north and south sides. Among all these 
it IS not easy to identify with certainty the other .structures and natural land- 
marks noticed by the tJiinese pilgrims, though there is little doubt that some 

more will be identified when anyone has time to sjiare for the jmrpose. 
In particular, it would be worth while trying to find the stone on which Bud- 
dha walked up and dowm for exercise, the great rock said to have been flung 
at him by Devadatta, the hole in the rock through which Buddha stretched 
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his hand to 25at Ananda's head, and the rock in the stream, north-west ot 
the ridge, on which Buddha dried his garment and which was seen by both 
Yuan Chwang, and It-Sing.'"'^ 

The inner city wall had a circuit of nearly 4b miles and was roughly 
pentagonal in jilan (see Survey blaji). So far as it has been surveyed it does 
not apjiear to have been jirovided with any bastions, watch towers, ram^rs 
or stairs, and its position is at jiresent marked by long ridges of earth and 
stones covered with dense jungle which, in some places, is very difficult to 
penetrate. The west wall has almost entirely disappeared, having been des- 
troyed by the Koilwii and other tributaries of the Sarasvatl. Of the north 
wall, which was the shortest, only a length of about 80 feet is traceable, and 
it is now rejiresented by a raised ridge running east to west along the southern 
bank of the small stream coming from the eastern hill. The north gate of 
the inner city is marked by a gaj) some .50 feet wide between this ridge and 
the mound to its west, which is crowned with a small temple dedicated to 
Jwala DovI and containing a modern figure of blahishasuramardinl. The south 
wall is 2 )erhaps the best preserved, and in some jdaces attains to a height 
of 30 to 40 feet above the level of the valley inside. In this wall there are 
three well-marked ga 2 )S through which ancient roads can be traced. 

■■■ The j.il grims' road from the Son Bhandar to the Sona-giri hill now jiasses 
through one. Year the middle of the wall is another gap, which seems to 

have been the 2 )rinci 2 )al gate of the city on the south. From the Bangahga 

Pass on the south a I'oad can be distinctly traced which turns to west round 
a spur of the Sona-giri, jiart of which has been cut away to make room for 

it, and then after some distance again turns sharply through this gap to enter 

tlie old city. This road can then be traced through the city as far as the 

North Gate. It runs close to the eastern wall of the Maniyar Math compound, 
as is shown by the dotted line in the plan, and was almost certainly the ancient 

main road. Still further to the east is the gap through which the modern 

road from Bajgir now pas.ses. This ga^i also represents an ancient gate, and 
the (uiginal road through it coiTes 2 )onds very closely with the track still taken 
by the pilgrims who de.scend from Katna-giri and cross the south-east portion 
of the valley to rdaya-giri.”- 

On the (niter side of the semi-circular bend in the south-east corner of 
the inner city wall, there is a moat, 15 to 20 feet deep, which for the first 

300 yards or so of its length has been cut into the solid rock. About 400 

feet to north from the junction of the Nfikve Band with the city wall, there 

is a ga]) which possibly formed the ea.st gate of the inner ramparts. The 
moat in front of it is very narrow here, being only 4 feet wide at the base, 
the restricted width here appears to have been intentional, with a view to 

providing a bridge across the moat ; for in the rock on the east side of the 
moat are three deep circular hollows (2 feet in diameter at the bottom) in 
which were juobably einbedtled the locver mids of stout wooden [lillars to 

1 A.S.R. (1!)().V00). pi>. 9i-a. 

* .VS.R. (1913-14). p. 2(i7. 
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f Panch Pandava Eanga Bhumi 
d Sattapaiiii!. 

< Inscnjitioii on Road. 

/ Thakurthan 
a Indra J^ih Gui)a. 
h Bheliiadi/o H. S. 

, Makhdum kund. 
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sujiport the beams of the bridge. In ancient times this was probably the 
chief, and perhaps the only, means of communication with the Giriak valley 
on the east. The three hollows are not on the same level. Nor are there 
any traces of similar hollow foundations on the west side of the rocky moat 1 
but they are shown on both sides in the map 2 U’e 2 iared by the late Ilr. Jackson,^ 
who informed the writer ^^ersonally that he actually saw such a feature on the 

west side. About a hundred yards further north of this gate and bridge there 

is a curious projection on the inner face of the city wall. Its purjiose is not 
known, but perha^is excavation would elucidate the point. It seems highly pro- 
bable that the " Palace City spoken of by Yuan Chwang was situated in 

the semi-circular bend of the city walls, and it is quite 2 )ossible that this pro- 
jection marks the site of the strq)a of Sri Giqita. which was “ close to a deeji 
hollow or ditch If thi.'^ could be established it would lead to the identi- 
fication of several other ancient monuments spoken of by Yuan Chwang 
and jiarticularly facilitate the location of the garden of Jivaka which was 

“ to north-east of the strq)a of Sri Giqita. 

As for the ancient buildings enclosed within the walls of Old Eljglr, there 
are hardly any in existence. The modem roads and pathways through the 
valley over the foundations of numerous stone buildings, some of which 

were of very considerable size. A large conqround to north of the Maniyar 
Math with a tank in the middle occupies an area of about 10 acres and is 
locally known as the Khakhadu Bathan, and tradition says that it was used 

as a cow-pen in ancient days. Midway between the outer North Gate and 

the Sonbhand.lr Cave on the other side of stream are the foundations of a 
stone building 118 feet square including the walls, which are o ft. thick. 

Besides the.se, there are numerous other buildings, .some of which ajrpear to be 
designed on the juonastic or Havell j)lan — viz., a large court in the middle 
enclosed bv a series of rooms on all four sides. But the most interesting of 
all these ajipears to be the small but ma.ssive stone structure the founda- 
tion walls of which " are seen between the sthan of Pato-Pindi (who is wor- 
shipiied by Pajw.lrs and Gowfdls as a ])rotection against wild animals) and 
the south-east gate of tlie inner city, tlirougli which [lasses the modern road 
to Bangaiiga. Its walls are (il, feet thick and have circular bastions at the 
corners. “ It a|q)ears to be of great anti(|uity, and as it lies in the verv limit- 
ed i)Ortion of Old Kajagrha from which the Gridhrakuta hill is vi.sible. it 

mav be of interest in connexion with the tradition that when king Bimbisara 
was shut uj) in prison by his son Aj.ata.hitru he was able to see the Buddha 
on that liill. ' It is not unlikely that this ju'i'^on was situated within the 
precincts of the “Palace City''. 

About a dozen s((uare wells of ancient date have also been observed. 
They are cut in the rock, and are generally dry and hidden in the jutnile. 
A short distance beyond the south wall of the inner city on the road to Ban- 


1 I’uIiIuIkmI in A.s.l:.. 1!U:M4, 

* Xi). I.'i (»u -Mr. Jackbon’s Map. (A..S.1!.. UH3-14.) 
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gaiiga is a circular well of brick masonry which still contains water. Some 
12 feet below the mouth of this well are two defaced inscriptions on bricks 

built in the masonry. One of the inscriptions is said to contain the date, 

Samvat 1007. 

(For 3Ianiyar Math and Sonbhanchtr Cave see Xos. 47 and 39.) 

(y) See Xos. 38, 30^1, 47 of the list. [Ji] In ruins. (;) C.S.R.. I. 20-35: III. 110-8 ; Till, 
9011; A.S.E. (1005-06), 86-03; (1013-14). 265-71: I. A.. I. 108-00; XXXI. 68-70; A.G.I., 
466 ; A.S.E. . E.C. (1005-06). 14. (/.') 413 to 42o. 2425, 1884. 

No. 38. — (a) Shell inscription in the Bangahga defile. 

(Ij) Some 4 miles from the Dak Bungalow at Ea)irlr. and to east of tlie roail from that 
place to Xawada : (c) Xawwab Dilawar A IT bQiaii of Husainaharl and other.s : (9) IE- ; (e) 
Uncertain : probahly Mediseval. 

(/) The inscriptions are cut in a portion of the old rocky highway lead- 
ing from Rajglr to the Bangahga defile and are written in what are generally 

known as " Shell charac- 
ters. They have been worn 
away to a great extent by 
the traffic of wayfarers and 
animals, but enough still 
remains to iiiake (jut their 
form. T'he view has been 
exjjressed that these inscrip- 
tions contain only the names 
of some of the masons, etc., 
emjdoyed in the construction 
of the road ; but it is 
possible that in the dis- 
appearance of this record 
information of great value 
for the history of Bajagrha 
may have been lost. In order to ])rotect tliem from further damage a rubble 
barrier wall has recently Ixam erc<'t<'d to encIo.se them on the north, west and 
south sides. 

'File carriage or cart-ruts running from the north-west to the south-east 
corner of the enclosure are interesting. They measure 5 feet from centre to 
centre. Ih'aces of similar cart-ruts are seen in many places on the ancient 
road. 

(y) The inscrijitions have not yet been (le(•i|)hered. (li) Fairly good, (y) C.S.E., AlII, 
86; (k) 2421-23. 

No. 39. — (a) Sonbhand'ir Cave. 

l/j) In the eolith face (jf the Wiililiara hill aixmt a mile from the Hot Springs ; (c) 
Xawwab Ddawar 'All Khan of Hu-.iiiirdAd and others are the owners ot the hills, and the 
local Pandas receive the offerings : (4) He; (c) 3>id or 1th century .A.D. 
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(/) The “ Sonbhandar or ‘ treasury of gold ’ cave is excavated in the 
southern scarp of the Yaibhara hill, about a mile from the Pippala Stone 

House (Xo. 42). It 
measures 34 ft. by 17 ft. 
and contains a doorway 
and a window 6 ft. 6 ins. 
by 3 ft. 4 ins. and 3 ft. 
by 2 ft. 6 ins. respect- 
ively. The door has slop- 
ing jambs, the width at 
the top being about 6 ins. 
less than the width at 
the base given above. 
The walls are straight 

Eia SO._ExteriorofSonbl>an,la. Cave,RajgTr. ^ 

6 ins. The roof is of 

arched shape vith a lise of 4 ft. 10 ins., making the total height of the chamber 
11 ft. 4 ins. Iheie aie no pedestals or other indications of statues inside the 

cave. A number of short 
epigraphs can be traced 
on the inner walls, the 
door jambs, and on the 
front wall ; but they are 
mostly obliterated, with 
the exception of one 
to the right of the door 
which is reproduced 
below. This last is of 
great importance in its 
bearing on the identity 

and purpose of the cave. 

Sl.-fnU.rior of Sonblmndar Cave, Rajgn'. (Icmu-al Cuuniugham 

iclentitied the S()nl)han(lar t'ave with the famous Sattapanni Hall, in which, 
under the ])resideu( v of Mahakasvapa. the first Buddhist Council was held 
to collect and preserve' the tenets of tlie faith after the death of the Buddha. 
i\Ir. Beglar di^agre'od with the theoiw of his chief, however, and identified this 
and the neiuhhouriiig cave with the eaves of the Buddha and .Vnamla. In the 
light of the information afforded by this inscription both the theories mav 
be dismissed : tor tlu' ]’e(a)rd asciil)es tlu' e.vcavation of the cave to one 
iMnni \airadeva. who enshrined in it flu* imagi's of Arhats. or Jaina 
Tirthaiikaras. as they would now Ix' called, d’he .laina epithet ‘ muni '. as 
against tlie Buddhist ‘ blnL'sJni i-' significant, and indicates that the cave was 
from the v('rv beginning, as indt'('d il is now. a daina sanctuary; and as such, 
it IS hardly to Ix' expected that the Cliinese Buddhist jiilgrims would refer 
to it at all. Again, the form I (imi is peculiar to the Jaina ])r<lkrif and would 

s2 
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be rejjresentecl in Sanskrit by Yajru. Close to the inscrijrtion is still faintly 
perceptible the outline of tlie lower half of a .small naked male figure, doubt- 
less one of the Jaina Tirthahkaras. 

To the east of the Sonbliandar. General Ciiiiningham saw another cave 22.1 ft. 
by 17 ft... of which the roof had given way. lilling the interior with masses of 
rock and earth. All that is at present traceable, however, is the north-east 
coiner of this cave and a few of the .steps in the rock between it and the 
Sonbliandclr. Both caves seemingly had an extension of some kind in fronts 
as is indicated by the exi.stence of some 13 scpiare socket holes cut in the 
rock above the level of the entrance door to receive the ends of the beams 
of a verandah. General Cunningham noticed in front of the caves a bare clear- 
ed s 2 )ace of some 90 feet in length by 30 feet wide, but it is now covered 
with debris and overgrown rvith jungle. In the Sonbliandar cave is now 
jilaced a .^cul])ture de 2 )icting a naked Jaina figure on each of its four faces. 
On tlie ])edestals of these figures are ele 2 )hants. horses, bulls, and monkevs 
in |)airs flanking a chaho. The rock is not .sufficiently homogeneous to be 
suitable for the excavation of caves and the roof contains several large longi- 
tudinal cracks whicli leak 2 >rofu.seIy during the rains. 

(g) I. By the right side of the doorway leading into the cave is a Sanskrit 
inscri 2 »tion of two lines in the nixtjnti metre, in characters of the third or fourth 
century A.D. ; it reads : — 

1. Xi jt't /opu.v<’/-//o//yr, iiihlie (/). 

2 . .Icliii I'liijd-rttl na III iiiinii- \ <tu'<((hr<ih, viniiil:t(i;j(=h'ii’aij(id-dli’(jli<( [l)-tcjd{h II). 

Ti'nii'ilo/ioii . 

•‘.Muni \’airadeva of ])owerful dignity, the jewel among the teachers (acharyas) 
caused to l)e made for tlie 2 »arj)o.se of lilieration and attainment of Nirvana two 
au.S2)icious caves worthy of ascetics, in uhich he 2 daced the images of Arhats 
(or Jaina Tirthruikaras). " 

II. Numerous shmt lecords, mostly containing names of 2 'ilgrims. One of 
those on the back or north wall is written in Shell " characters, and tradition 
savs that the treasure concealed behind this cave shall be discovered by the person 
who can decipher this record.' 

(//) (ioe.l. (y) ('.S.K.. Iff. f 10-11; VIII, '.io-!i2 ; I.A. (laOl). oS-.yi ; A..S.If. (190.7-00), 97- 
98. (/,) 111. 11:1. -J-Ml-'l-I-H). 2127. 

No. 40.— («) Stfqia of Ajatasatru. (?) 

(b) Behind tlie Suraj Kiind : (r) XuwwTil) Diluwar All Khun and otliers of Ifu-ainriliad ; 
(d) lie ; (c) Reign of AjataAitrii (circa 197 to -l.j9 B.t'.). 

' In the clii^cllfd face of the loi k foiniiiii.' the north «all of the Sonhhan<l,“ir cave are two perix ndicnlar and two 
horizontal oraeks. which togcthci ciu lo.-.,- a .>-i)acc of mhiic (> feet hy 41 ha t ic'.cnihling moic or Ic^s a tilockcd-up 
pasisat'c. Local tiaditiou S!a 3 !, that it i-i a nia.-s-ivc stone wcdo'c in-citcd h\- tlic ;incicnt iicojilc foi the .■-afetv of untold 
treasures concealed liehind the care. Tlie name of tlie care, it is as-eite<l, lends furthei siipjioit to this tradition, 
which still finds iiedence in oflieiwi.-e iin-oplij'.tieated minds. 

The name Sonbhaiidrir, it may he remaiked, is not gi\en in the insrriiitioii which recoids the e.xoavation of the 
cave hy Miinj \ aiiadcva. 
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(f) Cliwang describes tlie stiipa of Ajatasatru as Iving to the east 

of tbe Karaiida ^ eniivana. If tbis is correct, then its position is possibly 

marked by a plinth, built 
in the fashion of the Pip- 
pala Stone House, which 
stands near the foot of the 
Vipula hill behind the Sui'aj 
Kiind and some 270 yards 
to the east of the garden. 

The jrlinth stands about 
12 feet high. Its western 
side is intact and measures 
45 feet long, but the other 
sides are ruined. 

Fa Hian, it may be ob- 
served, locates the stupa 
of Ajatasatru to the west 
of New Eajglr, and it is obvious that some confusion existed as to its precise 
position. To the writer it would seem that Fa Hian was more probably 
right ; in which case this stone structure might possibly have had some 
connection with the walls of Old Ivajgir. 

(f/) None. (//) Fair. {/) A.>S.K. (I'.Mi.j-oO). p. W. (I,-) -i-'y.il. 

No. 41. — (a) Stupa of Asoka. 

(b) West of New Eajglr : (c) Nawwrd) Dilawar ’All Khan and otliers of Hu.sainabad ; 
{(I) lie ; (e) Fa Hian ascribes this stupa to Ajiltas.itru (circa lUl-.ji) B.(.'.) and Yuan Cliwang 
to Asoka (-71-37 B.C.). 

if) ’"'t’st (if the New City of Kajagriha is a large mound which is 
believed to mark the .site of the stfijia of Ajatasatru, acaairding to Fa Hian 
or that of the .stujia of Asoka, according to Yuan Cliwang. Cunningham calls 

it the stfijia of Asoka. To the writer it would .seem that Fa Hian was pro- 
bably correct in calling it the stujia of Ajata.satru. but the monument may 

have .subsecpiently been rejiaired by A.soka, who is said to have opened the 
stfpia of Ajatasatru and who.se name would thus be associated with it. 

T’he mound is 31 feet high towards the cast end, 20 feet at the west 
end. and only 15 feet in the middle. Excavation in 1905-00 revealed some 
layers of bricks " of the tyjiical .Maurvan type ’ at a depth of 12 feet in the 
western jiart ot the mound. Hut beneath these bricks were found some frag- 
ments (d' IMedia'val statues, which made it ])lain that the Maurvan bricks had 
been re-used in the construction of a later building. To north and south 

of the brickwork wiue discovered three concrete terraces, the u^iperuiost onlv 
three feet below the top of the mound, the next one about a foot lower down, 

and the third some seven feet below that again. In the saddle about the 

middle of the mound were found near the surface the remains of three 

Mediieval stupas and •• three shallow tanks with .sloping walls of brick covered 
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with plaster These tanks were possibly used for mixing mortar. The western 
part of the mound u'as opened to a depth of 10 feet only. In it were the 
remains of some brick walls, and in the earth round about and above them 
were found a number of miniature clay stupas,, about 2 ins. high and 1 in. 
in diameter at their bases. Inside each of these miniature stupas was a tiny 
clay tablet with the Buddhist creed Ye dhanria. etc. ' inscribed in characters 
of the 8th or 9th century A.D. “ It is a custom in India ”, writes Yuan 
Chwang, “ to make little stupas of powdered scent made into a paste ; their 
height is about 6 or 7 inches, and they place inside them some written 
extract from a sutea ; this they call a dlianaa sarlra ”. 

“ The presence of these miniature stupas suggests that a large stupa, the 
core of which was of earth and debris, was built over the remains of the 

brick walls mentioned above That such miniature stupas were frecjuent- 

ly built into larger ones we know from the discovery of them at other sites.” ^ 
Yuan Chwang mentions to have seen near the stupa a pillar surmounted bv 
an elephant. But no traces of the pillar now exist, nor is there any local 
tradition that a lofty pillar ever existed in the neighbourhood. FaHian, it 
may also be observed, makes no mention of a pillar near the stupa. 

((/) None on snrtace. (h) Euined. The walls and the brickwork exposed in idoO have 
all (li:^a]lpeared. Bricks are ^till excavated and taken away by the villagers. H) A.8.E. 
(r.iO.j-ui;,). ; (.‘.8.E.. III. pi. Xbl. (A-) luO. 


No. 42. — («) Pippala Stone House, locally known as Maclcin or “watch-tower”. 

(!/} .V iittl*' abow till- Hot Sjiring-;. at the ea-iteni end of the Aaibliura-giri ; (c) Xawwab 
Ddawar ’.Vli Khan .ind othois of Hii-,ainabad ; (d) Ifa ; {<■] Tradition aver.s it to bo tlio 
place (d nieclitation cjI tlie Buddha. 


(/) A little above the Hot ISjuing.s. on the eastern 
giri and to the right of the pathway leading uj) to 



Kio. 8)5. — Pippala Stone llnu^^e (Jaia'^andh ki Paithakj fioiii ta"!, II-tjcMr. 


•slope of the A'aibhilra- 
the Alahadeva tcmjde, 
on the top of that hill 
is a remarkable stone 
structure, known as the 
Jarasandh kl Baitliak, 
which has been identified 
with the Pip])ala iStcme 
House of the Chinc'se 
Pilgiiuis. Tlu' ]iassage in 
FaHian's account which 
deeds with this peirt of 
old IMjeigi-lm reads eis 
follows ; — 

“ .Striking the sout liciu 
hill (presuiinddv tlu' \'ai- 
bhara) and proceeding 
westward ilOO ])iices, 


‘ A.S.R.. p. 07. 
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there is a stone cell called Pippala Cave where Buddha was accustomed to sit 
in meditation after his midday meal.’’ 

Yuan Chwang is more definite and says To the west of the hot springs 
is the Pippala Stone House The identification is therefore undoubtedly correct. 

The structure takes the form of a large rectangular platform 22 to 28 
feet high, and measuring 85 feet north to south by 81 feet east to west. It 
is built of large unhewn blocks of stone carefully set in position without any 
mortar and contains several small irregularly-shaped cells on all sides. There 
are six of these cells on the north side (one is broken), two on the east, one 
on the south and one on the west. They are all about 6 to 7 feet long, 3 
to 4 feet wide and some four feet high. Their roofs and inner ends are curv- 
ed ; and the cell on the southern side has a sky-light in the roof which is 
partly covered over with stones. 

Both the Samyutta Xikaya ' and the commentary on Dhamniapada " 
describe the Pippala Cave as the residence of iMahakasyapa, afterwards the 
president of the First Buddhist Council ; and it is said that on one occasion 
when he " was lying in Pippala Guha in great mental and bodily suffering, 
the Lord, after rising from solitary meditation in the afternoon, repaired to 
the place where 3Iahakasya])a was ”. In this connection it is of interest to 
note that behind the present stone structure there was a large natural cave 
of which the roof had fallen in when seen by the author of the L.A.3I.B. 
in 1895. From its association with Buddha and Kasyapa, the Pippala Stone 
House would appear to be the earliest structural building in India of which 
the date is approximately km»wn. And it is more than ju'obable that, as Sir 
John 31arshall states, this structure may have been an ordinary watch-tower 
and that the small chambers near its base were originally constructed as 
shelters for the guards ; and that in aftertimes, when no longer retpiired for 
defensive purposes, it afforded convenient cells for ascetics to meditate in. Its 
walls, like those of the rectangular bastions built on to the outer City walls 
of Old EajgTr, have a slight batter. 

On the top of the structure, in the centre, are four 3Iuhammadan graves 
on a brick platfoini (27 feet square) with traces of several others around it. 

(;/) XolU'. (//) Tlie iiortli-cast corner had fallen down carrvini; a Miiall cell with it, 
but it lias now been Iniilt uj) again. 

(/) A.8.1t. (luu.j-u(l) su-uo. u;5. UU and jJ. XXXII ; C.S.K.. III. ] 11-12 and pi. XLI. 
(/,■) 2118. 


No. 43. — (a) 31ahadcva Mandir. 

{/)) On fill' \’aihliara-giri to the south of Dlianjiat Brihu's modern .laina temjile ; (c) 
Xawwali Dilawar 'All tOian and other-' of Husaimlhad. (</) HI; (c) T,.ate .Media-val. 

(/) The tenqile consists of a small sanctum, II ft. 5 ins. square internallv, and 
a brick enclosure in front. ’I’lie san<-timi appears to be the only iiortion of 


' .SaiiiMitfa Nik.iya. Vol. 111. j). o4 (I’ali Text Society). 

- ('oiiiiiientary on 1 Ihammap.'iiln. Vol. T. jit. If. p. 427 (Pali Text .Society) 
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the original .structure now left. It lia.s a flat roof of .stone Hags supported 
on stone beams and brackets resting on four lofty pillars of granite, which 
are square at the base, octagonal in the middle and square again near the 
top. Twelve similar pillars — four on each side — are built into the brick walls 
of the sanctum, which enshrines a small Uiiga fixed in the usual go/n in the 
centre, and a headless figure of Siva s bull to its east. The cloor lintel is 
relieved with simple mouldings, and the lower portions of the door-jambs are 
carved with two female figures, one of which probably represents the goddes.s 
Gahga. The Sil'liam of the temple has long disappeared. 

The brick enclosure to east of the shrine is a modern restoration erected 
for the preservation of the granite pillars which supported the roof of the 
hall and ])orch in front of the temple. These 2 )illars are roughly dressed and 
are S(piare up to a height of 3 ft. 3 ins., octagonal above, and square again 
near the top. They are about 12 feet high and decrease in thickness a.s they 
rise, being 1 ft. 2 ins. square at the ba.se and 10 ins. .scpiare at the top. They 
are arranged in six rows of five each and some of them are kept in position by 
modern brick walls. The enclosure in front of the temple is about 28 feet scjuare. 

The monument is not maintained by the Archa'ological Department. 

(v) None. (/') Fair. (;) fsil. (/•) 2J1U. 

No. 44. — (o) Sculpture .shed in an old brick enclosure, the ruins of a 
Jaina Temple. 

(hj Oti the \’aililiara-eii'i la-twcon the IMnliadiwa tciujlc and Itliaiqiat BfibuT .Taina 
Tenijilf : (r) (oo-fttimetit : (d) II(/; (r) (.ate Meilia’Val. 

(/) Lying between the illahadeva IMandir and Dhanpat Babfi’.s Jaina tem])le 
in an old and ruined biick enclosure, is a small .shed with the following sculp- 
tures of the I.ate i\Iedi;cval jieriod:- — 

1. (1) Buddha (lit. 4 ft.) seated in the attitude of meditation on a lotus 

throne supjiorted bv lions. 'Wheel on jiedestal. AVell-draped 
iemale (i\Iava 1) wearing ornaments reclines on a couch under the 
siiiil/nsfihd, e/iddil bearers below and fifOdUntivus above with 
gai’lands. cymbals and drums. 

2. Similar (() Buddha figure (lit. 3 ft.) on a Among the accessorv 

figures are s(>en cJiinin bearers below, DhyanT Buddhas in the 
middle and ga iKlImrais above. Wheel on the pedestal. Badly 
damaged. 

3. Similar figme (ht. 3 ft.) .seabal on a lotus throne, which is sujiported 

by laills instead of lions. JIair combed back and tied in a knot 
at th<‘ top and jiaitlv falling on shoulders, f'mious svmbol fin 
the breast. Wheel on the pedestal, whieh also bears an inscrip- 
tion reading ^Iclithgti r meaning 

the pious gift ol th(> teacher Wasanta Xandi ". 
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1. Figure (ht. 2 ft. 4 ins.) in two pieces, of a goddess seated in the easy 
posture {lalitasana) on a lotus throne supported by lions. She 
is well draped, wears ornaments and holds a child in her lap. 

Branches of mango tree with fruit hang over her head, and a 
dhyam Buddha attended by two standing figures in monastic 
robes is seated above. Traces of attendants with drums and 
cymbals above the dhyfnil Buddha. 

0 . Architectural stone with a small defaced figure of a haloed man. 

6. Pedestal with legs of a (?) Jaina figure seated in meditation on a 

lotus throne supported by bulls. On the pedestal two seated 
female figures — one four-armed and in meditation, and the other 
kneeling in the attitude of prayer. Inscription on pedestal reads ; — - 
Devadlmrmo-yani Thirokasya, “ meaning the pious gift of Thiroka ”. 
The characters ajipear to belong to the north-eastern alphabet of the 
11th Century A. D. 

In the wall of the brick enclosure round the shed are small rectangular 
niches five of which contain figures of Jaina Tirthaiikaras. Two of the figures 
with an elephant or lion on the pede.stal are canopied by seven-headed 

serpent hoods and probably represent Parasvanatha. Of the remaining three 
the largest is 4 feet high, and depict.s a wheel Hanked by conch-shells on 
the pede.stal. Some of the attendants carry bows and sj^ears. The two 
smaller figures are shown as in meditation, with elephants above the 
shoulders. 

{</) Two %-otive inscri])tioiis noticed above, (h) Pair. (/) hiiJ. (k) 2120. 

No. 45. — (a) The Sattapanni Hall. 

(6) Uncertain : (c) Nawwati Dilawar Itll Khan and other.'^ of Hn.^ainaliad ; (d) Hr ; (r) 
5th tVnturv B.C. 

(/) ■' The identification of the Satta])anni Hall, in which the first Buddhi.st 
council was reputed to have been held, and which atapiired such fame in the 
annals of Buddhism, has been the .subject of more writing than anything else 
connected with Bajagriha." 'The first in tlie field to attack the problem 
was Heneral Cunningham, who located the Hall at the Sonbliandilr cave 
(No. 39). But as all the old authorities agree that the Satta])anni Hall 
was situated on the northern face of the A'aibhara-giri, while the Sonbhandar 
cave is excavated in the .‘anithern face of that hill, General Cunningham's 
identification is obviously im])o.ssiblc. 'The next identification was hazarded 
by hlr. Beglar, who ^'I'oj'o.sed to locate it at a spot on tlie hill-side a little 
less than a mile .south-west of the Ifijijiala House (No. 42) where he found 
some natural fissures in the rock facing west. Unfortunatelv. no one since 
Bcglar's day has been able to tra<-e the rece.s.ses in the rock described bv 
him! In 1899 the question was taken up by Dr. (now Sir Aurel) Stein, 
who made a brief visit to H.ajglr in the cour.se of a tour through south Bihar 
and H aziirlbagh. The eaves vliieli ])r. Stein fixed upon as the traditional 


T 
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site of the Sattapanni Hall are .^ituateil iti tlie rocicv -ravp \'.iil>h:ira L'ivi 

just below the Jaina temple of Adiiiatli. wliich aho known ,i- \ fn Iha ria 

Dhafidaria . Originally there were >.eveu of tlie-r rave-, all lontaiiied m a 

semi-circular bend of the rock, but only tmir of rliem aie -lill well prr-er\-ed, 
and these include the two large rave- de-rribed bv Dr. St, ‘in, .\ p.oliw.iv 
which descends the rugged northern -carp of the ridue to a Irvr] oi ,,boiit. 

100 feet below the temple leads to a long .irritiri.d rrriai >■ in liotit ,,| i)i,‘ 

caves. Part of this pathway is paved with -tonr- and look- lik,' a iau-,‘wav 

6 feet wide. The caves are .spaced at a di-tancc ot about .".u t.',‘t trom rai h 
other. That to the east is .55 feet deep. 12 fort high and Di tr,.i broad- 

the other to west is 47 feet deep. 2-5 feet aiTo-< at it- widr-t and In or u 
feet high. 

The terrace in front i)f the caves is l2<i fret long. ;]t frrt wj,},. ,if the 

east and 12 feet at the west extremity. Thr wall markin- tic- oiun- .‘.l-c 



V. 


-tna f ,'d ( i( 1,1 1'n,, iij). 

hewn >1 I ijlr- -rf wir]). 

"iit any mortar 
* hil\- a -in. ill ,-cction 
"1 it. about 1.-) feet 
long and s leet high, 
imw remain- /a iU/f. 

of the Ihid- 
'Ihi't pilgiinm to 

Ihkjgir vi-it rlii'se 
cac'c-;. t\)ii<'h are 
loc.dly known as the 
''^atharnl obt-ioiislv a 
corruption ot an old 
name Sattapanni or 
‘‘^ataparni. 


Fig. S4._,Sattai,anniCavo.sCointln‘ Vail.h.tia-ciii, l!.-,j<.Ir o, 

, , • ’ ‘^ataparni. 1 he tc 

M.a, “ I '",.,11 : r 

od 'ii, ti" II 

m l ; !" ,„,,i c, 

.a r, r "■ 

«attaj)anni Hall." Onthe.se <uoim.l ■ . r i ' , 

Archteology in Jndia, has traversed ‘ \ l>im tor Deiu-ra! 

inlfirlT.i.s luidiT ll„. <if Sattaini.iii H"' Cliim- 

(a Vion- ahaied 

bhara IHil. “Walking ahum the u ' / 

the J>ii>pahi House towards "the west ^ ^nhlclra-giri he says " fro 

• ( no .-!gu. on the steep hill-sidc 
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of any accessible plateau on wbicli room could possibly be found for such a 
building ; but at a distance of a little over a mile — corresponding to the “ 5 
or 6 li of the Chinese travellers — the hill puts out a small spur, shown at 
d on Plate XXIX, ^ and at m on Plate XXXT. This spur was covered with 
jungle when I first visited it, but it was easy to see that the top had been 
artificially built uji and levelled, that broad ramps had been made on each 
side to give approach to it, and that there were remains of massive walls- 
around the edges of the plateau. Later on, I had the jungle cut down, and 
examined the floor of the plateau by sinking shallow trenches. This examina- 
tion disclosed the fact that there was a definite line of demarcation running 
across the plateau from east to west, the area to the north of it being paved 
with a layer of small pebbles approximately 2 ins. thick, laid on a bed of clay 
5 ins. thick. This area, in the front part of the plateau, we may take to have 
been an unroofed space in front of the building which lay back against the 
hill side. On the sides of the platform and along its front face are the remains 
of walling of great unhewn blocks, similar to that found in the Pippala Stone 
House and in the fortifications of the ancient city. But the heaps of huge 
tumbl ed-do wn stones concealing much of the site make it impossible to deter- 
mine what precisely was the size or shape of the old building ; and it would, 
of course, be mere waste of time to hazard surmises as to the arrangement 
or construction of the interior. This much, however, is obvious, that the ruins 
are those of a large and spacious structure, belonging to a pre-historic date, 
and that it needed no faith on the part of the Chinese travellers to believe 
that tills was the building where the first Council was held. Whether such 
a council ever was held, and whether it took place at this spot, are questions 
apart ; that this was the traditional site of it pointed out to the Chinese 
travellers need not for a moment be doubted. 

Xo small anticpiities came to light here except a spindle-whorl and a 
small toothed wheel of copper." 

On the top of the plateau may be traced the outer stone walls of a large 
building measuring about 2o0 feet long and 120 feet broad. It is open to 
surmise that the Sattajianni Hall might have been named after the eaves. 

((/) Xi)iie. (h) Butli tlie ])lateau and tlic entrances of the Adiniitli caves are covered 
witli jungle (j) Fergusson’s (‘ave Temples, lU. note 2; T..V. XXX (I'.lDl), oS-.')'! ; C.S.l', 
YIII. 110-11; A.S.K., (liMir>0(i). 07-100. (/■) 

No. 46. — (a) Karanda -\'enuvana and Karanda hrada, etc. 

(h) Between the Insjjeetion Bungalow and the hot springs, at tlie foot of the t'aihhan.- 
giri ; (e) Xawwi'ib Dilawar ’All Khan and others of Kusainahad ; (tj) III. (e) Bu Idha's time 
(rjC,;M8:5 B.t'.). 

(/) The Karani.la Bamboo Carden, which was given by Kin" Binibisara 
to Biiddli.i. is said to have been situated on the west of the road at a dis- 


‘ I ide A.S.ii., IWo'O ; rcprodiu cd herewith as Plate II, 
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tance of one li or 300 to the north of the outer north 


wate of the 








*■ ileasuring this distance through the defile/' says Sir John Marshall, “ we 
come to the open ground on the left of the road, where gardens still exist, 
well watered by the stream 

a consMerable area of the 
^ , gTound. The apjiroximate 

^ indicated on the sketch 
j ■» - . ■■ I, A i' ' -' ■ - ■ aiap, fig. I.i Towards 

■ ■ A northern limit is a 

% .'xi ‘ " large mound of clebris, 

a number of ruined 

1 'Tg. Sj. — S ite of Vfiiuvana (Bamboo Caiclen), P>rii>'ir. ^ j. i ’j. • ^ 

’’ ■’= structures, and it is not 

imiu'obable that the vihdi'a seen by Fa Hian and Yuan C'hwang lies buried beneath 

it. "1 he mound has a circuit of 770 ft., and rises to a height of some 27 ft. 

above the level of the 

„ *■ channel to the west of 

-r ' ’■ ' ^1^- occupied 


.. . . ^ ^ A ^ J 

lb'- Bloch around the 
:;.v ];ivge grave and on the 
— ^ / «-ag-| eastern sIojh* of the 

,.■„ sr lo f II .- I 1 *1 , mound. The former 

J M.. oi ''niall Atupa" <li''< oxckmI m tin- ancK-iit niouiul 

III Vciiinaiia. H.ijiiii. brought to light the 

foundations of a room and the basics of nine bri<-k stupas surrounded bv a 

coneiete floor, about (1 ft. below tlu' level of the grave. All the stupas 

weie opened, but were found to contain nothing but jars tilled with earth 

1 he trenches on the east slope ot the iuouikI revealed no strucTures, but some 


•ssTrc #•- ^ ■' 

•r _ 
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I’M.. .SI'.- - Ba.'fs of ^nial 1 >t II [la^ ilooixeicii in tlir aiicn-iit nioiiinl 
111 \'ciiin ana. 
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-clay tablets impressed with the Buddhist creed in characters of the tenth or 
-eleventh century were recovered and also the following antiquities :• — 

(1) Fragment of a sculpture representing the lower half of an image of 
a Bodhisattva. seated cross-legged on a lotus throne. On the pedestal appear 
"two female figures — one sitting cross-legged with clasped hands, the other kneel- 
ing — and the Buddhist formula. Ye dJiarma, etc., in the characters of the 10th 
-or 11th century A. D. 

(2) An imperfect stone pedestal, ins. high. Two of the faces, which now 
remain, are adorned with niches enclosing figures of Buddha in the dharnia- 
chakm mudm. 

(3) A similar fragment carved with bas-reliefs of a male human figure, 
a horse with a rider, and a wheel. 

(4) Another fragmentary pedestal bearing representations of an elephant, 
.a chakra, a horse, and a large bird(?) 

(5) A portion of a sculpture representing the heads of »5iva and his con- 
sort Gaurl. 

(6) A small cone of clay Avitli a spiral ornament.’"^ 

Karanda Tank. 

Yuan Chwang informs us that the Karanda tank lay 200 paces to the 
north of the Yenuvana-vihara. “ Now , north of the garden, in the position 
indicated, there is a deep tank of ancient date, but with only thick black 
mire at the bottom, at any rate in winter time. This tank there is every 
reason to identify with the Karanda-hrada ; indeed, there is no other tank 
which we could identify with it : and if we measure off some two hundred 
paces to the south of it, in order to obtain the northern boundary of the 
Bamboo Garden, we sliall find tliat the latter must have been some 250 yards 
long from nortli to south. 

The tank is situated about 200 yards south of the Ins])ection Bungalow, 
and measures 290 ft. north to soutli by 220 ft. east to west, within the high 
banks on three t)f its sides. 

((/) None, (h) Tlie old Bamlnx) Gardoji lias long disajipeared. The tank is in a good 
condition, (y) A.S.R. (llKi.j-UU). US-C. ; ( '..S.R. Ill, pi. XU. (f ) Xil. 

No. 47. — (o) iManiyilr i\Iatli. 

(/j) Aliont the centre of the (lid City of Rajgir : (e) Covernineid : (d) Il« ; (c) The stucco 
figures at the l)a^e. whiih have now for the most jiart (lisa]ijieared. were as.dgned hy tlu' 
late Dr. Bloeh to the ])eriod of Gnjita pn'dominanee. nt.. circa 35(1 to .500 A.D. 

(/) The name “ 3Ianiyar i\iath was originally apjilied to a small Jaina 
shrine built on the top of an artificial brick mound (19 ft. 8 ins. high) near the 
centre of the hill-enclosed jilain of Old Bajagriha. Believing that the mound 
probably rejiresented an old Buddhist .strijia and in the hope of securing the 
possible relics. Cleneral Cunningham in ]8()l-()2 sank a .shaft near the Math 

' A.s.it. (i!MC,-nc), pp. it:?..'.. 

- A.s.i!. (i9n.')-)i). j)p. 
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with a gradual inclination towards 
the core of the mound was a mere 





the centre. He discovered, however, that 
mass of rubbish, hlling a well 10 feet in 
diameter. A^ithout destroying the Math 
at the top, the (leneral went down to a 
depth of 21| feet in the well, and re- 
covered three small hgures 19 feet from 
the surface. (One of them reiiresented in 
its lower portion Maya lying on a couch, 
the a.scetic Buddha being portrayed above ; 
the second was a naked standing figure 
with a seven-headed serpent hood, pro- 
bably Piirasvanath ; and the third was 
too crude to be identified. 

General Cunningham's examination of 
the mound was, however, a somewhat 
casual one : and in the cold season of 
190.5-06, ])r. Bloch of the Archieological 
De]jartment commenced excavation of the 
mound by digging a trench from the 
east. He exposed a massive masonry 
structure — that which is now covered by 


Fic. 87. — .Maniyitr Matli, duiini; excavation, 
JfljL'il'. 


a conical roof of corrugated iron sheets — 
containing well-preserved stucco hgures 



i’u;. Ss. — Stucco Hlgjic of d‘-itv (,siva '') on 
tfu* base of tfic Maiiiyar Matfi, 



<S!I. Stucco ti^urc of a St'K/t on the Itast' ot 
the Maniyar Math, liajiiir. 
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around the base. The sculptures were about 2 feet high and included (1) a 
Lihga bearing a garland of flowers and standing on a circular base of the shape 
of a flower pot, (2) a crowned, four armed, figure with the upper hands cut 
ofi, standing on rocks. (3) a NagI and five Xagas canopied by serpent hoods ; 
{4) Ganesa seated on rocks with cobras twisted around his body, and (5) a 
nude six-armed Siva dancing, bearing a cobra and arrayed in a tiger 
skin. 

It is unfortunate that, despite the corrugated shelter erected to preserve 
them, these important figures (perhaps the earliest stucco figures in the province 
of Bihar) have all disappeared through disintegration, with the exception of a 
much-damaged image of Ganesa. Figure 88 supposed to depict Blnasura, whose 
name occurs in Hindu mythology in connection with the Krishna legends, was per- 
haps the most interesting. Krishna once fought with him, because he had refused 
the hand of his beautiful daughter Usha to a grandson of the divine hero, and 
it was in this fight that Banasura lost two of his hands. “ Now, says 
Dr. Bloch, “ considering the intimate connection that exists between the 
Krishna legend and Old Rajagriha, it is perhaps not too hazardous to suggest 
that the building unearthed, situated almost right in the centre of the 

old city, was some kind of Pantheon of Pajaffriha. and that tlie various 
figures of ncajas and nag'is represent certain serpent-deities, whom popular re- 
ligion worshipped at distinct places on the surrounding hills. The fact that 
some of the divinities have been represented as inhabiting hills, to which we 
have drawn special attention in the list above, fits well into this argument. 

Old ruined temples of Ganesa and Siva (Tlahadeva) still remain on A'aibliiira- 
giri, and it is merely owing to our imperfect knoAvledge of Hindu Tlythology 
that we have been constrained to describe the six .serpent-deities in the list 
merely as nagus or neigls, without calling them by their proper names. 

One among them veiy likely is the ndgu Manildra. whose name still 
survives in the modern word Manigdr niath, by which the locality now 
goes.” 

Sir John ^Marshall, the Director General of Arcluoology, disagrees with Dr. 
Bloch as to the character of this unique monument, and is inclined to re- 
gard it as a colossal Linga. As a parallel, he points to the colo.ssal Linga 

at Fatehgarh, near Baranifda, in Ka.shmlr, which is also decorated with figures 
carved in relief around it. 

” Later tradition lot)ked upon the building as a well in which was hidden 
the wealth of some mythical king. Manikdni had been ap])ointed the guardian 
of this treasure-house, and the Hindus accordingly worshipped him here, while 
the Jainas set uj) a shrine to Salibhadra, of whom they tell us that he buried 
his treasures inside a well. This tradition very likely is not far from the truth. 
We may well imagine that the old temple, whose date, on account of the stvle 
of the stucco-figures around its base, we ])ut within the flourishing time of 
the reign of the early Gupta kings, say between 3.50 aiul 500 A. D., was 
erected at a place whore jxqndar tradition told of treasure hidden by one of 
the mythical kings of Rajagriha. The great prevalence of ndgas among the 
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guardian fieures around tlie tensile points distinctly to this. For. as we need 

scarcely mention, in India as elsewhere, the serpent gods keep watch over 

wealth concealed below the earth.” 

This curious monument was composed of two concentric walls. Originally 
there was the inner walling only, with ^lerhaps a low platform around it : the 
outer wall being added at some subsequent date when the ground around the 
original structure had risen. The foundations of this outer wall rested upon 

the old which was slightly raised for the puiqiose. It was built 

with receding courses and was left rough on the interior. 

The inner structure, wdiich is all but intact and is now covered by a conical 
roof of corrugated-iron sheets, contains a hollow space in the middle 10 ft. 3 ins. 
in diameter enclosed by walls 5 ft. 6 ins. thick. The portion decorated irifh stucco 
fyares fortns the ohhj extant part of the ordiiiad haildi)i(j. The apper portion is 
evidenthj a later repair. This is indicated by the facts that the bricks used 
in its const] uction are large]' than those used in the lower portion and that 

the up])er ]nasonry re.sts directly on the heads of some of the stucco figures, 
breaking into the curve of the niche below. Further, the unhnished pilasters 
between the niches containing these figures also end abruptly just at the level 
of the figures. The ]'e]iiains of the.se pila.sters, moreover, vary in height, measur- 
ing between 3 ft. 3 ins. a]id 3 ft. 9 ins. and indications of the projecting string 
cornice which o]ie would expect to hud surmounting them are lacking. The 

heightened jilatform on which the outer concentric wall was subseque]itly built 
(in order to change the building into a large .stupa or linga) is, again, high 
enough to have covered the stucco hgures, and was evidently added at the 
sa]ue time as the outei' euveh)p(‘ of the monument. 

(//) An inscription dated Samvat 1837=(178I A.D.). engraved on the small 

image of a seated Xaga Avas fomid by Dr. Bloch in 190.5-0G on pulling down 
the modern ruined shrine which stood on the toj) of the ]nound, concealing the 
present sti'uctu]-e, and which was popularly known as the Maniyar .Math. It 

reads as follows ; 

Sannyit ]S37 Varsondse nalhaiadi o t<al-dinc srl-Osi'cllavam.<e vlrdiu-iiotre 
Kesoddsa lasjja ^lofiddlalri.s/ja hharijijd hlln satdhn (8ic) Rdjaguhe ndfjaifja sdli- 
hhad rajllatsija charana sthdpifa. 

Translation. 

‘■ ()nthe .tth day of the lu'ight half of the month of Magh m 8amvat 
1837. Avas set up the charanapddakd (footprint) of the naga 8alibhadra at 
Ivajagrdia (Rajagrilia) by BibT .Satrdio (^itabo () the AA'ife of 3Iotu Lfil, Acho 
was the son of Ke.saA'adasa ot the VTrani (fotra, a scion of the (JsaA'fda 
family ”. 

(/') .\> iilrcadv rciiairked. the stucco figures whicli oiici' decorated tlu' base ot the struc- 
ture liaA'c totally disapjic-ircd. except for a <laiiiage(l fiu'iire of (hnic.sa; hut the reiiuiiiulcr 
of the tuonunicut is in a f.dr structural condition. 

(j) A.s.p. (loo.wod), lo;5-.-, ; r.,'<.R., I. -JU : A.S.i!.. K.t'., (fhU.j.Uh), 11-15. (/n Nos, 3:tl 

to 10-1. ls:5 to hsii, 221G. 
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No. 48 — («) New Rajglr. 

(6) Xorth and north-east of the Inspection Bungalow, Eajgir ; (c) Xawwab Dilawar ’Air 
Khan of Husainabad and others, (f/) lie : (e) The new fort is believed to have been found- 
ed by Bimbisara and finished bj- Ajatasatru {circa 491-59 B.C.). 

(/) Outside the northern entrance of the hill-enclosed ralley of Girivraj, 
and about two-thirds of a mile therefrom, was situated New Rajglr, the city 

of Bimbisara and his son 
Ajatasatru. According to 
Dr. Buchanan Hamilton 
(who has been followed 
by Cunningham and others) 
the town resembled an 
irregular pentagon in 
shape, had a circuit of 
nearly 3 miles, and was 
protected by a massive 
wall of heavy stone 
masonry. These stone 
walls have almost totally 
disappeared and all there 

Fio. 90. — Xcw Fort : .South side wall near the Dak bungalow, Rajglr. jg now tO be seen of New 

RiljgTr are some ruined stone walls and earthen ramparts of a fortress to south 
of the lns[)ection Bungalow. The fort which probably formed the citadel of 
the New Town, resembles a trapezoid in shape and occupies an area of some 
70 to 80 acres. It i.s situated on high ground and is surrounded by huge 

earthen ramparts 15 to 30 feet high above the neighbouring fields, and 60 

tt) 110 feet wide at the base. The longest .side is the northern, Avhich measures 
2.250 feet ; the shortest the eastern, which is only 1,275 feet. Originally, no 
doubt, the earthen ramparts were .strengthened with massive stone walls. 
8uch stone walls can be easily traced along the whole east side, and in the 
eastern half of the north and south sides. They are constructed of nlassi^e 
unhewn blocks of stone set without any mortar, the core consisting of 
smaller blocks with river Hints, etc., in the interstices. The walls vary 

from 14 ft. 9 ins. to IS ft. 6 iim. in thickne.ss and stand to a height of 11 feet 

in certain jilaces. the greater part of the height being buried in the earthen 
ramparts. On the outsitle the walls were further strengthened by semi-circular 
bastions built at short irregular intervals. Including the corner ba.sfions. which 
are somewhat larger. 17 ba.stion.s can be counted: of these 8 are on the east, 
6 on the south, and ,4 on the north. 

The nortluun ramjiart is .strewn with brick-bats, from which it has been 
infernnl that the jiarajiets of the stone walls on that side were made of bricks. 
Uu the west side, where tiie earthen ranijiaits are the highest, there are no 
traces of any stone walls, but there is a large ga]) near the south-west conn r 
where thme are some remnants of a stone wall which conceivably formed part 
of a gatewav or, may be, of a drain. 'J'here are several ga])s in the fort walls 
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on the east, north and Ave.st. but it is not possible to say which of them, 
if any. served as gateway.s. In the south wall, however, to west of the large 
gap through which runs the modern road from Rajglr to the hot s]U’iugs, 
there are the remains of what mu.st certainly have been a gatewiy. The 

walls which once formed its jambs are still .standing to a height of 2 to 3 
feet. The passage is 11 ft. 3 ins. rvide, and on either side of it are two semi- 
circular bastions built in the usual way. Whether the gateway was approached 

by a flight of steps on the out.side, or not, can not be determined at present. 

In the excavations carried out by the Archaeological Department in 1906, 

Rew Erijglr yielded a medlev of remains of secular buildings consisting partly 
of bricks and partly of irregular thin flakes of stone. In one of the dwell- 
ing houses was found a granary made of earthen rings, and close to it an 

ancient well built of wedge-shaped bricks. Of the few small antiijuities re- 
covered among the ruins the following may be luentioned : — 

(]) Two clay tablets bearing illegible BriihmT legends in characters of 
the 1st or 2nd century B.C. 

(2) One square copper coin of the i)unch-marked “ ty2)e. 

(3) Six copper coins of the *' cast pattern, all bearing an elephant on 

the obverse and a ‘ tree surr<uinded by a railing ’ on the reverse* 

(4) Some Muhammadan coins. 

(o) A silver bangle. 

(6) Brass statuette of Bala-Kiishna, crawling. 

(7) Inscribed (luiita Seal. 

(8) and soiiu' fragments of Buddhist sculptures and broken terracottas. 

The thick stone ramparts around the city were followed in certain places 

down to a considerable dejith, when tlie stones became smaller and smaller 
ending at last in a layer of I'ubble. It was found that lime jilaster was used 
to cover the intervals between the stones. 

West of Xew Ba jgTr is the old cemetery or burning-ghat ”, and close to 
it a large mound marking the site of the stfipa of A.soka, both of M'hich are 
mentioned bv the Chinese pilgrims. 

('/) Xiiiie on .'Uitace. (//) All tlie reiii.iiti-. iine.irtiieil 'luring tlii' exeavations liave 
ili'a[)|)i‘ari'il now. owing to tin- i|i‘|)nMlation': ol the vili.cgcrs. Stones' aiul laicks an> ticing 

constantiv rcinovil trom tin' ranijiart^ ami troiii tlie ri-inaiii'i lairieil in the liigli areas 

enclo'ial within tlie^e walk. 

(/) Di't. (hiZ'T.. I’atna, 2IS-2gl ; A.S.lt. ( |‘.lU.■)-o^;). lul-u:!; ( li) I :!-] 1), ihi.S ; .Martin’s Kastern 
Imlia. I, smss ; A.S.H, K.U,. ( ino.yoc.). 11-1.4; ('.S.IU. I. it;';-!' 1 . (/■) lo7-|o. Iitl, IS1-S2, 
2416. 2117. 

SHAHABAD DISTRICT. 

Arrah. 

No. 49. [(() The .\rrah House. 

(6) About ton feet to the south of thi' .tiiilgi'k il“siih>ii(>e ; (c) Tii ■ lla|a of Diinirrcin : 

id) II a ; (e) I’robalilv tlie latter hall ol the l.sth or lirst half of the 19th centurv A.l). 
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if) Tlie Arrali House is a small two-storied structure 51 feet sc[uare in 
plan. The lower storey consists of two oblong rooms (27 ft. 9 ins. by 8 ft. 9 ins. 

each) in the middle 
enclosed by a verandah 
with five circular arches 
(6 ft. 6 ins. wide) on all 
sides. The west end of 
the southern verandah 
has been converted into 
two small rooms, and 
at its east end is a 
narrow stair leading up 
to an oblong room 
in the second storey. 
A broad stair in the 
northern verandah also 
leads up to the second 
Fig. 91.— The Arrah House, Arrah. storey, which COllsist.s of 

a spacious hall enclosed bv a wide verandah on throe sides and with an oblong 
room at the back or south. Part of the verandah to west of the big hall is 
occupied by a small bathroom ; and a similar bathroom exists at the west end 
of the oblong room. The latter bathroom also contains a steep and narrow 
wooden stair gi\'ing acce.ss to the verandah ioi>f. which is enclosed l)v a low 
paraiiet wall on all sides. From the verandah roof a wooden stair leads up 
to the root of the hall and adjoining oblong room, w'hich is some 4 feet 
higher than the verandah roof. The house was built 1)A' Hr. Vicars Bovle, a 
District Lngineer on the Fast Indian Itailway. as a billiaid I’oom. At the 

outbreak of the iSepoy Mutiny. i\lr. B(»\ie began to tortifv and provision the 
house m anticipation of an attack by the rel>els. He also demolished the 
front parapet of his house, now known as the Judge s Hesidence, to deju'ive 
the enemy ot the coAer which it afforded. His friends jeered at him while 

the work was in jirogress. luit had occasiiui to alter theii' attitude when, 
on the 2(!th of .July 18,57. news was iuought that three of the native 
regiments had mutinied at Dinapoi’e. 'I’he women and children had alreadv 
been sent to saiei’ ])laces. and the small l>imd oi 9 Fnropeans and t> Kuiasians 
with one IMuhammadan Deputy Collector and 5<> Sikhs sent be the Conuuis- 
sioiKM’ ol Patna, all went into the billiard room and bricked themselves up, 
b. V ake. the CiA'il .Alagistrate. assuming command of the Sikh Police. 

Next morning (27th July), about 8 a.m. the small garrison weri' standing 
at their ]iosts behind their inijirovi.sod ih'lences and when the mutineers, 
after releasing the' prisoners in the Jail and ])Iimdering the treasurw which 
contaiiu'd some 85,0(10 rupees, advanced to the attack, as to an assured 
AutoiA. th('\ were hurled back in astonishment and discomfituie by a wel!- 
diiected fire. From this moment they only ventured to discharge tlieir 
muskets tiom behind the cover of the walls and trees that surroiim’ed the 

V '.t 
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liouse ; and anvone who ventured into the open was sure to he stnu-k down 
bv a bullet from the garrison, who aimed securely from behind the sand-bags 

which they had thrown up on the roof. Baffled in fair tight, the assailants 

began to try a succession of stratagems for the destruction of their foe. 

Thev strove to corrupt the fidelity of the Sikhs by threats, by appeals 

to their religious feelingS; and by offers of a share in the plunder. But 

the Sikhs, confident in the resources of their commandant, wore jiroof even 
against this last argument. Then the rebels tried to suffocate the garrison 
by setting on fire a hea]! of chillis outside the walls : but a favourable 

wind arose and blew the stifling smoke away. The same wind carried off 
the disgusting stench arising from the rotting carcases of the horses belonging 
to the garrison, which the rebels had killed and jjurposely piled ipi round the 
house. Finally, Kuar Singh unearthed two guns, which he had kejit hidden 
ready for emergency and prepared to batter down the little fortress. If he 

had had a good sujiply of ammunition, he might have forced the garrison to 
attempt to cut their way out : but he had no round shot at first (though he 

afterwards procurefl some 4 lb. shot for one of tlie guns), and was obliged to 

use the brass castors belonging to the })ianos and sofas in Boyle’s house as 
projectiles.” 

■■ The small defending force was in a desperate plight. A relieving party 
of about 400 men. who were sent by water fnmi Dinapore. fell into an 
ambuscade when they had alnucst reached Arrah. This was on the 3()th of 
July : and as time passed away and no help arrived, provisions and water 
began to run shoit, Tlowever, a bold midnight sally resulted in the capture 

of 4 sheep : and water was ol)tained by digging a well inside the house. A 
mine of the enemy was met by countermining. On the 31st the rel)els offered 
the Sikhs and the women and (diildren (of which there were none with the 
defenders) their lives and lit)erty if they would give up the (Jovernment officers. 
On August the 1st the defenders were all offered their lives and leave to 
go to Calcutta if they would give uj) their arms. On the 2nd August the 

besieged ])arty observed an unusual e.xcitement in the neighbourhood. The 
fire of the enemy had slackened and luit few of them were visible. The sound 
of a distant cannonade was heard. Jlefore sunset the siege was at an end 
and on the following morning the gallant garrison welcomed their deliverers 
Jlajor A'incent Byre cvith 1.30 meti of the 3th Fusiliers, a few mounted 
volunteei's, and 3 guns with 34 artilhnvmen." 

■■ d'he l)lockade had laste<l 8 days, during which the little band of Furo- 

])eans and Sikhs had hehl out against 2.0U0 se])oys from Dinapore and a multi- 
tude of armed insurgents about four times as numerous. Thev were reduced 
to the last straits, and to (jUot<‘ \dncent Byre's account ; The I’elief of the 
garrison ])roved to have i)een most op])ortune. for their position had been so 
effectually mined that a tew hours' delay must have ensured tlnur destruction. 
The position which tluw had so miraculously defcndeil against the three muti- 
neer regiments, aided by Kuar Singh’s levies, was a small upjier-roomed house 
of substantial masonry belonging to .Mr. Boyle, by whose skill it had been 
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fortified and provisioned in anticipation of some such crisis. But the strongest 
position is of little avail where stout hearts and an efficient leader are wanting 
to defend it, and, in the present case, such hearts and such a leader were 
forthcoming. To Mr. Wake, as Civil Magistrate of Arrah, who possesses in 
a rare degree some of the highest qualities of a soldier, no less than to the 
unflinching fortitude with which his able efforts were supported by his brave 
associates, may be attributed the salvation of the garrison. During eight 
days and nights they were incessantly harassed, and so closely watched that 
not a loophole could be approached with safety. At one period their Avater 
failed, and they oAA’iied their supply to the prompt energy of the Sikhs, AA’ho 
in one night, contriA'ed AA’ith most inefficient tools to dig a well on the ground 
floor, tAA’enty feet deep, AA'hereby abundance of good AA'ater Avas obtained. During 
the last three or four days their position had been rendered doubly perilous 
bA’ the fire of some guns of small calibre, Avhich the enemy had mounted 
AATtliin fifty A’ards of the hou.se, the Avails of Avhich Avere perforated by their 
balls in all directions. The defence of Arrah may be considered one of the 
most remarkable feats in Indian History.'’ 

(g) Over the central dooiavay of the Billiards Hall in the upper .storey 
is fixed a large marble slab containing the folloAving English inscription in 
12 lines : — 

■■ This building was the .scene of the memorable defence of Arrah by a 
party consisting of nine Europeans, six Eurasians, three Indians and fifty 
Sikh Police, from July 2Tth lo August 2nd 18.57. against tliree regiments of 
the natiA-e army Avho had mutinied at Dimqrore. The names of the principal 
defenders were Me,ssrs. Littledale, Coombe. Wake. (’oK'in, Halls, Field, Anderson. 
Boyle. Dacosta, Oodfrey, Cock, Taite, Uelpieroux, Houle. De-Souza. Sayicl 
Azimud llin Hussain. Jamadar Hukum Singh. In order that the memory of 
this heroic action mav not l)e lost, this tablet is placed here by Lord Curzon, 
Viceiov and CoAcrnor-Cleneral (d India, in 1903. 

(ii) Liside the Billiard room oA'er the fireplace in the south Avail is another 
small tablet of marble ])earing the f(»llowiug inscri])tion of (I lines in English : - 

■■ This tablet has Itcen erected to commemorate the visit of His Imperial 
[Majesty the King-Enqreror Ceorge V to the Arrah Hou.se on the I71h December 
1911.“ 

(h) Good, ij) Hist. Gazet., 8hahabad, pp. Idl-.IO, 16.5-9 ; L. A. I\I. B. 342 — 3 ; C. M. & S. 
Hist, of India, 111, 645 (Sketch of the Arrah House), (k) 1699 to 1703. 

Buxar (Kathkauli). 

No. 50- (u) Tond)s of Shuja' filulT jffian and flhulam (ladir Khan. 

(h) On a brick platform OA’crhung by a large banyan free in the Aullage of Kathkauli, some 
4 miles cast of Buxar; (c) GoA'crnmcnt ; {<!) Ila; (c) 1177 A.H. — 1764 A.D. 

{[) The graves of ^aijffi Jliihammail 'Isa, .surnamed Shuja’ (hdl Khan, 
and Sayyid Ghulam l^hldir are situated on a common brick platform at the foot 
of a large banyan tree. Shuja’ Quli's graA'e is toAvards the Avest, the other 
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to the east : and each measures 4 ft. 3 ins. long and 3 ft. 4 ins. wide, the 

graves have been recently rejiaired in cement, and a solid brick enclosure, 

about 6 feet liigh. has been constructed around them. 

Both ^ulam Qadir and Shuja' Quli were killed in the battle of Buxar 

fought between the English and the ‘ Xawab Vizir of Oudh in 1764 A.D. 

Shuja' QulI &an commanded the centre of the Xawrib's army at the head 
of 6.000 Mughal troops, and ^ulam Qadir was in support of Baja Beni 

Bahadur (the X'aAvab's Deputy Silbadar of ( )udh and Allahabad), who commanded 
the left wing. The English army was being hard pressed, and Major Munro, 

realising the critical position, despatched a corps under Captain Xan to make 
a tlanking movement from the river-side, in order to attack the Xawfdj s left 
wing fi'om behind. The corjjs, quite unobserved, reached a ruined wall behind 
the Indian troops, and Ohulam (^adir and his kinsmen only leaint of the 
manceuvre when the English opened fire on them. Ghulani Qadir was amongst 
the first to be killed ; and the l)attle raged so furiously on this side that 

^uja’ (full's jealousy wa.^ aroused. 'I’liinking that the booming of cannons 

lU'oceeded from the Baja's army, and that the Baja would soon achieve 

the honoui' ot victory, he precipitately sallied forth from his ])osition, 

advanced across the front of iSunu’oo and Madac, who in consequence had to 

sus])ond their cannonade, and waded through the marsliy jhV. deep in mud. 

The English artillery pnmiptly ojjened fire on his army, and ^ujrd Quli and 

his men, bereft of the c( 0 'ei- of their own artillery, sacrificed their lives to no 
purpose. 

(//) (In the top of Shujrd (,>011 Khan's grave is a stone tablet beailng a 
Persian-Arabic inscription of 6 lines engraved in Xaskh chanictei’s. which reads 
as t(>ll(»ws ; - 


(r) /P (t) 'wfJU idf ^ (i) 


T I'K loii . 


I I Yy j 


lie alone i'- Kterual and all other tiling.'^ are mortal, d’his is the gra\'e 
of the fortunate nnirtyi ^aildi .Alidiatnmad 'J.s.a. who had the title ot Shujrd 
(,>ull Klian. () Cod. toigi\-e him and loigi\'e all lielii“veTs. h'eai' oia* thousand 
one hundred and se\'ent\'-se\'en, I 177. 

'I'lie ins(ii])tion on the othei- grave oceu]»ies a similai' ])osition aiid is woid 
tor w'oid the same as tlie a.l)o\'e. e.xec'pt for th<“ name of th(“ martyr (in the 
4th line) wlio i.s called " Savvid flhiil.am (,)adir " (and not (thulani llawler 
K1 laii as mentioned in the (tovermnent notiticati<m Xo. 79Sl'k dated the 6th 
.May. I!) 1.7). 

In the .\nnual Beport of the .\rcha>ologieal Sur vey, Kastei ii Circle, for 
f9I.‘i-14 (p. 3.S), .Mr. Blaldston ol)serv(‘s that 'Mhe tondis ai'e not the original 
striwt iii(‘s the miginab having l)(‘(>n rh'stroyerl or In-oloMi In- a gigantic baiu'an 
tree, which nimt ha,\-e tak'en root vein' shortlv aftm their erection. Xcw in- 
scriptions ha\-r“ been set tqr. tin* oilgitrals iiaving. J belit've. berm I’emoced 
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to the Indian Museum. ’’ In the L. A. M. B. (1895), the tombs are stated to 
“ contain inscriptions in Arabic with an epitaph in Persian verse.'' This Persian 
verse cannot be traced now. It has been ascertained from the Superintendent, 
Archmological Section, that the inscriptions are not in the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta. 

(/i) Good, {j) L. A. M. B., 346 ; A. S. R., E. C., (1913-14), 38. {h) 2438. 

Chainpur. 

No. 51. — (a) Tomb of Bal^tvar Mian. 

(6) About a mile to west of Chainpur, a small town some 7 miles west of Bhabiia : (c) Govern- 
ment ; (d) 1 c ; (e) from its style the building ajipears to have been erected about the time of 
Sher ^ah Suri. 

(/) The ilausoleum of Baj^tyar J^an is a dose counterpart of the tomb 
of Hasan Khan Siui at Sa.ssaram (Xo. 68). differing from it only in its larger 



I'll'.. 02. — llaklilvrir Kh.in's (oiiit, ( 'luainpur. 

dimensions and in the c.xistenct' of a cupola on its dome, which replaces tlio 
pinnacle on tin* tomb at fsass.'U'am. 

Bakhtvar's .Mausoleum stands in the middle of a large courtyard, ineasur- 
ine 288 feet east to west and 230 fetd north to south, contaiiu'd within a 

O 

para]>etted enclosure wall 5 ft. 4 ins. thick. In tht' north and south sidi's ot tlie 
cndosuri' are two I'lnrkls or small doorways ; and in tin' middle of tlie east 
wall is a grand aiched g;tteway, two .storeys high, crowned bv two slender 


142 


LIST OF AXCTEXT MOXUilEXTS PEOTECTEi) UNDER ACT VII OF 1904 


cupolas, one of ivhicli lia.s disapp»eared. The second storey of the gateway is 
approached bv two narrow staircase.^ and consists of a long clianiber with a 
flat roof of stone slabs resting on beams. In each of the four corners of the 
enclosure wall is a square chamber surmounted by a dome. The tomb itself 
stands on a low octagonal irlatform and is enclosed by a lofty verandah on 
all sides. The space in front of the tomb is some 50 feet wider than at 
the remaining three sides,, so that the tonil) does not occupy the central posi- 
tion in the quadrangle. Including the verandah, the tomb measures 109 feet 
in diameter. In each side of the verandah, which is 8 feet 4 inches wide, are 
three loftv arches supporting its roof, which is covered by 24 small domes, 
three on each side of the octagon. The buttresses of the arches are 5 ft. 2 ins. 
srpiare. except those at the angles, Avhich are larger. The domes ccivering the 
verandah each rest on 4 arches and their .soffits are ornamented with jiaintings in 
colour. A shallow c/i/uz/jh, recently restored, runs all round the verandah just below 
the parapets. The tomb proper forms a large octagon 82 feet in diameter and is sur" 
mounted by a grand hemispherical dome crowned by a small cupola on 4 pillars, in 
place of the more usual htlasu and tinial. .Surrounding the large dome are 

eight small domes, one at each corner of the octagon. These stand on S(piare 

pillais and their soffits are decoi’ated with floral and geometrical paintings in 
red and white colours. In seven of the eight sides of the tomb are arched 
doorways leading into the inferior, and above fhe doorways are small windows. 

From the entrances in the north-ea.st and south-east sides of the tomb two 
steep staircases lead to the roof of the verandah and further up to the small 
cupolas at the corners. Internally the tond» has a diameter of 5() feet. In 
the middle of each side, at the level of the verandah roof, is a large window. 

Oiiginally these windows were shaded by cli/tdjjas, but these have long fallen 

away. The walls of the tomb are about 13 feet thick. 'J’he octagonal plan 
of the inteiior is changed, by the simple pim-e.ss of corbelling, into fti- and 
32-sided figure.s above, and finally into a circle on which the dome is reared. 

besides bal^tyar lean's grave, which occupies nearly the central position, 
under the dotne and is distinguished by its hai’ger size and a coating of white- 
wash. there aie 39 othei' girives. ])robal)ly ol his relations and d(‘scendants. 

.Many of them have been I'cstored in moder-n times. 

'fhe conrtyai'd ol the mausoleum contains several trees and a number 

ot giaves scattei'cd here and there. 

Outside the tomb there is a roofless (un losure on the north containing 

the gra\'e of on(> I laud l^a n |^ahTd ; while further to west is the well-known 
tomb of I’Tr Asman (Thsmanf) i^ah. on the other side of a small ri\'ulet named Kohira, 
which flow's between tin* two maiisolea. Jstill further west, some 299 \-ards 
from b.ikht \-a r’s tondi, is a large detachi'd hill with remains of sonu' tombs 

on the top. 

In .Martins hdftlcni Inihd (IS3S) the tondi is designated as that of 

‘Ahtiyar Khan . In lluntei s Sla/ ^liconnl of /fc/a/r//, \ ol. XII (1877). the 
name is spelt as 'Iklitiyai' l\han '. and in Dr. Ifloch's Ib'poi't for 1902 as 
‘ Bakhtiya.r ivlian . This last name is tlu' one now iiu'ai'iably used bv the 
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local peoj^le, wlio also assert that BalAtyar's eldest son, Path ffiau, rnarried 
a daughter of Sher Shah. What part Balityar &an played in the history 
of the Siiri dynasty it has not been possible to ascertain ; but judging from 
his magnificent mausoleum and from the remains of a fort in the village of 
Chainjnir also ascribed to him, it would appear that he was a personage of 
high rank, and that Chainpur was probably his jdg'ir. One IlAtiyar Hjan Panni 
is, however, mentioned in Elliot's Histoyy of India (Vol. IV, p. 417) as in 
command of Rohtas, where it is said ‘ there was no regular fauj or army, 
but 10,000 matchlock-men were stationed under Ikhtiyar Khan Elliot has 
obtained the information from the Tdn]fh-i-Sher Sliulii of A'bbas 8arM'am, 
the earliest and the most detailed history of Sher Shah's reign, written at the 
command of Akbar. As for Fath ^an, the eldest son of Bakhtyfir or 
IMitivar, the Ain-i-AIharl mentions one Fath Khan Batm in command of the 
fort of Rohtas during the reigns of Sher ^ah and Salim Shah. Kow the 
orthography of Panni and Batni (= Patani) is so similar in Persian ( ) 

that they might easily be confused, particularly as the Persian historians are very 
casual in the matter of dots and diacritical marks. So if both these coinnuinders 
came from the same town or tribe- -it is quite possible that they nniy have 
been father and son. More than this, however, we may not surmise regarding 
the occupants of the great mausoleum at Chainpur. 

[t]) In the )ni/ir(Vj or prayer niche in the west wall of the tomb are the 
remains of a number of verses from the Qur‘an ; and the following Persian 
verse ajqiears at the bottom to left ; — 

h oil 

“ What can a man do. but submit to Time (i.e., the ever-changing world 
with its unalterable Laws of Kature) : what indeed can a ball do but to obey 
the polo-mallet. " 

(//) Good. (J) L. A. M. B. 372 ; Martin’s Eastern India, 4C0-1 ; S. A. B. Vol. Xll, jr ’ 
Dist. Gazet.. Shahaba.l, 135-0 ; A. S. K. (1902-03) 57 ; A. S. K., E. C. (1902), 21. (/■) 190, 191, 
1130, 1131, 2430, 2437. 

Mundesvari. 

No. 52. (a) iMundesvarl Temple - 

(5) On tlic siunmit of a hill, .some 000 feet hijih, close to Kanigarh, a village about 7 miles 
south-west of Bhabua ; (e) B.lbfi'- B.ini Xarain .Singh and Gopid Narain .Singh of Iirunaurh ; 

((/) II c : (e) From an inscription found during the clearance of the tein2)le iu 1903-04, it appears 
that the tem 2 )le was already in existence in the year 035-30 A.D. 

(/) The beautiful little temple oi 3Iundesvaii is built entirely of stone and 
forms an octagon in j'lnn, both inside and out, with a massive square pillar 
at each corner. d’he sides facing the cardinal points are piercecl with doors 
or windows, the remaining lour walls being relieved on the outsiele with 
three niches each, a large one in the centre and twr) .small ones at the sides. 
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Externally, the temjile measures 40 feet in diameter. The walls, as well as 
the jiillars at the corners flanking the entrances, are relieved with bohl 

mouldings which f(_)r the 
size of the building 
ap 2 iear rather tO(_> heavv. 
The bases and cajiitals 
of the jiilasters flank- 
ing the exterior niches 
are carved with vase 
and foliage designs, and 
the lintels above them 
are ornamented with 
floral carvings. Al)ove 
the niches are liediment- 
shajied shrine-roofs. 
The images whieli once 

adorned these niches 
Fio. 0:L-Mun,le-vari temple, Rtnwa.h. disappeared. 

Of the four entrances into the temjfle, tliat on the east is closed with 
a masonry jail. The door jaml.)S and lintels are all carved with exquisite 
floral designs, and at the Itottom ol tlie door jambs .stand figures of 

dva ra i>dl(ts (Ui the south, two figures of Siva on the west. (oiiiga and 

Tamuna (f) on the east, and Durga and another female figure on the 

north. Aliove tin' dru/upu/u-s on the jambs of flie southei-n entrance and 
also on the lintel aie carved a mind)er of liuman figur('s engaged in dancing 
or in ])laving on vaiious musical instruments. 

The principal enti’ance to tin* tenq)le liad a pillared 2 )oi-ch in front of which 
a tew ])illars were seen la si/a liv J)r. Jfloch in 1902. By 1913 however, when 
Mr. Blakiston visited the ])lace. these ])illars lia<l been dismantled and were 

no longer to l)e seen in position. 

Inside, the tenqtle is an octagon of 20 feet diameter, the walls being 10 

teet thick. In four ol the walls are doors m' window o])enings, and in tlie 
other lour very small nifdies. probably foi- lamps. The I'oof is a I'ocent I'es- 
toi'ation and consists of stone flags, the <-eutral ])oi-tion ivsting on beams and 
lofty ])illai's which ar<' s(piai<‘ at the base and top ami octagonal in the middle. 
The flooi- is paved with stom* slabs and in its centi-*' is a Ih'a/aiii (4 fetO high) 
with 4 human faces, generallv known as tin* Chaumukhi .Alahadeva. ftesich's 

this Inujani and some other sculptures to la' ('mimerat('<l furtlu'i' on. thei'(' are 

m the temple two cui'ious stone v(‘ss('ls each fornu'd of one piec(' (d stone 
holhjwed out in the middh' foi’ holding water, stores, oi' ofb'iings. One of 

them is rectangular in shape being 4 ft. .A ins. by 4 ft. 3 ins. bv I ft. 4 ins. dec']), 
and on one of it.s sides is cai'ved the ligui'e of a cobra — an atti'ibute of ,Siva. 
'the Oazetteei' mentions that this stone vessel served as a chest toi- iKaii-dimr 
the temple treas\ne. Btrt tbere is no rim ,it the to)) lot a lid and it is liku'lv 
tha,t the vessel contained the sacreil water of the washings <»f the gods, a little 
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of wliicli every Saivite worshipper generally sprinkles over his or her head. The 
other vessel is cylindrical in shape ; it is 3 ft, 2 ins, deep and 3 ft. 1 in. in 
diameter (internally). At the top of it is a rim about 2 ins. high for the lid, 
which is missing. Just below this rim is carved a snake all round the vessel, 
which may have been used either for keeping the temple treasure or perhaps 
for holding a c|uantity of the Ganges water. 

In the inscription given below under {(j) there is mention of a temple of 

Mandalesvara. This may have been the old name of the present temple of 
Mundesvari, locally pronounced as Mandesar, which word may conceivably be 
a corrupted form of Mandalesvara. In other places,'’ says Dr. Bloch, “ the 
word (Mandalesvara) generally signifies some sort of District Officer but here 
it evidently refers to a certain form of Isvara or Siva.” 

The Chaumukhi Uitga in the temple is believed by Dr. Bloch to be of 
a later date than the temple itself. Besides the sculptured Uitga there are 

preserved in the temple the following images : — 

(1) Relief (4 ft. 6 ins. by 2 ft. 0 ins.) depicting a six-armed goddess riding a 

luift’alo. Feet of goddess broken and 3 hands missing. In the surviving 
hands slie holds a sword (right) and a bow and a shield (left). 
Halo Ijehind head and a flying garland bearing gaiidliarva above 
to left. In Hunter's Accoitut of Bengcd she is called the 

goddess (h Manda (Raja of Chainpur) and wife of Mahishasura, 

the buffalo demon, antagonist of Durga. This is ratlier curious, and 
doubtful. 

(2) Figure of Siva with Durga seated on Ins left thigh. Bull on 

pedestal. 

(3 and 4) Two figures of seated Ganesa. 

(5) Stauding four-armed figure of Siva. Tiisillo in the only surviving 
hand. Bull on pedestal. 

(t>) I’igure of Surya wcaiing socks, witli lotus in upraised hands. 

(7) IMale figure. Hands and legs below tlie knees missing. 

(S) Female figuie seated on a raised throne in Euii)})ean fashion. 

(9) A standing male figure. Rosary in right hand. 

(10) Figure of 4-armed goddess, standing. Rosaiv in right hand ; vase 

in the left. 
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(15) Standing male figure in two pieces. Arms and legs below knees missing. 

Long curls falling down on shoulders. Face chipped off. 

(16) 3Iale figure seated in European fashion. 

(17) Karttikeya seated on his I'ciliana. the peacock, holding mace in left 

hand and indistinct object in the right. 

(18) Damaged four-armed godde.ss, standing. Symbols indistinct. 

(19) Three small figures of no special deity. L'nimportant. 

Round about the temple are placed a number of architectural stones 

bearing figures of various gods and goddesses, etc. Among them is a slab with 
a large lotus in the centre, which probably served as the central boss for the 
false roof of the sanctum. 

Midway along the road to the tem 2 ile is a large oval-shajied boulder about 
10 feet in diameter, the upjier face of which is smoothed and carved with 
a 6-armed (?) ijakslta figure in relief flying away to left, with a large elephant 
in two of his hands raised overhead. To left of the ynksha are traces of a 
small female figure seated on a stool, and below him a fox or jackal. Below 
the figure are a few letters of inscrijition in Dujita characters. The figure 

ajipears to be much older than the IMunde.svari Temple. 

{(j) All along the road to the temple are sliort records in Bupta characters. 

containing pilgrims’ names, etc. But the most important insciiption. which 
was unearthed near the temple in 1904, is now in the Indian -Aluseum. Calcutta. 
It is flated 22nd Karttik of the year 30 of the Harsha Eia ( = 63.5-36 A.D.) 
and records the building of a tem])le of Xarayana close to the temple of Vini- 
tesvara. and the daily allotment of tw(» jirostlias of rice and two p«/u.y of oil 
for sacrificial puiposes to the temple of Mandalesvara, and of a sum of .500 
(Iliiai'ds for its maintenance. The donor’s name is Uomibhatta, who is recorded 
to have held the i)ost ((f Dandanayeka under the King Fdavasena. 

{h) Good, (j) L. A. M. 11.. 370-2 ; ilartin’.s Ea.stcni India, I, 455-57 ; Dist. Gazet 

.Shahakad, 116-47 ; A. B. II., E. C. (1902), 20; and (1904), 9-10. {k) 192 to 196, 1128, 1129 

2439, 2440, 2111. 

Rohtasgarh. 

No. 53 . ---{(() The fort. 


{b) On the hill of Eohtas, about 24 inile.s south of Bassaram ; (c) Government ; (d) Ila ; 
(r) The existin'; structure ai)})car.s to date from tlie 10th century A.D. 
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prayed to the gods to grant hiTii a .son. He had earned a name for his love 
of truth and justice, but (according to the Sdsftas) h(‘ could not hoj)e to 
attain mnkh (Salvation) if he died without an heir. So Hari.schandra ju’aved and 
his 2 )ravers wen> heaid. Vanina, the god of waters, visited him and informed Jiim 
that a son would be born to him provided he jiromised to kill the bov as 
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a sacrificial oft’ering to the gods. Hariscliandra promised, and, as the gods 
had no reason to doubt his integrity, a son was born to him. This was 
Eohitusva. Soon after the birth of the child Vanina appeared before 
Hariscliandra and asked him to fulfil his promise. Harischaiidra, however, by 
plausible excuses, succeeded in evading the calamity until the boy came of 
age. The young prince, coming to know of his father's difficult position and 
realising the danger to his own life, fled to the hills and jungles, and tradi- 
tion says that he lived in exile for several years at Rohtas, or the hill of 

Eohitilsva. The whereabouts of the young prince remained unknown to 
Hariscliandra, and the gods never succeeded in tracing him, except Indra 
who is believed to have heljied the prince in his concealment. 

The earliest traditions attaching to Eohtasgarh point to its being the home 
and stronghold of autochthonous races. The tradition that Rohtas was once the 
seat of their race lingers among the Kharwars, Oraoiis and Cheros.^ The 
Kharwars claim descent from the Sun. The Cheros claim that they held the 

plateau till they sallied forth for the conquest of Palamaii ; while the Oriions 
assert that Eohtasgarh originally belonged to their chiefs, and was finally 
wrested from them by the Hindus, who surprised them at night during one 

of their great national festivals, when men had fallen senseless from intoxica- 
tion and only women were left to fight. 

The only records from Hindu times connected with Eohtasgarh are a few 
short rock-cut inscriptions at various places on the jflateau. The first is at 
Phulwari,- and says that Pratapadhavala, the Xdi/ahi or Chief of Jajnla, con- 
structed a road up the hill adjoining the Pratapa stream. Its date corresjionds 
to the 27th 31arch, IKiO A.D. Japila is evidently the modern Japla on the 
0 pi) 0 site side of the Son, in the modern district of Palilmau (and now a station 
on the Daltongunj branch of the East Indian I’ailway). although no remains 
of anv importance at present exist there. Two inscriptions of the same 

Pratfipadhavala are to lie found on the TaiachandT rock near Sassaram. and at 
Tutralu. o miles west of 'rilotlul. From another short inscription at Phulwari 
we learn that the Chief in i[uestiou belonged to the Khavaiavala-vaiusa, and 

Professor Kielhorn has pointed out that this name apj)ears to survive in that 
of the tribe of Kharwrirs, who still occupy the tableland on which Eohtasgarh 
is situated, and who claim a descent from the Sun.' To a descendant and 
successor of Pratapadhavala, called likewise Pratapa, belongs the second 
Eohtasgarh inscrijition, the ilate of whicli is eijuivalent to the oth Iflarch, 1123 
A.D. It is situated near the Lai Darwaza. and it records that a certain 

Hadhava made a well. Apart from these short iusciiptions we have no record of 
Hindu rule over Eohtasgarh: tor the long inscription of Hitrasena and 

Svamasilhi which existed originally near the Kathautiya gate, and is now in 

‘ I'lic CluMds of till' Vindhyaii claim descent from the Sinj or serpent. As Bnclianan Hamilton (piaiutlv 

puts it, they claim the honour of lieini: descemh-d from the ureat serpent who is kino of hell, that is to saw the 
de'il. which is considered a vciy ancient and honourable connection. 

-I'liis ]>lace is probably near Tilothn ; neither the I’hulnaiiri near the Uohtasan Temple, nor anv of the 
several Phnlwaris or flover-gardens in and about the I’al.ace contains thcho in.scriptiuns. 

= Epigraphia Indlrn, Vol. IV, p. .Ill, Xote U* ; .Martin’s EnMirn India, Vol. I, jy 40 .j ; .J. s. p_ gg- 
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the Indian dluseuin,. Calcutta, belongs to the time of Jahangir, as it is dated 
in the Vikrama year 1688.^ This last inscription gives a long list of the 
ancestors of Jlitrasena and Svamasahi, who belonged to the Tonulra clan of 
Gwalior ; but it is of minor importance to history. Certainly the statement 
tliat .Syamas'dii took Kohta.sgarh away from |^er &an cannot refer to !^er 
Shah : ])robablv some rebellious (diief. who had taken temporary possession 
of the stronghold, i.s thus designated. 

However, an inscription at Bandughat. which is one of the 84 passages 
up to the hill top. mentions the name of 12 governors or tributary chiefs who 
held pos.session of the fort between the death of Raja Jai Chanel of Qaiiauj, 
the last Hindu Emperor of India (who was finally defeated by Mu’izuddin 
Huhammad Ibn-i-iSfim, the (^uri. in 1194 A.H.) and the capture of Rohtasgarh by 
^er !^ah. Besides these records, tradition gives the name of three Brahmans, 
Raja Ben, Raja Gaur and Raja Chandrabhan as rulers of the place, and it is 
said that it was from Chaudrabhiin that ^er ^ah captured the fort.- 

With the exception of the Bolita.sau temple and the three water tanks 
near the t)uildiiigs. theiv are jjcrliaps no structures on the hill that 

can bo ascrdiefl to the times of the Hindu rulers. 

In lo38 A.l). the fort of Rohtasgarh passed from the hands of its Hindu 
Raja to ^er ^fili, who at that time was in revolt against Huraayun. The 
storv is that ^er ^ah. having determined to get pos.session of Rohtasgarh, 
contrived to secuie it by strategem. Tie requested the Raja of Rohtasgarh to 
allow his family and tieasures to remain there while lie was engaged in the 
conquest ol Bengal. The Raja having con.sented to this, STer ^fih sent 
several hundred f/o/'.v, in the first few of which wei-e a few old women and 
in the remainder Afghan soldiers and a (piantity of arms. On the arrival of 
the train at the outer gate, the leading dolls were examined and when they 
weie tound to contiun oidy wonam. the remainder were allowed to pass. 1die 
Afghans tiien s])rang out and attacked the guards, who wcue easily overpoweied_ 
Slier ^ali. who was in canq) close l)v, was adnutted and the Hindii Raja 
fled, leaving the Afghans mastei’s of the foi't. 

Throughout ^er Sliilh's time the fort was held by a sti'ong garrison of 
Ki.OOd niat( hlock-nien. Ij^tiyar khan I’annT and Fath Khan PatanI are men- 
tioned as having commanded the tort during the Suii ])eriod. 

On the death of Salim (or Islam) J^.ah Surl, one of his officers, Sulaimrai 
Kararanl. rebelled against the tyraniucal 'Adli (or ’Add) Slifdi. and established 
hinuelt in Bdiar and Bengal. Sulaiman seems to have allowed F’ath Khan to 
cuntimu' as commander of the fortiess ; but Juuaid Kararaiia, who succeeded 
Sulaiman, a|)poinIed Savvid .Aluhamimul in Fath fJan's ])Iace. Sayyid Alidiammad 
ludd the command till 984 A. II. when he suirendered it to l^ahhaz I^an 
Kamboli. an oflic ei' of Akbar. ddiat Hm|)eror sub.se(|uently appointed Aluliibb 
’All I^an gdveinoi- of Rohtas, who remained in chaige of Rohtasgarh for a 
long time, so long, indeed, that he was calhal Aluhibb ’All Itohtdsl at court. In 
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t]ie 31st year of Akl)ar s reign (994 A.H.). two ofiieers heing appointed to each 
jirovince. iMuliibb ’Ali was ordered to join Wazir lAaii, Governor of Bengal. 
Bihar was given to the Kachchwaha Rajputs as jacjlr early in 996 A.H. and 
Raja i\[an Singh selected Rohtasgarh as his headquarters. He had the forti- 
fications jnit in conqdete repair, deepened and repaired the reservoirs, and 
constructed a palace for his own residence. Pie remained in Bengal and Bihar 
till 1013 A.H., when Akbar fell ill and Plan Singh resigned his post in order 
to be present in the Capital. .Jahangir on succeeding to the throne overlooked 
the consjiiracy which the Raja had formed against him and sent Plan Singh 
to Bengal, but soon after (101.5 A.H.) he was recalled and ordered to quell 
some disturbances at Rohtas : after which he joined the Emperor. Shail^ 
<)utl)uddln was then made Governor of Bengal in place of Pliln Singh, and 
Qutb's son, ^ail^ Ibrrdilm Ki^war Khan, .served as QiPadfir of Rohtas for 
some time {Ahi ; I, 497). 

At the time of Shfili .Jahan'.s rebellion the fort was held by one Savvid 
Plubarak, who. on hearing of the defeat and death of Plirza Ibrahim l^an 
Phith .Jang, the Subadar of Bihar and Bengal, at Rajmahal. came out to meet 
the rebellious prince, handed over the keys of the fort to him, and, with some 
other officers of the prince, protected his family and treasures until pardon was 
granted to him by .Jahangir. One of the conditions of the pardon, indeed, 
was that the fort of Rohtas should be delivered to the Imperial Officei's. 

A I’ersian inscription on tlie entrance of the eltdrilhrdn tomb at the foot 
of the hill throws some light on the adinini.stration of the hill fortress during 
the time of Sbfdi .Jahaii. It tells us that at that time Xawwfib Ij^las Muin, 
the C)il'adar of Rohtasgarh, held the rank of a commander of 3,000 : that he 
was the Faujdar of the territory extending from Plakrain and the parganahs 
of Siris and Katamba up to Benares ; and that his jdglr coirsisted of the 
following parganahs : Khawand, Plangror. Tilothii, Akbarpur, Belonja. Xajib- 
nagar (or Bijayanagar) and .Japla. Tlie.se parganahs now lie in the modern 
di.stricts of Shrdulbad. Gaya, Falamau and Benares, and most of the names 
still exist. The Harogha. of the fort was Plalik PAis;ll. It was probably onlv 
he who was stationed there ]ierma.nently (hence his building a tomb for him- 
self and his family dose to the hill), while the commamku' of the fort ])erha])s 
paid merely occasional visits to it. 'I'he enclosure and the Gin/i, etc., mentioned 
in the inscription w('re finished in .Januaiy-Febrinuv 163S A.I). 

Plirza Pluipm (Abul Plunsoor Mian Bahadur Safdar Jang) is mentioned as 
having been given the Roht.as fort in 174'2 as a reward for having sent timely 
reinforcennmts to ’Ali PVardi hdaii. Governor of Bengal. 

.Vccording 1o Dr. nuchanan llamilfon. "a. guard of 400 or .500 men was 
granted to the Darogha for the iiroteclion ol the fort ; in addition to whicli 
there was the regular military garrison, commanded by an oificer known as 
the Hazari or commander of 1.000 men. This post, whidi was Itereditarv. 
was held originally 1)}' I’ajpiits : but in ISlO the holders were Pluhammadaiis. 
Jin' garrison were natives oi the lortress. rvliose lamilies. conti'arv to the rule, 
occupied a small town near the lort. Besides these, then' wen' about 4,000 
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matclilock-meii, whose duties consisted in guarding different 2 iarts of the ^iluteau. 
After the defeat of 3Iir Kasim at Udlianala in 1764, he sent his wife with a 

laro-e number of servants and attendants and valuable treasure to Rolitas. 

under the care of Lala Xaubat Rai ; who soon afterwards died, leaving his 
charse to the care of Shah Mall. On Mir Kasim's final defeat at Buxar, 
Shah Mall sent the Begum to join her husband ; and 3Iir Kasim wrote to the 
Diwan advising him to give iqi the fort to tire English, which was done at 
once. Colonel Goddard, who took pos.se.ssion of the fort, remained there for 
about two months, destroying all military stores ; after which a small native 
guard remained tor one year, when the 2 )lace was finally abandoned." (S. A. B., 
Shahabad). 

During the 3Iutiny Rohtas and its neighbourhood were infested by a 

considerable force of 31utineers ; and in the latter half of the 19th century 
a European jilanter is said to have lived here for a long time. 

The Rohtas fort occupies a part of tlie taldeland about 4 miles from east 
to west and o miles from north to south : but among the local people it is 
generally reckoned as miles in circumference.' 3luch of the area is bare 

rock, but patches of red soil are also found here and there and are cultivated 
as rice fields. One of these fiehls (near the 2 )alace) is known as the Bangala 
(Bungalow) Bagh. which suggests that it was formerly planted as a garden 
for the use of the Officer in charge of the fort. 

Besides tlie 3Iendra ghat, which is the ascent from Akbarpur and is 
now generally used by visitors and the local people, there are, it is said, no 
less than 83 other practicable jias.sages. Four of these, viz., Ghora ghat, Raj 
ghat. Kathautiyfi and the 3Iendra ghat, are called the four great f/Jiah-, while 

the remaining 80 of more difficult ascent are known as i/hdtls. The easiest 
ascent is said to be the Raj ghat towards the south, but it is seldom used 
now-a-days. All the passages aiv well defended by fortifications, but the most 
massive woiks are to be seen at the Kathautiya, where a rocky neck of land, 
some 200 yards wide, forming a sort of isthmus, connects the Rohtas hill 

with the Behai hills to the west. The neck is formed between a wide and deej) 
recess known as Gularya khoh on the north and the Son River on the south. 
Across this neck the Hindirs had commenced to cut a wide ditch in the solid 
rock, which tradition says was intended to be carried down to the level of 

the river bed : but, when the e.vcavation had been carried a little wav, blood 
issued from one of the stones and the project was abandoned. The evork has, 
indeed, every a])])earance of having been sudileiily sto 2 )ped, and the stone from 
which the blood is said to have come is worshi]) 2 )ed by the neighbouring 
jiea'ants as the power ])rotecting Rohtas. 

On th(> (s-ist side of the ditch Baja Man .Singh erected stupendous works. 
Two fine gates called respectively the .'singh Darwaza and the Kathautiva, 

1 MTrz.l Amina in iiis Shnh Juhn,) Xan«i say^ fitat flic circiimfmmco of the hill of Itohtda is .‘^2 itiiics and that 
of tli(‘ foit it>o]f onlv 24 mile=<. 

Miivd Aniin.l in his Shnh Jfihno say-; that “ the fort originally had 14 ^ates ; but only 4 .f^ates acco.v 

to it '•inre tlif tnnf' of Slier ^ah ’b Tho'-e eate^ command tlie four "reat 
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the one ubuut 40 yards within the other, defend the neck, which is consi- 
deiat)ly lower than the general level of fhe plateau; while both the gates 



FlO. 91. — Koht.Is fort, slio'ving Kathautiya Gateway. Rohtasgarh. 

and the ditch are coininanded by a double line of .s(piare bulwark.s. halt- 
moons and curtains, witli tine battlements, which rise along the hill on the 
south side of the neck, towering some 80 feet or more above the ditch for 
atiunt 400 yards. 

The masonrv is of a (niinitive type, and is rapidly falling to decay. The 

embrasures seem to have been atlapfetl for arrows and musketry. Access to 
the different works and the communications between them is exceedingly 
difficult. Within these fortifications is another line of works with a gateway 
called the Lfil Darwaza or Red Gate, from the colour of some stones used 
in its construction. The works here are comparatively insignificant, and all 
the other fortifications are inferior to flio.se of Kafhaufiya. 

The Singh Darwaza. inside the Kathautiya. derives its name from 
the figures of two lions inserted in the masonrv of the huge rectangular 
bastions flanking the long and narrow flight of steps leading uji to the 

oateway. 

01 tlic four gates leading into the fort the Mendra is the least pretmitious 
and the Kathautiya the must im])osing. The GhazT Darwaza, or the '' >A'arriors' 
Gate,” which commands the (fhora Ghat, is also strengtiiened with great bas- 
tions and bidwarks somewhat similar to those dtdending the Singh Darwaza 
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at Katliautiva. Tradition says that ^er ^ah entered the fort tlirough this 
gate. The arched entrance is only 9j ft. wide, and had the usual wooden 
o-ates on the inside, which were barred with wooden beams or Av/Fs. 

O 

The unusual height of the entrance in proportion to the width, coupled with 
the fact that a stone slab bearing the figure of an elephant in lelief is 
built into the front wall of the eastern guardroom, may have given rise 
to the tradition that Ifoyal elephants irsed to enter the fort thnnigh this 
gate. 

Near the Ghazi Darwaza are a number of small iMuhammadan tondjs 
shaded by clihatils or cupolas standing on stone colujims. iMany of them are 
of the Early Mughal period. But the most imposing of them, the tomb of 
HabaA &an bears no inscription to disclose definitely whether it belongs to 
the time of ^er ^rdi Surl or Akbar the Great, Half-way between the Palace 
and the Lrd Darwaza is a fine three-domed moscpie of white stone which was 
built in the reign of ^er ^ah. Xear the Raj ghat Gateway are long fiat- 
roofed chambers, whicli ^\•ere possibly used as sentries’ Imrracks ; and the ruins 
of a considerable bazar can l)e traced here and there in the vicinity of the 
j'uined temples near the Rajghat (hiteway. 

(//) T’lte earliest inscription at Rohtas seems to be that tiear the J^fd 
Darwaza. It has been published by Profes.sor Kielhorn in tin* E pij/nipjnd 
Indira, Vol. IV (1890-7). from which the following transcript and translation 
are copied : — 

(i) 1. Giii oiii navabhir-atha munhiidrair-vasaranam-adlnsaih parikalayati saih- 
khyaiii vatsarii sahasaiid-te Madana-vijayayatra-maiiigale masi chaitre 
jiratipadi sita-kantau vasare Bhriskarasya. 
b Ja (ya) vaua'<lalaua-Iila-ma)h>alaih svair-ya.sobhir-ddhavalayati dharitriiii 
M'i ])rata])a-kshitliiidre idam-udakam-udarajnana-bhaja ,sthirat(v)aiii 
naniitam-iba giiTiidrc srTmata Madhavena. 

:b Anavilam-aiialinvas-tapa-nirvvana-karanaii) svayasah-sodaraiii vari 
k'arayamasa Mralliaxah I Xi.i aih vacha iva svadu yasah svani-iva 
ui(r)malani etad afra suvistTrnnaiii kara-- 
4. yam-asa -M adliavali [ Akaiiicle kuiiidika kajiicla-nidhir-nidhir-apam-iva 
akari .AIrtdha{ve)n-cyatii prapate pfitakadruhi. 

■■ The inscrqjtion rpc(>rd.s that, when the year of drdiasaihka (/.c., Alkra- 
niaditya) liore the munliei- made u]) of 9. tin* cliief Alunis (7). and the lords 
of the (lavs (12) in A'ikrania-Samvat 1279. in the montli of Ghaitra. which 

inaugurates the Jiiarcli of coi\(pi(‘st of the g(td (tf lovt*. on a Sundav, the first 
of the briglit ludf. while tin* illnstrions king l’rat.a])a, was whitening (^d/aiva- 
Gyn/) the earth with tin* ereat fann* of having in mere sport cut up the Yavaiis 
( ? Aluluuninadaais). ,i, ceitain Aladhava mad** a wi‘ll or taidr on the rock, 
appar(*ntlv near the spot wlieie the insciiption is engraved.’’ 

■■ 'i in* date regularly c()r!'(>'-])(inds. for the Kartikaili A'ikrama vear 1279 
expired, to Sundav, the .jtli Al.indi A.I). 122:1, when the first tilhi of the briaht 
half of t'haitia ended, 38ni. alter nieati sumise. d’he ' King ’ Ihatapa, 
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ill whose reign this date falls, is, I have iio doubt, a descendant and successor 
of the Jajiilya Xayaka or Mahanayaka Pratapadhavala. whose well-known Tara- 
chandi rock inscription is dated in Vikrania-Samvat 1225 ; of whom there is 
another short inscription of the same year, recording the construction of a 
road by him, at ‘ Phulwariya ' ; and whose name is given with a date which 
I would read Samvat 1214 J ijuishlha-vadi 4 Sa (su) ttua, in a short inscrpition 
on the rock near the Tutrahi falls. From a slightly damaged, undated inscrip- 
tion at ■ Phulwariya ’ it appears that the family to which these chiefs belonged 
was called the Khayaravrda-vamsa.” 

On a rock near the Phulwaria Ghat, a few hundred yards to south of the 
Rohtasan temple, is the following Sanskrit inscription of 5 lines : — 

(ii) L. 1. Samvat 1394 samae (ye). 

L. 2. Vai3a-(sa)sha (kha) sudi (di) 14 Eavl (vi) va. 

L. 3. Sara va(?) rosa pasasaro. 

L. 4. Ya (?) sallta ago mfihldala si (si). 

L. 5. ha pi (chhe) mfiladala (?) lihlina. 

Bevond the date, which is probably e(piivalent to Sunday, the 3rd IMay 
1338 A.D.. the meaning is uncertain. Dr. Bajendra Lai IMitra con.sidered 
this to be a record of the birtli of two persons named Yuladala Siiiiha and 
Muladala Bhima. It is, however, very unlikely that a mere date of l)irth of 
two persons, however imjiortant, would have been recorded like this. The 
representations of a man holding a club or sword, and a lion to the right 
of the inscription probably must have something to do with the inscription.’ 

Over the arched entrance of the Kathautiya gateway is a Persian inscrip- 
tion of two lines and a Sanskrit one of 8 lines, both cut in bold letters in 
relief. 

The Sanskrit inscription is sadly damaged, but it .seems to be very similar 
to that of the Flepliant Gate of the Ihilace. 

The Persian inscription is also partly damaged. It consists of tliree lines 
and reads as follows ; 

. . . >' (*1 >1 .... ( 1 ) 

^ 

jap 

S y (ij) (3) 

1 ) y 

T raiixUilioii , 

L. 1 Said ■ 1 have lieard from the rider of the grev-horse 

of the world tliat Baja .Man Singh emistrueted a (fortification 

like the) t'hiua wall 

L. 2. (Completed) during the slnqdtln of Purohit Sridhar and Gopfd Das 
and under the su])ervision of Balifil Khrm Bani Isra‘il, and Daro'dia 
Bal Bhadr. 


^ This note and transciipt were .suiiplied liy ilr. Dikshit of the Eastern CircE. 
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L. 3. wearer (or keeper) of the sacred thread, by the architect Ustad 
Mubarak. Written on the Lst of the month of Zil-i^'ada in the year 
1015 H. (=1607 A.D.). 

This record shows that the Gateway wa.s completed early in the reign of 
Jahangir. 

{h) Fairly good, (j) L. A. 51. B., 362-?> ; Dist. Gazet., Shali.ibad. 147, 151-3 ; ^lartin’s 
Eastern India, 432-39 ; A. S. E., (1902-03). 57-58 ; A. S. E., E. C., (1902), 22 ; and (19o4). 0 ; 
S. A, B., XII, 209-11 ; E. I., IV, (189G-7), 310-12; J. A. S. B.. VIII, 695-701; Ind. 
Antiq.. XIX, p.. 179. (k) 1023, 1024, 2452, 2455. 


No. 54.- (d) The Palace or Mahal Sarai. 

(6) About 100 yards to north of the Bungalow; (c) Government ; (J) Ila ; (e) Probabh' 

1 , I • 1005 A. H. 

completed in 

(/) The Palace or Mahal Sariii occujhes an area of 550 feet north to south 
by 327 feet east to wesr. The internal lay-out is very irregular— an unusual 
feature with Saracenic planning — and curiou.sly contra.sts with the essential 
symmetry that characterises the other and more famous Jlu^al palaces in 
North India. 


I’he architecture is typical of that of Akl)ar, in who.se reign the palace 
was built, and is a unir|ue e.xample of this style in the Province. The 
principal front is towards tlie west and consists of a loftv wall relieved only 
liy a large gateway (known as the Hatliia Pol) near the southern end, and 
by a few pnijecting balconies of the Mn^al type disposed at irregular inter- 
vals, the sky line being picturesquely broken by isolated clthatns and pavilions 
and the upper storeys of the Throne Koom or Darbar Hall. 

Hathin Pol. The Hathiu Pol or Khqihant Gateway is tlie most decorative 
pairt of the Palace. It is constructed of finely wrought stone, on which traces 

of ail original orna- 
ineiitatioii in stucco of 
the ■■ .sgrafhto " tech- 
niijue ill red and white 
designs are still to be 
seen under the top 
parapet and in the 
spandrels of the large 
central arch of the 
facade. Two fine oriel- 
liah-oiiios give interest 
and dignity to this front ; 
and beneath them occur 
little sculptured ele- 
])liants (2 ft. 9 ins. 



4l0# 9.j. Ralace : Llreharit Dale and liat k of tht* Daibar Hall, 


high) inset in a tyjiical 
Early Mughal niche 





PLAN OF ROHTAS PALACE 
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Al)()ve tlie THtraHce arclnvay and enclosed by the main arch of the facade 
is a small window-opening lighting a little chamber behind. The main entrance^ 

9 feet wide, leads into an elegant 
guard-room, on the north and east 
sides of which are wide alcoves 
covered by pointed semi-domes of 
intersecting arching and containing 
raised stone platforms serving as 
benches for the guards. These 
platforms are each reached by a 
flight of 3 steps. A flat-domed roof 
covers the central portion of the 
guard house, the whole arrangement 
being tvpical of iMughal practice. 
Behind the piers of the arches sup- 
porting the dome are two room-like 
recesses on the east side : and flank- 
iiur tlie entrance are two dark 
chambers one on either side. Dr. 
Buchanan Hamilton observes tliat the 
covered ceiling of the guard house 
consists entirely of plaster, " the roof 
being supported by beams and flags 
of stone passing horizontally from wall to wall.” This, however, is incorrect, as 
the three terraces (one alxive the other) on the roof conceal the contour of the 
dome. On the south facade of the gate another large archway gives access 
to an open court in front of tlie Baradari. On the south face of this inner 
gateway are tliree inscriptions, two in Persian, the third in Sanskrit. These 

give the date of tlie completion of the Oateway as lOUo A.H.^- 1 .j 9G A.D. 
mid mention the name of the ]uiest. the and the architect. 

Jlaii ‘>ingh was appointed Oovernor of Bengal about the end of 99o A.H. 
and jirobably commenced the buildings at Bohtasgarh very soon after. The 
date (1005 A.H.) given in these iimcriptions is not necessarily to be taken 
as referring to the completion of the gateway alone (which is specificalh 
mentioned "in the epigraphs) and probably also relates to the completion of 
the greater part, if not the whole, of the Palace. 

The inner archwav leads into an o])cn court of which the rvest side was 
originallv occipiieil by' a gallery ].roviding a covered passage from the gateway 
to"the ■•Oitices" or Baradari. as the tWo-storeye<l building t,, the south is now 
called. In the east jamb of this gateway is a small door opening on to a 
steej) stair which leads up to the roof and second storey of the Duard Boom. 
The stair terminates in a cIomT with a door to south (from whiidi access was 



Fig. 90. — Palace ; Elephant Hate, inner front from 
feoutli. Rohtasgarh. 


^ llloebinann rras nn^. 


tell I'V the wokI A1( at the end of the 1st inscription into thinkiiw that the date referred 


to the Alp era, " 


hiih nonhl imt it ten year- later (j”’,! ' ", ) and in the reign of .Tahangir. 
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gained to xlie roof of tlie gallery wliieh ouee occu])ied the we-t >i(le el the 
court B ; bee Plan) ; while another door to nuith leacB to an open ternice rounded 
bv a high parapet wall. Above thP terrace, and })roiecting lioiii tlie we.-t wall, 
is another large terrace 21 ft. 9 ins. by Its ft. 9 itib. and about 4 feet high, and 
above this again an octagonal chahritia. Tlie.se feature" enclo"e the aiidi c(»n- 
struction of the dome below. Behind the terra<-e'. and situated exactlv above 
the Hathia Pol gateway, are three .small chamber.", ot which the cud ones 
have each a projecting balcony to west and the central one an aodied window. 
The central njoin ha." a Hat ceiling, the others i)eing co\-ered with low vaulted 
roofs. The northernmo."t roojn communicate." with the interior of tin* P.dace, 
to be described later on. A steep Higlit of .step" fioin tlie ."outh-ea"t corner 
ot the terraced area leads to the roof of tlie three small chamber.", whiidi 
is also surrounded liy a low parapet wall and contains two octagonal rl/ahilf/d^ 
over the domes above the rooms to north and south. 

The Bdradan or ‘'Offices:'' — The Baradaii. which is perhajis the most svmmetri- 
cally arranged part of the whole palace, is of pleasing design. It stands on 

a large platform about 
11(3 feet long. 91 feet 
wide and 2 feet liigh. 
The supei’sti’uctui'e, 
whicli measures 84 ft. 
by 4(3 ft. () ins.. I'e.sts 
on a low plinth (i ins. 
Idgh. a terrace of 
22 feet wide occurring 
in front. The lower 
storey consists of a 
pillared verandah with 
a spacious hall behind 
it in the centre and 4 
small room.s at the four 



Fir;. 97.— Tiie Baradari or “ Clffices '' attached to the Palace, 
rtohta.s^arh. 


corners. The verandah, 
measuring 39 ft. by 1(3 


ft. (3 ins., is supported on four .sets of ocfagoiud jiillars in pairs between doulde 
pilasters and has a dee]) sloping chhajja above the openings. The bases and 
(a])itals of the ])illars supporting its flat roof are sipiare in shape iind netitlv 
carved. '1 he chhdjjd rests on hejivv stone beams laid ticross Inmdsome massive 


brackets, the lower scrolls of which are shown a" protruding from the mouths 


fif elephiint heads. 


At either end of the verandtih is ;i simdl fiat-rooled chamber 10 ft. 3 ins 
siiUiire. with tour doors id the lintebhetided type, one in the middle of each 
side. 4 he great hall at the back is an iinjiobing chamber nieasui ing 40 ft. 
2 ms. long l,y 19 ft. .5 ins, wide. It is covered by a hemispherical ceiling 
in the central section and pointed semidomes at the ends. The roof is carried 
high, there being no upper storey above this hall. A door in the back wall leads 
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out into the upen area, while two similar openings in the side walls communicate 
with verandah-like rooms (19 ft. 0 ins. by 17 ft. 4 ins.) which are open in front 
and lun e their low flat roofs supported on double rows of scjuare pillars. 

'Idle verandah and the large hail behind it connect with each other through 
five (luor-ways (or rather passages with door frames provided at both ends) 
in a partition wall (1 ft. 8 ins. thick. AboA’e each door in the verandah wall 
is an arched window, but with the exception of that in the centre these do 
not penetrate to the inner hall, serving only to light a narrow passage above 

set in the thicknes.s of this partition wall. 

At the east and we.st end of the building are two narrow' stairs leading 

up to the second .storey of the small rooms and verandahs at the corners, and 
to the long narrow passage (2 ft. 7 ins. wide, and G ft. 8 ins. high) within 
the thickness of the partition wall of the two central chambers. The passage 
is lighted by 5 arched tvindotvs to north, and forms the only means of 
communication between the upper rooms at the corners of the building— for 
the great inner hall occupies the whole height — the upper storev of the front 
verandah being approached from the root of the building. Dr. Buchanan Hamilton 
calls the passage the shah nashhi (High Seat, or Da’is), but the name, which 
seems inappropriate, is not known now. In front of each of the small upper 
room.s on the north (which have low-domed ceilings), is a projecting balconv 
of pleasing design, and in the wall towards the pillared verandah a small window 
opens into the Treasury above the hall, access to which is only picssible via 
the stairs down from the roof. The other rooms on the south are also very 
attractive. 'Ihcy have vaulted roofs and open fronts with three arches supported 
on short stone pillars connected transversely by lintels. The openings are shaded 
by chhajjas, and each room has a window looking into the central hall and 
a projecting balcony towards the south. 

The same stair which leads to the second storey continues up to the flat 
roof of the building, which is surrounded, as usual, by a heavy parapet wall 
about 8 feet high. The central section of this wall on the north is rai.serl in 
steps into a pedestal and in front of it is a balcony, access to which is gained 
through a small gallery to south supported on four pillars. On either side of 
the gallery is a steejt stair leading down to a low Hat-roofed chamber (referred to 
above as the Treasury). 38 ft. by 14 ft. 4 ins. and 8 ft. high, Avhich forms the 
upper storey of the front veraitdali. It is lighted by five arched windows 
in front (see Blau) and divided by four arches into five compartments. 
Behind the compartments at the e.xtreme ends are two arched passages (20 ft. 
long, 40 ins. wide and 5 ft. 3 ins. high) made in the thickness of the walls 
and running southward right u]) to the back wall of the building. These were 
possibly intended for holding s])ecie. In the end walls of the chamber is a 
small window on each side looking down into the small corner rooms described 
above. 

To ivvert to (he roof, the north-east and north-west corners contain two 
elegant cA/zu/rcs- or cuiioias standing on 8 pillars, which are however concealed 
from an exterior view of the building l)y the parapet wall. In the south- 
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east and .soiit]i-we.''t cmiieix are two low rhnh^ihii' or teiiMM-', aiul fixe windows 
behind them in the southern xvall aft’onl a ]lll■a■^i^^ \'inw' ot tlic (ouiitiy. An 
oC'tao'onal cliah~iti'(t oit the soutli side ot the napf coxan- tlie ib'iiii' ol the laine 
central hall below. 

(Jn all four sides t>f the Bai.ulari i" an ojieii teiia<i' boimiled i.n the 
south and west hx- the eiielo.vure wall of the J’alaei* : ami to it' ismt i' ,in 

open court containino' a small tank in the ceiitte. Tin- and the otlmi' eoiiit 

to tiorth ot the Earadarl wtu'c U'cil. aipordinn to 1 tr. l!in hanan llaniiltiais 

account, "as parade fiar tin' guards when they as'cnibled to be xaewial li\- tlm 
Ciox'einor. ' A dnoiwav in the xvall to noith ol the laini' <onit iii trout ot 

the Earadarl which is marked E in the ]ilan. le.nl" into a small coint (ailed 

Eaudian f^ahld ka ('hank, from the circunist.ince ot the yiax'e ot a maityt 

tianaal JJaii^an existing against the north wall ot the (ouit. The west side 
of this court was once octaipied by an open galleiw now' no lonnei in exi'teme: 
and a large arched g.iteway on the east side leads into an open coiiit (I) 

with a t;ink in the centre and a g.illerv in the north-e;ist corner ; while a 

snndl door in the north wall cppens into an important c(.iurt niaiked(F) in the 

Plan. 

EinvicJt ■'< Qxiarfers. and Eanfi Mahal. 'I'his latter court (F). which contains 
a set of three handsome chamhers on the south and a gallery with a 

liall and some .small lax.un.s behind it on the west side of a I'ectangular 
courtyard, was the abode of the eunuchs. The first cliambei' entei'od from 

Eau^an ^aliTd s couit has a fine vaulted roof and an o[am gallerv 

suppoi’ted on octagonal pillars in front. Amither gallery exist.s to east, 

this having a hall and an unlighted cell behind it. The eastern gallery 

and the hall to its lear are supported on s([uai'e ]hllais. The original 
doorway connecting them with the ehamher has recently been blocked up. 

the room next to this (hamhei' on the west has a plain x'aulted roof; but 

the one fuither west again, a fine chamber 19 ft. (i ins. spuaie. has a 

flat-domed loof, and is furnished with a wide andiod gatewav and two windows 
opening towards the courtyard to north. The interior walls of the chamber 
were ornamented with a painted dado up to a height of about 4 feet. At 

the west end of this chamber a small door ojieus into a narrow closet under 

a staii'case leading u]) to the flat loof, which is surrounded by a liiah para- 
pet' walk t)n the east side of this open roof is a chamhei (19 ft. bv 14 ft.) 

forming the U])])er stoivy of the central room Xo. .5 in this wing (see plan 

of second storey). It has a low' domed roof and two large windows, one in the 
north wall, the other in the south, with a balcony in Iron! overlooking the 
BilradarT and tin' I’hfil iMahal an>as. 4’his chambm' is calhal the llaim .Mahal 

and is said to have been used by E.aja .Man Singh as his sle{'])ing chamber. 

A stair on the south leads up to its roof which, instead ol being enclosed 
by the U'Ual parapet wall, was surrounded by a row ot six s(|uare balusters 

on eacli side. The balusters, ol which only Ig are now standing, are about 


‘ Tlif Iioi'tli paraget wall i' not num- than :{ ft. liiu'li now 
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4 feet liioli and had originallv screens of stone fretwork between them, thus 
affording purdu while allowing the free passage of air. These balusters account 
for the present name of Khiint IMahal given to the chamber by the local 
people. KltfijU meaning a large peg or pillar. 

The lower storev of the west wing consists of a long verandah-like chamber 
and a hall behind it. The open portion of this verandah, which measures 
47 ft. 3 ins. bv 17 ft., at the north end is carried on 4 stpiare columns and 
two pilasters with a chltajja aliove the openings. The roof of the verandah is 
divided into 9 compartments each covered by a pointed vault springing from 
8 heavv beams of stone set transversely across the verandah. Four of these 
beams, in the pillared portion of the verandah, cracked some time after the 
construction of the building and are now supported on stone arches. At the 
north end of the gallery is a small room, 10 ft. 10 ins. square, with a low 
vaulted roof. Behind the verandah is an oblong hall with a room at each end, 
the rooms communicating with those in front of them. The hall has a vaulted 
roof and is lighted by a wide door in the middle and a large window on either 
side. The window sills project about 2 feet beyond the walls and are ap- 
proached from the hall by a flight of 3 steps. The passage-way of the door is 
reduced bv the chaukls or platforms constructed on either side. In the north- 
west corner of the court and separated from the verandah by a solid wall 
were three retiring closets one behind the other, but they have been blocked 
up now. 

4’he second storev of the west wing consists of a large terrace to south 
and a handsome room to north. (Originally the terrace was surrounded by very 
hio-h parapet walls which totally excluded a view of the Ladies' Apartments ; 
so that the male attendants of the Baja or the members of the court could 
be convenientlv admitted to his principal place of residence through the 
apartments above the Guard Boom. The eastern parapet wall is now 
however only 3 feet high, and allows a full view of the Zanana Mahal. 

The west wall is jiierced bv 2 windows looking out into the courttard in front 
of the palace. The small room to north measures 15 ft. 7 ins. by 12 ft. / ins. 
and has two doors on the south and east, and a window on the west side, 

with an unusuallv large balcony in front. The ceiling is flat and rests on 

s(|uare pillars. A hanging stair iii the west paraiiet wall leads up to the roof 
of this chamber, and a short stair to north-east leads to a small open area, 
the west end of which once contained two retiring closets. 

Roju Man Smi/h's IRsideiar {TInane Roam). Beturning again to (F) on the 
Ti-ound door we find a chamlier with ari-lied doorways on the east and north. 
Tn which was stationed the guard of eumndis and whicdi formed the chief 
entrance into the J.adies' Apartments rid the courtyard of the block of 

buildings marked (H) in the iilan. The ]>as.sage is now blocked with a rubble 
wall built across it in modern times. 'I'he partition wall between the 
Eunuchs' thiarters and the structure to north of them has also disappeared. This 
latter budding, or at least the up})er storey of it, was probably used as the 
Governor's own residence. It is a four-storeyed structure and contains some 
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ot tlie line.'-t r<ioms in tiie Palaro. Tlie lower -storey coiDi-^t-; ol a inii^f n.illeiy 
with a hall and a dark chainher situated behind it on the wc'-t >iili' ,ind 

<l >t't Ilf ll.llld'Ollie I'noni'. 
on t lie not t li. TIm' ualh‘1 V 
on ihf wc^t -ide iniM^ina'S 
.12 h‘i‘f lollL! by II ft. 

!» in<. w ide ,ind lia' I hua' 
aKdiial entr.ini'f^ in the 
centre, each S tecf wide, 
ainl a ain.ill lintcl-licadeil 
door at ea( li end. root 

is relativelv low and is 
'■ujiported on aiclic' which 
divide it into fi\-c i oin- 
]).i rtineiit''. tliri'e of which 
ll.i\'e '.epai'.tte \Mnlted roof". 

A door in t he >1 )Uth 
Fic. !)S. — Jt.'ij.t IMn S'lnuli's P>('>i<k'nce in tlie Palace, Kolit.l52a!li. wall of the ".dlerv coni- 

niiinicatic'i with the l‘hinuch>' t^liiartin's. 

l](diind tiii^ gallery is a long hall measuring 44- ft. 7 iii<. by 12 ft. S ins,, with 
an .tridied doorway and 2 large windows in the mist w.dl. In length it is some 
8 feet less than the g.dlery in front <is .-.jiace for ,i .stair, whiidi leads to the 
uppei' storey, has been taken from its soutl, end. Like the gallery, the roof 
of this liall is also .supjiorted on arches divi<led into c<nn])artments with \ united 
I'oofs. At the south end of the hall is a small recess below tin* stair. A 

.small door from this hall leads info a long idiambei- behind it. Fi'oin the 
north end of the ceiitr.il hall a door leails into a small room, to the west 

<d which is a dark cell with <i vima' small door now blocked iiji, and to east, 
a sinte ot three rooms the whole forming the north wing id the building. The 
central one ot these three rooms is rectangular in j>lan and has a vaulted roof, 
and a fine dooiway with c/ma/v.s- on the south. At the east end of the suite 

is a large gateway whiili formed the princijial entrance into the Idiana Lilgh 

or Zanana .Alahal. 

Throne fiiKjiii. The secmid storey of thi.s building (II) is one of the most 
a.ttractu'e paits of tin' Palace, .ind cons|^t.s ot a fine often galler\' with a \'erg 

handsome hall behind it. The g.dlerv measuries 4.7 ft. .4 ins. Iiv 12 ft. 4 ins., 

a.nd has a thit root siipjiorted on tour massive stone fliers (g ft. !) in.s. sipiare) 
ar either -ide and on tour beams c.n-ried on heavy semi-circular brackets, the 
whole firesenting a \'ery im|)osing ,i fipe.i tm nee. The brackads siif ifiort i ng the 

outside the \eraiidah are ela liorateK' orn.imenteil with moiildinc.s and 
fi'Uidants. ^ome ot them Iwing caived with tigures ot pe.icock’s. At the north 

(•nd, ofipo^ite to th(‘ dooi' of entry, is a wTle alcimcd reccss. The hall 
behind the gtllerv measures .72 ft. :5 ins. l,y 12 ft. S ins. It is locall\ 
known a.s the l.ikht ITld^.alil m- Tliione Pooin and wms firob.ib'y used 

either a.s lied-room, or fierhups .i.s l)Tw,7u-i-Khi,7ss, liy U,7j.7 Akin Singh. It 
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I 


communicates with the gallery through a fine doorway and has two very 
large windows, once screened by fret-work in stone. Both the gallery and the 



Fig. 99, — Palace ; Tlie Throne Room, Rohta^garh. 


hall have their interior 
walls jiainted u]) to 
dado height with panels 
in red, yellow, and blue 
pigments. At either 
end of the hall is an 
arched recess with a 
small window, and in 
the back or west wall 
are two windows with 
domed balconies in 
front. The window in 
tlie north wall looks 
into a small eliamber 
through whicli there 
was a pas.sage to the 
root of the Ijudie.s' 


Apartments. Tlie roof of this (•haml)er has disap])eai'ed. U'he 'I'lirone Boom 
communicated with tlie Zanaiia IMalial acro.ss tlie roof of tlie three rooms 


forming tlie north wing <.»f the ground tlooi’. The open area in front i.s sur- 
rounded bv a high parapet wall excluding a A'iew of the Ladies’ Apartments, 
and at its south end i.s a .steep stair leading up to the parapetted roof of 
the great hall and gallery, and to some buildings forming the third storey. 
Here in the north pai'apet wall, near the west end. is a small cupola opening 
into a projecting halcony (>n the north, while at the south-west cornel' is a 
handsome room measuring IS ft. d ins. by 14 ft. and covered by a low domed I'oof 
su])])orted on hnir arches, behind the southmn of which is a semi-octagonal recess. 
The soffit of the dome is decorated with painting.": and n shades the north 

wall of the chamber externally. At the south-east corner of this terrace is 
another stair, partly covered over, leading to the 4th storey. The stair ter- 
minates in a small chamber with a vaulted root (14 ft. 7 ins. by d ft. 10 ins. internally) 
supported on 8 slender jiillars. The area in front of this chamber was once 
surrounded bv stone ,/d/7.s' which have entirely disajipeared. only two pieces 
of the stone margin being h'ft on the north side. A narrow passage leads 
from this small chamber, by the side of the staii'. to a cujmhi on the east, 
which rests on four ])illars and commands an excellent view of the whole 
]>a!ace. as wi'll as of the country around. 

2V/C Khflii'i I’xlgji o/' Flon'cr (Idiilin. A laigi' arched gateway at tlu' 
north-west corner of the (ioveriior's |{esidence leads to the Zanaua c^uarters, 
hrcallv known a" the I’lmlwari (Flowm- (farden) or Khana Bagh on account 
of the conrtvard being once divided into numerous parterres by narrow paved 
pathwavs crossing each other at right angles. It forms a large sipiare sur- 
rounded bv a number of "inall apartiiieiits on all sides, with a two-"toreved 


z 
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building known as the Aina i\Ialial or Slilsh IMalial (Palace ol niiriinv) alanit 
the centre. The Takht Bad^iihl building encroachc.s u})on the >outh-we^T coini'r 
of the i^ana square, with the effect that the IMalial now n<i 

longer apjiears to occupy the centre of the quadrangle, which in fact it does. 
This was probably done in order to keeji the central building of the Zanana 
close to the Governor's rooms. In the middle of the gateway leading to the 
Kliana Bagh is a small octagonal reservoir. 31, feet deep and o feet in diameter, 
which probably contained a water jet. As will be seen from tlu' plan, the 
usual arrangement adopted for the apartments surrounding the court is a hall 
with a wide entrance in the centre Hankeil by a room at each end which is 
sometimes lighted by a window. The I'oofs are flat, consisting of long flags of 
stone resting on massive stone beams running from wall to wall. But manv 
of the beams have cracked, and are supported on modern semi-citcular arches 
or square buttresses. According to Dr. Buchanan Hamilton's account, these 
apartments were intended to accommodate some of the Governor's wivc'. each 
lady having one of the apartimmts to her.self and her skives. The apartments 
thus afforded accommodation for some 16 ladies. About the middle of the 
east side a passage leads into a small area ( P) surrounded bv s olilong chambers, 
all covered either by domes or vaulted roofs, three of which on the north were 
used as latrines and the others possibly as baths or apartments for scavengers. 
A steej) narrow j^tair from the middle room of the north wing leads uj) to the 

roof, which is siiridunded l>y high parapet walls on all sides. Two latrines 
(each consisting of two domed chambers) were jirovided in the north wiiig of 
the apiartments. one near the east and the other at the west end. (This 
latter was turned into a private entry by Gol. (.foddard in 1764-o ; but the door 
leading outside has now been blocked u])). Both closets project bevond the 

north wall of the jialace. Besides the jirincijial entrance fioiu H and another 
jiassage fi’oni F there is in the east wing a small jirivate entiy from the 

outside of the palace. But it ajipears to have been made at a later date— possibly 
by Colonel Goddard to give access to his men. who might have been stationed 
in the Zanana 3Iahal. 

4’hree covered stairs near the south-east, north-ea.st and north-west corners 
lead u]i to the roof of the ajiartments, whi( li is surroumh-d bv a (larajiet 
wall’ about 12 feet high, e.xcluding a. view' of the .suri'ounding cotinfrv as 

also of the othei’ parts of the palace. At the end of each stair is a small 
building with a door on the right and left leading from the landing to the 
roof of the apaitments. A narrow stair in the side of this structtu'e leads to 
a small iilatform on its loof. on which stands a small cupola on 4 jiillars The 
soffits of these cuj)olas are painted with geometrical designs. At each of the 

three corners ot the roof of the Ladie^' Ajiartnamts is a small but handsome 
chamber 12 feet 4 inches s(pian', with o])ening,s on all sides and windows on 

s the ounti\ h adin,^ to projecting balconies, which were 

once closed by stone jails. The.se are very tine rooms and thev have been 

rho upprr part of walls is tlccoratoU with paintings. 
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])rovi(le<l ivitli deeji sloping dthajjas on tlie side facing tlie interior courts. 
Their roots are flat, the slalis being arranged in the form of diminishing 

sijuares. Three hanging stairs lead to the roofs of these rooms, and mortices 
in the steps ot the stairs indicate that railings or balustrades were also pro- 
vided as a jn-otection to the iiersons using them. At the south end of the 
west wing is a small scpiare chamber (of which the roof has fallen away) 
through which communication was afforded to the ^wabgrdi and the upper 
storey of the Mahal. 

The Aina or Shlsh Mahal. This building forms the chief feature of the 
Flower Garden and was probably allotted to the chiefs favourite wife. It is a 
two-storeved building situated on a raised terrace, on three sides of which is a 
steep ascent leading to small octagonal reservoirs. On the 4th or west side 
are two stairs, but there is no cistern. 

The exterior ot the building is extremely plain— each side having three 
doors in front with a chhajja some way above them, and a domed balcony 
and six small windows higher up. the Idgh parapet walls being surmounted 

bv kaiKjaiuv. Tlie lower storey consists of 9 rooms : a large scpiare chamber 
in the centre, a closed verandah in the middle of each side, and a small room 

in each corner. The verandahs (26 ft. 6 ins. by 9 ft. 10 ins. each) have each 

three doors in front, and a high vaulted roof. Some of the niches in the 
verandahs are very fine. d'he corner rooms are very pleasijig with hemispheri- 
cal roofs, and have two doors opening towards the verandahs and 4 small 
windows, one on each side, at a heiglit of about S feet from the floor. The 

rooms towards the south end are octagonal in plan, while those on the north are 
stpiare. The central chamber is large and handsome (24 ft. S ins. by 17 ft. 2 ins.) 
and has a door with a window above it in the middle of each side. The chamber 
is covered by a dome in the middle and a .semi-dome at each end, the central 
dome being supported on 4 arches. The.se domes and semi-domes are not 

visible on the outside. 

A broad stair from the verandah on the east side leads up to the second 
storev (see plan). Above the stair is a .small building, through the middle 
of which runs a vatdted jiassage connecting the roof of the north verandah 
with a large jdatform forming the roof of tlie central chamber below. 

At the east end of this luiilding is a higli arch opening into another l)road 
stair which affords access to a small ])latform. over wliich there was 
originally a cupola on lour ]>illars. commanding a fine view of the country 
around, as well as of the palace buildings. The cupola has disappeared 
now. 

In the corners, exactly al)ove tlie corner rooms in the lower storev. are 

four small rooms aliout S feet si[uare, eaidi entered through a small door in 
front and lighted by one or two windows. The rooms are covered bv small 
hemispherical domes : but internally the ceilings are flat and consist of .stone 
flags arrangeil in diminishing .s([nares. Around the niches in the room at the 
south-west corner is a margin of decoration in floral forms. Externallv, the 
rooms have shallow chhajja.^ on two sides. 
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Xdc/i or Dl irdti-i-Jlitim. A door in tlie rioiitli wall of (A^) leads into 

tlie block (O) wliicli consists of a long ojieii gallery (37 ft. by 9 ft. 4 ins.) with 
a hall (36 ft. 10 ins. by 13 ft. 10 ins.) behind it on the west and a similar 
gallery (now in ruins) with a small square room at its south end on the 
east side of a small courtyard. These ajiartments ajqiear to have been intended 
eitlier as places of repose after l)atliing or perhaps for the Raja's attendants 
in waiting. A stair in the south-west corner leads first to a projecting 
balconv which overlooks the so-called Xdcli Ghar on the south and then 
passes on to the flat roof of the gallery and hall on the west side. The hall 
communicated with the Plull Mahal area (»n the west by a small door in 

the back wall, but this has latterly been blocked up. In the centre of the 

courtvard of this building is a. reservoir (7 ft. 8 ins. square and 4 ft. 5 ins. 
deep), and a small door in the south wall leads into the large building known 
as the XOch Ghar. This building measures intei-nally 8S| ft. north to south 
bv 73 ft. east to west, and consists of a large open courtyard surrounded on 
three sides witli pillared galleries shaded by dee]) rhhajjas in front. The 
galleries, of which that on the east side lias nearly all fallen, liave fiat rooks, 
composed of stone slabs laid across heavy tr.iiisverse stone beams carried on 
the back wall and the pillars in front. (Some of tlie beams in the south 

gallery have cracked and are now supported on masonry jiiers. According 

to the local tradition this luiilding was a Xdch Ghar or ‘ Dancing hall ’. The 
Raja, it is said, used to take his seat in the pi'ojecting balcony near 
the north-west corner, while tlu' dancers and singers performed in the court 
in front. A door in the east wall of this building loads to a small open 

court (D) with a long chamber on the north and a ruinous gallery on the 

.south. This is said to have been intended for the accommodation of the 

dancers and singers. It is doiditful. however, if the Xdch Gh((r was used 

for the ]nupose ascrilied to it ; and it seems nioi’e ])robable that it served 
,is the J)!wan-i-'Ainm or Hall of Public Audience. It is situated near 

the other official buildings, namely the Raradarl and Plull ilahal. and is, 
inoreovei'. of similar arrangement to the Diw.an-i-'Amm at Fathpur SikrT. 
There is no other building answering the i’e)|uii'enients of a Public Audience 
Hall e.\ce])t the one under review and an .Vudiencc Hall was an essential 

feature of all .Mughal Palaces. 

Phdl Mahal. An arched gateway at the X.-M’. coi'iier of the so-c; lied Xdch 
Ghar leads out to a large open court ( D) : and a Miiall door to right (/.c., 

in the wall to north of D) o]iens into a .-mall area, from the S.-W. corner 
of which a flight of stejis h'ads up to a high terrace on which is situated 
the luiilding known as tlu' Phul .Mahal or “ Ikd.ici' ol Flowers" (Fig. HHI). 

Undi'-r this terrace are sonit' sma.il reces-es on the I'ast siihn a long cellar 
on the ,-outh. and a galhu'v su])])orted on sipiai'e buttresses, with a long cidlar 
behind it. on the north side. The terrace on which the Phu! Mahal is 
situated measures 6.7 ft. 4 ins. uortli to south by 4.7 ft. 2 ins. ca-r to we-t ; 
aiul on the south and wi'st the walls of the huildiug rise unintmruptcdlv from 
the open areas 15 and D. The Pin'd .Mahal measures 47 ft. f ins. by 41 ft. 
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and 0CCU])ies 2 ^mctically the ^vllule of tlie laigt' ternice. Iimniiil; oiiI\- a m.iinin 
about 4 feet wide on the east and an ojien terrace ‘id leet wide on tlic noitli 
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Fig. lOa-Palaoc: I'hill Vlahal • Kolaa^.aih. Verandahs l,ehind a single 

arch and measuring 7 ft. 

8 ins. hv o ft. () ins. Ihe flat roofs of tlie galleries are su^iported on beams 
resting on brackets on the top of lofty octagonal pillars of the same tv]ie as 
tho.se used ill the Briradarl. The ha.ses and capitals of the pillars are carvefl. 
Above the openings of the galleries and .side verandahs externallv is a deep 
chh((j)(i wliich continues around all four fronts. 


llie .small verandahs at the ends have no direct communication with each 
other. At the west side of the terrace a .stair leads up to the roof, which 

IS surrounded hv a panqiet wall som<> (if feet high on the north hut onlv 
about .4 ieet on the other sides. The r..nf of the centre hall is flat and is 

sujijinrted on heavy stmie beams nesting on .sipiare pillars built into the walls. 

In the middle of the hall was a cistern with a water jet. -which is said 
to have been destroyed when the Imilding was adapted to accommodate the 
tamily ol ^awwab (yisim -Ah I^an. All that now remains of it is the channel 

round the edge and a rai.sed border of lotus leaves. The walls ol the riull 

-Mahal are relieved, both inside ami out. hv numerous niches, and ornamented 

h'f‘'”"t‘trieal 2)aintings ami figures <d' va.ses, etc., and it is 
probably mi account of this decoration that the building is called Phiil i\lahal, 
races of some of the.se ].aintings .still exist here and there. Thev have been 
sadly damaoed in the removal oi whitewash, with which thev were ( overed 

niany years ago. The building vus ],o.ssihly med hv Ihljn .Man Sirndi as hi^ 

olhee and pe, haps also as the J)Tvan-i-Khnss. ft is a fine sef of apartment^ 

well ada],ted lor a cool jilacc (,f retreat. 


u st<ni> at tlie aiHl jiortli-east 

down to an open area (f) mi the north, in the 
voir with a water jet : while a gallery ami two 
corner jirol ably provid.al m comniodat ion I,,,- the 


corners ol the terrace lead 
(■('litre (d which was a reser- 
dark' cells m tlu' north-east 
flaja s attendants in waiting. 
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Opposite the gallery is a large door ou the west connecting the Phul Mahal 
area with the Court known as Raiishaii Shahid-ka-Chauk (E). On either side 
of the entrance are stone benches for the guards, and at their western ends 
two small dark cells, possibly for holding ammunition. Adjoining the gate- 
way, on the south, a stair ascends to its flat roof, and near the stair a passage 
leads into a retiring closet, to south of winch is the door of a small chamber 
affording communication with the open Court in front of the Baradari. 

Courtyard in front of the Palace. In front of the west facade of the 
Palace is a large rectangular area nieasuruig o20 feet north to south by 
274 feet east to west, and surrounded by a high enclosure wall with an 
arcaded gallery on its inner side and a large gateway in each of its north, 
south and west walls. As will be seen from the plan, these features have 
no exact relation to the facade of the palace, and none of the three gate- 
ways which give access to the courtyard is in the centre of its respective 
side. Ihe gallery (much of which has now disappeared) provided a covered 
space of 9 feet to 91 feet in width and was not sub-divided into separate 
rooms by partition walls. According to Dr. Buchanan Hamilton the gallery 
served as a barracks for the men immediately attached to the Governor’s person. 
At each end of the north wall of the courtyard is a round hollow bastion, 
surmounted by a cupola on four sciuare pillars, where, it is said, large drums 
{naqqdras) were kept. 

Of the gateways on the three sides of the courtyard the one on the 
west is the best preserved. It is a three-storeyed structure with two narrow 
staircases on the inner side leading to the upper storeys, which originally served 
as the Xaiihat Khana or Music Hall. Below, in the floor of this entrance, 
may be seen the remains of an arpieduct which used to carry water to the 
Palace buildings from a tank situated at a distance of about fOO yards west 
of the gateway. Built in the masonry of the aqueduct is a small drain of 
earthen pipes about 4 ins. in diameter, which was probably used for carrying 
drinking water to the palace. Of the well which supplied water for the palace 
nothing but a low mound of stones marking its site is now extant near the 
western extremity of the aqueduct. 

Close to the Xauhat Khana gateway, to south, is a very deep tank, and 
in its south-west corner is a sipiare structure reared on four pointed arches, 
where the machinery for raising water was erected. On three sides of the 
tank — north, south and west — is a deep continuous drain probablv to supply 
water for the horses, etc. 

Some oU yards to south-west of the barracks was a two-storeyed house, 
probably of an officer of some standing, which is now entirely in ruins. In 
front of the house to north was a garden within an enclosing wall, few traces 
of which remain. Indications of a stt)ne drain still exist here, and the craves 
on a large platform in front are said to contain the relics of some of the 
occupants of the house. 

On the outer face of the ruined south gateway of the courtyard is a 
small niche with the Quranic verse ( ^ ^,^3 si «l/| D 
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“There is no eoininilsion in religion, tlie Jliglit path is distinct I'roni tlic 
wrong ■“) incorrectly engiTived on its jainhs. 

{y) i-ii. On the south face of the inner gatewav. opposite the Baradari, 
are three inscriptions, one in Sanskrit and two in Persian. The latter are 
written in Xast’all(| characters and read as follows : 


f-'f*'? LX-i—j-'* i) Iac jJL, (r") 

f ^'1 - • djj*- ^ — .X) ,ir^’ (r*) 


Translation (i). 

L. 1. On this date, in the time of Sultan Jalrdud-J)in dluhammad Akhar, 
Badshah-i-^azi. may Ood perpetuate his kingdom and his supre- 

macy, 

L. 2. When this strong gateway \\as completed tin' arch of heaven 

Became weak (or fell ill) with eiivv. 

L. 3. 1 asked genius for the rlate <d its construction, and it rejilied, 

■■ Bapl -Man Singh has Built a strong Building." 

L. 4. M'ritten on this the 27th day of the Blessed month of Bajab in 
the year one thousand and five. Alf and (letter) 'ain. 

The first and fourth lines of this inscription ar<“ in jirose and the second 

and third in ver.se. 'I he last two words are without douBt ^ t.li of which s_iJ) 
alf means ’a thousand’ and ^ (‘ain) seemingly stands for the Persian equi- 
valent of (five), 

(ii) 1 his short inscription consists of (i lines of ]n'actica]ly one word each: — 


LI. 1-6. Priest Srldar. 












Darogha Ikii Bhadr. 

(Architect) I'stad .MuBarak. 

(iii) The Sanskrit inscription reads as follows : — 

.A.Bove the first line : Saiiivat Kf.jd. 

L. 1. Sri (fanesava nama h*!) aiiddiodliTshu rase (lii*) du. 

L. 2. Bhih ])ariinite jnmyam (nva) yaiie havane chaitre. 

L. 3. masi valaiidcsha (?) pak.she (ksha) valite sha.shyaiii (shthyaiii) tithau 


L. 4. tagoh vrire sarva-girliiidra-vaiiisa-tilake SrI-lvo. 

L. .j. lutasvrn hale .sriman--Mana-mahI-mahehdra-.sadano. 

L. 6. ddhai'aiii vyagrit=-puinataiii | | 1 srimah rajadhira. 

L. 7. ja-maharaja sii-lManasi (idia*) purohita-sridha- 
L. 8. radhik arc Bliatta-l^alabluifln'na karitaiii subliain^astu. 

* TLe figiirp^ ^iven in the iiracktt-; ft.ntain tlie date. The unit hYairo is 4 and the riitihodhi in Sanskrit means 
an (ir« an a'^ well as the nundiei 4. Tlie decimal fiLuiie is ."> ; the Saiiskjit ^\nrd fur the arrous stands for 5, because 
of the fi re aTio'’;\ b tif Kania-])(A a t lie rimdn < ‘ujiid. Siiiiilai]\ t h<‘ \\ oid raf~a.< means “ tastes ” and as tliere are six 
taatc-s it stands foi b tlje Inmdied fipire. *And of eoume tlieie m only one moon. Hence tlie date is 1654 Samvat=^ 
1597A.I>, the date ot tin- const nu f ion of the irafcuay. 
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T rdiisldtiioi. 

“ Salutation to Ganesa. During the year measured by the seas (1), arrows (5) rasas (6) 
and the moon (1)* in the meritorious half of the year, in the month of Chaitra, on the sixth day 
of the dark half (of the month), on Monday — the repairs to the palace of the illustrious king Mana 
were completed on the mountain Eohitasva, the scion of the race of all great mountains. 

Bhatta Balabhadra, under the authority of Sridhara, the family priest of the illustrious 
Manasihiha, king of kings, overlord, caused this (composition) to be made. May there be 
happiness.” 

{h) Good, {j) L. A. M. B., 364 ; Dist. Gazet. Shahahad, 151-2 ; Martin’s Eastern India, 
I, 439-54 ; A. S. E. (1902-03), 58-59 ; A. S. E., E. C'., (1902) 22 ; and (1904), >•. {1) 187, 
188, 1019-22, 1704-09, 2301-07, 2242-48. 

No. 55. — (fl) The Kohtasiiu Temple. 

(6) Some two miles to north-east of the Palace and about a furlong from the Phulwaria 
Ghat, on the top of a steep conical promontory ascended by a long flight of steps : (c) Govern- 
ment ; (d) II a ; (c) Late Media-val. 

if) The Ivolitasau temple oeciipies a most commamling position on the 
top of a prominent hillock to north-east of the Palace. It stands on a high 

terrace, raised on aiches, 
measuring 91 ft. 6 ins. 
oast to west by 54 ft. 
north to south, and is 

approached Ly a grand 
staircase of 83 steps 

flanked hy stej^ped walls 
on cither side. Above the 
larger teri'ace is another 
abmit 59 ft. by 50 ft. 

and 4f feet high. This 
was covered by the dome 
of a jKt which has 

now disajipeared. and at 
the back or east id it 

Fig. 101. — Rohtfisan temple, Rohtasgarh. is the sanctUlU. A 

broken figure of a bull (Xandi) is placed on the floor of^Ahe nKUidiipd. Two 
small stairs, one on eithei' side of the tenpile, lead down to the larger terrace 
on which is situated the sanctum. J he plinths ot the temple and jiorch 

are both relieved with bold liorizontal mouldings. In ])lan the sanctum is a 
square of 2S feet outside. Mach side ol tlu* square breaks forward in 4 snudl 
projections, like the Orissa tenqiles, and on the central jirojections are carveil 
small figures of fighting elephants. 'I’he walls are decoratetl with bold mouldings 
broken hv deep vertical grooves and horizontal chase.s— which combine to produce 
an artistic effect of light and sluule. In each ot the central jirojections on the 
north, south and’ east is a niche wliicli formerly contained images ol minor 
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deities. The tuwer of the sanetiiin lia?- fallen. The only carviiiy to he .seen 
on tlie front; where the door jambs and lintel and the walls on eithei’ >i(h‘ 
of the entrance are decorated with row.s of lotu.s flowers in low relief. Above 
a shallow cltliajju shading the doorway are two carved with 4 rude 

figures of Bialttnuinj geese in pairs holding lotu.s buds in their joint'll beaks. 
In the middle of the lintel is a small figure of (lanesa and at the lower 

portion of the door jambs a figure of a Dvarapfda (gate-keejier) on either 
.side, standing in a niche. 

Internally, the sanctum is 13 ft. 7 ins. .scpiare. In eaeh side are 4 syiiare 
pillars built into the walls, cm which an octagon is formed by beams laid 
across the nearest pillars at each corner; and the roof is formed in the usual 
Hindu stvle bv iirranging the .slalis in (Innniishing octagons. The fiooi’ is 
level with that of the iiKnidupa in trout. There is no image in the tenp)]!', 
but a rough luoken stone, partly buried in the floor, is worshipiied as .'^iva's 
liiifia. Under the large staircase are four arched chambers on the north and 

three on the south ; and under the terrace are two similar chambers on 
the north with low arched doorways, and one on the south. 

Dr. Ifiichanan Hamilton calls this temjfle tin* (Iiauii (oi- seat) oj I’ohi- 
ta.sva. He also considers that the large .staircase was probably built bv Hfija 
Man Singh. 

3Iauy of the writers on Hohtas ajijiear to believe the tradition, recorded bv 
Dr. Buclianan Hamilton, that an image of Hohitasva was worshijiped in this 
temple until the time of Aurang/.ib, who it is alleged destroyed the image 
and built a small mo.srpie behind the temjile. But tlie mere absence of a 
cult image from the temple and the exi.stence of a mosipie do not pirove the 
truth of this tradition. It is ext.remely improbable that Prince Hohitasva, 
the son of Haja Harischandra. was ever raised to the dignity of a god (like 
Hainachandra or Krishna), and that an image of him could ever have been 
the object of worship. Again, the facts that part of tlie temjrle was still 
intact and that the moscpie was a trntched looling bri^-k hiosqur " built 
on a ledge behind the temple terrace are further inconpiatilile with the tradi- 
tion ; for AurangzTb could easily Iiave razed tlie whole temple to the ground 
and utilized its materials in Imilding a s/one mos(|ue on the same site. The 
truth more probably is that the Hohta.san temple was a Saivite temjile. dedi- 
cated to the jirotecting deity of the hill ; that the temples in Holitfus generally 

were deserted after Haja iMan Singh's departure, and in course of time the 

images cvere either damaged or removed to some other place ; and that the 
moscjue was built in the ordinary way- its smallness being accounted for bv 
tlie peculiarity of the site, which restricted the .space available between it 
and the tem])le to its west to a distance of sfiine 10 feet onlv. The mosrpie 
in ipn'stion has recently been dismantlefl on the recommendation of Sir John 
.Marshall, the Director (leneral of Arclueology in India, with a view to the 
improvement of the site. 

{q) None, (h) (loud, (j) L. A. M. B.. ?>(‘>2-Cti ; Martin's Ea.stern India, I. t.'SR ; Dist. flazct., 
Sha,lia>M.d. 1.7:1; A. S. B. ( 1()0 l>- 0:1). .70 (i) 101:1-1 I, 1711, 2317, 2t.7G-77. 




Pig. 102. — The Itolit.'isaii and Hari'Chandia temples. Roht.'isjiarli. 
now known ;is the temple ot Hari.sch;in(lr;i, the ttitlier of Roliita.sva. It is 
situated on a raised terrace 38 ft. stpiare and 5 ft. 5 iirs. high, with three 

projections on the north, south, and we.st for steps. The jirincijDal facade is 
on the west. The temple consists of ;i simdl sipiare sanctum surrounded by a 
verandah and covered hy an octagomil dome, with 4 smaller domes at the 
sides, each supported on four sijmire pillars. 'I’hese snudler domes cover the 

central portion of the verandah mi each side. (.)n the inside, their roofs are 

constructed in a .series of diminishing stpiares, and appear e.xternally as 
octagonal domes, the edges of the facets lieing marked hy raised stone ribs. 
The sanctum is 21 feet s(|uare e.xternally and its walls are relieved with 
niches, which prohahlv contained images of minor deities. There are two 
niches in each front, one on either side (d' the entrance, except on the east 
where there are three niches. The large dome covering the sanctum is also 
octagonal on the outside and. like the smaller domes, the faces of the octagon 
are bounded by raised stone ribs. 

Inside, the sanctum is a sipiare of 13 ft. 8 ins. and the dome, which is 
8-sided, with raised ribs in the angles, rests on the octagon formed in tlie 
same way as in the Rolit.asan Temjile four jiillar.s being built against the 
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walls on eacJi side tor this purjinse. 'I'Jic pillars aie s(|uaie ladiiw and (uta- 
gonal above. Against the east wall ot the teinjile i- a //a-d/A nr plinth, ine.i'iir- 



Fig. In:!. — H.ni'Lliamli.i i;<>ht.‘u-''.;a!li. 

ing 4 ft. 2 ins. liv 2 ft. and 14 ins. liigh. possibly indicating that the tein]>le 

was dedicated to \'islinu. 

A broken fiiece of .sculpture representing the pede'<tal and legs of a stand- 
ing human figure is placed at tlie Ian k (d the temple. d'he figure weaiss 

anklets and (IIkiIi and a sword hangs liotii a l>elt on the left side, while jioitioirs 
of attendants still exist on eithei' hand. The seuljituie. which is ascrib- 
able to the .Medieval period, is carved on a slab measuiing tf tt. bv 2 ft. 
2 ins. 

•Some 40 feet to south ot the I la i ischandra temjde is what ajipears to 

ha\’e been a sipiare structure ot diy stone masonrx'. It is some 2.j feet acio. s 
and about S teet high. It is said liy some to have been the seat (Ixulhiik) 
ot l’ohitas\'a ; otheis say that a plant used to grow tiom its to]). 

About a furlong to south-west of the Hohtasan and Harischandra Temples 
is the Idiulwaria (Ihat. the fortiticatioiis ol whiih are now in a ruinous condi- 
tion. After a descent ot about l.t' feet, a small boulder is reached, on the 
south taci- of which is caived the inscription in .3 lines, which is referred 

to in detail on ])age l.jti under •’ the Fort " (Xo. .3.';). 

'1 h(‘ other Phulwail iiiscrijition mcuitioned in the ibizetteer, which rec-ords 
that l’rata])a-J )ha vala, cdiiet cd .Ja])ila, eoiistructcMl a road uj) the Jiill, is luit 
tracc'abic'. 

(.7) Xciiie. (/)) tiood. (/) L. A. M. J;. I ; l>ist. Gazet., Sliatiatad, l-a:') ; A. S, J!, (Ih02-0d), 
•3') ; ilurtiii’.s Jva.n.Tu India, J. FW. {/,) ;i.3:i, g;!17, gl.a.S. 
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No. 57.— (f/) Haba^ Jean's Alosqiie. 

(b) Near the (ihazl Darwaza, about half a mile from the Bungalow ; (c) Government, (d) 
n a ; (e) j-.t.a.d 


(/) Habash ffiaiis [Mosque is a. fine tliree-domed building of greyish Avliite 
sandstone and consists of a prayer liall inecisuring 75 ft. by 28 ft. (outside) with 

a courtyard 75 ft. by 73 
ft. in front, surrounded 
by a compound wall 
oi ft. high. A single 
arched doorway in the 
east side of the com- 
pound wall gives access 
to the court, about half 
of which is paved with 
irregular stone Hags, the 
other half (nearer the 
mos(|ue) having a fine 
lime-concreted tioor. The 
hall is entered through 3 
arches, over the central 
one of which is a small 
sijuare shd) of buff sandstone bearing tlie Persian insci'iption given below. 
On either side of the inscription are l)o.sses and slabs of several varieties of 
stone carved with traceries or jd/J designs. 'I’hese appear to have been recovered 
trom debris and inserted at the time when the mosipie was repaired in 1905. 
There is no symmetiv in their arrangement, nor does one design agree with the 
other. 

Internally, the prayer hall measures (>5 ft. <5 ins. by 17 ft. (i ins., and is 
divided by transveise arches into 3 compartments, which have been strengthened 
by two modern semi-circular arches built under their soffits. The 3 domes 
rest, as is usual, each on a s(pia.re, formed l)y the transverse arches and the 
lateral walls, whi( h is converted into an octagon by smaller arches at the 
angles, then into a sexta-dcu-agon and finally into a circle cariving the hemis- 
pheiical dome. 

b)n either side of the )nihr<lh, as well as above it, are small niches and 
bosses with l)eautiful floral designs. 



]'ic. 104. — HabaOi W. .Ill's -Momjiu', Itolit.'isijai'li. 


(//) ( )v('r the, ctmtr.al a.rch of the 
fonr cou])]ets remling as follows : 

A-'” ^ 

t-*® ; 0"“^^ 

.xA iJtiij Jy j 


prayer hall is a Persian inscription of 



*X3T 


aG 
> • 

(i) 





(r) 

Ip' A 

..lotA Jl 

i up 

(r) 

Jlx Jiar 



J- 

(f‘) 



174 


LIST OF ANCIENT JIONOIENTS PROTECTED UNDER AC I VII Ol' 1904 

Translation . 

In tlie time of the Emperor Akhar. the warrior King, whose dignity is 
such that his horse walks in tlie Heavens, and whose command hird and 
beast obey,. Habash I^an desired to erect a mo.scpie for good deeds 
jiravers). ^J'lie vear of the construction of this lofty mos(pie according to the 
svstem (of chronogrammatic calculation) is ' The house of good deeds . (9S(i 

A.II. = lo7S A.D.). 

On the borders of the slab are written Kalinia aljove. ; ‘hi 

(with God's heljr victory is imminent) to right and qA*! ‘i- .v"* 

i.c. " (dated the month of Hajal). year 980) below ; while on the left are two 
words which appear to stand foi' (” Announce the joyful tidings 

to the Faithful'"') from a (Quranic verse. 

(//) Good, (j) Dist. Gazet.. blialiabad. loA ; A. S. R. (1(02-03). 59 ; A. S. E., E. G. (1902 , 
22 ; (0 .351, 1016, 2311. 

No. 58. — («) The IMadrasa of Haba^ Khan. 

(h) Some 10 feet south of Habash Khan’s 3Iosque (No. 57), (c) Government ; (d) II a ; 
(e) Probably contemporary with the mosque. 

(f) The Hadrasa or School is a small building (42 ft. 0 ins. by 20 ft. 3 ins.) con- 
sisting of a long hall entered through a single door on the east and divided into 
3 rooms bv partition walls witli doors. The end rooms are lighted by two 
.small windows in the l)uck wall. In front of the house n'as a courtyard, at 
the south end of which a staircase leads up to the roof. The building is 
called a llladrasa or School. Init from its design it .seeims more probably to 
have been a private house. If so. it would be the only example of an old 
private house of the ordinary type still existing at Hohtas, and should be 
carefully jireserved. 

(r/) None. (It) Not aood. (j) Xil. (h) No photos. 


No. 59. — (a) Tomb ot Haba^ Khan. 

(b) Near the (jliazi Darwaza, about half a mile to north-we.st of the Inspection Bungalow, 
an<l a few yards to west of the Habash Kbaii'.s mosque (No. 57); (c) Government; (d) la; (e) 
IGth Century A. I). 

(J) The tomb stands in the middle of a large courtyard enclosed by a para- 
petted wall about () feet high relieved with arched recesses on both faces. At 
the four coiiiei's of the com])ounil wall and ])rojecting beyond it aie 4 hexa- 
gonal pavilions suitnounted bv donu's and pierced by ai'ched openings, one in 
eac-h ot the free sides. ( Iriginally the ])avilions. which are about 9 ft. 2 ins. in dia- 
meter. communicated only with the courtyard (d' the tomb, but now the.se 
entiances have been fdosed ami the filling in all the othei' arcdies has been 
removed, so that the (hambeis are enttu'ed from without. A small doorwav 
ol the linttd-headed t\'])e in the middle of the east wall lead.s int(» the court- 
yard whi( h nieasnre> 103 ft. 9 ius. by 9(1 ft. 9 ins. ’I’Ih* tomb stands in th.e centre of 
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this court, and foriiLS a stj^uare 48 ft. (i ins. externally. At a height of some 25 feet the 
scjiiare changes into an octagon, which is siiiTnounted by a large hemispherical 







rj^-. 


W! 




Fig. 105, — Tomb of Haba:ih Wiaii. noLtasgaib. 

dome. Four small cupolas resting on six hexagonal pillars crown the four 
corners of the roof. The pillar capitals of the cupolas are also hexagonal in 
shape and are relieved with falling lotus leaAes of a somewhat heavv design. 
Access to the inside of the tomb is gained through two huge arched entrances 
on the south and east. Internally, the tomb measures 35 ft. 4 ins. s(|uare. The 
walls are relieved by three arches in each side and are changed into an octagon 
at a height of about 12 feet by cro.ss arches, immediately above which the 
walls assume the form of a sextadecagon. on which rests the great dome. The 
walls of the tomb, it may be ob.seived. are built of stone masonry, while the 
dome a])pears to be wholly of brick. An iron chain about a yard in length 
is su.sjxmded from the summit of the dome. Jt is said to have once reached to 
within (5 feet of the floor. The grave of Haba^ Klian occupies the centre 
of the tondi. It is placed on a ste])ped plinth, and was once covered with, 
a fine jdastei'. 

A small Qiniiiri mos(|ue is atfaclunl to tlu' southern compound wall of 
the tomb. It is noteworthy in as much as one of its toweis stands actually 
within the courtyard. The com])ouml wall on this side has not been carried 
straight on account of this mos(|ue, which must therefore lie considered 
earlier than the tomb it adjoins. In style the mos(|ne resendiles the tuimerous 
tond)s scattenal about this neighbourhood, one of which that of iSfuii Sulfau- ■ 
bears a Persian inscription, dated !)S7 A. II. (1578 .V.D.). 

2 n 
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The fort of Kolitasgarh appears to liave come into the ])o>';ession of tlie 
Mughal Emjierors in 984 A. H. cvhen Sayyid Muliammad. the commander of 
Junaid Kararani, surrendered it to Shahbaz &;in Kamboh, an otiicer of Akbar. 
The inference is, therefore, that the mos(|ue belongs to tlie time of Akl)ar; 
from Avliich it follows that the tomb (or more precisely, perhaps, the compound 
tvall cf the tomb) cannot be ascribed to the reign of |^er Shah and thus 
may contain the relics of the same Haba^i Kliaii who lived at a later period 
and built the large 3-domed mosque near by. On the other hand, the occupant of the 

tomb is sometimes called a Daro^a and sometimes a General of Sher Shah, though 

the name is pronounced as Hawas (vulgar for Habash) Khan, ^er ^ali, it is 
recorded, had two generals (both bi-others) who bore the title &awass Khan, 
and it is (juite possible that the elder Khawtiss Klian may have been buried 

in this tomb. In style, however, the tomb lacks a close resemblance to the 
tombs at Sassarani ; and the cupolas at the corners appear to have been a 
common decorative morif at Rohtasgarii, oven the Harischandra tenqde of 
Eaja IMan Singh containing these features. 

At the north-we.st corner of the tomb enclosure (outside) is a semi circular tank 
now partly silted up. 

(g) None, (h) Good, (j) A. S. R. (1902-03), 59 ; A. S. R., E. C. (1902), 22 ; Dist. 
Gazet., Shahabad. 153. (A’) 352, 1017, 2449. 

No. 60. — {a) Tomb of Mirza Abul'Ula. 

(h) Some 30 yards to east of Hal)adi Khan’s mosque ; (c) Government; (il) Ila ; {i) 1132 
A.H. (ITT.i A. ]).). 

If) I’he tomb of .Mirza AltuTUla cou>ists of a small grave of grev saiidstone. 
There is nothing noteworthy about it, but from the inscription on it, it appears 
to contain the relics of the son of a grandee of the Mughal court. The in- 
scri]ition is here notieed for the first time. 

((/) On the grave itself is carved a Persia)! inscription of 2 lines leading as 
follows : — 

I irt J 

(1) Mirza .AbulTla graiidson of the Xawwab .V!nirul-Uniai-a (!) Ghazi ^an 

(2) His death ommrreil on the 27rh of the month of .Muliairani in the 
year 1132 (.\.II.). 

(/i) Fair, (j) -Vd. (A) 2451. 

No. 61. (a) Zatar Shahid’s tonib. 

(5) few yards to the south-east of the FJjazi Gate and some 50 yards to east of the mosque 
of Habash Khan; (r) Government; (d) III; (<■) Trobably lFith-17th centiuy xV.D. 

if) The Tnansoleum, which mcasui-es 27 hmt s(|uar(> e.vteiiiallv and 19 feet 
sqnait! internally, coimi^ts of a single s()uare <'lianil)tu' cov(>i'(‘d bv a heinisjjhoical 
(h.'ine and lighted by an arclu'd o])ening in each side. The donu' rests on an 
octagon above the s(|nai'e. All the four walls ai'c hadiv ci'acked and the 
building will he a. mass ot I’liins in a lew }'ears. ('ontr.dlv jilacml under the 
dome IS a single ^tone <o',iv(‘. 

('/) None, (h) Bad. (j) XiJ. (A) No photo.s. 
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No. 62. — {a) Tomb of Saqi Sultan. 

{b) About 100 yards to south-east of HabaA Ilian’s 31osque ; (c) Government ; {d) II a ; 
{e) 987 A.H. (1579 A.D.). 

(/) The tomb of SaqI Sultiin stands in the middle of an enclosure 46 feet 
square (externally). At the four corners of the enclosure are four round taper- 
ing minarets, with two 
more flanking the mihrab 
or prayer niche in the 
west wall. The grave 
of >SaqI Sultan is placed 
on a low terrace (16 ft. 
5 ins. by 16 ft.) and 
covered by a cupola 
resting on eight massive 
pillars of stone, three on 
each side. The pillars 
are square, except one 
which is octagonal in the 
upper part and is 

Fig. 106. — Tomb of SaqI Sultan, Rohtasgarh. cai\ ed Oil the west 

face with a niche containing a seated female figure. The openings were 
shaded by a cliliajja on all sides, which has now fallen. Above the pillars 
are heavy stone lintels, on which rest the walls (about 4 feet high) supporting 
a pvramidal roof. At the four corners of the roof were four small minarets, 
but onlv part of one survives. The grave of Sa<p Sultiin occupies the cential 
position under the cupola and to the we.st is a. smaller one of some relation or 
iriend. The mihrdb in the west wall is ornamented with hue raised patterns 
in stucco. Xothing is known of Sa<p Sultan. He appears, however, to ha\e 
held some responsible po.'^ition under Muhibb ’All Klia n Rohta.si, the then Com- 
mander of Rolitasgarl!. 

Dr. Bloch read the name as Sliafi Sidtaii : but this is a mistake. The 
name is clearly Saqi on the stone. 

(p) Over the hiihrdh in the west Wall is a tablet of buff sandstone bearing the 


following Persian inscription of 6 couplets 

in Xast'aliq 

characters ; — 
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^Xi :b (i*) 

IK.* 1' .tfjA 

^ j j j ■ 



;t 0 / >. (a) 

yi Ua,q 



5 o.A jl (1) 


"tAV 



2 B 2 


178 


LI.ST or AXCIEXT JIOXUMEXTS PROTECTED UXDEK ACT VII OF 1904 


T nuislatioH . 

L. 1. "I complain of the movements of the tyrannical heavens,, which are 
kind to none. 

L. 2. The revered Saqi Sultan desired (expected) to be honoured by the 

title of ■ Khan ' (but) 

L. 3. By mischance he fell so ill that not a trace of health was left to 

him. 

L. 4. The messenger of death came to him and said • Travel soon from this 
mortal world '. 

L. .3. (So) bv the order of the Infinite Creator he suddenly dejiarted from 

this world. 

L. (i. (When) I asked of wisdom the date of his death, it re 2 ilied ' Into 
the eternal Paradise’ (he went).” 987 A. H. 

(/d Ctoocl. (j) A. S. E. ; E. C. (1902), 22 ; Dist. Gazet., 8hahabad, 1.53. {Ic) 2312, 24.53. 

No. 63. — (ff) The Qil’adar's house. 

Qj) About a quarter of a mile to south-west of the Inspection Bungalow, a little beyond the 
Eajghat Gateway ; (c) Government ; (d) II a ; (e) ICth Century A.D. 

(/) Some 300 yards to south-we.st of the In.sjiection Bungalow is a high 
arched gateway built at the head of the Kaj C4hat. which is said to be the 
easiest ascent to the hill, though it i.s not u.sed generally now-a-days. In 
front of the gateway is a high curtain wall with battlements, etc., and opposite 
to it (on the inside) a spacious square chamber wliich may have served as 
the guard room. A stair to south of this room leads up to the walls, which 
are 10 to Iti feet thick at the t(»p. and to the roof of a block of soldiers' 
barracks to west, d'hese barracks con.-'ist of a single long chamber, entered 

through one or two doors in the centre of the front walk and with a flat 
roof supported on massive 2 )ilhn's of stone. Originally the interior was jrlastered 
but the roofs leak and the jrlastcr lias hdlen. A sinrilar barrack exists on 
the other side of the gateway, and a third beyond the Qil’adar's house. 

This last ■' was a very considerable building ” when seen bv Buchanan 
Hamilton in the thirties of the last century, “ with many ajrartments and 
accommodations for’ a family of women”. But now it consists of a few dila- 
pridated rooms ranged on 3 sides of a small coui-fyar-d about 92 feet scpiare, 
and a detached three-storeyed building to their south-east, d’lie three-storeved 
building contains, in the lower- storey, a central room measuring 19 ft. (i ins. bv Ki ft. 
0 ins. and a verandah on the east and west about 8 ft. 9 ins. dee]), with 3 dooiwavs 
on each side. The ])rinci])al facaih* .semns to be on the north, wIku'C' 3 door-wavs 
]ila(-ed in high ai-(-hes lead into tin* (-entral <-harnber and the sid(> vmandahs. 
In th<‘ back or- south wall an ojuming hards to a narr-ow jrassage in the thick- 
ness ot the* widl. which ends in two dark holes eac-h about 4 hug dee]). These 
are 1 elieved to have contained anirrnrnition in the old davs. 

A stair to south of the building leads u]) to the 2nd storev. which consists 
of an 0 ])en terrace on the east er.closed by a high ])ar-apet walk arrd two small 
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chambers on the west side. In the east parapet wall a window leads to a 
balcony. The larger chamber on the west, which measures 18 ft. 4 ins. by 

11 ft. 4 ins., is entered through a single large door with chauhls on the east, 
and is further lighted by a small window in the south wall and a larger one 
with a balcony in front on the west, commanding an excellent view of the 
thickly wooded country with the river and distant hills in the background. 
The room has a flat roof supjiorted on stone beams, and a door in its north 
wall gives access to the smaller chamber to its north, which measures 11 ft. 4 

ins. by 10 ft. 4 ins., and is lighted by a single small window in the west 

wall. 

A long flight of steps along the north wall of the terrace leads up to 
the roof of the second storey, which is surrounded by a high parapet wall 
pierced with arched windows of pleasing proportions on all four sides. The 
windows were originally closed with jails, and the enclosure really formed a 

chamber with a vaulted roof. It measures 31 ft. 3 ins. by 11 ft. 5 ins. 

Locally this three-storeyed building is known as the Pach-3Iahla (i.e., 
five-storeyed house), probably on account of the e.xtraordinary height of its 
walls. 

Close to the Pach-Mahla .stands another dilapidated house. It consists of two 
roofless chambers on the we.st. a double-storeyed room at the furtlier end of the east 
wing and a detached roofless chamber with doors on all sides, near the north-west 
corner of the courtyard. Besides these, a suite of three rooms was added at a later 
date on the north side, for though these rooms are entered through a door in the north 
wall, they are actually outside the enclosure of the house. There is nothing of import- 
ance about this house, of which the south enclosure wall has disappeared. Xear tlie 
large detached chamber in the middle a stair leads down to a big octagonal under- 
ground cliamber exactly l)elow the upper one. The double-storeyed east wing 
consists of a single chamt>er with a verandah on two sides in the lower storev ; 
and a smaller chamber, which has doors on all sides and a vaulted roof, in 
the upper. The chliajja which surrounded the building is broken. The roof 
of the verandahs is enclosed by para})et walls, as also is the roof of the three 
rooms on the north. Probably there was means of communication between 

the northern roof and the small upper room in the east wing. At the south 
end of the east enclosure wall is the large door leading into the court- 

vard. and in front of it to east is a small enclosure. Bemains of a lar^e 

gatewav some 30 yards to east of the hoirse indicate that originallv there 

was a large enclosure. ])robal)ly containing a flower garden, in iVojit of the 
house. 

IManv of the door frames of these houses have been removed. 

{(j) None, (/i) Fair. {]) .Martin’s Ea.stern India, I, 130. (/,) 230t). 

No. 64.— (u) (lanesa Tem})le. 

(6) About 300 yards to south-west of the Inspection Bungalow ; [r.) Government : [d) II a • 
(t) Probably IGrh century A. I). 
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(/j The Gane-sa tenijjle consists of a small sanctum with a tnahcjapa in 
front approached by a flight of 10 steps on the east. It stands on a stone 

platform about 3 feet high 
and measuring 34 ft. by 
38 ft. 9 ins., with a pro- 
jection to west for the 
sanctum and another 
to east for the stair- 
case. Above this terrace 
is a plinth 3 ft. 8 ins. 
high relieved with bold 
horizontal mouldings. The 
plinth of the man da pa 
is ornamented with narrow 
pilasters in low relief on 

the outside and massive 
scpiare pilasters on the 
Fig. 107 .— Gane-ii temiik-, itobtAsgaih. inner facc. They are only 

4 ft. (Jins. high, and on them stand twelve pillars, s<|Uare below witli octagonal 

and circular segments above and circular caps beneath cruciform brackets, 

which supported the lunv fallen roof of the mandapa. The massive square 
pilasters relieving the inner walls of the mandapa come exactly below tlie 
pillars on the top of the walls, so that at first sight they appear to be one 
with them. The )nandapa measures 18 ft. 9 ins. by 18 ft. 7 ins. inside. From a draw- 
ing of the temple made by Ganiells it appears that the mandapa had originally 
a conical roof. I’lie walls of the sanctum (17 ft. 3 ins. by 14 ft. (i ins.) are relieved, like 
those of the Jvohtasan temple, with bold horizontal mouldings broken by chases 

and grooves. The spire is of the usual form — being decoiated with a number 

of attaclied miniatures of itsoll. 'The dinalaka at the top is still intact, but 
the kalasa, etc., have disa|)j)eare(l. 

Inside, the sanctum, which is 7 ft. 8 ins. stpiare, is covered by a concave root 
constructed of stone slabs arranged in diminishing s»piares. In the summit of the 
ceiling is a bo.ss enclosed in an octagon. A ledge or nndin, 2 ft. 8 ins. high is 
built along the whole internal length of the west wall. A modern statue of Gane.sa 
which, it may be observed, is a characteristic feature of the Vaishnavite temples, 
is placed on the ledge. Dr. Ihichunan llaniillon .says that this tenqde and the one 
near it. now' known as the itlahadeva Mandir. weic' built br' Jlaja jMan Niiioh. 

Dnginally the tenqile was surrounded by an enclosure wall, .sections of 
which still e.xist on the east and wc'st. In the east wall is a dooi- ojijiosite the 
stair. Close to the teinplf. To the west, is a small chamber coxered by a dome. 

Ahout .7)0 yai’fls to east ol this tem|)le is another, known as the dlahadeva 
jtlandir, ot which only the sanctum is now' e.xtant. It measures J.3 tt. by 1.5 ft. 8 
in^. outside. 4 hi‘ flor r lias been (lug into b\' trcnisurc' seekers, and a liinja is 
now placed in the jiit. The porch or mandapa, if there was one, ha.s 
long disappeared. From the L. 31. B. (189.5) and from tin' Annual Progres' 
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liepui't of the Aicha3ological Survey, Eastern Circle (1902) it ap^iears that these 
two tenpiles were not known by any particular names until 1902. 

[g) Xone. (A) Good, (j) Martin’s Eastern India, p. 439, L. A. M. B. ; 301 ; A. S. R., E. C. 
(1902), 23. (A-) 1015, 2309. 

No. 65. — («) Grave of ^ah Bahawal Sliahid. 

(6) Less than a mile from the Palace on the west side of the plateau is a cave overlooking a 
sheer precipice with a drop of about 1,000 feet. The shrine is situated in this cave ; (c) Govern- 
ment ; (d) III ; (e) Not known. 

(/) In an overhanging rock on the north of the Bhukhi Khoh (the Hungry 
Bavine) is a small natural cave slightly enlarged artificially. A flight of rather 
unsafe steps leads down to a low narrow passage, through which one has practi- 
cally to crawl to the grave. At the foot of the saint’s tomb is a scj^uaie 
depression about 1 feet deep, in the south side of which are two windows for 
light. One of the windows is closed with a stone jCiU. The view of the forest- 
covered ravine and steep hill-sides from here is one of surpassing beauty. 
Above the rock containing the cave on the north side is a large yira tree, 
under which is the grave of ^rdi Baliawal's Bir, or spiritual adviser, who is 
said to have lived in natural nudity. The narrow jndh^'ay which close 

to the upper grave is known as the Laiiga ghatl (Naked road) and 
derives its name from tlie Saint. 

Bahawal is evidently an abbreviation for Bahau-l-Ihoiq. 

{g) None. {Ji) Good, {j) Dist. Gazet., Shahabad 153. {k) No photos possible. 

No. 66.— («) Jam’i Mcisjid. 

(6) Some 2 miles from the Palace on the road to the Liil Darwaza ; (c) The whole of the 
Rohtas hill is Government property ; (d) II a ; (e) 950 A.H. (1513 A.D.). 

(/) The Jam’i Jlasjid is generally known as the JunTa Masjid or ’Alamgiri 
i\Iasjid, although it was built long before the time of Auraiigzib. Jt is a fine 

th rce-donied mos(pie of 

white sandstone, with a 
high central bav screening 
the middle dome and 
decorated with sipierim- 
posed niches. The 2>i'ayer 
hall measures 71 ft. G 
ins. north to south by 
27 It. .3 ins. east to west, 
externally. The fiont oi- 
ea.st wall is piorccnl with 
3 arched eutrauces. 

Above till' highei' central 
arch is the Persian 

inseri^ition given below 
Jug. lOS.— .Jaiui iiasji.i, Roht.isvarb. above it again an 

arched window, the projecting sill of which shades .i part of the iusciiption 
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Tlie cornices of tlie walls are monldecl and decorated \vitli a narrow frieze 
of trefoil flowers, beneath crowning merlons in relief. Three fine arches give 

access to the 2 ti’^tyer hall, which is 
divided into three s(|uare coinpart- 
nients, each covered by a heniis- 
irherical dome on four arches. Tlie 
sciiiare walls are fir.'^t changed into 
octagons by filling in the corners 
with nias-ive oveiia232)ing stone- 
•slabs. which are sujijiorted o!i brackets 
and relieved with ^nlall niches 
on the face. The octagon.', are 
then converted into >extadecagons, 
in the same manner, to su^tport 
the domes above. Each side of the 
soxtadecagon contains a sijuare 
recess enclosiiio- a niche relievial with 

O 

a vase decoration (ya/ab inl^). The 
domes, which appear to have been 
jiainted on the undersides. had 
become unsafe and were tlioroughly 
leinured by the Archfeological De- 
partment in 1904-05. 

The central jiravei-niclie or inihi'dlt is enclosed by tliree concentric arches. 
In the centre (d' the hilJinlh is a small niclie. intended either for a lamp 
or for keeping a coj)}’ of the Duran. 

The coui'tyard in front was originallv flagged with stone slabs and jirobably 
also eiulosed liy a coni[)ound wall. The jravement is now broken and the 
courtyai’d is suri’ounded liv a low wall of drv rubble masonry, in which are 
sot the stone ujjrighls of a wire fencing. 'J'he arches of the j^rayer hall are 
closed by an iron grill and wii'e mOting to exclude birds and animals. 

(//) Over the central archwav of the jirayer hall is a slab of grey sandstone 
beuTing a Pei’sian inscription of two lines in Maskh characters. It reads as 
follows •- - 



Ftri. 100. — Jain'i .Masjid, interior; Itolitri'earli. 


(() 

^jkloU— J| 

(ij J.U...J) 4iJ-c Jl5 ^Jl Jxljj dfarl ‘‘E'l iiiAiy fr) 

4\ic dJJI ,.1.^ sfdJIj A 1 ,j Ux) iJ 41,') i> 

( S ) aj/j 

T I’liii slat 11)11 . 

L. 1. In the name of the .Merciful, tlu' most Conptassionate Alhlh. Prai.se 

be to Him to Azam llumavun. whose leal nam* is Ihiibat Khan, 

for the construction of the " .lami' Masjid '' in the reign of the I'evered Sultan 
of Sultius. chosen a.iul favoured by (foci, the Xourisher of all the L'uiverse. 
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Hazrat ^er ^ali, luav God on High increase what He has bestowed iqion 
him and lead him to that which pleases Him. Says the holy Prophet, peace 
and blessings of God be upon him, ” He who builds a mosciue here, God will 
build for him a house in the Heavens." And this (mosque) was (built) in the 
year 9-50 of the Hijrat of the Prophet, blessings of God be upon him. At the 
request of Parld (?) SarwaiiiT. 

ill) Good, {j) Dist. Gazet.. Shaliabad. 152 ; A. S. R. (1902-03), 58 ; A. S. R., E. C. 
(1902), 20. (1) 1018, 2313-15. 

Sassaram. 


No. 67.--(fl) Asoka inscription. 

(6) In a small cave now called the ChirajE-dan or lamp-room of Pir Chandan Shahid, 
and some 30 feet to the west of the Shahul's grave, which is situated on the summit of the 
Chandan Pir Hill some 3 miles east of the town ; (c) M. "Abdul (ihanl and others ; (d) Ic ; 
(e) 13th year of Asoka ’s reign. 257 B.C. It is the earliest of Asoka's Edicts. 


(/) The Asoka inscription at Sassaram 
of that Emperor (Elinor Pock Edict 1). 



I IG. J )0, 111 t hr < llll .I'^h 'hin I < .! \ r ) 

Mr"! ,,t ('iian'iaii ^aht*l 


contains one of the earliest edicts 
It is engraved on a small boulder 
and consists of 8 lines in archaic 
BrahniT characteis covering a space 
of 3 ft. 5 ins. in length and a little 
mure than a foot in width. A por- 
tion of the inscription is damaged; 
l»nt with the help of the other 
and more ])erfect co])ies of the 
Ivlict found at .Siddainli' in Mysore 
State, at Pupnath in the Central 
Provinces, and at Bairat near 
-laipur ( Pa j])fitana). Mi'. A. Smith 
has been able to translate the 
lecord aa follows : 

■■ The ft' III/ of (\rrr/ loii . 

" 'I'll us saith II is Sacred Ma jesty ; — 
h'or more than two years and a 
half 1 was a lav disciple, without, 
however, e.xerting inysidf strenuously. 
But it is more than a year since 
I joined the Order and have e.xc'rted 
iiiv.self st I'enuously. Dui'ing that 
tilin' the gods who wi'ie ri'garded 
as true all over India, have la'cu 
.show 11 to be untrue. For this is 
the fruit ot e.xi'rtion. Xor is this 
to be attained by a gri'at man 
oiih'. beeausi' e\en by tin' small 
man who e.xerts hiniselt niunensc 
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lieavenlv hli.^s iiiav be won. Ami for this ])iir])(ise lias the piect'pt been 

composed 

"Let small and great exert tlieniselves. ' My neighbours, too, should leain 
tills lesson ; and may such exertion long endure ! And this purpose will 
grow--yea. it will grow immensely — at least one-aud-a-half fold will it inn ease 
in growth. And this purpose must be written on the rocks, both afar off 

and here, and wherever there is a stone pillar it must be written on the 

stone pillar. 

And. according to this text, so far as your jurisdiction extends, you must 
.send it out everywhere. By the ‘ Traveller ' was the precept composed. 

25ti changes of abode of the fsata (oi- ‘ i.if Satas ). 

The document has been the subject of miu h learned discussion says 
3Ir. \’. A. Smith. " and geneial agi'eemeiit as to its interpietation Inn not yet 

been att. lined. The 
phiase ■ more than two 
years and a Iialf ’ 
should be mad. accoi-d- 
ing to some scholars, 
as eithei’ ' thirty-two 
years and a half.' or 
as ‘ tliii’ty-eight years 
and a half.' Simihn-ly 
the phrases ' more 
t han a yeai.’ and ' one 
vinir. in fact, nioi’i' 



Fli.. I I l.--lirijii'<'','ion (it till' -V'lika non i[iti(in in llic ( tiirradi-'t’oi. 


than a year ' arc 

sotiietimo coiiN'erted into 'a [leriod ot six years or rather more than si.v 
years.’ The mysterious concluding sciitenci' is a pu/,zh‘ dillicnit to solve, 

d'lie \aiying view> coiicei'ning the nii'aning of this edict iiix'oK’c widelv 

dix'eigent opinion.' on the histor\’ ol Asoka ' v ho in his llth ‘ regnal \ear’ 

15. f'.) 'Went forth on the road to wisdom (sdiiilxxlh i) and organized 

‘ ])ions tours (IJock Ivlict \’lll). and. as this document iidorms us. at the 
same time began to exert himself stremiotisly. In the course of "more 

than a year. say some sixteen nioiiths. he moved about with such zealous 
r.qiidity that he changed his camp or feni|)orar\' abode 2.)() times, and 

.'O made 2.‘)(i nn.\as. the person who pmloinied this feat, he dubbed 

him.-'cll I //a/Z/a. the man on the move, or th<‘ ' 'I’ravolhu.' The final wimds 
seen: to designate him also a.s tlii' Sa/ii. ol which the meaning is doubtful. 
1'he main piir]io'e ol this edict is to (niloici* the briel ]irecept " bet small 
and great exert theniseU'es. 

No I opy ot thi," edict Ini'- been discovered on a | " 


nllar. 


^ Ah'. \. Siiiltii ini', fli ilu K lie* I ill (in- Hn- ifadiiin'' ttf Mons. I*’, Sunarf and of l>r. F. W Tlittniaa, 

.ifnl lit- a'.Tffs. if li t lif-ni that flic if ndri iiif^ iiioro i lian two Vfais and a half and tiiio \ t'ar, in faot, inoie t iian one 
\ r,i I a If corM't'f . ilf al.'.f) iicufpt s that t hr liLniir'^ ( rrpraf^-d in w ord's in f fir Sa'-'<arati) \ f in ion) nrr luif a date 

biid that t }i*' w r,rd I iiulhn \u f I, if < \ n? in nf ^ jfhns io »ka rind iiof in f'lald ha c tr .i in' « air f Ikc . 
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(g) See above under (/). {h) A iiortion of tlie inscrijition has peeled off. The epigraph is 

well protected now. (j) Smith, Edicts of Asoka, 4-3-15; C. S. E., XI, 133 ; Smith’s Asoka. 
149-52 ; Dist. Gazet.. Shahabad, 1-55 ; I. A., YII, 141 — 00 ; C. I. I., I, 95 and 131 and plate XIV, 
(!■) 1376, 2468. 


No. 68.- (fl) Tomb ol Hasan Klia ii Sun. 

ib) In the centre of the town ; (c) Government, (d) la; (e) Eeign of Sher Shah (1539-1545 

A.D.). 

(/) Tlie tomb of Hasan Sun stands in tlie middle ot a large courtyard, 
345 ft. bv 290 ft., surrounded by a high compound wall of ashlar stones, from the four 

cornei's of which project 
four domed tuirets. The 
tomb is a large octagonal 
hall covered by a dome 
and enclosed by an open 
verandah on all side.". 
Including the verandah 
the tond) measui'es 112 
feet in diameter. Thiee 
pointed arches on each 
face lead into the 
veiaudah. which is 
S feet wide and is 
(.•overed liy a series of 
24 small domes, thi'ee on 
each side, resting on 

Fli-i. 112. — Hiiwxii Kli.lii Srii'i’s totiiO. Sa.''.<aiMin. . , 

transverse arches s])an- 

ning the arcad('. The outer wall of the veramlah is 5 feet thick; the 

buttiesses ol the arches being 5 ft. Iiy 4 It. 3 ins. in ])lan. The sotfits 

of the arches and (.n the small doiiu's eo\<M’ing the t'erandah w(Me onci‘ 
elaborately ornanienteil with thnal and gt'oiiuU rical (h'signs and (hirrmic veises 
pick’ed out 111 stucco, but tmieh of this ornamentation has disapjieared. 

In the \'('randah the outer wall face ot the tomb jirojier is relii'vi'd 
with 3 arched r('cesses in each sidm the c(‘nt?'al oiu' containing a doorwav 
ol the bracket-and-liiitel type; and aliox'e tlu'se doorwa\s are small arched 
windows, 'I'lie octagonal liody ot tlie tomb i-i."!*" high abo\'e the \'erandah 

roof and is linished with a coi’uice moulding and battlements in r('liet. ^\t 

the amih's of the octagon anil around the liasi* ol the large dome an' S 
small cupolas, each resting on six |)entagon;d pillars. I nternallw the tomb 
measures (12 It. (i ins. across. t hi- walls being 11 fei't thick. The 

walls are changi'd Irom the netagon into a sextadeeagon bv a sim|)lo proci'ss of 
corbelling, then to 32 sid es and finally to a circle, on which rests a largi' dome 
somewhat pointed m outline, Ixach side ol the se.xt adi'cagoii is relieved with 

a large /n// window ot Hindu design. 'I’lie."!' were prob.iblv meant for lighting 
till' domi'd hall, luit certain ol the domes of the verandah roof come exactlv 
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in front ui tJiein am] obstruct the liglit. Tlie S^-sided figure contain- a small 
arch in each side. Tlie .springing of the dome is orimineiiteil with a band of 

(ihiranie verses ])oldly picked out in 
stucco ; while its soffit nas painted with 
floral and geometrical designs. 

The grave of Hasan I^an (jccnpies the 
centre of the domed hall. To his right 
and left and also at his feet are 24 
other graves, probably of his lelations. 

To west ol the tomb, within the 

'•oiupound. i- an old nios(|ue with a 
s|)a<-i(ui.s ])iayei- hall. which is 

(■o\(n('d hy a flat loot snjipoited on 
massl\-e sfone Ixauns and jiillars. To 
south of the nios(|ne tluu'e is an old 
or school c(>nsistiug of an 

olilong Hat-roofed hall with a large 
court \'ai(l in front. 

A small door in tlu' west compound 
wall h'uds out to a hdo/J. with (/Jidts 

on tin' south and (uist sich's. and covered 
galhnies on the north and west. In 
the centn' of the hdnl'i is a large 

W<‘11. 

iff) Over the )inhi(Vi in the west wall ol the tonib is an iu,scri]>ti(»n of one 
line in Thul th characters i-eadiug ; — 

T !'(’ Km . 

‘'Kalima. h’arld-ud-] )Tn ^\ad-]bmva Abnl jMtizaflar f^r-r ^ah Sulfan (inidf- 
fhis (hiine ol the revered master Ifusain (soc) at thi“ rei(Uest of l^aikh Abbu 
(f) SarwanT."' 

(/') Till' lojnti is ill good cciiulition ; fait tlie coinjicaiiul i.s used liy tlie local jicople as a play- 
griaiiid and also to giaze their cattle iii. (j) Martin’s Eastern India, 1, 1114 ; L. A. .M. 41. 
htit-dt; : Dist. (lazet . Slialmhad. I.TT. (/.)lun7, ]t»16, 1T22-27. ]2_'l-27, 246:3, 1712-11. 

No. 69. (d) Tonib ot l^er ^ilh Sui'T. 

O') In the middle ol a huge lake to vest of the town (c) tlovernnient ; [d] la; (e) 9.72 

A.U. Ml.-) A.l). 

' Till' l.i-t tm- woiiF of till- iTi.^f I i|,l ii.ii aie clilUcnlf to icail with l•l•llaillt V. IJa-aii Kfrm is ii]i|iai'entlv ' alleil 
Mian 1 la-.aiii 111 t lie iTUCi i]tt ion. 1 > 1 . Jairnaluin 1 iainiltoii iiKo nives hi- name as 11 a.-eyii l\han. Aiiliii mi'jht he a 
Tin Kiianie of ’Ahi'.t- I Sanv.Iiii 1 , « lio wrote a iii'toii of Sher Miali. 



I'io. I l.'l.- l ia-aii kl. an'- tniiili, .-011111 L'ate ot (he 
c oiniioiiiiil. Sa— aiaiii. 
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(/) The magnificent Tomb of Sher ^ah one of tiie noblest sjiecimens 

Pathan architecture in India. It i.s an imposing structure of stone, 



ITc. 111. — 'I’oriili of SLei Sh.Ui Sfni, 

situat('d in the middle of a groat lake, and i’is(‘s fiom a loiiy stone teiTac(' 

(2]() feet long. 21 2 feet wide and 22 feet high) lesting on a still larger plat- 
form 2411 feet s(iuare. Ste])s on all four sides cd' the idatforni further lead do'.en 
to the water's edge and foiin an imposing base for the monument, h'or some 
unknown reasnii the lowei' platform in the eentn' of the lake was not built 

sfjuarelv with the cardinal points, .and in ordm- to com])ensate for this defect 
and to (d)tain tlu' corn'ct direction I'ot- the west wall of tlu' tomh whi(di 

contains the prac’er ni(die fata'ng tlie K'aba — . tin* upper teriaua' has laam built not 
s(piarelv u])on it but oblhpiely to its sales. Originally the terrace was connected to 
the domed iioiadi oii the m)rth side of tin* tank liy a. bridgt' of andies. of which 
the ruins W('re seen bv illiam llo<lg(‘s betwiam I7S()-S.‘{ In 1S.'{2 when 
Ihudianan lla.milton visited tin* tomb, the only means of acia'ss to it was a 

laft nnuh* (d bamboo fi’auu'-work on earthen jai's : and the largi* dome was then 
erowiK'd li\' a cupola. When the Imdding \V.as restoied 1)\- ( lox'ernnu'ut in 1SS2, 
this cupola was pulled down and re])laeed by a. pinnacle similar to that on the 
tond) (d Hasan fTau Surf ; and a eaiisewav .about 2.')(t feet long was built 

to (duiu'ct tlu* toml) with the northein "nh' (d’ the tanka The uppi'r teia’ace 

is suiinounted by ,a l)a t tlenu'iited ])arap<'t Wall on all four siih‘s. pi('rced with a 
doorwa\' in the east, \vliich toians the only appioacli to the tomh ,\t I'acli 

cornel' of the teri'ace is a large oetaaonal chamber covered liv a dome with 
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arclied doorways on all sides, tiiuse facing the lake heiiig provided with a 
low balustrade of stojie. A little distance from these corner ciiand>ers occur 

'.mall pyi'amidal-i'oofed 
balconies with four 
slender pillars, which 
stand out boldly from 
the walls on massive 
corbel-brackets. and 
•serve to bri'ak the 
outline veiy pleasinglv. 
Tnu small docu'Wavs 
centrally in the south 
iind east walls open 
(jii to double flights 
of stt'ps leading down 
to the water's edge; 
but on the west side 



Fic. 11.1. — Tumi) of sI'T Sh.lh. Ea.st fatailc mid .s. K. touc-r of t hi' ti'oaci.. tlie StCllS are nuiclna! 

.Sa'sarruii. ... 

tliruugh side openings 

in the wall, the cential section of which breaks lorward a litlh' bevoml the 

line ol the walls pi'ohaMv to serve the ])ur|)oses of a yam/// mosi|iie. 

Ifetweeii the base o) the great octagonal building ami the walls ol the 

termci' theie is a clear space of .Tii leet on all sides. 'J'h(‘ tomb itsell stands 

on an octagonal ])liiith I ft. (i ins. high and l.'f.f b'ct in diameter. It consists of 
a huge octagonal chamhei covered with a grand hemispherical dome a ml miclosed 
by a lohv N'eramlah on all siih's. 


Ill each side ol the verandah are three loltv arches ol !) lei't sjiaii. with 
bosses decorating their spamirils. The walls aic about 32 leet high and are 
.surmounted by batthuiieiits .j leet high, d’he chlKijjd. cvhich is not mnw d(‘(‘p. 
is supported on massice bracloUs ol Hindu d<‘sign. below which runs a coji- 
tiiiiioiis li.iml ol glazed tiles of different colours dark-blue, light-blue, cellocw and 
"hite. I he spaces between the brackets are also decorateil with panels of glazed 
tiles, chiefly dark-blue on a white ground. Tin* verandah is 10 feet wide and the 
buttri'sses of Its outer ai'i lies are each .") ft. 9 ins, sipiare. J nternall\-, the verandah 
Is covered by a series ol 24 domes, each supported on 4 arches. 4’hese however 
do not ajipeai on the outside, the rool being (piite flat. At each anu|e of the 
N'er.indah loot is a he.xagoiial cupola, lesting on si.v jientagonal jiilhirs. 'I'he 
domes of these cupolas were di\ided into jiaiK'Is fiy narrow' lines of white glazed 
lib's, which aie now' ol a greyish coloiii' and not iioticealile from a distance. 

The tomb piopei consists of a large octagonal hall 71 ft. .7 ins. in 
dia, meter. '1 he walls are 1 (i feet tliick and are leliex'ed with three loft\' arches 
on e.ich side, the ceiitial one ol which (ontain.s a doorwa\' of the bracket-a iid- 
liiitel t\ pe. <s ft- 7 ins. wide with a .small arched window higher up in the arch. 

I he w'est w'.dl how'e\'(>T, contains the 'iinhrdb or [iraver niclie. so that there aic 
only 7 doorways in all. 
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The ■walls of the tomb are carried to a height of 22 feet above the 
verandah roof as an octagon ; but internally they change into a sextadecagoii 
at a height of aliout 2o feet from the floor, each side of the sextadecagoii 
being pierced ■with a large -window of the bracket-and-liiitel type screened 
by stone julT fret-work. The jail work in these window is of various designs, 
and in all there are 8 different jiufterns, each confronting pair being of similar 
design. The sextadecagoii is obtained by a simple process of corbelling. 
Above the windows the walls are converted into 32 sides in the same way, 
and each side is relieved witli an arched recess. 'J’his is surmounted by a 
circle siipjiorting the great dome, which, according to fleneral Cunningham, 
is the largest in Xorthern India and more than 100 feet high from the floor 
of the octagonal chamber. Fi'om the centre of the dome is suspended an iron 
chain with a jierforated metal crescent at its end. The grave of ^er Sliah is 

situated on a low jilinth in the centre of the tomb, and at his feet are 24 

other giaves containing the relics ol his favourite officers and coni])anions-in- 
arms. The jandcs and spandrils (»f the arch containing the aiihrdb in the west 

wall are profusely decorated with numerous (^)uranic verses and inscrijitions, 
with glazed tiles of various colours arranged in geometrical patterns, and with 
beautiful floral carving in stone enclosed in enamel borders. .Aluch of the caiv- 
ing, however, has peeled off. 

In the south wall of file south-east dooiway of the tomli. a bioad and 
steep stair leads u]) to the \-(‘randah i-oof. and further ipi to the to]) of the 
octagonal walls of the tond). These walls, which, as aheady meidioiu'd aie carried 
to a height of 22 feet al)oV(' the verandah roof, ])re.sent the a])])eai-ance of a second 
storev r('ceding some Hi li'et behind the lowtu- one. On the toj) ot tliese 
walls are eight hexagonal cU])ola.s at the corners, each stamling on six pentagonal 
])illai's. The drum of the large dome is l(i-sid(‘d. it is 1] feet high aiul al)out 
80 feet in diametei'. Around it runs a ])a.ssag(“ S ft. 3 in.s. wide enclosed by a 
low ])ara])et wall and accommodating small cu])olas at the angles of tlu' octagon. 
The walls of the drum are oi-nameided with false l)attlenients at the s])ringjug 
of the dome. 'I'hc total height of tlu* toinl) u]) to th(> to}) of the fiiual is 

believed to be about 120 te('t al)ove the high stone terraci' on which it stamls, 

and about f-AO fcnU above* the \\iit(*r of the suiroundiug hike. 

Ill the (h'sign of this great structure* twei foature*s ha\(* b(*en intreielui.e'el 

wliieh a])])ear tei peiint tei fliuelu influe*ne-i*. Beith the leifty l)asemi*ut anel the 
siirreeiiueliug lake* aie* feeunel in eertain llinelu tenpiles : anel whe‘u. ;is he'ie*. they 

are* e-euubiue'el with eorbe'llmg anel flat are hit ra\e*s in the* inner ehieerways. if 
is eliffieult te) le'sist the* eeenelusiem that the* eh*sign was largely intlue*nee*el b\- 

llinelu traelitioiis. The* teeiid) is re*ma rka l)le* feir the* gre*at span eii its ehenu* : 
while leer grauele*ur and ilignit\- it is Mirp,is.se*el b\- fe*w memuuie*nt.s in Xe)rthi*rn 
I nelia. 

Inclueling the* broad >tidrs at e*ith(*r e*nel eel the* e-ause*way, the* a])})roa<-h 
to the* tomb i.s 3S(i le*e*t in le*ngth. l]e*twe*e*n the* staiis the I'anscwav is 234 

f*e*t hum with ;i eulve*it of 2 arehe*.-. m the mielelle*. The* lake* in which the* 

tomb is sitmite*el mea''Ure*s ],13(i fe*e*t e*a>t tei west liy SU.A neuth tei vonfli. Tin* 
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present walls of the tank were eoiistructed only a tew yeai-> hack wIhmi tlie 
size of the tank was also reduced Oy about 100 to 1.50 feet each way. The 
original dimensions of tlie lake were about l.*2oo feet by 9.50 leet. 

The porch at the noidh end of the cau.seway consist' of a doiiied chamber 
about 3.5 feet s([uare externally. It is also built on a raised plinth and i.s 

lighted bv four arched openings, one in the middle of each side. To east and 

west of it ai'e the remaiiis of two .small qioidfi niO'([ues. About the middle 
of the ea.st side of the lake is a modern iflidt built by Shah Kabirud-Din, 

iSajjada A’a.^In of Sassaram. a leading .spiiit of the town in the fifties of the 

last centurv. through whose offices in keeping the pojjidace calm and loyal 
thojugh the dlutinv the title Aasirul-Hidckam was be.stowe<l on the town of 
Sassaram hr the British Government. The g//d/ has lieen built in jrleasing style, 

its kiosks being of the same tvpe as the little biacketed cupolas flanking 

the domed chandlers at the corners of the lofty terrace of the tomb. 
Originally tliere were (jltdls on all four sides of the lake. They were de'troyed 
tecently wlien tlie size of the lake was also leduced to its present dimensions. 

The lake is connected with a canal on the west side, and is the only 

source of drinking water for the town. 

(//) In and around the prayer niidie or inlhrdb in the west wall of the tomb 
ar(‘ carved in stone numerous verse.s from the <^uran. and the following inscrip- 
tions in Xasldi characters : 

(i) In a small arched recess above the inihrdb. an imscription of two lines 

reading : 

t.y} «JJ) syl yXi.!* idiy^ 

■' The holy toinb of tlie revei-ed Sultan Slier Shah. .May God illuminate 
his gi'as'e,” 

(ii) Till' oufci’ liand on tiie straight sides of the nil/n'db contains a (fiiranic 

Sdrah : the corresponding innei' liand contains tin' fidlowing insmijitiou ; 

...di iff ^ 

ijllaf.- y iXi/* dtJIxii. 41,2: ; iiraj..') 

t^^l I ^^^2. 1 ^ ^ dtlf y 

T I'ti iisl d! 1(111 . 

Bistiiillah a nd K'aiima : 

■■During the n‘igii ot the helpm- ol Islam and .Muslims, tlu' uprootm- of 

heresy and ie\i\er ol k’aitli. who is li<‘lj)(“d Ironi the IleaN'ens on high, the 
coiw|iieror ot enemies, {nanielv) IsiTm ( Salim or Islam) l^ah. th(‘ King. .Ma\' 
(b)d jierpetnate his kingdom and supremacy, and iiniy lb' incri'ase his state 
and digiutv! In the \-car 9.52 on the 7th day <d the month id .Inmada 11.” 

The nani'j of the month is carx'ed in a. small recess in the i cut re o| (lie 

tiiiln'dh. ’I'his inscription doi's not ajipear to !ia\'e been noticed belore. It 
indicates that the tomb was completed in the reign ot Salim fTah or Islam 
.;;Tah, some three nionths after the death ol Sher Slia h. who bre.ithcal his last 

at Krdmiar on the loth ol llabi' T. 

’ r, i.'i .\. II. 
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(iii) Below tlie small recess iu the centre of the mihicih is a small slab of 
stone bearing a Persian verse which reads as follows ; — - 

Jlwjlj.it j j^4l/*jlj4 Jlw * Jtwjlj* Ijb yi Jlih ULi 

May you live 0, King, for a thousand years. May each year be of a 
thousand months, and each month as long as a thousand years.” 

(iv) In the north wall of the east entrance of the tomb is a granite slab 
(o ft. 9 ins. by 3 ft. 9 ins.) fixed in an arched recess and bearing the following 
inscriptions of 18 lines in English : — 

■■ This tomb, built for himself by Sultan Farld-ud-din ^er Shah, Emperor 
of India, wherein he was buried Anno Domini 1.54.5, was repaired by the British 
Government during the Yiceroyalty of George Frederick Samuel Robinson, 
Marquis of Ripou. under tlie Goveniorsliijr of the Honorable Augustus River 
Thompson. Lieutenant Governor of Bengal. Anno Domini 1882. 

(/i) Good, ij) L. A. M. B., 366-68 ; Martin’.s Eastern India, I, 4‘24-30 ; Dist. Gazet,, Shaha- 
bad, 1.55-7: S. A. B., Xll, 2o6-7 : C. 8. R., XI. 13:3-37: A. 8. R., E. C. (1902), 21 : Qanimgo'.s 
^er Shall. .lOD-lO I : Feign, 'Son'.-. Hi.st. of Indian Arcliitoctui'c. II, 217-1!*: HavelT' Ind. Arch.. 
155-7 : Havell ' Hist, of Aryan Rule in India. 414 and 449 : 8inith’s History of Fine Art, 405-06. 
(k) 995 to 1002. 1005, 1228-31, 2459-62. 

No. 70. (u) 'ruml) of 'Alawal Kliaii. 

(6) About two miles to south of the Inspection Bungalow and half a mile south of the town ; 
(c) Government ; (d) H a ; (c) During the reign of 8 her Blnlh 8rirl (1539-45 A.D.). 

(/) The tomb <d' 'Alawal l^iin i.s situated in tlie middle of a large court- 
yard enclo.sed on all four sides l)y a iiigh stone wall now extensively restored. 

The enelosme measures 
] 12 ft. 10 ins. by 111 ft. 
4 ins. on the outside. 
The walls ai'O built of 
finely chiselled sand- 
ston(‘ ])i'ocured. it is 
said, from the lirirlxiii 
hill to south. ( fiiginally 
there ajipi'ar to liavi' 
beiMi thiee (Ultra nces 
into till' interior, but 
tliO'C in the north and 
south walls ha\’e di.s- 
appeai'ed and tin' gati*- 
way in the east side 
J'Tn. TomiIi uf Al.twal Kli.'ui. Sassar.Ini. HOW forms the Olllv 

entrance. Tin' east and west walls are in a lair stati' of ])i('st'rvation. All 
round the walls at a height <d’ 3 ft. (i ins, from tin' foundation or plinth 
is a jiroji'cting moulding, and higher up just la-low tin' ])ara]iets was another. 
The gatewav on the east consists ol a large lintel-headi'd door iiist't in a 

2 n 





192 


LIST OF AXCTEXT MOXUMEXTS PROTECTED rXDEP> .ACT VII OF 1904 


doiilile arc]i. TJie linteLs. together with the hraekets supporting them, and the 
upper portions of the jaiidis. ai'e lieautifully carved with A'arious fioral and 

geometrical de.signs ; and tiie spandrils 
of the arches are orjiameuted with 
lios.',es. The flanks of the gateway 
ai'e relieved with thi'ee sU])ei'iniposed 
andied recesses, and aie surmounted 
l)v two cupolas each standing on tour 
sleuiler pillars. I nteiiially. the eiudosure 
Is nearlv lo3 feet syuai’e. At eacJi of 
tlie four comers is a small chamlier 
(S ft. 2 ins. s(|Uare internally), the 
OIK' at rh(' nortli-west corner being 
two-storeved with a flat roof and the 
remaining rhiee being surniounteil by 
hemisphei ical domes n'sting on four 
s(|Uare pillais. .About the lentre ot 
tlie west w.dl is tin' prayer iiicIk' or 
iinhi'i'ili decorated with arched recesses 
and siirmonuted by two cupolas in tin' 
s.iuK' way as the gate in front. 

Inside the enclosure are three graves, 
Flc, 117.- -TdiiiI) of .\|,tuiil Ktrin. l-t.-ol ( late. S;,.ssai .un. f||(> westeinillost o) wliiidl is said to bc 
tliat (d '.Mawal l^an. The leinaining two proliai)!}' contain the leinains of 
certain of liis i-elatimis. 

.Accoi'ding to local tradition. .Vlawal l^iln was entrusted l)y ^er f^ah 
with the construction of his loinb; but he took nnhor a(h'antag(' of his ])osi- 
tion to select and appro|)i'iate lot his own tomb the liiK'st stones and caiwings 

]n-epaied tor that ot his master. " It is said that when Sher Shrih came to 

know ot tins he launched siudi an obsci'iicly abusu'c anathema against a,ll 

A\'ho should ('\'er go to sec tins b(‘autilul tomb ol Ins l)arogha. that to tins 
e\’cr\' inhabitant id Sassaram resents as abuse any (|nestion put to him 
which implies his ha\ing paid or inti'iided to pay a visit to that tomb. 

Legend, howcNcr. has not done justice to kVIawal j^aii. His full name was 
jnoliablv '.Maiiddin l^a n and he was superintendent id' buildings under t^er 
^ah. ,is well as under Sultan Salhii. Ins son and successor. Ib' was one of 
tlie two generals under whose command .,.DO(i horsemen wi'ie scut by Sher 

Shall to help K 1c liTi-( ’ha k . the disposses.sed inler ol Ktislnnlr. in ousting Haiihir 
.\l'ir/a- ,i protege ot the .Mughal I'anpi'i'or lluniayiin. ((k'limugo s /^//rr Sjiith 
p. 23 G, footnote, ijiioting from TdlxKjdl-i-ALIxnl. I’ers. Te.\t p. (illl.) It is 
true iliai stones iiscd in this tomb a, re finely cinsidled. but the e.\:pla na t ion ol 
this is perhaps to be found m the fact tlnd the sionewmk' was ]»ossibly not 
intended to be jikistercil o\e?-. The caiwings in this tomb an* more than 

ef|ualied b\- some ot the caixiiigs in the gi'aiid mausoleum of ^cr ^ah. d'ln* 
legend must be j»uf down as a mytli. I here is no dome over the gra\e of 
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’Alawal lAan and none was ever built. Tlie enclosure wall is said to have 
been demolished by Mr. Eyre, Deputy Magistrate of Sassaram, who built a 
Sardi with the materials. 

{g) On the grave of 'Alawal lAan are the following ‘ Kalinias — 

Translation. 

“ There is no god but God, and Muhammad is His Apostle.’ ” 1 stand 
witness to the fact that there is no god but God, — -He is alone, without a 
partner, — and that Muhammad is His slave and Apostle.” 

(h) Good, (j) L. A. M. B., 364; Dist. Gazet., Shahabad, 158; A. 8. R.. E. C. (190-2), ‘ 
■21. (k) 1012, -2464. 

Shergarh. 

No. 71. — (a) The Shergarh Fort; 

(6) 19 miles from Kudrii Railway Statioa atid 8 miles south-west of Chenari, a thana in the 
Sassaram Subdivision ; (c) Bfibu Madhusudau Dass of Benares and Babu Nirraal Kumar of 
Arrah ; (d) II c ; (e) Reign of Sher Shah Sfiri (1539 — 1545 A.D.). 

(/) The fort stands on the toj) of an outlying liill wliich rises abruptly 
from the plains and is bounded on two sides by the River Durgavati. Gn 

the other two sides, nortli 
and east, are tiaces of 
a large earthen dam, made 
])robably foi’ hohluig u]> 
i-ain watei- near the foot 
of the hill. The ascent 
uj) the hill was by a 
Hio'ht of broad easy stejis 
winding with short zig- 
zags : but many of the 
steps have been dis])lae(‘d 
bv trees growing in and 
around them. 'I'he large 
JTc. Its. — Slii'i'.LOili I'dit : bast “ale. sliciuiiiir sentry Ixixes, from N. W. gateway on the to]) ot 
the stepped asecmt is luined now. but the ))astions guarding its right oi 

noith flank sfill exist. On the iniHu- face of the bastions is a guards 

bai’raek eonsistino ol a single room (about (itt leet by 4(1 leet) I'oofed 

with stoiK' flags supported on stoiu' beaiiis and ])ilhirs. Many ol the stone 
bt'ains have broken in the middle, and in .si'veral ])laees the roof lias lalh'U 
in. A stair in the soiit h-wi'st corner leads u]) to the root of t lu' barrack 

which is (piite flat, and is siin-ounded liy a scj'it's ot kiosks or sentry lioxos 

with low ])arap(‘t walls lietwi'en. 'I'he smitry boxi's are mere cupolas su])])oi-tml 
(>aeh on 4 sipiare ])illars and coviM-ml liy a [lyraiiiidal root or a dome. ( fri- 
ginaJIv they gave access to small projecting windows, which have disa))- 

peared. 



2 1 ) 2 
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The iilateau ef ^ergarh is ahout 4 miles in circumference and consists 
of two elevations divided by a depression in tlie gi-ound. wliere there is a 
large tank. TJie edge of tiie plateau was jiroteeteel all round by battlemeiited 
walls with kiosks and other buildings at irregular intervals ; and the gateways 
were defended b^' bastioirs on the outside, and provided with guard house.s 
near them internally. The battlements are still standing in many places but 
the kiosks, parapets, etc., have fallen. The wall is some 27 feet thick near 
the dJain Gate, about 10 feet of which is occupied by the loopholed parapets 
and the remainder by a pa,ssage or terrace some 10 or 17 feet wide left l)ehind 
them for the defence of the walls. Access to the top of the walls was gained 
In' double stairs provi<led at intervals. 

Grossing the crest of the hill to the south-west through the jungle which 
Covers the whole plateau, one comes to a drv artificial tank about a hundred and 
hftv varrls across. The tank is lined with masonry and in the old days 
must ha^■e contained water all the year round, but iiow-a-day.s it is generally flry 
e.xcept during and immediately after flu* rains. 

Leaving tlie tank to right and proceeding further south, tlnu'e is anothei' 
flight of steps leading up to the inner fort or palace, which is situated on a 
natural eminence above the level of the rest of the Shergarh hill. The step.s 
are broken and the gat(‘ lias lost its roof and jambs, etc. Internally, the gate 
is hanked by an open pillared hall on either side, said to Inn'c been used as 
offices. fl'hat mi the right or west i.s 39 feet long and 18 feet wide, the other 
on the east measuring 41 ft. (i ins. by 18 ft. Their roofs were, as usual, flat 
with large stone flags I'esting on heavy stone beams wliicJi in turn wiu’e supported 
on stone [lillars. l)ur they have fallen in several jilaces. Going to riglit 

or west from this, the main gate of the citadel, one finds another .small 

gatewac'. which is also ajiproached by a flight of steps and was originally 

decorateil with (‘laborati" carv'ings. 'I'he gateway has collapsed but some of 

the carved stones an* Iving u(*arl)v. Glose to this gate, in a lai'ge court to 
west, are two underground chamiters, access to which is gained by flights 

of steps. One (d them, t(» west, is a dome-covenal well containing about 
3 feet of \'er\' good Wati'r, whiih. though in c(mstant usi' by all the 

cowherds and otheis. is said never to decrease or increase. iSurrouuding the 

well is a J2-.sided cci'andah I'oofed lyv a vault, which is lighted l»y a large 
sky-light. 

'I’lu' othei’ undeiground room is \'ery dark and damp. Jt measines 2J ft. 
3 ins. s()uare and is covered bv !> small domes resting on heavy ai’ches. It is not 
clear for what puipose it was used, indess arms. ?nuintion.s. or provisio?rs were 
stojed here in the old days. 

'I’o West (d these i Inimbers is flie east wall of a mos(|Ue. \\hi(di has otln'r- 
wise compI(d(dv disajipeai'cd. its del)ris ladng o\'ei’gro\\ ii with jungle, I’ossiblv 
son;e ata ha-ologically interesting stones may li(‘ Imrual in tin' mins 

I’i'oceeding almig the north wall of the citachd to west, om* couu's upon 
aaiother small gate \',hi(h forms the r(‘al entrance into tin' pula' es. 'I'h ‘se 
latter consist of a large couityard (some 300 ft. by 200 ft.) enclosed on all sides 
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by a series of oblong rooms and galleries, with a covered stair and a set of 
Ladies clianibers in the middle of each side. To vest of this is a similar 
court, which probably served as a kitchen and servants' quarters. The Ladies' 
chambers have no doors opening out into the courtyard, but were entered from 
the galleries and oblong rooms on either side of them. Thev were probably 
occupied by the chief s wife and other female relations ; while the oblong rooms 
with ojien galleries in front of them were used by their attendants, etc. The 
rooms communicated with each other by means of doors in the partition walls. 
Small niches were provided in the back walls and windows in the front walls 
of all the chambers except those in the centre which, it seems, may possibly 
have been two storeyed in height. Some of the door jaml)s are relieved with 
elaborate carvings of geometrical design. The roofs were all flat, with stone 

flags supported on beams and lullars ; but almost all the roofs have now fallen 

in. A closed room in the south-west corner of the is said to have 

been used as a latrine. 

In the centre of the courtyard is a small tank :23 ft. 9 ms. s<(uare and 11 feet 
deep. In the middle of each of its four sides is a flight of steps leading down 
to the water, and all round the tank was a covered galleiy about 12 feet 

wide, some pillars of which are still standing. 

Ill the courtyard of this palace, which is locally known as the ‘ Bara 

Angna ' or larger court, aie three uiulerground ciiambers, one of wliich. in the 
south-west quarter, is called the S(lch(jli(ti\ another to north-west of the tank 

being known as the lidnhyh. and the third to north of the tank as the Chliotd 
Rniucns. The XdclinJia/- measures about 48 ft. by 45 ft. and consists of a single 
chamber 24 feet square surrounded by a verandah (8 ft. wide) and lighted by 
arched openings on all sides. 'I’he chamber is some 4 feet lower than the 
verandah and is covered by a flat dome. The verandah has a vaulted roof 

which is pierced by a number of ventilators, large and small. The north- 

west corner of the verandah has a]q)arently sunk, foi- the roof has cracked 
diagonally. 

The lldnlcds is a large chamber, in(‘a>nring about .59 feet east to west 

bv .‘57 feet north to south, e.xcluding a narrow passage or gallery running along 
its east side. It is built in two terraces, the eastern being some 14 inches 
hiifhei' than the western. Tin' highei' tmi'ace is coviued partly bv a vault 

running north to south and partly by a siu'ies of three Hat domes, all resting 
on i)oint('d arches, which stand on stout masonry ]iillars. The western ])t)rtion 
is siinilarlv roofed with a long vault and <• domes arranged in two ro' s ol 
three each. Both the domes and the vaults ar<' ]Mei'ced by small sipiaii' ventila- 
tors, whih' the vaulted ]iassag(‘ to east is lighted by a large opening at tlu* 
south end of the roof. Si.x small arched windows o]Km trom tlu' narrow passagi' 
towards the chandx'r, into which a. stone shelf, two teet. deep, projmts from 

till' wall just bi'low tlu'se windows. 

Tin' Clihold Jidtnrds is a small domed room to east of the huger Iid)ilrd.^. 
The interiors of all tlncse thre<' (diamlxu’s are finished with a vmv tine plaster' 
sui'face. 



196 


LIST OF AXCIEXT iIOXLiIKXT> PROTECTED CXDER ACT VII OF 1904 


It lias l>een .suggested that tliese iiiidergroiuul rooin> were u>e(l hy tlie 

ladies of the Zaiiflua in time of siege and as cool resorts during the hot weatlier. 
But it would seem more jirobahle that they were only store-rooms : for Sher- 
garh. unlike Kohtas. possesses no tracts of red arable soil within its confines, 
in wliich grain ffjr the garrison could be grown. The rooms are well preserx-ed. 

The CliJiotd Anynd, or smaller court tc» west, consists of a srprare courtyard 
enclosed by walls, with a small room at each of the four- corners, and pillared 
galleries irr between. Access to the court is gained from the roof of the western 
wing of the larger court by a covered stair at eaclr end of the roof of the 
east wing of the Cliliotd Aiiijnd. Architecturally there is nothing remarkable 
about this building, which probably contairred the kitcherr and .servarrts’ rooms ; 
thoirgli Dr. Bloch srrggested its itse as the Ladies" (piaiters. A door in the 

west wing commands a pr-ospect of great beauty over the liills and vallevs 
beyond tlie r-iver Dur-gavatl. whicli hows at the foot of ^er-garh. Accor-ding 

to Buchanan Hamilton, the ^ergarh for-f was built by .%er ^ah after he 
had alr-eady begun to foi-tifv Bolitasgarh, as he was struck with its superior 
advantages as a site for a forfrress. Jn the absence, however-, of any authority 
for- the statement and in view of the fac-t that l^er ^ah (-arefully maiutaineil a 
large gari-ison in Bohtasgarli. it seems e(|ually })robable that in builditrg this 
fort he was obset-ving his vow that, if his life lasted long enougli. he would 

build a foit in every sarl'di' which cvordd. in times of trouble, become a i-efugo 

for the o])pi-essed and a (-lier-k to the (ontumacimis. 

The fort is not maintained by the Ar-(-h;eo!ogi(-al Department as a ■’('entral 
chat-ge.’" 

(g) None, {h) Kuinous. (j) List. Oazet., bhahabad. ir.1-2 ; Martin’s Eastern India, I, 4.'!0 ; 
A. b. K., E. C. (1902), 2:3--24. (/,-) 2400-2470. 
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CHOTA NAGPUR DIVISION. 

PALAMAU DISTRICT. 

Palamau. 

No; 72. — (a) The forts at Palamau. 

(6) 20 miles south-east of Daltongunj and 4 miles east of Betla, a small village with an 
unfurnished Rest-house of the Forest Department ; (c) Government ; (d) II a ; (e) 17th 

century A.D. 

(/) Tliere are two fuits at Palamau, known resjrectively as the Purana 
and Nava (^lil’a, though doth appear to he of approximately the same date. 

The tirst is said to have been built by Medan! llai. the greatest of the C'hero 
liajas of Palamau. and the seconrl by his son Prati!]) Kfii, in the first half 

of the 17th centuiy. 

The Old Fort stands on high grounil wliich rises in terraces, the u])per or 
western lialf of the area being divided from the lower by a high transverse 
wall running north to south. The fort is rectangular in jdan, measuring about 
•2.70 v.irds east to west by alauit l.jO yards north to south. The walls are built 
of rougli rubl)le in mortar, and are about 2.7 feet high and 7 fetd thick. At 
a height of some 17 feet from the ground the wall face on flu- inner side 
projects forward slightly over a simple coved string-course, so that the u])])er 
portion is about a foot wider than the ba.se, — ;i featui'i* ])eculiar to this fort. 

The walls aie surmounted bv tlie usual loopholed battlements on the outside 

and a small paiaiad (about .4 feet high) on the inside, a ]>a.ssage from .‘5 ft. !) ins. 

to .7 ft. (i ins. wide b(‘ing left on the to|) between. 

Some ’20 vards to the soiitli-ea.st of the bnaudi througit which the visitor 
enters and w hi(di was made ly the Pritisli Artillery in 1772 is a ininons brick mos(jue 

ol domes with 

octagonal towiu's a,t the 
tmds id the back or 
west wall. The ])ra.yer 
cha,mbei’ measures in- 
ternall\- 4!) It. (i ins. 
Iiy P2 ft. 3 ins. 'I'ho 

moM|ne i.> the oid\' 
bi'ick binlding on tin' 
site. Its walls ai’e l> 
loot thick’ and a ci mi se 
ol stcme slabs is built 

into theiii at the tioor 

le\ el . ( )\ er till' cent ra 1 

arch (d the niosipio and 



i’i< 1 in. — .Mt i-stjUf in Mif ( )|« I I '»»i t . r.il.ini.iu. 
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also over the praver-iiiehe v'ere formerly two stone slulis prohahly healing in>crip- 
tioiis, wJiieJi luive long sinee been removed. According to the T<lnkh-i-lJu‘'i'idiu, 
the mosque was built bv lAViid l^aii (^)uriii^r. the conqueror of Palaniau, 
in 1072 A.H.. as a souvenir of liis con(|iiest. Some 50 feet to north-east of 
the mos(|ue is a high arched gateway in the north wall of the fort, opening 
into an outer court about 40 feet .sipiare and enclosed by high walls on all 
sides. Jn the west wall of the court is a similar arched gateway leading 
outside the fort ; while in the north wall a .steep stair gives access to the 

top of the walls through two small domed chambers, one at each end of 

the outer gatewa\'. The chamliers are small, being only 0 feet square, and 
have openings on all sides, of which those towards the country were originally 
closed with masonry These chambers were jjrobably used as watch 

towers. 

'file high crijss wall which divides the fort into twai jiortions is pierced, 
near its junction with the north fort wall. Iiv a gateway, the iqqier storey of 
which consists of a long pillared verandah, which may have been used as the Xaubat- 
l^aiia whence musicians announced the movements ol the t'hief. The gateway 
imids into a large court about <>D feet square, enclosed by bigli walls as usual. 
In the south-west corner of this c(»urt was once a .spacious room with two 
(tool's on the east ; and in tin' south wall an arched gateway, now bricked up, 
h'd to fin' Zanaua palace buildings. Close to the gateway in the high cross 
wall tlieu' is a (h'cp well cut in the solid rock, access to which was gained 

liy means of a vaidted tunnel. Of the enclosui'e of tin* Z.inana palace 

onlv the west wall and a few small fragments of the other walls here and 

there e.vist ; and <d the foui- doidile-storeyed buildings s(*en by Dr. Bloch in the 
])alac(* in 1!)02. only one remains fairly intact, the rt'st huN'inn fallen into ruins. 
'I'lie survi\'ing structure consists of two oblong chambi'ts in the lower stori'V 
(ho ft. by 14 ft. each) and one larg<' and two small rooms in the uppt'r. I'lie lower 
I'ooms are arrang(>d one behind the other. 'I'lie front or northern chamb('r has 
three arched doorways in tin* north w'all and one in the south. gi\ung access to the 

back room, which is further lighted 1)V three small windows, oiu' in (‘ach (d the 

three walls. Both looni' have vaulted rools. In fact. Hat I'oofs are nowhere 
met with at Balamau. All round the houst* was an open court. A broki'H 
stair along the ea,st w'aU (d the house (outer lace) leads iqi to the st'cond 

storey, which consists (d <in oblong chandler (.‘5 1 ft. b\' 1.4 ft.) on the south, an ojien 
tei'iace in lioiit enclosed b\' parapet walls, and two small domed chambers at 
tile south-ea.-t a 11(1 iiortli-west cornels. ’I'h(‘ domed chambers, which art* each 
onl\' <i feet sipiare. Iia\’e doors oi windows on all sides. d’lie jiarapet wall on 
the west is pieri ed with a /u/7 pattern, whih' the front or north wall contains 
three multiloil .irched openings. Thi' building was plastered as usual, a,nd traces 
(d paintings may aDo be seen ; but otherwise it is ipiite jdain and unpreten- 
tious. 

'\'o south-east ot the double sloii'yed building, at tin* south e.xtremityof the 
east wall (d the fort, is a large gati'way calle'l the iSingh Darwaza, which is 
in a relati\'('ly good condiiion. It opens out into a large court, in the south 
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side of which a passage leads to another gate with high curtain walls in front 
and on its south side ; so that one has to turn five times before gaining an 
entrance into the fort from outside. The eastern curtain wall of this gate 
has three chambers at the top, those at the ends being octagonal in shape and 
covered with domes, and the central one oblong-shaped with a vaulted roof. 
The curtain walls here are about 40 feet high, and hav'e the usual loopholes for 
arrows and muskets. The Singh Darwaza is a v’ery interesting example of a 
small fortress-gateway of its period. 

The Xeiv Fort is built on the upper slopes of a conical hill. It is also 
rectangular in plan and measures about 250 yards east to west by some 100 

yards north to south. 
The walls are 17 feet 
thick, and are built of 
rubble-stone masonry in 
mortar, which has not 
been plastered over. The 
main entrance is on the 
south, and at the ends of 
the southern wall project 
two large circular bas- 
tioiLs. In the thickness 
of the walls is a conti- 
nuous series of vaulted 
chambers 8 feet deep ; 
and on the top of the 

Kiu. 120.— Palamau New Fort, N.VV’, corner bastion, distant view i j ,i 

from the road. Walls are the usual double 

battlements, with a passage lb t(> 14 feet wide between. The lower chambers, 
which were appareutlv intended to accommodate the gariison. are provided 
with large square loop-holes for musketry at their floor level. Near the 

south-east bastion, and again to north of it, two high doorways of the lintel 
type lead into the chambers in tlie north wall, and similar entrances appear 

to have been provided at the other three corners of the fort. Some of these 
chambers on the south are two-storeyed. The protecting outer walla of the 
fort are only 4 ft. 9 ins. thick and thus lack the defensive strength of the heavier 
walls of the Old Fort described above. 

The bastions are octagonal inside, and are covered by hemispherical 
domes, which are pierced by four windows for light. In the middle of 

the floor of these bastions are two dry wells, which would seem to have 

been used for storing gun-powder and balls, ete. ; for although water 
would certainlv be re((uired in the fort, a more suitable place for the 
welLs would be somewhere in the open courtyard and not in the bastions 
themselves. 

The fort walls are built a little below the peak ; and on all fo ir sides of it 
hifj-h massive walls have been erected to form a large terrace, acies^ to which 
is "ained through a handsome vaulted room at the south-east corner, locally 

2 K 
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known as tlie Eaja s Kaelialiri. The room is entered tlirough a verandah 5 feet 
wide ; and to its south is a broad stair witli loop-holes, the first flight of which 

ends in a small chamber 
(11 ft. 9 ins. deeji) on 
the west side of the 
landing place. The 
stair then takes a turn 
to right or north and 
leads straight up to 
the tojj of the terrace, 
a door in about the 
middle of the stair also 
opening on to the roof 
of the Kachahil room. 

The main entrance to 
tlie tort, which is known 
as the Xagpiirl Gate, is 
Fig. RI. Patimau Xew I ort : top portion of the X.W. corner bastion. in tlie SOUth side and 

projects some 80 feet beyond the fort wall. It faces east, iiiid it would appear 
that there was at one time an outer court with curtain walls in front. Udie 




Fig. 1; — . PaJ.imau Xei\ Fort, Raja’.s Kaciiahri, froni S. FI. 


gate itself is ruined almost 
beyond recognition. but 
there still remains almost 
intact its remarkably fine 
outer faotide of close-giained 
stone most tdaboriitely 
decorated with n free 
tirabesque of ex()uisite work- 
manship and of a character 
typiciil of the Jahanglri 
style of IMughal architec- 
ture. Eeyond fins gtite 
are the usual guardrooms 
and it large coiiit, the 
limits of which tire marked 


a lew remnaiiTs ol its 


high (UK losing walls, hrom this court one liad fo turn first to north and then 
to west, where there were once two large carved stone windows, now' wholly 
ruined. I he Xagjniri gat(> is .said to liave been erected by IMedanT Eai, the 
greatest ot the Itaj/is of I’alamaii ; but another account ascribes the new fort 
to his successor Piatriji Hrd. 


I’alamau has had a 
and GIkuos all claim to 
to have migr'ated to 
place in Kil.S A.I)., was 


varied and chefpiered history. The Kharwars, Oraoms, 
have been the ruhms of Eohtrisgarh and sul)se((uently 
Palamau. Jlhagavat Jhli, who took possession of the 
the, fir.st of the long line, ot Chero chiefs who ruled 


i 
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there for 200 years. 3IedanI Rai, who has already been mentioned above, was 
the most prominent chief of the dynasty. After defeating the Maharaja of 
Chota Nagpur, he penetrated as far as Orissa, and made himself Lord Para- 
mount of the southern portion of Gaya and major part of Hazariba^ and 

Sirguja. The new fort is said to 
have been begun by his son Pratap 
Rai, but was never finished. Later 
rulers fell through their own dis- 
sensions. 

Blochmann describes three Muham- 
madan invasions of the Chero 
territory. The first was by Shaista 
Khan, the Mu^al Governor of Bihar, 
in 1641-42, who inflicted defeats on 
Pratap Rai at several places and 
compelled him to pay an annual 
tribute of Rs. 80,000 (February 12th, 
1642). Again in 1643, Zabardast 
Klian, the commander of ^ah Jahan, 
marched against Pratap. who had re- 
covered Palamau from his treacherous 
uncle. Tej R'n. M’hen Za])ardast I^an 
was within 6 luiles of Palamau, 
Pratap sued for terms ajul was taken 
to Patna, wliere he agreed to pay a 
Fig. 123.— Palamau New Fort Nagpuri Gate, front view. sum of OUe lakll of rupees annually, 
and ■■ on the recommendation of Fticpld Mian who liad succeeded Shfiista Khan 
as Governor of Bihar. Shah Jahan made him a commander of one thousand 
horse and gave liim Palamau as military fief, its jama’ being fixed at 21, lacs ’. 
But tlie Gliero chief evidently did not regard the undertaking very seriously, and 
for 20 years surrendered nothing in response to repeated demands ; while his 
followers continued their cattle lifting raids along the frontier and into the 
Imperial territories. Enraged at this, l>a‘ud l^an. the Governor of Bihar, deter- 
mined to subjugate the Cheros once for all. A strenuous fight, lasting over 
three days, in Ajiril 1660. made Da‘ud Mian master of the district, and the 
Raja fled in terror to the jungles.^ A Muhammadan Faujdar was left in charge 
of till' place, but in 1666 he was removed and ^he territory placed directly 
under the charge of the Mceroy of Bihar. The IMuhammadans treated the 
country as a fief, and so long as they received their tribute regularly, refrained 
from furtlier interference with the t-heros. l^ltimately the never-ending feuds of 
the Cheros led to the intervention of the British, and the teixitory was annexed 

‘A iari.'c piptiirc of the attack on tlic I’alaiiiau Forts by D.-ifid Klian ua^ preserved by his descendants at 
DrCudnaear inttaya Jlistrict. It «.is on lanvas and ineasiired .30 ft. by 12 ft. and was photographed in several 
pieces by Mr. T. F. IVppe of Kanchi. A detailed description of it was ]niblished by Col. Dalton in the J. A. S. B, 
for 1874. The picture has latel.v been disposed of by Daud Khan ’a indigent descend: nts, who are passing their da\ s 
in very iioor cin nnistances. {Hunter's >Stati.s. Acet. of Bengal, Vol. XVI, p. 464.) 
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by Captein Carnac in 1772. when Udwanr Rao was appointed Knioniga ot the 
Pargana, and Gopal Eai installed as Chief. 

(g) A’one ; ifi) Enveloped in thick forest but a margin of 10 feet has now been cleared along 
both sides of the fort walls to permit of access : G) Dist. Gazet.,. Palamau, 157-59 ; S. A. B., 
XVI, 455-69 ; L. A. M. B., 546 ; J. B. 0. R. S., Voi. IV. pt. Ill (1918), pp. 287-293 ; Phdsbah- 
namah, II, 248-50, 356-61 ; AlamgLr-namah, 648-60, 673 and 972. J. A. 8. B., XLllI. [it. 1, 
240-44 ; (i) 273-8, 2340-52, 2501-8, 2778-84. 



IN THE BIHAR AND ORISSA PROVINCE. 


203 


BHAGALPUR DIVISION. 

BHAGALPUR DISTRICT. 

Bangaon. 

No. 73. -(a) (rorho Dih or Fishermen's Mound. 

(b) Close to the Gorho Ghat about 2 miles to west of the village Bangaon, and bv the north 
side of the road to Mahesi. The mound is situated partlj- in Mauza Bangiion (plot No. 10793) 
and partly in Mauza’ Mahesi (plot No. 13590) ; (c) Sone Khan and Navniith Khan, Brahmans ; 
and Eabi Gorhi and others of the village Bangaon ; (rf) III ; (e) Uncertain, but probably very 
old. 

(/) The mound occupies an area of about 25 hujhas and i.s thickly over- 
grown with bamboos and mango trees. It is a very low mound, the highest 
portion, which is in the north-west corner, being not more than 10 feet above 
the surrounding land. In August 1917, 58 punch-marked silver coins, some 
pieces of gold leaf, a broken copper bangle, and 10 carnelian beads, were dis- 
covered by one of the labourers employed in the construction of the road 
leading to Gorho-ghat. The coins, etc., were found in an earthen vase con- 
tained in a small, square, brick-built chamber, which was probably the relic 
chamber of an ancient Buddhist stupa. The treasure is now e.xhibited in the 
Patna Museum. From the official reports submitted by the Sub-Inspector of 
Police. Thana Bangaon. it appears that bricks were also found at a depth of 
about 2 to 3 feet in several places on the mound. On visiting the mound, 
however, in j\Iay 1919. the officiating Superintendent of Arcluvology found that 
the tind-spot of the coins had been so thoroughly e.xploited by the villagers 
that not a trace of brick-bats or potsherds was to be met with on the 
surface. 

The general configuration of the mound, which rises gradually from the 
site of the stupa (find .spot of the coins) to a height of about 10 feet and falls 
somewhat abruptly towards the west, suggests that it represents an ancient Buddhist 
site, and the highest portion in the north-west ipiadrant probably conceals the 
remains of a larger stupa or monastery. The mound is about 000 feet long 
and 550 feet wide. It is popularly believed that the place was once the 
residence of a Bhor (Bhar () Baja some 12 or 13 generations back. Ihiring 
the rains a number of tishermen come from Bangaon and take up their quar- 
ters on the mound ; from which circumstance it derives its juesent name. 

Besides the tiorho Dili there are several large and small mounds in the 
neighbourhood, and all of them are said to contain massive walls built of 
large bricks measuring about 15 inches scpiare and 2 to 4 inches thick. 

{g) None on surface ; (h) Fair ; {j) Nil ; (k) No photos have yet been taken of the 

fiite. 
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Colgong. 

No. 74. (a) Ruvk Temple. 

(d) Ou the southernmost oi the three low isolated hills in the river op])osite the Municipal 
\Vater\Yorks. The hill is locally known as the Haji Hill or Dargah Hill from the Darpah or shrine 
of a Muhammadan saint on its top; (c) Government; (d) 11; (r) i)r. Bloch considered the 
temple to be not later than 800 or 900 A.D. 

(f) Tills peculiar temple is carved out ol a sinole oranite liouldcr neai- the 

summit ol a rockv island in tlie Gauges, and is perha])s the only rock-cut 

temple in the l’ro\'iuce. In ])Ian it is 
iiearK' a si|Uai'e. being 1 I f'e(>t north 
to south and a little more than 12 feet 
east to west. In elevation it is about 

20 feet high, and has two gabh' ends 

formed By the east and west walls, which 
ri.se liigher than the roof and are shaped 
like pediments. Between these triangular 
ends the roof sugge.sts an imitation of the 
horse-shoe vault characteristic of the 
great Buddhist caves of W estern India. 
At a lieight of ahout 7 feet from tlie 
gi'ound ar(‘ a few hoiizontal mouldings 
of crude workmanship, above* which the 

walls recede* fee form, as it were, the 

tower of the tensile, which is 8 ft. 10 ins. 
s([u;ire. The cast and west walls are 

relieved with slight projections, like 

tlu)se of a panvhaiathl temple, and with 
;i leaf-shii])eel decoration snrmeninteel hy 

a large khtiiinikha hoiiel at the tein. 

Fm. 124. — r.ock-cut temple, e'olgone. ^ 

The cell oi shrine proper is carved in the south face, and in section 

closely resembles ti seini-domed vuhiuh or priiyer-uiche of a Midiammadan niosf[ue. 
In front of it is a ])orch 3 ft. 1 in. wide, 3 ft. high and 1 ft. o ins. deep. 

The surface of both the interior of the cell and the exterior Avails has 
been left from the clii.scl and not smoothed afterwards. Brom the cotirseness 

of its architectural mouldings, and from the absence of any cult images or 

other figures either in tin* small cell or anywliere in its immediate vicinity, 
it would a])])ear that tin* temple (Avlii<'h may ne\'er have been finished) Avas 
])ro])ably u(*Aer in use as a jilaee of Avorsliip. 

A few vards to west of tlu* temple is a flat-roofed chamber enshrining 

tlie tomb of a Muhammadan saint Avliose name is not knoAvn. 'I'lu* shrine is 
situated on a l(*A'el t(*rrace ou the sunimit of the hill and is knoAVii to the 
local peo})l(' as tin* ttarg.uh. 

ig) Neni- ; (/<) Oooii ; (j) L. A. M. B., 428 ; C. S. B., XY, .34-35 and pi. Xil ; A. 8. ]!., 

K. C. (1903), 8 ; Dist, Gazft., Bliagalpur, 104 ; (4) 1214. 
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Patharghata. 

No. 75.— (a) .liock Sculptures. 

(b) On the Patharghata or the Ohaurasi 5Iurti hill situated 8 miles north-east of Colgong, 

a small station on the Burdwan-Mokameh Loop Line of the East Indian Railway ; (c) The 

hill belongs to Babu Pamia Lull Seal and others of Calcutta, who have leased it for 99 years to 
Messrs. P. X. Dutta & Co., 12, Clive Row, Calcutta, for exploiting the China clay it yields; 
((f) II c ; (e) Dr. Bloch considers the ChaurasT .Muni .sculptures to belong to about the 6th or 
7th century A.D. 

if) There is ;i number of rock carvings located at various places all over 
the Patharghata hill, but the most important of them is a long row of hgures 

locally known as the 

ChaurasI Muni or 84 

sages. They are situa- 
ted a little below the 
summit of the hill, 
facing the river. The 
face of the hill carved 
with the.se figures does 
not conform to a 
straight line hori- 
zontally. being broken 

by several recesses and 
projections, some facing 
north, others west. A 
narrow footpath leads 
from the boat ferry on 
the Colgong side to the figures, wliich have been described by Buchanan Hamilton 
as representing the adventures of llama and Krishna. On account of their 
damaged condition it is not possible to identify them all. but some of them 

can be easily recognised. Beginning from the left end. there is a standing 
4-armed figure of Vishnu : to its right a man wearing an elaborate head-dress 
is being beaten by a large figure with demonaic features. Some of the figures 
immediately to right of this group have totally disappeared, and oidy a few 
attendant figures remain to right of the l)lank sjiace. so that the. meaning of 
the scene is not appaient. 

After this comes a relief sliowiiig tlie dwarf-incarnation of Vishnu in the 

court of Baja Bali, measuring one of the three long strides. 'Phe bearded 

figures standing to lelt of the Baja are jirobably his courtiers or priests ; 
and to right of the VdiiKina are ])ossil)ly Dents, looking on at the scene from 
their heaveidy abodes. 

Next to right ol the VtlnunKi relief is a figure of the god N'islmu seated 

on tJaruda. which is shown as flying witli outstretched wings. On either side, 
in the background, are the heads of a number of figures, possiblv IHeras, 
watching the flight of the god. 



Pig. 125. — Rock Sculpture.'i. PatIiarL'liat<i. 
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To right of this relief is a large standing figure, prohahly represeiifiiig the 
Narsuhlia incarnation of Vishnu, whose cJmhra is shown on the right shoulder 
of the figure. The face is damaged. 

The next three reliefs to right probably represent some of the adv'entures 
of Krishna. The central one shows Krishna standing in the midst of go pas 
and gopls and their cows. Two of the gopis are standing at the right end 
of the relief and churning milk in a large vessel. Some of the cows are suckl- 
ing their calves. 

In the relief to left of the one just described is shown a king (or perhaps 
a four-armed deity) seated in the centre in the conventional ’ easy posture 
His right arm is bent and the elbow rests on a high cushion. On either side 
of him are male and female attendants, and at the right end of the panel ;s 
seen a man seated on a high stool and evidently engaged in conversation 
with tJie principal figure in the centre. Is it possible that the relief represents 
Krishna resting after his exertions amongst the gop'is and ralkdng to his lirother 
BaJardma { 

The relief at the right end of the frieze is perhaps the l)est preserved of 
all. It shows towards the left end of the panel two wrestlers with a woman 
standing in the corner looking on in astonishment, as expressed In- her 
fore-fitiger and tliumb placed in her mouth. To right of the wrestlers 
are some more figures, two of them wearing necklaces and curious short 
dhotis. One of these two figures is shaded by a parasol held by an attendant, 
and afipears to he Krishna. At the right end of tlie relief are two 
attendant figure.^, to loft a female carrying a casket-like objecd in her 
hand, and to right a male carrying a sword across his right shoulder. 
The nieatdng of this relief is not clear, though it might conceivably 
represent the successful fight of the young Krishna with the wrestler 
Chaniira, the achievement naturally astonishing his fond parents and nurses. 
The wrestlers, however, who are shown standing, are both of nearly the 
same size. 

The frieze is 46 ft. 9 ins. long and about 5 feet high, but the actual figures 
are between two and three-and-a-half feet in height. The frieze is, so far as 
appears, the otdy one of its kind in Bihar ; and Brahmanical figures of siudi 
an early date (about 6th century A.D.) are very rare in this province. The 
figures are not worship])ed now-a-days. 

Ih'sides the frieze of “84 sages” tlnne art' some more figures sculptunal oti 
the isolated rocks near the ghat. One of the rocks contains a (Janesa in the centre, 
a JiHija to his right and Parvati to left. Another shows a sleeping figure on 
one face, and 1 lara-Oaiirl seated in an amorous attitude on the other. Among 
the rletached image's the best j)re.served are a small but Ix'autiful figure of 
Oafiga, an A\alokitesvara, a Biuldha. and a Surya. Tlupv are all carved in 
relief and probably Ix'iong to about the 8fh ce?itury A. 1). 

d’he chief objects of worship at Patharghata now-a-days an' the Vditesvar.i 
IMahadeva and Kali, the latter having been installed in modern times by a 
Bengali gentleman in a small shrine in front of the Vatesvara temple. 
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Be.'^^ides the antiquities described above there are also some 7 caves in the 
Patharghata hill ; two of the caves have regular doorways with cut mouldings, 
and a third called Pataljmri is said to be of such great length that no one 
has ever vet been to the end of it. From the Vatesvara cave Babti P. C, 
IMukerji recovered some important relics in bronze and silver. One of these 
was a lotus of extraordinary workmanship showing delicate figures carved on 
its three-fold petals, etc. Another was a four-faced and twelve-armed Bhairava 
standing on two prostrate figures. 

((/) None ; {}>) The figures have suffered much from the effects of time. They are uow 
sheltered bv a .shallow .stone cornice ; (j) L. A. TI. B., P22 ; Dist. Gazet., Bhagalpur, 171 ; 
C. S. R.. XT. 3<j-7 : A. tS. E., E. C., (1903), 8 ; TlartiiTs Eastern India, II, 61-65 ; (A) 1373^ 
1371, 1217-1220. 


MONGHYR DISTRICT. 


Monghyr. 

No. 76. — ((() I’lie Fort or (hl’E. 

(h) On the .soutli bank of the Ganges to west of the town ; (c) Government ; (d) Ila ; (e) 
The original fort appears to have been built during the time of the early Muhammadan Kings 
of India. 

if) The fort of Monghyr is an irregular s(piare and occupies an area of 222 
acres of land, the walls having a circuit ((f about two miles and a half. It 

is built on a rocky emi- 
nence which jrrojects some 
distance into the Ganges. 
Towards the west, and 
partly also towards the 
north, the river comes up 
to the walls, while on the 
land side the fortifications 
are defended by a deej) 
moat aliout 17.5 feet wide 
strengthened l)y an outer 
stone wall. Tire ramparts 
are some .‘fU feet thick, and 
are made up of two stout 
lacing walls of stone or 
lii'iidc in moi'tai’. with a 
12 feet, the iniu'r alunit 
of stone, but later 
walls were strcngtluMU'd 






ITc. 121 ). — TIr‘ Fori, .Mi)ii;rliyr. 
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betwi'cn. Idle oiitei’ wall is about 
I he outer uall was originally In 
I la'cn carried out in britk. I’he 
lar and octagonal bastions at regulai' intervals, and surmounted 
bv the Usual battlements with hooded loop-holes. I’he north, east, and 

west walls are still fairly well pi'cserved, but the southern is in a verv 
dilapidatml condition. I’lie tort had lour g.ateways, one in the middle of 

2 F 
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eacli side. Tavo of these, on tlie north and .south, have heen almost entirely 

rebuilt, and Dr. Bloch (•o]).sider.s that they do not ]io\v retain tlieii old 

a 2 )pearance. The west gate ha.s totallv disajijieared. with the excej)tio]i 
of its side bastion.s ; while the ea.stern gate wa.s demolished to make room 

for a modern clock tower imposed on a large horse-shoe arch, whiidi 

serves now as the gateway. [This tower owes its existence to a iMr. TIeischell 
Dear " for many years resident in the station ”, who jnesented it to tlie town 
in 1885- -a monument of misconceived munificence and distressing incongruity 
in its jiresent setting. The scpiare jjrojectiug bastions flanking the horse-shoe 

gateway are 23robably restorations of the old ones ; though the bastions flank- 

ing the other three gates are all circular.] In the nmthern gate or Lrd Dar- 
waza (through which one enters the fort from the Kailwav station) are built 
some carved .stones which originally belonged to some Hindu or Buddhistic 

structure. One of them, on the outer face (western flank) is evideutlv a 

door lintel. It is carved with a four-aimed godde.ss seated cross-legged in 

the centie, and contains a standing female hgure at the left end witli floral 

designs cai'ved on the rest of the surface. A smaller slab on the inner face 

of the right or eastern flank is relievial with a Kh-tnimkhn head and the bust 

of a human figurm A bridge of three arches luiilt acro.ss the moat connects the 

Bailway station with the fort. Entering the fort through the Lfd Daiavaza. the 

main load from tlie Bailway station runs southwai'd between two large tanks, be- 
hind whicli are two low hills. One of the.se. to south-east of the eastern tank, 
is a natural rocky eminence, and on the top of it is a huge building known 

as the Kaiau Chauiri iioiise. so-called becau.se the highest ])oint of the hill 

on which it is situated is known as the Karai.i (fliaura or Karan Dliabntra. 

Kai'aii is said to have been a local Baja who wa.s :i contempoi'aiv of \'iki'ama 

and an ardent worshijiper of the goddicss ( 'haiidf Devi, whose tiUinn is situated 
aliout a mile to east of the fort. When the British first occipiied dJongln'r 
the\' found the lemains of a Iniilding on th<“ hill and affei'wards eris-ted a 

saluting battery on it. It was the (aqitun' of this hill liy Captain fSmith that 
jilayed such an ini 2 Hn'tant jiart in (|uelling the "White miitinv ” of ITiiii. 

Subsc(|uent ly Ceiimal Coddard luiilt the ])re.sent Iniugalow on it, which for 
some tiiiH' remained the residence of the Commanding Oflicer. At the close 
of the J(Sth century (feneral Briscoe liviul in this house, which is j-eferred to 

by .Mr. 'rwinning as "a noble mansion situated u 2 )on the summit of a small 

hill within the fort near tin' lower angle.” Jiatm- the house wa.s aiapiired by 
the .Maharaja of \ izianagram. and it is now the jiropeitv of the I’aja of .Mur- 
^idabad. The house commands .a fine \iew of the ri\'er and id the countrv 
beyond. .\ jilatform in trout of the house is called the Karan Chabfitra 

The eminence beyond the other tank is an artificial reef angular mound, which 
juobably formed the citadel or ])erhaps the arsenal of the fort. The buildiim 

erected on this hillock was known as the Damdania K'othT. and was demol- 

ished .some, 29 yeans back in order to make room for the Collector's residence. 
Hardly any impre.ssion maiild lie made on the solid brick Walls bv ordinary 
methods, and they had to be bhnVn u]» by giin-2)ow‘der bit by bit. When 
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tlie debris was removed numerous holes were discovered showing the former 
existence of under-ground chambers. Inside a well in the compound, just 
above the water level, two arched passages were found, one leading towards 
the house, the other in the opposite direction towards the ground now occupied 
by the Jail ". To west of the Civil Courts is a small church and to its west 
again the Palace of Prince Shuia'. (or. more probably, of iS'awab Mir Qasim ’All 
&an of Bengal), which occupies one of the finest sites in the fort and has 
now been converted into a Jail. The undertrial ” ivard of the Jail to right 
of the entrance is said to have been the Idiass Jfahal or Zanana Palace ; 
the building opposite to it. Avhich is now used as a school for the ])risoners, 
was. it is said, the Diwan-i-'Aium or Audience Hail ; and the large Topidulna 
building near the Hospital, now used as a dormitory, was probably a Magazine 
or Armoury (its walls are about 12 to lo feet thick). The ration godowns 

include a flat-roofed building to west, which is believed to have been a domed 
Mosque. ■'In the floor of this mosque,’ writes Colonel Crawford, ■’underneath 
the centre dome, is a dry well or pit 10 to 12 feet deep. From this well 

tour subterranean passages lead off in different directions. J’hese passages had 
all been bricked up a few yards from their entrances many years before I 

went to iMongliyr. ’I’here was a. tradition that some prisoners had made their 
escape from tlie jail (it is not likely tliey ever got out at the other end) 

along one of these passages, years before. I believe that one of these passages 
went down to the river bank, which is just outside : a .second to a large well 
in the garden : a third to the .subterranean rooms at the Point (Damdama 
Kotlii or Bathing Ghat) : where the fourth may go 1 am not prepared to 
hazard any suggestion ; tradition says to Plrjiahar. but three miles is a tall 

order for a ])racticablo |iassago. " i\lan\' of tin* buildings in the Jail ai’e said 
to have had undeiground chandaMs which have been blocked u]). To east of 

tin* To])lMana building, in fiont of the Hospital, is a huge and deej) Avell some 

2U feet in diameter. d'o vest of the jailor's office is a roofless iHoiDiifnii or 

Turkish bath consisting of a fiath-i-oom and a dressing-room. Most of the 
huiininliii. outside the jialace. is another large well, which was connected v ith 

tlu' liver by a door', iioav biicked n|). 'I'lie pahne is liounded by a high 

enclosure wall (whicdi is also old) on tlnve side^. and by the river on the 

fiuirth or west side. Besides the buildings described abo\e. the foit area 
contains a number (d residential houses, many of whi( h are occu])ied by Europ- 
eans. 

Atllu' north-west coiner ot tin* lort is an old bathing ])lace k'liown as 
the Eashtaharain or ‘ pain-e.\])elling ’ filidt. 'I’radition says that all ]ieo]>le 
afflicti'd with grief oi- bodil\’ pain wtue at once cured on immeision. and that 
Mta. when she agreed to piau'e her innocence by a fire-ordc'al mair STtaknnd. 

landed at this ///n7/. Some six temples have been erected here during tiu' hist 
r-entnrv. and on the fldl'lil or I’rinuuiulsl t('stivals large crowds of pilgrims 

bathe at this ])lace. Close to this a few- yard.s to east:, is a coA-ered 

(jhat which Avas built lor t hc‘ coiu’enienci' of the ladies of the Sidbadar’s house; 
but it is out ol Use now' and paitially lloeked with mud and raidc growth. 
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The name of the Kashtaharani is not so pittuies(|ue heing Scandal 

point ! Some oO rears back Babu Bam Prasad Singli built anotlier bathing 
near the west gateway of the foit. It is known as the Babua ghat in 

Hindi and Welcome ghat in English - the latter being dei ived from tlie word 
" AA elconie " inscribed on both sides of the ghat. It is used as a landing 

place by Viceroys and Governors when coming to ^fonghyr b}' ri\'er. 

On the top of the bastion at the south-west angle ot the fort was the 

tomb of Hulla Huharamad Sa’ld. a Persian poet who crrote uiidei' the aam-de- 
guen't of Ashraf. He was the son of 31ulla -Muhammad .Srdih of -Mazaudran, 
near the Caspian Sea. and came to India during the reign of the Enpauor 
Aurangzibj who employed him as tutor to hi.s daughter Zib-uu-A'isa Begam, 
herself a poetess of no mean renown. In lti72 A.D., he went back to Persia, 
but returned a few years latei’ and was employed by ’-Izhn-u.sli-Shand the 

grandson (jf Aurangzib. who was Mceroy of Bihar. In his old age he deter- 
mined to go on a pilgrimage to .Mecca, but died at .Moughyr in 1704. Me 

is the author ot a Dianii. a MalJitanrl called the Ma (hin-i-Taif. and a comnien- 
tary on the Kdfigah. Thirteen years ago his tomb c(iuld be seen " on the top 
ol the bastion, the lower part ot whi<di is used as a kitchen " ; but since the 

publication of .Mr. O'.Malley's Gazetteer the tomb has been demolished and all 
traces of the grave have b(a‘ii removed. Mow»*ver. a broad fliglit of steps 
leading up to the fojj ot tin.* bastion is still intact and sfU'ves to show that 
the Gazetteei's statement is not without foundation. Tlnu'e was then no (inscribed) 
slab or tablet on the grave. 

Honghvr is siip[)os(‘d to be mentioned in the Mahdhhdrata under the name 

of -Modagiri, and a passagi* in the Sfthhd-Parra. (h'sciibing Phinia's con(|Uests 

in Eastern India. sa_\'s that aft(‘r d(d'eating' Karana (King of .\nga). he fought 

a battle at .Modagni and Idlled its chief. But the eailiest histoi'ical informa- 
tion about IMonghyi' (or i\Iudgagiri) is deriwd liom an iiisciibed Co])])(>r IMate 
found within the tort ar<*a about the year ]7St) .-\.I). It icdiu's to kincr 

Jtevaj)rda who flourished in the !)tb century .\.l).. and was apparenth’ 

eiigiaved to coinnieinniorate a meeting ol the ]n'inc(‘s and armies subject to 

the Prda Kings of Bengal. Tlie plate does not mention an\' town or tort at 

-Monghyr but inendy relates tliat the king encamped on the sjait and con- 

structed a bi'idge of boats across the Gangf's. .Monghx’r is not nientionc'd in 
conne.xion with ll^tiyaruddTn h^ilp .s compiest ol Bihar, luit with tin* rest of 
the Bro\'ince was apparently attache<| to Bengal till BPiO. when Sultan 

.Muhammad Tnghlai| anne.ved it to Delhi. I'd'oin .\.l). i:}!)7 it bclonge 1 to the 

Kingdom ol .laiminlr. ol which it continued to foiin ])ai-1 Im- about IDD vear.s, 
that is. untd tin' time (d Bahlol bodliT ol Delhi; on whose dmith in 14SS 

Ins son Sikaiidar ovmran Bihar as lar as Bengal. .\t this time it was in the 

hands ol independent .Vfglian Cliiels. but about I4!)4 A.D.. the .VIghans sccni 
to hav(.' suianittcd to Sultan lliisain Shah (d Bengal; and the historians 

tell us that Prince Danyfd, son ol Miisain Shah met Sultan Sikandar Lodi 


*llic niiiilcTn tonn of I’atiia was founded l>\ lids ]iririec and wa.s tailed tzlnuinad after JijTU, 
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of Delhi at Biliar or Bark in the year 1499 A.D., when the 2 irovince Was 

formally acknowledged to belong to Bengal. The town of Monghyr lying, as 

it does, on the hanks of the Ganges at a point where the hills close in from 

the south and thus command both the land and river routes, was a position 
of much importance ; and a strong fort (the one under review) was built 

to guard the narrow neck of level ground probably some time between A.D. 1200 

and 1497, vhen Prince Diinyal is recorded to have erected a dome over the 
tomb of Pir Shah Xafa, and to have repaired the fortifications. In 1521 
Xasrat ^ah. taking advantage of the troubles of the Delhi Emperor, who was 
being hard pressed by Babar, broke the treatv and invaded Tirlmt. inakiim 

his son-in-law. l\Ial^dum-i- Alam, Governor of the conq^uered territory Avith his 
headipiarters at Hajljmr. He then crossed the Ganges and took possession 
of the fort and district of Honghyr. which he entrusted to one of his liest 
generals, named Qutb aan. After this, Honghyr became the headcpiarters 
of the Bihar army of the Bengal Kings, and we learn from the " Hemoirs of 

Babar that when Babar invaded Bdiar the governor of Honghvr wrote to him 

accepting terms of peace fin- Xasrat ^nh after the battle on the Gogra 
(1529-30). f)utb Khan ajijiears to have remained at Monghyr until the acces- 
sion of .Mahmud ^ah. the last king of Bengal (1533-34), when i\lakhdnm-i- 
’Alam raised the standard of revolt in concert with the turbulent Afufian Chief 
Slier Slulh. Chit** Kll'in was directed to advance against the allied rebels, 

and his defeat by ^djer Infill was the first great success of that Chief in the 

struggle which alterwards jilaced him on the throne id Delhi. ^er f^fili ne.xt 
defeated .Mahmud Infill, cajifured the fort of Pohtas. and, marching to .Monghvr, 
jjut to the sword the Mmjieror's deputy tliere. During the sulisequent war 
between him and the Mmperor Ilumayun. when the latter was retreating from 
Bengal. .Monghyr was the scene of a battle between tlie .\fghans and the 
Emperor, in which Sher Slifdi cajitured Dilawar Khan, son o) Daulat Klifin 

Lodi, and ancestor of l^an .falian Lodi, a man of note in the reign of the 
Enpieriu' Shfili -lalian. 

From .V.l). f545 wt' find .ilongliyr nnmtiom'd as in the ))osses^ion of Sulai- 
man. an .Vfghan of the KararanT tril)e, who held south Bdnlr for Islam Shah, 

son of Sher Sh.ah. Cnder Islam Shah's suece.s.'^or. ’.Vdil or '.Vdll f;^rdi, Sulai- 
man. with the view of securing indi'pendmici'. entered into an alliance with 
Ifahadur Sh.ah. King ot Bengal : and when '.Vdil Shah retired before the ad- 
vancing army id .Vkbar. Bahadur Shfili and Sulaiman attacked him near Suraj- 
g<irh. west id .Monghyr. and deieated and killed him (.V.l). 1557). In I5()3, 

Sulaiman became iiiler id Bengal and Bdiar. but acknowledged the suzmaiiuv 
of .Vkbar. He was sucreeded ten year^^ later by his >econd son. Daud Khan, 
who ri'fused to ])ay tribute to the .'\lughal Kmperor. .Vkbar thereujion invaded 
Bihar and coni|iiered it (1574). Soon .after, in l5Sit, tin- great Bengal militarv 
]t‘\'olr commenct'd. and .Monghyr was lor a ronsideia bh' time the pin/i/ d dppii/ 
of .Vkbar's olliieis in their lexpedit ions against the ndiels. Todar .Mai. lor 
examjile. occupied .Monghyr for a long time, and Indd in rlieck the rebel arniv 
of horse, which in its advam-e on Bihar was micamtu'd at Bhagalitur 
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until, tlirougli liis infiiieiice with tlie Hindu zaniindars. lie wa> able tn stop all 
their local sujtplie.s and thus force them to di.-^perse. He also repaired the 

fortifications. 

AVhen Sultan ^uja'. the .second son of Jalian. on hearing of the 

danoeroiis illness of his father in A. I). lOoT. rai.sed the standard of revolt and 

C 

claimed the imperial throne. i\Ionghyr formed the centre from which he diiected 
his preparations, and to which he retired after his defeat in the following year 
at Bahadurpur. near Benares, by Snlaiman Shikoh, son of Dara Sfnkoli. The 
defences of dlonghvr held out against the victor, till he was summoned hack 

to Agra to assist his father against AurangzTl). I n l(i.59. dlonghyi- again afl'orded 
shelter to liLiuja' after his defeat at Kudwa by Anrangzib. until UlIi Junila 

turned his position by .sending troops tlirougli the ^lerghatl passe>. and lorced 

him to I'etiie to Bajmahal. 

The historians of AurangzTli mention only one event in conne.vion with 
hlonglivr. namel}' the death and burial at .Monghyr of the ])oet .Mull, a Ashraf 
who died soon alter KiT.'f while on his way from Bengal to .Meci-a, But in 
later times the place liecame more important in conse(|Uence ot i\IIr (hlsim 
.selecting it as hi.s cajiital. L’ndor ,Mu' Armenian general, (luighi l^an, an 
arsenal was established in the foit. and the town I’otained its [ire-emiiience 

until the final defeat of -Mir rdaiifila. in Octobm- I7()3. Thi' foit 

was for some time occujhed l>y the trouji.s of the Bast liulia C'om])anv. and 
was the scene of an outbreak among the Kuropean ofiicers. known as the 
" W hite mutiiiv." which was ijiielled by Lord Clive. Towards the close of 
till' I8th centuiA' only a small garrison of halt-pay and iiu'alid officei-s and 
men was kept in the Imt lor jirotectiiig a dejiot of military stoii's and a 
powder-magazine established here. The loi'lifications were giaduallv allowed 

to fall info disi'cpair, and the Na.wwrdi's arsenal and palace were converted 
into the Collector’s Jiesideiice and Jail respectively. 

(7) (i) lnsi'ri|)tion on I’Tr Shah Xfifa’s tomb (see -\o. 77 liirther). 

(ii) h’ragnicnt ol a I’ersian inscription lying in the Jailoi'fs oflii e and 
reading : - 

When I askcil wi.sdoni o| the veai ol its constriHt mn. it said 
(hi) ()n a small boulder (now' coN'cied by a small (loimal chamber) to 
south of the Kashtahara nl g/a?/ is caiw'ed a pair of hiiniaii ioot-jirinf s. Below 
them are engra\'ed (in I’crsiaii) tlii' words oiltB ' — foot-marks 

of the gieat saint (ot Baghdad). Abo\e the loot-jirints a,ie some indistinct 
letters in Hindi. The inscri|)tioii is modern. 

(iv) At the Kashtaha ra III ///a7(, on a lihick stone built in the pedestal ol 

an octagdiial iiiasmiiw pilhir from which grows a small 7’a/.s-7 plant is cngrn'cd 
a.u iiiscrijition of .■{.I lines in old XTigarl eharacters. 'I'he inscription is partl\' 
damaged and .ipjiears to reeord the election id a temjilc ol Siwi b\' a person 
iniini-il (lop, ala. who beloiigcil to a,n otheiwise unknown .MiikteA'aia famil\' and 
Was in the .seiwice of a king nanieil JMiagTrat ha . The inscription ma\' be 
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ajijiroximately assigned to the 10th centiuy A.D. and is dated Samvat 13, 
evidently of the regnal year of the King. 

This inscription was. until a few j’ear.s back, fixed in one of the walls 
flanking the stairs leading down to the ghat. The temple mentioned in the 
inscription cannot be identified. 

(v) The Gazetteer mentions an inscription on a rock near the Kashtaharani 
ghat in which Monghyr is called Guptagarh ; but this could not be found. 

(h) Fair ; {j) Dist. Gazet., Monghyr, 224-239 ; A. S. E., E. C. (1903), 9-10 ; S. A. B., XV, 
62-69 ; L. A. M. B.. 410-11 ; Martin’s Eastern India. 11, 44-5 ; C. S. E., Ill, 114-17 ; C. S. E., 
XV, 13-19, and Appendix ; A. G. I., 576-78 ; I. A., XXI (1892) 253-8 ; J. A. S. B. (1878), 
pt. 1, 385-6 ; M((liabhamta by Pratap Chandra Eay, (Calc. 1893, Bharat Press). Sabha Parva, 
p. 86 ; (k) 2205. 2206, and 2.338. 

No. 77. {(() Pir Shrill Xfifa's tomb. 

(h) On a mound close to and inside the south gateway of the fort ; (c) Shah Fida 'All 
Muj.'iwir, and others of Jlonghyr ; (d) II c; (e) 903 A.H. =1497-98 A.D. 

(/) ’I'he slirine of Pir ^ifih Nrd’a is the oldest building inside the fort. 

mound rising some 25 

feet above the level of 
the road to its west, 

and is surrounded on all 
sides by high retaining 

walls, which form a 
compound of irregular 

shape about 100 feet 

each way. Access to the 
fond) is gained by a 
fliglit of steps on the 
west. Tlie tomb itself 
consists ot a small 

domed chamliei' 25 teet 
sipiai'e on the outside, 
and 16 feet sipiai'e in- 
side. At the four cor- 
ners of the building are 
circular tuii’ets rising onlv a li'w mclu's aliove the level of the cornices. 
Griginallv the entiance to the tomi) was in the middle of the east wall, but in 
later times it was lilocked up and a new one was ojiened in the smith side. 
I’Ti’ Xata s graN'C is laisml on a platform (about > It. liy 4l,tt.) set out of the 
centie sliglitlv towards the east. There is no other grave inside. 

'I’o smith of the domed (handier is a. low platform in which are embedded 
th(' top portion of a carved Hindu pillar ol black stone and a slab of the 
“ zahf iiiolini'’ stone, now disfigured with unsightly holes and depn'ssions 
made hy those who believed in its clHcacv to cun* certain diseases of children. 
I’icsides these there lies at the west end of tin' platform a finely carved door- 


It stands on a platform built on the to]) of a small 
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lintel of l)l;iek stone (7 it. If ius. bv 1 ft. 1 in, liy 8 ins. rliic'k) wliich is 
said to have once fonnecl part of a gateway at the lower end of the step^. 
The carving consists of floral designs of Muliaininadan character. 

To west of the tomb is a loiji'a with two rooms, one behind the other. 

The smaller of the two rooms, which is on tlie east, has a vaulted roof and 
seems to be fairlv old. 'I’o south of the entrance of the rhny/d// is a small 

hat-roofed nio.s(ine which is said to have once l)een covered with domes. All 
round the tomb are a number of grave.s belonging, it is said, to the family 
of Mnjnirit's. The saint, whose real name is not known, is revered both by 
Hindus and 31uslinis. He is .said to have come from Persia to Ajnhr and to 
liave directed his stejis thence to Honghyi'. under instructions from f^waja 
31irin-ud-])In cbishtl. an early Hiislim missionary who is known amongst the 
SnJ'i.s as ■■ Sult"in-ul-Hiu(l " oi- tlu' sjjiritual King of India. 'The saint lived 
hen* foi' mau\- veais. and died about the year .590 A.H. corresponding to fl77 
A.l), He was liuried in an olcscure place irear the ramjnirts. and with the 

lapse of years his burial place was forgotten. L'ltimately, in 1497 A.D., when 
the ramparts of the fort were being repaired, Prince JJanyfd. the Governor, 

we are told, dreamt that one <4 the graves near the ramparts was emitting 

tile smell of musk. 'I’hinking that tlie grave must behuig to a holy man. the 

prince caused a searcli to lie made, and the grave was at once located. Danyrd 
then caiiseil a dome to be built ovei' it. and ever since that day it has been 
known as the dargrdi of Shfili Xafah, from tlie Persian unfdh. a " pod of 

nui>k ", Sultan Hu.sain ^fili (899-929 H.), referred to in the iiiscriiniou noted 
below, was the first of the Sayyid kings of Hengal. He was a most benevolent 
so\-ereigu : and I'rofessor Jllochmami ob.serves that ” ot the reign of no othei‘ king 
ot Ihmgal perlia[)s of all iqiper India before the middle of the loth century 
(Hijra) do we possess so many inscriptions. ^\'lulst the names of other Jfengal 
Kings xai'c-'ly ever occur in legends, and remain iwen unrecognised in the 

geograjihical names o) the countrv the name of ' Husain SIulli, the Good ' 

is still reniemliered ti-om tin' frontiers of ( li'issa to the J>rahma]nitra ". Thi.s 

great and good king e.xteuded his enijiire into (di'issa, Assam and Chittagong, 

and reigned o\'er all northein and southern Hiliar uji to the western limit.s 
ol saritlr .Monghvi', 

{</) .V .ilab ot black stone (2 ft. 7 ins. by Iff ins.) built into the east wall of 

the toiidi bears the following inscri])tion of two lines engia'S'ed in AV/sA'A 

characters ; 

^ Ia^ jCj ■ ^ ^ ^ f ) 

J ixi* ill) (t) 


T ra tixldf iini . 

'll liie name id the .Meiviful. the .Most compassionate .Mlah. "With God’s 
hi'l|i T'ictory is inimineiit ; .uid announce the joyful tidiug.s to the faithful." 


announce 
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The erection of this dome took place in the reign of the just king, the Savvid 
of Sayyids, the compendium of virtues, 'Ala-ud-Dunya ivad-Din Abul Muzaffar 
Husain ^ah Sultan, i\ray God perpetuate his kingdom and rule ! The builder 
of this religious edifice is ^ahzada Danyal. 3[ay God Almiglity ^n'eserve him in 
both worlds ! Year 903 A.H. (ecpiivalent to 1497-8 A. I).). 

(/() Fair ; This monument is not maintained by the Archaeological Dept, (j) Dist. Gazet., 
Monghyr, 229-30 ; A. S. R., E. C. (1903), 10 ; S. A. B., X\', 64 ; Riaziis Salatin, I, 371 j 
J, A. S. B. (1872), pt. I, 335 ; (k) 2206e, 2339. 


SANTAL PARGANAS DISTRICT. 

Rajmahal. 

No. 78. — (a) Munia or 3Iaina Blbi's tomb. 

(b) On the west of the kachcha road leading south (towards the Thana) from the South 
Bazar of Rajmahal ; (c) Nawwab of Murshidabad ; (d) II b ; (e) Uncertain ; probably Mughal 
period. 

(/) The tomb is a scpiare domed chamber with 4 narrow octagonal towers 
at the corners. Externally, it measures 2(5 ft. 4 ins. between the towers, and inter- 
iially is 17 ft. 11 ins. s(piare. E.xcept on the west, the walls are pierced with three 
arches in each side— the central one being slightly larger than those at the 
sides. The walls are 5 ft. 1 in. thick. The doors or openings are contained within 
large arches, of which there are eight in all. The .spandrils between the arches 
around the internal walls are filled with corbel courses reducing the plan to 
a circle, from which springs a small hemispherical dome above. The building 
was entirely plastered over both inside and out and traces of colour decoration 
exist on the soffit of the dome, the exterior casing of which, however, seems 
to be a recent restoration. The grave of i\laina Bibl, which occujues the central 
position under the dome and is placed on a masonry platform (8.1 ft. by 6 ft.), is 
provided with a small gahnuddii, re])resentative of a male occupant ; but it 
is possilile that this was added by mistake while the tomb was being repaired 
in modern times. 

The main entrance is on the .south and is approached bv 2 steps built 
against the south wall. It is 3 ft. 4 ins. wide. i.e.. only 5 ins. wider than the central 
doors on the other sides. Above the foundation.s the walls are faced Avith 
blocks of stone up to a height of about 2 ft. 4 in. or nearly up to the floor level 
of the inteiior. 

The corner towers were originally surmmiiited bv (/kdizJ.s. To south of the 
south-Avest toAver is another graAc on a ma.somy ])latforin (S ft. lO ins. by 5 ft. 9 ins.), 
borne say that it enshrines the relics of Munia Blbl. and the inner one those 

of her plr oi' .spiritual adA'iser. But tliere is a small qaldhiddn on this uraA’e 

also. 

To south of the tomb is a large scpiare tank surrounded bv hieli .stone 

walls Avith a ulnlt in tlu' middle ol (uudi side. 

2 a 
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Tile Gazetteer does not mention who Maina or .Miinia ITliT was ; hut 

there is a local tradition to the eft'ect tliat slie was the mistress of a King 

or ^awwah, Jf this is to he believed, the tonih might he ascrihed to Munni 
Begam. a concuhiiie of Xawwfd. ^lir Ja’far of Bengal. After the death of tlie 
Xawwah and his two sons. XTijmiid-Daula and Saifud-1 )aula. she was appointed 
guaidian to .Aluharakud-J )aula. the infant son ol the late Xaww.lh. h\’ Warren 
Hastings, in preference to others who had better claims. The guardianship 

was taken away from the Begam in 1776 A.l). She was the niothm- of 

X^ajmud-Daula. and died in 1779 A.l).— 119:1 A.H. 

(H) On the we.st wall of the tomb (outer face) is fi.ved a .slab of black stone inscribed with 
the following (Quranic verse.s in Tu;dira characters : — 


^4; tliiu 4iJ|. - ^ 4lJ) 

l»ii P,| . 

!ikt^ h.«i-' * 1 '| I — ^ BasA™/* \]a} I 6^44^ i (ile 


The in.scription npjiears to have originally belonged to some other building. 

(h) Trees are growing in the ina.sonry of the walls. The interior and the surroundings 
arc ^ery dirty. This inomimcnt is not maintained l.y the Arch.eological Deiiartmcnt and its 
iiotihc.ition of |.rotection has now Iwen witlidi aw n bv the local (bivermnent. (j) Dist. Gazet., 
Santal Pargana.s, g74-7.j ; L. A. Tl. 11., KK.) ; Beale’s Oriental Bibliography, gSO ; (/,■) 1-171. 21:hb 


No. 79. (a) SangT Dillan or ■' Stoin* Pa\'ilion ", 

(h) lo west oJ the Burojiean ( cmetery and the Kachaliri, on the .south bank of the (.lanues ; 
(c) dhe building is in tin- jio.sM-ssion ot the Ea.'^t Indian Bailwav Conijianv ; (d) 11 b • (t) Ujout 
1650 A.D. " ' 


(J) I he SaiigT Halaii is one (d tim lew icmuauts ot a large palace 
I loiee ^uja . tlie s(‘cond sou of the JAupeiur j^.lh Jaliau. im- 



I" 12^. -Sniiji Dulai), liajiiiahiil. 

tury, divided those room.s into five for his own 
the windows into doorwav.s : .so that all tlie rooms 
sides. I he building has a jileasant .situation, aiul 


mediutel}’ alter his removal 
of the provincial capital 
Jrom (buir to Bajmahal. or 
-Vkbai'iiagar as the jilaei' i.s 
called by the Aluhammadaii 
writers. Originally this 
building consisted ol tlii'ce 
olilong looms, and the end 
apartments were then only 
provided with small 

windows. A Kmojieau 

gentleman, howevei'. who 
occupied the palace 

buildings in the early 
\ears of the last cen- 
••onvenience, and enlarged 
are now ojien on all four 
is believed to have been 
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used hy the prince and Ids ladies ■' while enjoying the fresh air that blows 
from the ri^-er . The central chamber is small but elegant, and measures 
2(5 ft. 3 ins. by 12 ft. internally. It is entered through three multifoil arches of black 
marble supjiorted on double sets of 12-side<l pdlars and pilasters of the same 
material, with three similar arches opening towards the river. The present name 
of the building is apparently derived from these stone arches. The roof of this 
chamber is vaulted. The walls when seen by Bishop Heber in A.D. 1823, 
still retained traces of gilding and Arabic inscriptions." though thev are now 
bereft of such decoration. 

On each side of the central chamber is a small room (13 ft. by 8 ft. 7 ins.) with 
a flat roof ; while at the ends of the building are the oblong rooms (each 

21 ft. 0 ins. by 13 ft. 10 ins.) loofed with wooden beams and rafters. The whole 

structure, as it stands at ])resent. is 101 feet long east to west bv 19 feet wide 
It opens immediately on to the I'iver. and has a lofty plinth, the floor of 
the pavilion being some twenty feet above the river bank. The thickness of 
the walls varies from 2 ft. 10 ins. to 3 ft. 3 ins. Over the multifoil arches in front 
ai'c some brackets of the same l)lack stone, which probably sipipoited a chhajja 
similar to that seen on the river side. A few inches below the floor of the 
biulding ill the plinth wall on the river side are to be seen the ends of a number 
of wooden beams 4 to 5 inches square in section, which, according to the 
District Gazetteer, are belicN'cd to '' indicati' the e.xistence of some underground 
rooms ■’ below the pavilion. Judging, however, from the distances of these 
beams from each other, it is more likely that they are the remains of a pro- 

jecting balcony or gallery a feature more in keeping Avith the nature of the struc- 
ture itself. Oil either side of the building are the ruins of some bastions, 

which AA'ere ])i'obably part of the enclosure walls of the jialace. According to 
the author of the District Gazetteer, the building is said to liaA'e been erected 
liA' Baja Man 8iugh ; but its style points to a later period, viz., the reign of Shah 
Jahan (lt)27-.58 A. I).). 

(//) ()\'cr till' central archway m the southern facade has been juit up 
recentlv an Mnglish inscription on a marble slal). It reads as follows: 

■ I’rotecfed .MoiuiiiK'iit.' 

■ This building, known as the Saiigl Dalan or .Marble IhiAilion. is part of a 
large palace ot the same nanu'. probably ei'ected by .Man Singh. .\khar's A’iceroA' 
in Bengal (Circa 1.58(1-] (iOO .\.l).)or aceording to .some, by Shah Slmja. second 
son of Shrdi JaJian (circa. KioO .V.D.).' 

{h) ()oo<l. (/) ilartin’.'' bastern India, It, 7t) : Jlflu-rV India, I. 255; L. A. .M. B., 45(1; 
Dist. (tazet., Santal I’arganas, 274; {],) 1309, l;l7t). 212s. 

No. 80. (<i) The .land’ .Masjid. 

(b) On a small eminence called lladal (Target or .\rclierv butts) some 4 miles we^t ol tin 
Railway Siation, and about lOO yd-, to south of tlie road leading to Sribibganj. The phw.' b 
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more commoiih- known now-a-days as 31ani;al-hat from tlie lact tliat a hut or market js liold 
near it every Tuesday (ilangal) ; (c) Government ; (d) II e : (c) The mosque is said to have 
keen built bv Kaia ilaii Singh i"i3 -yoj. 

(/) The Janii' IMasjid at Hadaf lias keen an imposing building. In scale 
and general design it is siqierior to many of the large mos(|ues in the province. 

Oiiginally the ni()s([Ue 
consisted of a large 
prayer cliamher to west 
and a sjiacious court- 
yard in front enclosed 
by a higli componiid 
wall, which was relieved 
with arched recesses on 
the inner lace and 
pierced by three gate- 
ways on the north, 
south, and east. The 
eastern gateway formed 
file main entrance into 
the courtyard, and 
was jirovided with a 
Fkc 12!t. — liimi' .\Ia^jl(l, Hadaf, near Kajmatial. poi'cll ill fl'Ollt. Along 

the enclosure wall, on the inner side, was a continuous low jilatform about 
10 feet wide : and in front of the prayer-chamber was a still larger one 

measuring about (i'2 feet in width. d'lie iiortheni halt of the prayei-cliani- 
ber has disajipeared. and the remaining portion moasnros (iiitonially) 90 ft. 3 ins. 
long and 49 feet wide. At jireseiit the prayer-idiamber consists of a large 
central hall roofed transver.sely by an niiusually lofty pointed vault, and a 
set of four cliaiiibers, divided into two aisles, to south of it- the smaller 

chambers being co^■ered bv four large Inniiisplierical domes resting on lofty 
arches. Shewed from the e.xteiior the central vault looks two-stoi'ied an effect 
jn'odnced b\' the range of windows along the .sides of the vault and by the 
continnons parajiet helow surmoimting tin* east wall oi tin* jn'aver-cliamber. 
dlie arch piers sipijioiting tin' domes, etc., ari' about 8 teet s<(nare. and 
are faced with stone inasoniy n]» to the springing of the arches. 4’he corbel 
construction in the s|)andrils or iiitci-vening spaces of these arches is conpiosed 
of altcTiiate courses nt bi’icks laid Hat and on edge. The west wall of the 
prayer-ehamber is leliewd witli several iiicln's. own' certain ol which may be 
obsoTved smue floral designs picked out in stucco. One' ol these niches at tlie 
sr)utli etui contiiiiied tin opening iittording ])riv;itc entiy through the west Witll, 
which is hero 7 feet thick. 

At the c.xtrcme stjuth (mkI of the prayer-clmmber is it set ttf lour sniiill 

rontiis (9t Icet S(|inifc} rntttiittg tnist to west iitid covmx'd Ity sttntll dottuxs. A 

broad stiiif to tin‘ south of these letids to it secotul ston-v of sitnibif dottied 
cliandtcrs flO Icet s{|it:it'c) itbove tlunn ; iind ii .short stiiir iit Ihc soitt h-w ('st. 
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conioi- gi\-es acce.ss To the root of tlie prayer-chamber, which is surrounded 
by a low jjarapet Wall. 

At each corner of the prayer-chamber i.s a lofty octagonal tower relieved 

Avith moulded string-courses and finished Avith fponzls at the top ; and at the 
ends of the east enclosure A\’all. as also on either side of the main gate 
on the east, are ciicular turrets of smaller dimension. Originalh' the building 
AAas finished entirely ft'ith jilaster both inside and out. In the middle of the 
courtyard AAas a hdoll surrounded by chambers, but it is noAV silted up and 

OA’ergTOAAii Avith jungle. Including the compound AA'all (AA'hich is in a damaged 

condition) the moscpie measures 2.50 feet east to A\’est and 210 feet north to 

south. 

{(j) None, [h) The nortliern half of the prayer chamber has totally collapsed and the debris 
of its walls, arches and domes is now ovcrerowii with jungle, {j) Di.st. Gazet., So-ntal Parganas, 
276; L. A. M. B.. IGU : Martin's Ea.stern India, 11. 69; A. S. R., E. C., (190:3), 6; (k) 2292, 
229:3, 24:32- :3o. 

No. 81. ((() I’he -Mughal Bridge. 

{h) -\bout 800 yards north-west of the Masjid (Xo. 80) on the road to Sfibibganj : (c) Gov- 
ernment : {(/) If a ; (c) -Acaan-ding to the Gazetteer, the bridge is said to be conteinporaneou.s 
AA'ith the Jami' Alasjid of Raja Alan .Singh (circa b580 — 1600), but the .style of its architecture 
points to a later date, and it is probable that it may have been constructed during the Auceroyalty 
of Sultan Shuja'. second .son of the Emperor Shah Jahan, about 1050 .A.D. 

(/) The Hadaf bridge i.s an interesting structure of six an lies, each 11 feet in 
span. It is 2.36 feet long and 24 feet Inoad at the top. and at each end 

of it ai'e two circular 
bastions of stone masonry, 
one on either side of the 
roadway. The bastions 
taper upAvard as they 
rise, and are about 32 
feet in diameter at the. 
top. Avliidi is flat and is 
approacdied by steps. 'Idle 
piers supporting the andies 
of the bridge arc 28 ft. 5 ins. 
deep, and 17 feet AA'ide. 
and each pier is further 
e.xtended to form a cut- 
water at both ends run- 
ning some 16 feet .nto the 
stream, both tin' piei’s and ciit-Avaters are laced with stone masoniA' up to the 
sju'inging of the andies. whidi, like tiie njiper walls and parajiets. are built of 
small fiiielv nibbc'd brides. Hall ent-Avaters are also added at the inner faces of the 
bastions. 'I’Ik' addition id small tinials at the tops id' tlu' cut-waters and sim^ile 
-ornanu'nt framing the ardn'saiid appearing at the cornice bdoAvthe [larapets, lends in- 
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tcrest to tJie structure. Like the Hindu luidges in (Jrissu, (Xos. S7 and 124). tliis bridge 
also rises in the middle, where the arches are higher than at the ends, a characteristic 
\vhich, besides being ol aesthetic value in lending grace to the outline, attords addi- 
tional strength to the construction l)y reason of its effect in wedging the 
structuie l)etween the baidv's and so strengthening the whole against subsidence 
and the lateial force of the stream. 'I'he total height of the bridge including 
the paiajjets (nhich are 3 ft. 9 ins. higli) varies frrnn 21 feet to 2.5 feet above 
the bed of the stream. 

The stone used in the masoni'v of the bastions and piers, etc., is locally 
known as the Telia. It appears to be lime.-'tone. 

tv) 1^011 e ; [h] Good; (_j') Dist. Gnzet., Santal Pargana.s, 277 ; L. A. M. B., 4G0 ; (/.’) 2294, 
2295. 2i;l(). 24.‘51. 
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ORISSA DIVISION. 

CUTTACK DISTRICT. 

Cuttack. 

No. 82. {(i) Eanit);iti locally known a.s the Qil’a. 

(b) On the south bank of the Katjuriii river opposite to the city; (c) Government; {d) Ila ; 
{e) Abul Fazl in his Al'i-i-Akhurl ascribes the construction of the fort to Telihga MukancI Deoj 
the last of the independent Hindu Kings of Orissa, who ruled from 1560 to 1568 A.D. 

(/) In the Temple Ueeotds of Puri the foundation of the town of t'uttaek 
is ascribed to the Ivesarl kings of Orissa.. 'I’liis may or may not bo eoi'i'ect. 

l)Ut thto'e can l)e no 
doubt tliat Cuttack was 
the capital of the i)i- 
digenous kings of (frissa 
froTU a very early 
date being admirably 
adapted foi' the pur- 
pose l)y the natural 
strength of its position, 
which rendered it a 
safe place of retreat. 
I’he natural sti’cngth 
of the place was still 
lurtiu'r incrcmsc'd bv 
Raja -Mukand l)eo. the 
Fra 1.31. — Barabati Fort: Fast "ato. Cuttack. last king of ( )rissa, 

who built the great fort of Barabati on the southern bank of the Mahanadl. 
But the building of the fort had hardly bemi comjileted when the country 
was overrun by Krda-Pahar. tin' .M'ghan general of Sulaiman Kararani. king of 
Bengal, and the fort passed into tin' luinds of flit' conquerors, who did not, 
however, ri'inaiu long in ])ossession. 

In 1.575 .V.D. Da'fid j^an. tin* last .VIgh.an king ol Bengal and (Irissa, 
was defeated by Todar .Mai and .Mun’im Khan at .Mughalmari. and. taking 
refuge in Cuttack, executed a treaty there, by which he was allowed to retain 
(Irissa on ceding Bihai' and Ih'ugal to the Knqieror .Vkbar : but in 1.57() Ids 
disastrous defeat and death at Rajmahal left the way clear for the Imperial 
forces', ami Cuttack lu'came the capital of the .Mughal .Sfibalidars. In the 
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troubled times which followed, as dui-iiit) tlie vicerovaltv of 'Ah N'aidi Khan, it 

' o « . 

again became the centre of fierce conflicts. 'All ^'ard^ I^au first had to wrest 
it from the grasj) of iMur^id Quli |Aan. the brother-in-law of hi.s predecessor ; 
and then, when the people rose in revolt against the oppres.sion of lii.s l)ej)Uty, 
lie was forced to march again on Cuttack witli an armv of 2(».0(»0 men. .Alliza 
Baepr All ^an. who had a.ssunied tlie Government, was (uicam]»ed witli trooj)s 
and artillery on tlie southern bank of the .MahanadI : but All \'ardi Khan's 
soldiers, plunging into the river, (juickly cros.sed to Cuttack at the Jobra Ghat, 
and, dis 2 tersing the op]}osing forces, entered the town in triunptli (17-11 A. D.). 

Ihe illarathas now, however, began to overrun Ori.s.sa. and for the next ten 
vears we have a confused record of niaicdiings and counter-niarchina's with 

Cuttack as the jnize for whicli the contending jrarties struggled. Not long 
after the dejiarture of All \’ardl ^an. Jlaghujl Bhonsla suddeuh- burst upon 

Orissa and a^ipeared under the walls of the fort, where the garrison sustained 
a vigorous seige for about a month, d'he citadel was, however, ill-ecpiijrped 
for a lengthy defence ; provisions ran short, and at last the eommandaut caqii- 
tulated and the i\laratlius took jiosse.ssion of the city. In 1741) Baghuji Bhonsla, 
who liad in the meantime been Inisy with Ids raids in Bengal, retired to Berar ; 
and the next year All \ ardi Khan determined to conduct a vigorous cam- 

paigu against the Marathas in Ori.ssa. and to recover the (•a])ital. Beiufotce- 
iiients were sent from Berar bv the iMaratlius. but 'All Vardi Klian. making 

a forced march, compelled them to surrender the fort after a siege of 15 davs. 
It soon j^awsed again into the hands of the 3Jarathas on the cession of Grissa 
to them in 1751, and they lield undisiinted possession of it till the advent 

of the British in 1803. ndieii tlie dlaratlias having shut themselves ip) in the 
foi't, the small British invading force eut(*red Cuttack, without meeting 

any o])])osition, on the 8th of October. Tliev at once started to erect 

batteries and force the apjn-oaclies to tlie fort, wliicli. strongly Imilt of stone 
and surrounded liy a moat varying from 35 to 135 feet in width, had onlw 

one entrance, readied by a very narrow bridge across tlie moat. The but- 
teries. erected five liundred yards off the south face of the fort, were coin- 

jileted by tlie night of tlie 13tli October, and firing cominmiced early the 

lollowing morning. By II a.m. all the defences had been knocked to pim-es. 

and the guns of the fort silenceil. 'I’Ih' storming jiartv. consisting of a de- 
tachment from Jlis .Alajesty'.s 22nd Begiment and the (Madras European Begi- 

nient, 400 sepoys from the 20th Bengal Native Infantry, the 9th and 19th 

Madras Native Infantry, and some artillery, with a six-jamiider to blow ojien 

the gate, advanced to the attack. 4’lie bridge was ipiicklv passed, under a 

heavy lire from the fort, but it was nearly forty minutes before tin' wicket 

was blown open suflicieiitly to admit one man. The Eurojieans jiassed in 
singly but with such nqiidity that, iiotwitlistaudiiig the resistance at the inner 

gates, they overwlieliiied the garri.-.on, who after a verv seviu'c loss ahaiidoued 
the fort. 

As stated ;diove, the fort of Barabati was built hv .Mukand Deo, the last 
Hindu kinu ol Orissa (1500-08) In the it is disseribcd as a grand 
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palace cdiisistiiig of nine courts, tlie first of wliicfi was used for the elephants, 
camels, and horses ; the second was occupied by the artillery and the guards, 
and contained (piarters for attendants ; the third by the patrol and gate- 
keepers ; in the fourth were located the workshops ; in the fifth the kitchen ; 
the sixth contained the public reception rooms ; the seventh the private apart- 
ments ; the eighth the women's apartments ; and the ninth the sleeping chamber 
of the llaja himself. 

" It was here that the IMughal Siibahdars held their court, and fortun- 

ately we have a description of its splendour in the account of William Burton, 
who visited it with Ralph Cartwright in 1633. He was much impressed with 
the magnificence and pomp of the stately court of Malcandy, as he calls it, 
JMalcandy being apparently a corru 2 Jt form of Mukanda l)eva. ' The English 
travellers," writes Hr. Wilson in ’ The Early Annals of the English in Bengal,’ 
reached the place from the east over a long narrow causeway, and were 
conducted through a labyrinth of buildings to the court of public audience. 

Here Burton and his com^ranion awaited the coming of his Highness, and 

found themselves objects of much curiosity. At last the word came that the 
Xabob was ajiproaching. The place was forthwith spread with rich carpets, 

gold being placed at the corners to hold them down, and in the middle 

a red velvet bolster for his Highness to recline against. Thus, preceded by 
his brother, a comely man carrying a sword, accompanied by fifty grave- 
looking courtiers and greeted on all sides with low prostrations, came the 
Moghul Governor, a fair and stately personage, leaning his arms upon two 
of his attendants. This was Agha 31uhammad Zaman, a Persian grandee 

born in Tehran, who was in high favour with the Emperor Shah Jahan, and 
had recently been sent to Orissa to wage war against the King of Golkonda. 

He verv affably inclined his head towards Mr. Cartwright, who was presented 

to him bv 3Iirza Momiu and, slipping oli his sandal, offered his foot to our 

merchant to kiss, which he twice refused to do, but at last he was fain to 
do it. Then the Xabolj and the whole court sat down crossed-legged. The 

English merchant brouglit forth his presents, and made his requests to the 
Xabob for trading privileges. But l)y tlie time he had reached the end of 
his story, the King's Almoner gave the signal for prayers, and the whole 
companv knelt down with their faces towards the setting sun. Prayers being 
ended, and business laid aside, the jialace was soon ablaze with countless 
cvax tapers, which the attendants lighted up with great ceremony.” (Hist. 

Gazett., 2U3-04). 

Even as late as the beginning of the 19th century, the citadel must have 
been an imposing sight, to judge from iMr. .Stirling's ilescrijition of it (pub- 
lished in the Asiatic Researches, Vol. X\', 182.5). " The only monument,” 

he writes '' of tlie Gajajiati Rajas which their ancient capital exhibits is the 
fortress of Barabati, built in the 14th century by Raja Ananga Blum Deo. 
Some ascribe its erection to Telinga Mukund Deo, the last of the indepen- 
dent sovereigns of Orissa, and others refer it back to a jieriod as early as 

the times of the Kesari dynasty. However that point may stand, its sipiare 

2 u 
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slojiing tower.s or ba.stions. and general style,. Iie.-^jirnik <-leaily a Hindu oiigin. 
The .Aluhannnadaii or MaratJia governors added a round hastion at tIk* X.W. 

angle, and constructed the great arched gateway in tlie eastern face, which 

alterations are alluded to in a Persian inscription, giving lor the date of re- 
paiis and additions the fourth year of the reign of Aliniad Shall or A.l). IToO. 
The fort has double walls built of stone, the inner of whiidi enclose a rect- 

angular area measuring 2,1.50 by 1,800 feet. 'J’he entrance lies through a grand 
gateway on the east, flanked by two lofty S([uare towem. having the sides 
inclining inwards from the base to the sunnnit. A noble ditch faced with 

masonry surrounds the Avhole. measuring in the broadest part two liundied 

and tAventy feet across. From the centre of the fort rises a huge syuare bas- 
tion or caA'alier supporting a flag-staff. This feature, combined AA'ith the lofti- 
ness of the battlements on the riA'er face, giA'es to tlie edifice an imposing, 

casTellated appearance, so much so that the Avhole wlien seen from the o])posite 
bank of the -Alahanadi pre.sented to the imagination of Mr. La -Motte, avIio 

traA’elled through the proAunce in 1767 A.D.. some resemblance to the AA'est 
side of Windsor Castle. Xo traces of tlie famous palace of Paja 3Iukund 
Deo. mentioned in tlie Aln-i-Akliari, are to be found Avithin the aatiIIs of fort 

Barabati, but the fragments of sculptured cornices, etc., AA’hich luiA'e been dug 

up at different times, more especially a massive candelabra, or pillar furnished 
with branches for holding lights, formed of the fine grey indurated Chlorite 

or pot stone, aie probably the remains of some large and splendid edifice ”. 

There is little in the present aitpearance of the tort or Qil'a, as it is gene- 
rally called, AA'liich answers to the aboA'e de-scrijition. Soon after the place 
Avas occupied by the British forces all the buildings in the Fort AA’ere pulled 
doAvn by the Public Works Department, and the stones thus obtained Avere 

used in the construction of the Light House at False Point and other public 
buildings, as Avell as for metalling the roads. The tort noA\’ contains the Sta- 

tion Club and the hospital, magazine, and barracks for the use of soldiers 
stationed here : and also a fine three-domed mos([ue, named after one Fath 

Khan, Avhicli is the only building <»f any anti<piity in the fort. Originally 
there must luiA'e been scAeral tanks AA'ithin the fort area, but these are mostly 
.silted up noAV. except one, on the Avestern edge of Avhich stands the tomb 

of a Muhammadan saiTit knoAAn as BukharT Sahib. The tomb is a flat-roofed 
modern structure, about 18 feet by 15, and consists of tAA'o rooms, the eastern 
or back one containing the graA'e. TTie plinth of the structuie is oA'ergroAvn 

AA'ith a large p7pr// tree, AA'liich has done considerable damage to the stone ma- 
sonry on the tank side. The attendants of the tomb could not furnish any 

iidormation about the saint, but the District (Jazettcer mentions that the 
tomb contains the head of one 'All Ihij^arT, aaTio took a conspicuous part in 

the final siege and cajiture of the Barabati fort, and AA'hose headless trunk 

AA'as carried by his hoi'se to .Taiyiui’. Avhere his tomb is still to be seen near 
the fs. D. O.'s RungaloAv. 

The only remnants of the Barabati I'ort extant ai'e an arched gateway 

on the east and a broad moat faced AA'ith stone masoniA^ all round the fort. 
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llie moat, which is eutiiely under cultivation, now measures about 100 feet 
wide and 12 feet deep. The stone facing has disappeared everywhere except 
on the east and south sides. 

llie gateway consists of an arched o 2 >ening 9 ft. 3 ins. wide and IG feet 
high, flanked by two square sloping towers to the right and left. A large 
banyan tree has taken root in the southern tower. The moat is crossed by 
a solid causeway flanked by short masonry walls. 

Internally, the gate was provided with a suite of three chambers on each 
side, which were apparently added at a later date, and are now blocked up. 
The rooms on the left or south side had arched entrances ; those on the north 
lintel-headed doors, with a paved verandah in front. 

The jiosition of the huge bastion or ’■ cavalier which, according to Mr. 
Stirling, siqijiorted a flagstafl: in the centre of the fort is probably marked by 
the large mound of earth and broken masonry on the tojr of which now 
stands a gum 

The fort walls were about 90 feet liack from the moat, and their site 
is marked by a low ridge of earth and stones jamning parallel to the moat. 
They appear to have l)een ab(»ut 12 feet in thickne.ss. The fort area, includ- 
ing the moat, measures about 2,300 ft. by 1,475 ft. Stirling gives the area 
within the walls as 2,150 ft. by 1,800 ft., but the latter figure, viz., 1,800, 
would appear to be a misprint for 1,.300. 

(</) Xoiie. The Persian inscription, dated 1750 A.D.. spoken of by Stirling as recording 
the “construction of the great arched gateway" ami existing “on the eastern face of around 
bastion at the IS'-tV. angle of the fort cannot be traced now. 

{h) Good; (j) S.A.B., X\ I1I, 83-84; District Gazetteer, Cuttack, 204-07; Fergusson, Ind. 
Arch., II, 112; Asiatic Researches, XT (1825), 189-190; (A) 2178, 2179, 2181. 


Jajpur. 

No. 83. (fl) Broken image of a Bodhisatfva. 

{h) In front of the Sub-Divisional Officer’s bungalow ; (c) Government ; (d) Ila ; (tp 8th or 
9th Century A.D. 

(f) The statue is a colossal image, IG leet 5 inches in height by 5 feet 
2 inches in width, locally known as the Kaliyuga. In Dr. iMitra's time it 

was called Santa .Madhava (/.c., Krishna) a])parently from its having been 
brought to this place from the small village ol Santa iMfidhava some two 
miles from .Jajpur. In reality it appears to he a figure of the Bodhisattva I’ad- 

ma^iaiii, in high relief. The face is badly tlamaged. the statue is broken across 

the loins, and the fet't and right hand are missing, d’he ornaments include 
ear-i'ings. necklet, girdle and tiara. ai»ove the last-named being the small figure 
of a Dhyaiil-Buddha seated cross-legged as usuai, in the attitude of medita- 
tion. There are traces of a long iotus stalk in the left hand, which is jdaced 

2 n 2 
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on the hip. and of anotJier lotus plant near the right knee, indicating 

that originally the figure held a lotu.s flower in each hand. This eiicnin- 

stance. and the jiresenee of the girdle, would ordinarily siigge.st a figure of 
Surya rather than that of a Bodhisattva, hut the Dhyanl-Bnddha above the 

tiara seems to preclude an identification of the imago with the Sun-Ciod. The 
latter almost always wears a high crown, hut in the present ea.ie the hair 

is hrushed back from the forehead and is arranged in a large chignon on 
the top of the head, a few strand.s falling thence to the shoulders. The mate- 
rial is sandstone. 

(f/) Xone ; (/;) Fair; (J) Jlitra's Antiquities of Orissa, II. 159; P.A.S.B. 1872, pi. Ill; 
(k) 2186 and 2188. 


No. 84. -(«) I mage of Channinda. 

(6) In front of the Sub -Divisional Officer’s 
the 9th century A.D. 



J jo. — JjiiauD' of Chruminfl I, JTijpur. 


bungalow ; (c) Government ; (d) Ila ; (c) About 

(f) This image (height 9 ft. 1 in. ; 
width 6 ft.) is a remarkable piece of 
sculpture. The goddess is represented 
as the hideous skeletoii of a decrepit 
old woman, all bones and skin and 
no fle.sh, seated in an easy posture 
on a prostrate liuinan being. She 
wears necklaces of human skulls and 
ornaments (d’ bones : and had originally 
four arms, all of which are broken. 
The sculptor's attemjit to indicate the 
extreme emaciation of the goddess 
is remarkably successful, though ana- 
tomically open to criticisju. The 
image is carved in chlorite and was 
brought from near the Mincti-iiuindapa 
in the vicinity. It is cai’ved in full 
relief, like No. 84. 

(fj) Xono ; [h] Good ; {j) Hunter’s Orissa, 

I, 269 ; Di.st. Gazet., Cuttack, 215 ; .S.A.B., 
XVHI. 87-88, A.K., XV, ;1;J5-;5;1G ; (/,) 1211. 
1891, 2) 90. 


No. 85. (a) Colossal imag(' of Indrani. 

(6) In fidiit of the Sub-Divisioual Officer's bungalow; (c) Government; (d) lla; (<’) about 
9tli century A.D. 
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(f) This four-arnied statue (height 
rejireseiits IndranT, the wife of Indra. as 



Flo. 1113. — Image of IiKlrruii, JafpCir. 

No. 86.- -((/) Image of Varahl. 



Fig. 131. — Image of V.ir.ilii, Jajpiir. 


8 ft. 8 ins ; width 5 ft. 9 ins.) 
one of the Seven ^Mothers of Hindu 
mythology. She is seated on a raised 
throne in an easy posture (lllasana) 
and is readily identifiable through her 
T cilia na, the elephant, sculptured on 
the pedestal. The goddess wears a 
high conical headdress, elaborate 
ornaments, and a sun, the folds 
of the sdn falling in front on the 
pedestal. On her left thigh she 
originally held a child, but this 
portion of tlie sculpture is now broken 
and missing. 

The image is made of chlorite 
and carved in full relief. It has 
been brouglit from tlie Miilii- 
UKIIKjujM. 

(g) None ; (h) Good ; (/) Hunter’.? Orissa, 
I, 208 ; S..A..B.. XV III, 87 ; Dist. Gazet., 
Cuttack, 215 . .A.<iatic llesearclies. XV, 335- 
330 ; (/■) 12!>, 1889, 2191, 


(6) In front of the Sub-Divisional OlRcer’s 
bungalow ; (c) Government ; ((/) Ila ; (e) About 
the 9th century A.D. 

(/) A colossal four-armed image (height 
8 ft. 10 ins., width 0 ft.) of Varahl 
.seated in an easy postuie. witli tlie right 
leg pendant, the foot resting on a 
buffalo .sculptured (in the pedestal. 

The image rejiresents the earth tfod- 
dess. wild assumed human form in order 
to become the wile of the boar incar- 
nation of Vishnu. .She is shown with 
three (wes, and the hair is treated in 
■ cork-screw curls raised high on the 
lorehead. She wears ornaments and a 
sdn, the ends of the latter falling on 
the ]ied('stal. 

'I'lirt'o of her four arms are broken ; 
the fourih holds a child (.m her left 
thigh. i he head of the child was 
formed of a separate block oi stone 
and has disappeared. 
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Tlie image, whick is caived iu chloi’ite, i^ praeticully in full leliel. tl.e 
back slab Jtaviiig been cut away about the centre. Jt i." said to liavc once 
belonged to the JiL^hi-nnonlajHi. the site of which, now occupied bv the tombs 
of BufAiiii Sahib. Ids nepliew and his hor.se. i.-' situated about lop yards 
to the soutJi of the .Sub-Divisional Officer's ))ungalow. 

(y) Xone ; (h) Good: (j) Hunter'.s Orksa. I, 26.8; L.A.M.B., 472; Dist. Gazet , Cuttack. 
21.J ; S.A.B., XA'lII, 87. A-iatic Researclies, XV, .'Ifi.j-S.'iO ; (/.) 121u, Istiiy 2180. 


No. 87. (u) .Atharanala or Tentrdimal bridge. 

(b) South-we.s't of the C'hande.svara village, about U miles from the Inspection Bungalow ; 
(c) Government ; (il) Ila : (e) Uncertain, }>robat)lv built by one of the lnde])eurleut Ivinas of 
Orissa some time before the Muglial conrpiest in the I6th century A.D. 

(/) The Atharanala at Jajpur i.s a bridge of eleven openings spatuied bv a 
corbelled construction; and thus is not sul))e('ted to the side thrnst im])osed 

by the true arch fonn, 
the stresse.s here being 
solely vertical. 'Phis c(>u- 
struction of overlapping 
courses is sindlar to that 
oi the Atliilraurda biidoe 
at Jbii'i ; but at .Jajpnr 
a narrow .S 2 )ace is left 
at the to)) of file cor- 
belling and is spanned 
by deep lintels splayed 
at the ends to afford 
a key (after the manner 
of an arch voussoir). 
The splaycrl lintels are 
each some .1 to 4 feet dee]) and a loot tliick. and run right through the full 
depth of the opeiung from end to end. 

This final key-stoTie construction is nd.ssing from the otherwise simihirlv 
constructed liridgc at Pui’i. and coiistitntc's one of tin* priitcipal difference.s 
between thenr. 

lire whole bridge is 210 ft, long (not 240 ft. as given in the Gazetteer) 
ritrd .31 feet wide including tlu' idiutnamts at the ends. Of the (deveir ojaui- 
itigs of the Irridge, the central five are higher and wider in sjran than the 
.side ones, imtking the luhlgr* nnich higher in fhe middle than at the ends. 
The central arches are Si, teet irt sjrair rrrrd rest on ])ier-s of alrout the sartre 
thrck-ness. The abntnient.s at the ends am built of brterite. but in tire central 
poitiorr blocks of sandstorre artd grairite have been freelv used ; while a number 
of stones carcod with limrrarr and anintal figures, which are built up jirorrtis- 
nuorrsly in the piers clciirly irrdieate that the verrtains of a mediaeval tenrple 
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Avoie ill rejiairiiig tlie liiidge. 'Flie openings are now largely silted up; 

and the Mad.igin, wliieli used to run beneatli the bridge, now no longer flows 
as a I’egnlar >treani. 

(a) None ; (//) Good ; (j) Fergusson, Ind. Arch., II, 113 ; L.A.M.B., 178-80 ; Dist. Gazet., 
Cuttack, :^17-]8: (1) 2182—81. 


No. 88.— {(f) Cliandesvara Pillar or Sublia-fitanibha. 

(b) About a mile and a half from the town and a few yards off the road from the bazar to 
the temple of Biraja ; (c) Government ; (d) la ; (e) Late Gupta. 

(/) The })illar stands on a irede.stal of 3 block.s of stone, the lowest of 
which measures .1 ft. 3 ins. by 1 ft. 10 ins. and the second and third 1 ft. 10 ins. and 

1 ft. 0 ins., square respectively, making up a total 
height of .5 ft. ins. The shaft is a monolith 
19ft. 7 ins. high (not 29 feet as given by Mitra), 
with a diameter of 3 ft. 5 ins. It is square 
at the base for 1 ft. 5 ins., octagonal for the 
ne.vt 9 inches and .si.xteen-sided above. The cap 
consists of a l(i-sided cylindrical block 4 feet 
high, ornamented with Klrtimul'lta heads with 
heavy pearl garlands pendant, and surmounted by 
a lotus calyx, which supports in turn a square 
slab relieved with a cyma-reversa moulding on 
the north and south faces and carved with a 
group of three Allatttes on the east and west. 
The lotus calvx and the square abacus above are 
ea( h about 2 feet high. There is no crowning figure 
over the s((uare abacus on top. Tlie pillar is of 
chlorite and its total height from the present 
m’ound level to the top of the s([uare abacus is 
nearly 33 feet (not 37 feet as given by iMitra). The 
sixteen-sided shaft and the different parts of the 
capital are all exquisitely chiselled and highly 
polished, but the base is left rough and unpol- 
ular at the corners. Kach of the three blocks of stone 
the base or pedestal has been pierced with diagonal holes at 
the four corners. Dr. linnter in bis SUtlls/ind AfTofutt of CffUftrl- says that 
the legend about these holes is that Krda-iiahar, general of Snlaiman KararanI 
the Afghrui king of Bengal, after his compiest of .Tajpur made a vain attempt 
to ]uill down the column by means of chains and teams of elephants; but 
succeeded only in removing the capital (from the top of the column) 

which is said to be now preserved in a small temple about half a mile from the 
pillar. Tin's legend, however, does not bear criticism ; for if it had ever been 



ITo. I3G. — Chandoiv.ira pillar, 
.Jajpur. 

ished, and is very iri-e« 
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intended to down tlie iiiliar the cliaitw would li.ive heeu tautened 

near the top of the column rather than at the ha^u Moreovei'. the pede>tals 
of these massive Hindu pillars were usually elahorately ornamented witli heauti- 
ful mouldings and carvings, while in the present case the base is alisolufely 
devoid of ornament and has every ap 2 )earauce of having la'en left unfinished. 
It seems reasonahle to infer, therefore, that the hole^. wliich are twelve in 
number (each block of stone having been pierced with a hole at cuich of the 
four corners), were originally intended for the metal or stone dowels holding 
the outer casing of the base. The Aruna pillar standing in front of tlu' Puri 
Temple affords an analogous instance. It is onlv a few inches higher than 
the Chandesvara pillar, and though much more slender and light — being only 
two feet in diameter — its elaborate ba.se i.s 7 ft. 9 ins. siprare at the bottom, while 
the base of the Chandesvara pillar is only 4 ft. 10 ins. S([uare. A'- regards the re- 
moval of the it may be observed that the sfpiare abacus at the top 

of the pillar has not been injured in any way, which would probably not 
have been the case had the crowning figure been pulled down by an icono- 
cla.st. 

It has also been a.sserted by Dr. Hunter and other.s that the pillar marks 
the site of a large temple, all traces of which have been obliterated. This 
api)ear,s to be improbable, for the remains of the Jlukti-mcmdapa at Jrijpur, 

believed to have been destroyed by Krda-pahar, are still traceable around 
the Bukhari Srdiib's tomb. The Chandesvara pillar, in short, seems to have 
been a K'uti-stamhha .set up by some local Raja to commemorate a victory ; 

and its present name Snbha stcanhha ’ The Auspicious Column and the 
Kh't'nnubha heads it bears on the capital also lend, perhaps, some slight sup- 

port to this view. 

Bilbu Chandrasekhara Banerji says that at the foot of the pillar ” there 
was an inscription on a slab, which a Sauva.sl destroyed in the hotie of ob- 
taining the treasure which he supposed was hidden behind it.’’ If this is so, 

tlu' inscription was doubtless cut on a se 2 )arate slab attached to the jireseut 
rough stone base. 

{(j) Xone ; {h) Excellent ; (j) L.A.II.B., 47G-78 ; Hunter’s Oris.sa, I, 26G-7, Dist. Gazet., 
Cuttack, 2IG. P.A.S.B., 1872, :i]-32; S.A.B. XVllI, 8G ; {!;) 1208, 1892, 2185. 


PURI DISTRICT. 

Bhuvanes'vara. 

No. 89. (a) Iblja llani Ternjile. 

(h) Aliout GUO yils. to X.E. of the IMuktc.fvara Tcm[)lc ; (c) Government ; (d) la ; [c) Fergusson 
ascribe.s it to about 1000 A.D. ; Ur. Hitra thinks it might be earlier — about the Otli 
century A.D. 




RAJARANI TEMPLE 
BHUVANESVARA 



GROUND PLAN 
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(/) The Raja Ram Temple, though comparatively small, is perhaps the 
most beautiful of the group of temples at Bhuvaiiesvara. ‘ It marks the culmination 

in the develop- 
ment of the local 
style of Indo- 
A r y a n Temple 
architecture. The 
plan is so arrang- 
ed as to give 
great variety and 
play of light and 
shade, and the 
details are ex- 
quisitely carved, 
making it altoge- 
ther one of the 
gems of Orissan 
architecture. As 
will be seen from 
the photograph 
inset, the motif of 
decorating a temple 
with miniatures 
of itself has been 
pursued to such 
an extent in the 
Raja Rani shrine 
as almost to dis- 
guise the real form 
of the monument. 
The Raja Rani 
Temple consists 
virtually of two 



Fig. 1.37. Raja Rani teniplo, BhuvaiieSvara. 


a 


contiguous buildings, namely, a -sanctuary (dexl) and a porch {jarimoJicm), „ 
covered passage through the great thickness of wall connecting the interiors 
of the two structures. The material of which the shrine is built is a tine 
grained ^aliet\ of buft'-red sandstone. I he dcitl and the poi ch stand on 
a common platform 70 ft. by 38 ft. and 2 ft. 7 ins. high. The ornamentation 
of the porch appears never to have been completed, and it is possible that 
this portion of the stiucture was added after the completion of the dod. 
The ground plan of the temple is givmi in the accompanying ]ilate V. 
ihe principle of the construction apjiears to originate in a sipiare. each 

progressively by two projections into 
fne separate facets, thus converting it into a ■parndiarathl structure. The 
central one of these projections, which is usually provided with one or more 

2 I 
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niche.s to accoiiiniodate iiuayos of tlio iniiior (leitie-;. is called tha /v/Z/a/ac/o, 
tiiose oil its eitlier siile. anni'illut ixnidn. and the coriiai- ones. Ixinaku intijns. By 
these paiids or projections each side of the structure is divided into five 
vertical sections falling into three main planes. Kadi vertical .-it'ction forms 
a separate ■<ikhaf(i or miniature temple, with other narrow columiidike .i/kl/itiU'i 
inset in the re-entrant angles; while towards tlie top of the shrine the central 

and two of the side sikhams merge into one. 'I'lie four side ])i'ojections on the 

faces of the building are so prominent as to convey the im]ires-,ioii of a grou]i 

of attached sikhnas rather than a single shrine; and the effect is ceitainly 


most picturesi[ue. Practically the whole exterior is most elaborately carved 
with human and animal figures, floral designs and scroll work. The temple 
stands on a moulded plinth 2 ft. 7 ms. high decorated with a pointeil torus 
between two flat fiaiids. the upper one of whi<-h is oinamented with scroll work. 
The walls rise from this plinth and, up to a iu'ight of f ft. !) ins., are adorned 
with a cyma-reversa moulding .set in a Hat surface decor.ited with iiiches 
containing human figures. A bold ovolo of a somewhat f deck tv])e occurs in 
the middle of this dado, and is siirnioimted hv a moulding id’ tliree bands 
resembling that of tli(> ])rmth. Above this dado the sikhnin ])rojections are 



carveil in the shape of ciiiciform pillars 
with the corners so chamlered as to 
leave a raiscnl central offset in the 


middh* of eai h 

side. 

These 

offsets are 

decorate'd with 

two 

rows 

of hiiinau 

figures in high 

relief. 

one 

above the 

other, with a 

baud 

oi 

mouldings 


l)etw(M‘n. The figure-, ,ii'e mostly of f(.‘- 
mah‘s, hut iuclinle ,dso snim' of the 
les.ser deities, such as the Dikprilns, 
among whom India. Agin. Vania. Vanina 
and Kiivera can he idmitified. .Vhox'c 
tli(‘ siM-ond row of figures ai'(“ seven 
horizontal ImikIs of mouldings, and aho\'e 
the mouldings a s])ire crowinnl hv an 
diiKilitka and a jiiimacle. The attaidied 
■<ikli<ir((s at the corners are more imis- 
siv(' and rise to a greater height than 
those nearer the central projections. 


' Irff n a! loti. 


Between eaidi koHuka and (iiKirdlnt 
siklnirtf. there is a narrow colninnar 


1 1:1/11 I'll 'ct (■(ii'iier-wi-.e and dei-oi'ated with fhir.d scroll work' instead ol figures. 
^1 liesc colninnar ■•^/kltnrns me higher than those on either side of them. 
The vertical recesses hetween the several sik/idiiiK are decorated with floral 


iiiotifs and r,im|)ant lei>irritfs standing on «‘le])lian1s in the lower row. and 
with hiiinan figure-,, -.oine of which are oliscemg in the m)[)er. .VhoV(> the plinth 
the central dkl/inii in each facade is jn'ovided with two niches, one .ihove 
the otl’.er, but none of these six niches contams any imagi's. 'I’lie lowi'r 




IN THE HIHAE AND OEISSA PEOVINCE. 233 

niches (4 ft. 8 ins. by 2 ft. ins.) are flanked by two octagonal jiilasters 
exquisitely carved with liuman figures and scrolls : and below tlieni is a 
miniature temple on eacli front. The columns of tlie iqiper niches are 
comparatively plain and are flanked by leogrift's with riders, standing on 

crouching elejihants. The lintels of the niches are beautifully carved. Above 
the upjier niches rise the projecting silharas over-topping those on each flank. 
A little higher up, the central and the anardha projections merge into one 
and are treated as a single sikharu. Above this point the teuqile sjiire is 

relatively jflain and the sides converge inward as tliey rise higher and higher, 
until the area of the truncated top is sufficiently reduced to allow of its being 
covered by stone slabs. Surmounting the spire are the usual dmalal'a. the I'ala.sa 
and the finial. The dmalaka is supported ou four squatting figures of yakslias. 

The kalasa and tlie finial are modern restorations. The wheel on the 
finial of the shrine has also been set up in modern times to indicate that 
the temple was originally dedicated to the worshij) of Vishnu. This conclusion 
was arrived at through an examination of the floor of the shrine, wliich. it 
was found, had not been originally provided with a circular hole to receive 
the lower portion of a linyam, the phallic emblem of Siva, usually worshipped 

in Saivite temples. It may be remarked, however, that there is no medln or 

platform in the temple for a ^'aisuavite cult image. 

The total height of the temple is 03 feet, according to Dr. Itajendra hsA 
Mitra. 

The plinth of the ja/piio/iaii or porch is 2 ft. 7 ins. high and is raised in 
3 tiers of plain dressed sandstone. The walls are relieved with a few bold mould- 
ings to a height of 2 
ft. 7 ins., and are per- 
fectly plain above : the 
continuity of the lines 
being broken by the 
projection of a door- 
way in the ea-t side 
and of a balustraded 
window on the north 
and south. The win- 
dows. which are each 
5 feet wide by 4 ft. 
o ins. high, are filled 
by live balusters, a 
space of about 11 ins. 

XTg. l.'jy. — l!aja liaiil lafrmohan (loorway. between each buluster 

b(>ing left tor the admission of light. t)n ea<-h side of tlu' windows are two 
round pillars sujiporting a jilain chlidijfi. 4'he ])illa!'s oi tlu' nnrtheiu wiiulow' 
are (iiiite plain, luit those Hanking the southern window bear rough outlines 
of Am// figures, with their long serpent tails entwined round the shafts. At the 
bases of the pillars are three griflins mounted on triple elephants. 
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Access to the interior of the temple is gained thiough a (hiorway in the 
east ivall of the jagmohaa. On either side of the door is a round 2 )illar, 
adorned with the same design of three kneeling elejihants surmounted by as 
many lions at the base, and the bodies of AV7//Z.y with ser 2 )ent tails on the 
shaft. The hooded heads of the Xdgis appear in the place of capitals. The 

door jambs and the lintel are also carved. The architrave bears the usual 

figures of the nine planets or XavagiaJias. Above the entrance, as well as 
above the northern window, is carved the seated figure of a lion. The 

roof of the jaguiohan is of the usual pyramidal tvpe externallv. treated 
as a receding series of projecting cornices. d’he kalukt at the top is a 

restoration. 

Internally, the porch is a square of 19 ft. 5 ins. The interior walls are each 
relieved with four square pilasters, supporting on their capitals tlie lowest 
corbelling of the roof, which is constructed in the form of diminishing squares. 
Altogether, there are seven such sipiares, the opening in the topmost, of about 
1) feet square, being covered with heavy .slabs. 

A doorway m the west wall of the jagtnohun leails into the dark cell 
of the shrine through a covered pas.sage which varies in width from o ft, to 
7 ft. 9 ins. and is 18 feet in length. The cell itself is 10 ft. 3 in. sipiare with a lofty 
but shallow recess in each wall. The false roof of the shrine is formed <i‘ 
long stone slabs resting on the capitals of the square pilasters in the walls. 
There is no image in the temple, and it is doubtful if any was ever installed. 

Many of the alto irlieco figures on the outer walls are modern restora- 
tions. several of the original ones having lieen carried away by Gen. Stewart 
and Col. Mackenzie. Some of the figures taken away by Gen. Stewart are 
now in the Indian .Museum. 

.A.t present the temple is enclosed within a rough stone balustrade measur- 
ing 106 feet by 57 feet ; but originally it is said to have stood in the middle 
of a vast garden, part of which appears to be lying as waste ground to the 
east of the shrine. 

(g) None ; {h) Good ; (j) L.A.M.B., 5-30-31; Fergiisson, Ind. Arch., If, 103-04 ; A.S.R.E.C. 
(1910-11), 40-47; (k) 570-72, and 2232. 


Dhauli. 

No.. 90. - (a) Rock edicts of Asoka. 

(6) .4.bout I mile south of the village Dhauli, which is some 4 miles south-west of Bhuva- 
nesvara ; (c) Government ; (d) la ; (e) About 2-5G B.C. 

(f) .Miout [ mile south of the village Dhauli, which is some 4 miles south- 
west of Ehuvane.svara, are two short ranges of hills running parallel to each 
otliei- and only a few hundred feet apart. In the southern range, on the 
rock called Asvatthama. a space of about 15 feet long bv 10 feet high has 
been hewn and poli.shed, and on this ])oli.'.hed surface are curved the famous 
Dhauli edicts of Asoka. The inscription is in three columns, d'he left hand 
column, in 26 lines, contains the .Special Edict J, or the ’ Rrovincials’ Edict ” 
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of Mr. Vincent Smith ; the middle column, in 33 lines, contains General Edicts 
I-VI ; the right hand column is in two parts, the upper, in 19 lines, contain- 
ing General Edicts VII-X and XIV, and the lower, in 11 lines within a frame, 

Special Edict II, "The Borderers’ Edict” of Mr. Smith. 

The edicts were first discovered by Lieut. Kittoe in 1837, and deciphered 

by James Princep, who publi.shed a translation in the J.A.S.B. for 1838. Seve- 
ral other translations have since been published, including one by Dr. Biihler 
in the Reports of the Archaeological Snrveij of Southern India, Vol. I, 1887. 
The Special Edicts portion was also revised by M. Senart and translated by 
Dr. Grierson in the Indian Antiquary, Vol. XIX. The following translation 
of the Edicts is that given by Mr. V. A. Smith in his Asoka *; — 

Edict I. 

The Sacredness of Life. 

‘ This pious edict has lieen written by command of His Sacred and Grac- 
ious Majesty the King. 

Here (in the capital) no animal may be slauglitered for sacrifice, nor may 
the holiday-feast be held, because His Sacred and Gracious Majesty the King 
sees much offence in the holiday-feast, although in certain places holiday- 
feasts are excellent in the sight of His Sacred and Gracious Majesty the King. 

Formerly, in the kitchen of His Sacred and (.Iracious Majesty the King 

each day many hundred thousands of living creatures were slaughtered to 
make curries. But now, when this iiious edict is being written, only three 
living creatures are slaughtered (daily) for curry, to wit, two peacocks and 
one antelope -the antelope, however, not invariably. Even those three living 

creatures henceforth shall not be slaughtered.’ 

Fdict 11. 

Provision of Comforts for Men and Animals. 

‘ Everywhere in the dominions of His Sacred and Gracious Majesty the 
King, as well as among his neighbours, such as the Cholas, Pandvas, the 
Satiyaputra, the Keralapiitra, as far as Ceylon, Antiochos the Greek (Yona) 

king, or the kings bordering on the said Antiochos. everywhere has His Sacred 
and Gracious .Majesty the King made curative arrangements of two kinds — 
curative arrangements for men. and curative arrangements for beasts, dledi- 

cinal herbs also, wholesome for men and wholesome for beasts, wherever thev 
were lacking, everywhere have been both imported and planted. Roots, too, 
and fruits, wherever they were lacking, have been both imported and jilanted. 

On the roads both wells have been cau.sed to be dug and tiees caused 
to be planted for the enjoyment of man and beast.' 

♦ For text .md transliteration of these Edict.s see Dr. Burrress's Amerh-itti {.Irrhl. Siirrii/ nf Snntho-n India) 
1887, pp. 114-31. 
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Edict ill . 

The Qtiuiqiiemtial Circuit. 

‘ Thus siiith His yacred and (Jracious Majesty tlie King : when 1 had been 
consecrated twelve years 1 issued this coiniiiaiid ; — 

Everywhere in my dominions the subordinate ofticials. and the Commis- 
sioner. and the Histrict Officer, every five years must proceed on circuit, as 
well for their other business as for this special purpose; namely, to give in- 
struction in the Law of Piety, to wit — '' A meritoi'ious thing is the hearken- 
ing to father and mother ; a meritorious thing is liberality to friends, acijuaint- 
auces, relatives. Brahmans, and ascetics ; a meritorious thing is at)stention 
from the slaughter of living creatures ; a meritorious thing is small expense 
and small accumulation.'''' 

Let the monastic communities also appoint officials for the reckoning, 
with regard to both the principle and specific instructions.’ 

Edict IV. 

The Traelice af Ftef/j. 

‘ For a long time past, even for many hundred years, have increased the 
(sacrificial) slaughter of living creatures, the killing of animate beings. un- 

seemly behaviour to relatives, and unseemly behaviour to Brrduuans and as- 
cetics. 

But now, by reason of His fSacred Majesty the King's practice of pietv, 
the reverberation of the war-drums or rather, the reverberation of the Law 
of Piety— is heard, bringing with it the display to the peojile <;f processional 
car.', elephants, illumination^, and other heavenlv spectacles. 

As for many hundred years before has not ha]i]iened. now at this 2)resent, 
Ln reaxm ol His Sacred idajesty the Kings instruction in the Law of Piet\', 
ha-s'e increased abstention from the killing <d' animate beings, seemlv behav- 
iour to I’elatives. seemly behaviour to Ibrdunans and ascetic.s. hearkeiuim 

to lather and nnUher. and heaikening to elder.'. 

Thus, and in many other ways, the 2 )iactice of piety has incieased, and 

Hi.' Sacred Majesty the King will (ause sindi ])ractice of ])ietv to increase .still 
more. 

d’he sons, grandsons, and great-grandsons (d' His Sacred Majesty the Kino- 
will ])romote the increase in the ])ractice ol sucli ])ietv until the end of the 

cycle, and abiding in ]hety and morality, will give instruction in the Jaiw id' 

Piety. I' or this i,' the liest ol deed' (‘ven giving instruction in the Law of 

Piety- and tlie ])iactiie ot ])iety is not for the immoral man. Jn this matter 

to inciease and not to drerease. both are (“.xcidlent. 

For this very purpo'e Ini' this been caused to be written in order that 

m tliis mattei’. men may str ive Im- im i-eu'C and not belndd decrease 

This has been written by command ol Ills Sacred and Hracious .Majesty 
the King after he had been coiisecratml twelvi* vear.s ' 
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Edict V. 

Censors of the Lair of Pietij. 

‘ Thus saith His Sacred and iTracious Majesty the King : — 

A good deed is a difficult thing. He who is the author of a good deed 
does a difficult thing. Xow, l>v nie niany good deeds have been done. 

Should my sons, grandsons, and my descendants after them until the end 
of the cycle follow in this path, tliey will do well ; but in this matter, he 
who shall omit a (of his duty) will do ill, because sin is an easy thing. 

Xow in all the long time past, officers known as Censors of the Law of 
Pietv never had existed, whereas such Censors were created bv me when I 
had been consecrated thirteen years. 

Among peojjle of all denominations they are employed in promoting the 
establishment of piety, the increase of piety, and the welfare and happ)iness 
of the subordinate officials of the Law of Piety, and of the Yavanas. Kambojas, 
Gandharas. as well as other nations on my borders. 

Among servants and masters, Brahmans and rich, the needy, and the 
aged, they are employed in removing hindrances finm the path of the subor- 
dinate officials of the Law of Piety. 

Thev are employed in tlie prevention of wrongful imprisonment or chas- 
tisement. in removing hindrances, and in deliverance, considering cases where 
a man has a large family, has been smitten by calamity, or is advanced in 
years. 

Here, at Pataliputra. and in all the jirovincial towns, they are every- 
where employed in supervising the female establislnnents of my l)rot]iers and 
sisters, as well as of other r(‘latives. 

These Censors are enpiloved everywhere in my dominions among the sub- 
ordinate officials of the Law with whatsoever concei'iis the Law of Piety, with 
watching over that Law. .iiid with the administration of almsgiving. 

For this purpose has this pious edict been written that it mav long enduie, 
and that my subjects ntav act accordingly.’ 

Fi)f( I \ I. 

Till’ Proiiijii Dispatch of Diisincss, 

'Thus saith llis Sacred and Gr.icioiis Majtvsty tlu' Iving: I’’or a long 
time past it has not Inippemal that busimvss has laam disjiatched and that 
i(>])oits have la’cn reci'ivt'd a.t all hours. .Xow by me this ari'angmmmt has 
been made that at all lioui's and in all ])l;ic(“s whether 1 am dining, or in 
tlu' ladit's' apartimmts. in my Ix'droom, or in my closiU. in mv (i) caii’iage, 
or in t lu' palace gardens the official lleportiM's should report to me on tlio 
peo]ile s business, and 1 am ready to ilo the ])t>ople s busmi'>s in all jilaces. 

And if. peirhance, 1 ])ersonally by word of mouth command that a gift 
be made or an order e.xeciited. or anything urgent is entrusted to the supi-rior 
otli<'ials. and in that bii'-iiH's,, ,i (h.'-pnte aii-.es oj- a Irand occuis anione' the 
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monastic commiinitv, I have commanded that immediate report must lie made 
to me at anv hour and in any place,, because I never feel full satisfaction 
in in}' efforts and disjiatch of business. F'or the welfare of all folk is what 
I must work for— and the root of that, again, is in effort and the dispatch 

of business. And whatsoever exertions I make are for the end that I may 

discharge niv debt to animate beings, and that while I make some happy 
here, they may in the next world gain heaven. 

For this jnirpose, have I caused this pious edict to be written, that it 
niav long endure, and that my sons and grandsons may exert themselves for 

the welfare of all folk. That, however, is a difficidt thing save by the utmost 

exertion.' 


Edict VII. 

Ihtpeifecl fulfihxeiit of the law. 

' His Sacred and Gracious Majesty the King desires that in all places 
men of everv denomination may abide, for they all desire mastery over the 
senses and jnirity of mind. 

3bin, however, is various in his wishes, and various in his likings. 

Some of the denominations will perform the whole, others will perform 
but one part of the commandment. Even for a person to whom lavish liber- 
ality is inipossilile, the virtues of mastery over the senses, purity of mind, 
gratitude, and steadfastness are altogether indispensable’. 

Edict VIII. 

Vloas toara. 

‘ In times past Their Sacred iMajesties used to go out on so-called " tours 
of pleasure,” during cvliich hunting and other similar amusements used to be 
practiced. 

lfi> Sacred and Gracious ^lajcstv tlie King, howovei', after ho had been 
consecrated ten vears, went forth on the roa<l to wisdom. Thus originated 
the "tours of piety " {dJa/i'ina). wherein are practised the visiting of ascetics 
and llrrdimaus. with liberality to them, the visiting of elders, with largess 
of gold, the vi>iting of the jteople of the country, with instruction in the 
Law of Piety and discussioji of the Law of Piety. 

r(iu>e((ueutly. since that time these are the pleasures of His iSacred and 
(iracious i\laje>ty the King in excli.auge for tliose of the past’. 


Edict IX. 

Ti'ac ('(‘rejiaimal . 

’Thus saith His Saci'ed and Gracious iMaje.stv the King: — 

People ])erform various ceremonies on occasions of sickness, the weddings 
of sons, the weddinus of daughters, the birth cd' children, and departure on 
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journeys. On these and other similar ocx-asions people perform ceremonies. 
But at such times the womankind perform many, manifold, triyial and worth- 
less ceremonies. 

Ceremonies certainly haye to be performed, although that sort bears little 
fruit. This sort, however — the ceremonial of piety — bears great fruit. In it 
are included proper treatment of slayes and seryants, honour to teachers, 
gentleness towards living creatures, and liberality towards ascetics and Brah- 
mans. These things, and others of the same kind, are called the ceremonial of 
piety. 

Therefore ought a father, son, brother, friend, or comrade, nay, even a 
daughter, to say, " This is meritorious, this is the ceremonial to be performed 
until the attainment of the desired end.” How is that done ? for the cere- 
monial of this world is of doubtful efficacy ; perchance it may accomplish 
the desired end, perchance, on the other hand, it may not. and so it remains 
of no effect in this world. 

The ceremonial of piety, on the contrary, is not temporal ; for even if 
it fails to attain the desired end in this world, it certainly begets endless 
merit in the other world. If it happens to attain the desired end in this 
world, then a gain of two kinds is assured, namely, in this world the desired 
end, and in the other world the begetting of endless merit through the afore- 
said ceremonial of piety.’ 


Edict X. 

True Glory. 

‘ His Sacred and Gracious Majesty the King does not believe that glory 
or renown brings much profit unless in both the present and the future hia 
people obediently hearken to the Law of Piety and conform to its precepts. 

For that purpose only does His Sacred and Gracious Majesty the King desire 

glory or renown. 

Whatsoever exertions His Sacred and Gracious Majesty the King makes, 
all are for the sake of the life hereafter, so that everyone may be freed 

from peril, and that peril is vice. 

Uifficult, verily, it is to attain such freedom, whether by people of low 
or of high degree, save by the utmost exertion, giving up all other aims. 

That, however, for him of high degree is difficult.’ 


Edict XIV. 

Efiloifiie. 

‘ This set of edicts of the Law of Piety has been written by command 
of His Sacred and Gracious Majesty the King in a form sometimes condensed, 
sometimes of medium huigth, and sometimes expanded ; because everything 
is not suitable in every place for my dominions are extensive, and much, 
has been written and much I shall cause to be written. 
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Certain plinises have been uttered again and again by reason of the lioneyed 
sweetness of sutli and such a topic, in the hope tliat the people may act 
up to them. 

It niav be that sometliing lia.s been written incompletely by reason of 
mutilation of the order, or misunderstanding of the sense, or a blunder of 
the engraver.’ 


Special Edict 1. 

The Bordeieis' Edict. 

The duties of officials to the border tribes. 

‘ Thus saith His Sacred Majesty : — 

At Samapii the high officers are to be addressed in the King's words as 
follows : — 

Whatsoever my view.s are 1 desire them to be acted on in practice and 

carried into effect by cei'tain means. And in mv opinion the chief means for 
attaining this purpose are my instructions to you. 

“ All men are my children ’’ ; and just as I desire for my children that 

they may enjoy every kind of prosperity and happjn«»; in both this world 
and the next, so also I desire the same for all men. 

If you ask, “ \Vith regard to the unsubdued borderers what is the King’s 
command to us ? ” or " What truth is it that 1 de.sire the borderers to grasp ? ” 
- the answer is that the king desires that " They should not be afraid of 

me, that they should trust me, and should receive from me happiness, not 
sorrow." Moreover, they should gra.sp the truth that The King will bear 

patiently with us, so far as it is po.ssible to bear witli us, ” and that “ Eor 

my sake tliey should follow the Law of Piety and so gain both this world 

and the next." 

And for this purpose 1 give you instructions. In this way 1 am dis- 
charged of my debt when 1 have instructed you and intimated my will, my 
inflexible resolve and promise. 

Xow you. acting accordingly, mu.st do your work, and must make these 

people trust me and grasp the truth that ‘‘ The King is to us even as a 

father: he loves us even as he loves him.self : rve are to the King even as 
his children." 

Py instructing you and intimating my will, my inflexible resolve and 
promise. 1 shall have (trained) local officials for this busine.ss. because vou 
are in a position to make these ])eople trust me and to (msure their jiros- 

])erity and hapjiiness in both this world and the next, and by so doino- vou 
can both win heaven and discharge your del)t to me. And for this purpose 

has this edict been hen* inscribed in onh'r that tin* officers ina,v strive with- 
out ceasing to secure the trust of the.se borderers, and set them inoviim on 

the path of piety. 

And this edict must lx* recited at the beginning of (>a(di season of four 
months, on the Tishya day, and. as occasion offers, it may lie recited on a 
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Tishya day in tlie intervals, even to a single hearer. Endeavour by acting 
thus to fulfil niy behests.’ 


Special Edict II. 

The Provincials' Edict. 

The duties of officials to the Provincials. 

‘ By command of His Sacred IMajesty : — 

At Tosali the high officers in charge of the town are to be addiessed as 
follows ; — 

Whatsoever 1115’ views are I desire them to be acted on in practice and 
carried into effect by certain means. And in my opinion the chief means 
for attaining this purpose are my instructions to you, because you have been 
set ovei' many thousands of living beings that you may gain the affection 
of good men. 

“ All men are my children," and just as I desire for my children that 

they enjoy every kind of prosperity and happiness in both this world and 
the next, so also I desire the same for all men. 

You, however, do not grasp tins truth to its full extent. Some indivi- 
dual, perchance, pays heed, but to a part only, not the whole. See tlien to 

this, for the principk' is well established. 

Again, it ha])pens tliat some individual incurs imprisonment or other ill- 

usage, and when he ends in im2)risonment without due t-ause. many other 

people are deeply grieved. In sucli a ca.se you mu.st desire to do ju.stice. 

However, with certain natural dis])ositions, succe.ss is impo.ssible, to ivit, 
envV; lack of per.se veiance, harsline.s.s, impatience, want of application, laziness, 
indolence. You must desire that such dis])o.sition,s be not yours. The root 

of the whole matter lies in perseverance and patience in applying the prin- 
ciple. d’he indolent man cannot louse liim.self to move, but one mu.st needs 

move, advance, go on. 

In tlie same way you must .see to your duty, and be told to I'emem- 

ber : "See to my commands; such and siudi are the instructions of His 

Sacred .Alajesty. ’ Fulfilment of tlie.se bears great fruit, non-fulfilment brings 

great calamify. 15y those who fail neither heaven nor the royal favour can 

be won. Ill performance of this duty can never gain my regard, whereas 

in fulfilling my instiuctions you will win luniven, and also pa\' your debt 

to me. 

This edict must la* recited ever\' Tishya. constellation day. and at inter- 
vals, on fit occasion, it may be recited even to a single hearer. By .such 

action you must endea\'our to fulfil m\' intentions. 

For this purpose has this edict bemi here inscribed in order that the 

administrators of tlu' town may strive without ceasing to prevent the imjuison- 

meiit or ill-u.sage of the townsnum without due cau.se. 

And for this purpos<'. iu accordanci* with the Law of Pietv, I .sliall send 
forth on circuit every five years such officers as an* of mihl and temperate 
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disposition, regardful of the sanctity of life, who knowing tliis ])ur])ose will 
act in accordance with niy instructions. 

From rjjain the Prince will send forth people of a .similar class for the 
same purpose,, hut will not overpass the limit of three yeais. 

The same order applies to Taxila. When the officers aforesaid proceed 
on circuit, then, ivithout neglecting their own ordinary business, they will attend 
to this matter also, and act in accordance with the king's instructions.' 


The reason why Edicts XT, XT I and XIII have been e.xi hided from the 
Dhaull version is probably to be found in the statmnent in Edict XIV, that 

This set of edicts of the Law of Piety has l)een written 

in a form sometimes condensed, sometimes of medium length, anil sometimes 
expanded, liecause everything is not suitable in every jilace. for mv dominions 
arc extensive. " Xow Edict XIII refers to the concjuest of Kalihga and the 
terrible massacres in that war ; and .■'in h an edict may well not have been 

considerc'd suitatdc' for the ccuuiuered territory it.scdf. As regards the two other 
missing edicts, Edict XI defines (Hutnnua (The Law eg Piety), and Edict XII 

declares the king's reveren<.-e for all sects, defines toleration, and speaks of 
the appointment ol censors ; but as the appointment of these* censors had 
already heen notiHed in Edict \', the king's toleration in Edict \'IJ. and dluon^ 
nta had been defined in Edict ill, it is probable that the Edicts XI, XII 
and XJJI were omitted, partly with ,i view to condensation, and jiartlv out 

of political ccmsiderations. 

The two Special Edicts are adilre.s.sed to the officers in charge of the 
country. The numerous aboriginal trilies on the Kalihga bolder recpiired spe- 
cial treatment ; the territor} had been only recently subdued ; and the king's 
officers had to be .specially charged to stop torture, unwarranted imprison- 
ment or acts of violence, and at tr.e same time not to he indolent in the 
di^idiarge of their duties. 

Tlie edicts are addies.sed to the general public as well as to the king's 
officers, and must have been inscriiied close to a big town on or near a pub- 
lic highway. This town was juesuinably To.sali, to the olHcers in charge of 
whiih the Sjiecial Edicts are addressed. X’^o traces of this town have yet 
been discovered ; but it may possibly have been situated iietween the Dhauli 

hills and tlie junction ol tiie Koyakhai. <!ahgua and Dava streams, on tlie 
highway from Khandagiri to Phiivane.svara. Tosali must have been a large 
town and the cajiital <it the .surrounding country ; tor it was the seat of the 
eastern viceroyalty and was in the i barge of a juince. 

'J'he date ot the inscription can only be ajiproximately ascertaiiu'd. Edicts 
II and XIII mention the Hellenistic kings of Syria. Egvjit, ('vrene. .Macedonia 
and Epirus, olz. .Antiochos Theo.s, Ptolemy I’hiladelphos, .Magas. Antigonos 
tionat.is, and Alexander, wh" were all contemporary and were alive in 258 BC 
The latest event recorded in tlie edicts is tlie establishment (d religions censors 
in th.e loiiiteenth year after Asokaks coronation [i.i. 2.30 B.f . ; (Jeneral Edict 
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V) : so it would seem that these General p]dict.s could not have been inscribed 
earlier than 256 B.G, Of the Special Edicts, Edict II or the Borderers’ 
Edict, is said by Mr. Vincent Smith to be contemporaneous with the General 
Edicts, and Edict I or the ' Provincials Edict is placed two years later. 

Immediately above 
the inscription is a 
terrac e measuring 10 ft. 
by 9 ft., on the west side 
of which is the forepart 
of a well modelled 
elephant in the round, 
about 4 feet high, hewn 
out (if the solid rock. 
I'he figure probably 
belongs to the same 
age as tl'e inscription 
and. as such, is (.me of 
the oldest cai'vings in 

V., 

India. A small groove 
runs round three sides 
t'lG. M(.I. — Hook-cut elephant (ibovc tLe A^oka in.scrjption, r)han!(, the terrace leaving a 

space 2.1 feet wide immediately in front of the elephant; while two other 
grooves are cut in the floor on either side of it. and rise up the pei’iiendi- 
cuiar face of the rock behind. These grooves were probably intended to sup- 
port a wooden canojiv. I’he groove on the north side of the terrace has been 
covered up liy the masonry of the shed piotecting the inscription. Origin- 
ally an emblem of Gautama Buddha, the elejihant has become an object of 
oeneral worship during the last years. At the time of Mr. Kittoe's visit 
(1838). it is said to have Ikhui worship])e<l oidy once a year; luit now it is 
held in great veneration; and among the neighbouring villagers the most solemn 
form of oath is to swear by Dhaule.svari Mata, i.c . the tutelary godde.ss of 
this spot. 

I’here aie a few broken caverns both iiatund and artificial in the rocks 
adjoining the Asvatthama. The northern ridge also contains a number of 
similar caves, and over the entranci' of one of tlcmi is cut a small Gupta 
inscription in three lines. At the summit of the northern hill are the remains 
of a temiile with plain but bold mouldings. Lower down, between the western 
extremities of the two ridges, is a small temjih' of laterite dedicated to Siva. 

East of the hills is a large tank named Kausalya Gaiig. in the middle 
of which is an island containing the remains of a ])alace. Tlie tank is about 
a mile and a half long and fivt' furlongs wide. It was ajiparently connected 
with the l)a\a rivei' bv a canal at the nc»rt)i-west corner. \ccoi'd]ng to the 
I’uii Tcuiiph' Becords (wiitten on palm leaves am.l ])reserved in the .lagamiatlia 
tem])le) the tank was dug by Gahg(“.svarad('va. in eX[)iation of Ids sin m 
mitting ima'st with his lieautiful daughter Kausalya. 
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(g) Asok-a’s Eork Edicts I-X and XIV, and Special Edicts I and IT 
The inscription is ])rotect(?d by a stone shelter on four ])illars ; (J) L.A.M.I 
2191f. : C.S.E.. XITl. 115-90; .S.A.B.. XV III, 1S(I-SI . XIX, 77-8 


ixiven ai'ove ; (h) (liMid. 
h. 5:12 ; J.A.S.li.. (isOS), 
: Smith’s Asoka. 155-08. 


172-81: Smith, Edicts. 0-10 and 'dl-dO ; Hunter’s Orissa, I, 191-190; Dist. Oazet., I’lin. 


2 15-251 1 : 


I.A., XIX. 82-192 : (/■) 190;'>-190I. 


Khandagiri Caves. 

• • 

No. 91. (rt) Rani (duinjdia. Rani llansa))arri or Rani Xavara. 

(i) On the Udavaydri Hill, some 50 yards from the Jaina. Vlath at the foot of the hill ; (c) 
Government; (d) la;, (e) About second century B.C. 

(f) Eroin tlie Jaina Math at tlio loot (d' the Udavagiri Hill, a, flight of 
steps' leads to a group of sniall caves among wliicli are situated the I'ldiota 

llatlii and the Java 
\'ijaya Gaves. J.eaving 
tlu'se on the left, and 
]»roceeding some JO 
yards further east, we 
reach a large two-stoi’ev- 
ed exeavation known 
as till' Rani Rumphri 
and also called the 
Rani Xavara oi’ (^iieim’s 
Ihilaci', It is t1i(‘ largest 
and the most riidilv 
carv(‘d ol all the cavt'S 
at Khandagiii, and 
contains a two-storev- 
Fie,. 141.— rtmi Ounipha, Khaii'lafriri. od moiiasteiA’ occn])\-ing 

three sides of a i|iiadrangle. the fourth or south-eastei’n side being open. In 
the lower storey are (I) a main gallerv with three looms lacing south-(‘a.st 
and one lacing south-west ; (2) a left wing witli one rootn otr each .side 
except the north-east ; and (3) a right rving with one room facing south-wt'st. 
The u])per range of rooms is jtlaced Jiot immediately over the lower roonrs, 

but on the Tocky mass behind, and contains (1) a main gallery with four roonrs^ 

(2) a right wing with one room and (3) a left wing with a clo.sed verandah 
leading to a small (hamhtu’ to hdt. In front of the rooms are verandahs 
presenting four sjieidal features; Jst. at eaidi end there is a dvufdpdla or 
door-kee])er carved in high r(>liet ; 2nd. a ledge ol dressmi rock forming a con- 
tintmus lanuh runs along the front ol the rooms and the side walls of the 

verandahs : 3i’d, shelves me provided bi the .side walks of three' out ol the 

live vorandalis : and 4th. the ceilings of the verandahs, which are but 7 feet 
high, are all .supported on stout tapering pillars, square' below ;eud at the 
top, and e;Ktagonal in tlie' middle, with find pecidiiir cheimfe'ring eef the coriier.s 
at the treiiisitieju wldedi is eudy seen iii Ivirly Indian wenk. 
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Access to tlie rooms is obtained through small doorways, of which there 
are from one to three according to the size of the room ; each doorway having 
a groove cut all round its stone frame probably to take a jlidfip or bamboo 
shutter. As with most of the old caves of India, the doorways have sloping 
jambs, making the entrances wider at the base than at the top. In the upper 
right and the lower left wings the sides of the doorways are plain, but else- 
where they have side pilasters from which springs an ornamental arch fram- 
ing the tympanum or plain semi-circular space above. Two winged animals 

set back to back form a capital on the pilasters, and above them the spring- 

ing of the arch is also ornamented at each side with the figure of an animal. The 
arches are decorated with flowers, foliage and fruit, and in one instance with 

monkeys and other animals. They are generally surmounted either bv trisfilas 

or shield symbols; but in one case a snake appears in this portion. .At the 
springing the arches are Joined to each other by a flat band carved with 

rejiresentations of a balustrade or railing supported on male or female figures 
serving as brackets ; above which, in the compartments thus formed, are 

carved some very interesting bas-reliefs. The chambers are 3 ft. 5 ins. to 4 ft. 9 ins. high 
and vary in length from lOl, ft. to 21 ft. 9 ins. They are plain inside witli low flat 

ceilings, and the floor is raised at the inner end and shaped to the form of 

continuous pillows, evidently to serve as the mojiks’ beds. 

Loirer storei/. The (piadrangle in front of the cave measures 49 feet by 43 feet 
and is hewn from the natural rock, di’essed with a gentle slope towards the 
open side. 

The right-hand wing of the lower storey consists of a single room with 

a verandah in front. One (»f the sculptured guards at the end of this verandah 
is almost obliterated ; the t)ther on the left hand is still in a fair state of 

preservation with the e.xception of the head, and stands erect 5 ft. 3 ins. high, fl’he 
imaae wears a short, dhoti, of which the falling ends are held in the left hand, 
and carries a spear in the right hand, while a kxkn is suspended from its 
left side. The verandah, which is about 29 feet long by 7 feet l)i’oa(l and 

t5 ft. (i ins. high, was supported on two pillars in (inl<r ; but with the e.xception 
of the scpiarc capitals, the ])illars have disappeared and are now replaced liv 
new ones, .just below the capitals the upper portions of the ontd' aie carved 
ill the form of vases, 'fhe capitals of the nnlto are relieved with one animal 
on each of the three faces; those of the pillars Iniviug two animals mi the 
front and back, and mu* on each of the othm- faces. Beginning from the 
left, these animals take the form of horses, bulls, lions, and elephants. 

j’lie room beyond the verandah has tlirei' doorways and measures aliout 
20 ft. Iiv () ft. 9 ins. j’he sculptures over the doorways are contained in two 
full and two half spandrils bi'twi'cn tin* a.rches, and are all pm'fect I v preserved. 
In the half spandril on the hd’t a man and a woman are siam ajiproachimr 
the centre of the pamd with their hands joined in the attitude of prayer. 
Ijehind them is a dwarf, and lietorc' them a woman cairving ofTm'ings. In the 
corresponding spandiil at tlu' other end are .seen a man and a woman in front, 
with another woman and a boy behind them, tlu' woman cariving offerings 
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and the man and hov .standing in devotional attitude. In tin' complete .span- 
dril on the left, is a man with two women seated on a liench on each side 
of liini; with their hands folded in an attitude of devotion. A female figure 
in front is carrying offerings. The other full spamlril portrays a |)avilion or 
canopy borne on four pillars, under whiidt a woman is dancintc with outstretched 
hands to music played on the drum, tahour, harp and flute h\' four female 
musicians. The whole frieze apparently represents .several [)arties of devotees 
on their way to worship some sacred object. 

Lonef store;!: left aum/. - The verandah (d’ flit' left wing measuies about 

23 ft. long by 12 ft. 3 ins. wide. The pillars supporting its roof are all new and 
the guards carved on tlie terminal piers are nun h mutilated and weatherworn. 
The verandah opens into three rooms on its three sides, d’he front rocrtn is 
entered through, three doors. It is not truly rectangular in plan, measuring 

21 ft. 0 ins. along the front wall and 20 feet along the hack, and is 6 ft. 8 ins. 
in depth. The room on the west or right hand measure.s 10 ft. 4 ins. I)v 6 ft. 6 ins. 
and that on the left hand 13 ft. 6 ins. by 6 ft. 6 ins. Unlike the caves mentioned 

aliove. there ai'e no slielves in the verandah and no carvings over the doorways. 

Loirer store;!; main )rinij.- The verandah of the main wing, which measures 

43 ft. b ins. by about 11 ft., and was supported on si.x pillars, lias conipletelv dis- 
appeared, having collapsed at an early date in some natural calamitv. In 

place of the usual sculptured guards, there were small sentry bo.ves (2 ft. 4 ins. 

by 1 ft. 10 ins. and 2 ft. 2 ins. by 2 ft. in plan) at each end of this verandah, which 
have escaped destruction. The room on the right hand has two doors, that, on 
the left only one. The carving on the front ami on the inner faces of these 
rooms depicts hill scenery with caves containing wild beasts, elephants in lotus- 
jionds or walking under lofty trees laden with fruit and flowers, monkevs or rather 
long-tailed men and women and birds enjoying their freedom, etc., etc. 

Beyond the verandah are three rooms facing south-east (the central one 
being larger than the .side ones) ami an oblong (diamhei', measuring lO.l ft. bv 7 ft., 
to right (facing d.\V.). The central room in the north-west range has three doors 
and the lateral ones two doors each, all the seven doors being ornamented, 

like those m the right wing, with a continuous frieze of bas-reliefs extending 
the whole length of the wall over the doorways. Uid'ortunateh', owing to 

the fall of the verandah roof, this frieze has .suffered much from exposure 
to the weather, including the full force of the .south-eastern wind. Bemnniim 

C> ’T) 

from the left, the first spandril-compartment [)ortrays a mango tre(> .and a double- 
stor('}'ed liousc with two doors in the lower storev and one in the upper. One male 
and three female figure^ are lof^king out from the doors and from the verand.ah 
in the uf)])er stoiey. The second comp.artment is almost <>ntirtdy (dfac(‘d ; but 

in the third the busts and heads of several figures mav sfill he discerned 
one of wlii(di hold> an unil)rella. 'I'he fourth scene is also mutilated, but 
several hgiires are visible, one carrvitig a sword, and tw(» or three riding an 

elephant. In the fifth relief seven figures can with difficult v be made out, 
oni' holding an umbrella o\(>r the principal figure in the centn* and two bow- 
ing to him with folded hands. In the sixth relief two figure.s are just deci- 
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pherable. ojie liolding an umbrella over the other in the centre. In the 
seventh scene five figures are traceable, of whom one stands with folded hands, 
and iti the right hand corner of the relief is a tree. The eighth compart- 
ment sliows a prince or saint followed by two attendants, one holding an 
umbrella over his head and the other standing with folded hands. The right 
half of the relief portrays two kneeling figures in front doing obeisance to 
the saint and two women in the background carrying offerings. Both the 
kneeling figures liave their hands joined and stretched towards the ground 
as it in the act of taking up dust, and one of them is apparently being assist- 
ed to rise by a (?) boy whose left hand is resting on the liead of the aged 
devotee. 

After this come two scenes on the side doorway, the left hand one de- 
picting a caparisoned horse and three male figures standing in devotional atti- 
tudes, the right Jiand compartment containing four figures, of whom one is 
sheltered beneath an umbrella and followed by two guards bearing straiglit 
swords on their stioulders. The last scene on the right shows si.x female figures, 
three standing with pitchers on their heads, a fourth bowing with folded hands 
and two others kneeling in front, one of the kneeling figures holding an oft'er- 
iug. 

The bas-reliefs, though mostly mutilated, clearly indicate the procession of 
a saint tlirough a town, fn this hill Parsvaniltha appears to be the most 
honoured of the Thihankaras, and it may therefore be presumed that the 
scenes are in some way connected with him or with a revered discijde of 
his. 

Upper $tore>/.— Access to the upper storey was evidently gained by a flight 
of steps soutli-east of the rigid wing. The main wing of the upper storey 
contains four large cells ranging from 13 ft. 9 ins. to 15 ft. 5 ins. in length by about 
7 ft. wide and 4 ft. high. The verandah outside is H2 ft. 7 ins. long bv 11 ft. 3 ins. 
wide and 7 ft. in height. Each cell has two doors and in the spaces between 
the eight doorways is carved a most iideresting frieze about (50 feet long divided 
iido nine compartmejds. 'I’he first and the ninth compartmeid each I’oidain 
a running Vkhjddliara wearing an elaborate turban, necklace, dhoti and scarf, 
and carrviug a tray of offerings (probably flowers) in the left outstretched 
hand, and lotus floweis and buds or rolls of garlands in the right hand. These 
figures evidently mark the beginning and the end of the story portrayed in 
the frieze. 

The second compartment from left portrays what seems to be an elephant 
hunt. En)?n the hills at the left end. repre.sented by triangles, appear three 
ele})hants one of which is sliown facing front with trunk u])raised. In front 

of the elephants are several standing figures, nz. a woman holding the noose 
of a ro]»e uplifted in her light hand, a stout man with a heavy bludueon 
held in both hands and rai.sed over his head, another woman holding the 
h'fr hand (»f the first, and a third woman In'hind with u lasso of ro])e held 
in hcM' u}tlifted hands u]iparcntly to throw at the elephants ; while in front 

of the second standing w'onian is another with her hands placed on the head 

2 L 
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of ail voiiiicf elejjhiUlt ivliich lias .ilready lioeii cajif iirtal. lu llic l)i>tri( T (iazci- 
teer account, this voiiiig eh'pliaiit is (le.sci'ilied as <i ilng. Imt that is clcarlv 
a nii-stake. The animal is facing right. Beyoml this ])ai'ty. in the hackyrniinil, 
are three women with tlieir arms entwined round each otlim’s neck : while 
in front a lady is dragging a prostrate liov along the ground. TTie scene 
clo.ses with a tree (probably an .isoht tree) liaving elongari'd leaves. ,ind ,i 
goose in the ipiper right corner ol tlie sculjiture. 

The third scene, which may be de.scrdied as the abduction scene, begins 
with a cave or hut, in fi'ont of which is .seat<‘d a man reclining, as it in 
pain or sorrow, against a lady who.se riglit hand is placed on the man’s I'ight 
shoulder, while in her left she holds the left wrist of hei male companion. 
JBeyond this pair, to right, is si'cn auotJim' woman grasping the right arm of 



Eiri. 142. — IMni Gaiiipliri ; .sciil|)tiirca friczo in iipiicr vi-Mivlali, .‘Ir'l 
ami 4rh compartments. 


a man wearing ,i (llnill 
and cari’ying ti straight 
sword in his light lumd 
and a damaged shield 
ill his h‘)t. The right 
hand of the huh- i.s 
raised ,i ppa rent 1\- to res- 
tndn the nnin. and thev 
are ol)\'iousl\ ad\',i iicing 
1 own Ills t III' hut . J 11 the 
right half of the com- 
partment. which is sepa- 
rated from the left Jialf 
li\' a imiiigo tii'e. is 
dejiicted a nimtal com- 
bat between a man and 


a Woman, hotli armeil with swoids of different shajies and eiirioiisly tornied 
oblong shields. 'JTie scene ends with the Ia<ly being carried off bodilv hv 
the man. her shield still in the lidt liand. and her riglit hand outstretched 


with the inde.v figure jioiiiting to some ol)i('et. I he triangular sjjaces in the 
n])])er corners of the compartment are occujiied by a ])air oi tigers to right, 
and .1 coipile of imaikevs, si'cmingly in terror of a snake, in a cac'c portrawal 
to left. 


The fourth scene, wTdeli may lie ealleil the hunting scene, shows a eapai- 
imaieil horse with foui' attendants, om* carrying watei' in a vase which is 
siis]Hmded fidiii a iTufi eariied over bis left shouldei'. another with a straight 
sword. .1 third holding a fly-wlii-k in Ids right hand and an nmlirella in tin* 
left, and the louitli. who is the groom, stands in Irmit of the horse, in 
rhe centre ot the eompa i4m(*nt is a prince staaiding with a bow in bis h>ft 
hand and an arrow in his right. lie wears an elaborate liejewelled iiead- 
dre^^. a long necklace and lu'avy ear-rings, and a sword in scabbard is haim- 
ing from bis left ,>id<;. lie is e\-idently aiming the arrow at a long-horned 
winged deer (below wTiieli is ,i winged doe and a fawn), but the string of ])is 
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b(^\\ is uot dr;i\vu and tli(? arrow i^^ jrcld liko a javeliii. A fioworuig ties 

between the Pu'ija and the deer indicates a forest. The scene closes with the 

prince standing witli Jiis reversed how in the left hand and talking to a lady 
seated in the fork of an Asoka tree under which is lying the wino-ed deer 

he has killed. In the upper corner of the conijiartment are a jieacock to 

left and a fox or jackal to riglit. The arch between these two coinpartnients 
is decorated with monkeys and other animals, and surmounted bv the figure 

of a snake contained in a triangle. 

The fifth scene, which is partly damaged, rejjresents a musical festival. 
Here, on the left-hand side, a lady is seated on a bench or platform : behind 

her, to left, are three female figures, one bearing refreshments in a vmse re- 

sembling a relic-casket in shape, another waving a cha>in, and the third hold- 
ing an umbrella over the lady. In the fore-ground, below the throne, appears 
the bust of an attendant with a di.sh or bowl in his uplifted light hand. To 
right of the principal lady stand two more Women, one liearing garlands in 

a tray, the other waving a c/iaiin. In the centre of the relief are the remains 
of si.x figures, three in the fore-ground seated and playing on musical instru- 
ments, and two in the back-ground dancing, the third dancing figure having 

disappeared. At the right end of the compartment is portrayed a male figure 
seated on a raised bench with his right leg crossed over the left and his 

right hand raised against the breast. On the ground in front of the bench 
is a vase containing water or refreshments: and an (1) attendant is seated 
near by with hands folded in an attitude of devotion. The si.xth scene is 
entirely oliliterated. 'file .seventh, mueh mutilated, seems to represent an amor- 
ous .scene lietween a man and a woman, the same figures ]>eing repeated 
threi' times. 'I’he first groujt shows the pair seated on a couch, with their 

arms entwined round each other's waists. Jii the second grouji the woman 
is seated on the mans left knee, and there is a talile of refreshments before 
them. Idle third shows the couple seated on tlie ground. Idle man’s back 

is turned towards the woman, and he i-.; ajiparently trying to get awav from 
her. while she seeks to r(>strain liim. Ifetween the second and third group is 
a tree. 

Idle eighth scene, now largely broken, i-i'veals the outlines of some elephants, 
with the legs of two human figures on eaili .--ide. 

Various ('xjilanations have lieen given of tlu'se scenes, two of whidi also 
appear in the (fanesa ca\'('. Ify analogx' with the other two friezes in the 
lower storey, and from the circumstance of the r/Vb/dd/m/'u-'" marking the begin- 
ning and end. it wmild seem that these lias-reliefs wme carved with the 

intention of representing a conni'cted stor\'. If so. the story would relate 
t,o sonu' Tiff lid fikartt or .Taina saint, piobaldv to I’arsvanatha, who upjiears 
to lie till' most lax’oured per.sonality sculptured in these caves. Unfortunatel}'. 
verv little is known of the legendary life of Tarsvanatlia. According to the 
Pursnniatlid-C/idfifd of Il/nn'diltni Sfnl. a media-val woik of the Kith cenfurv. 
Prirsvanritha was the son of the king of I'enares. During hi.s vouth the town 
of Ku.sasthala (Kanaiij) was besieged liv the Ydruna king of Kalinga witli 

2 L2 
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a view to the forcitile abduction of its beautiful priuce-^s. I’labliawit i. It was 
relie\'ed b\- Pai's\'a. who drove away the and as a rewai'd was pi\'fu 

the princess in niarriaye. Subse([uently Paisva one day saw dii a wall of 
the palace a picture of Xeiuinatlia engaged in ascetic pr.icticc^. ,ind. retlecting 
that Xeminatha had taken the vow in early life, lie also decided to abandon 
tlie world forthwith and became an ascetic. In the course ct his preaihiimy 
Jie visited Paundra. Tainralipta and Xagapurl. where manv became hi.s discijiles 
and finally he attained inrvfnjd on Mount Sainet.isikhara. wliicdi has lu'eii iihui- 
tihed with the modern Pdrivaitatliu hill. The Kal pasutid id' about tin* filth 
century A.D. contains no reference to the .seige and relief of Kusasthala or 


to the names of jdaces visited by Parsva, but otherwise, so f.ir as it troes, 

agrees with this media-val account. 

The mediteval Jaina legends thus connect Pfudva with Pastern India 
including Ivalihga. }ilav we presume then that the reliefs on the Itanl (Jumpha 
depict the episode of Parsvauatha’s marriage and renunciation i If SO. the 
elephant scene would be associated with <>rissa. the (a)untrv id the Uaja of 
Kalihga who. in the next scene, alxlucts the prince.ss Prabhrivatl ; in the fourth 
scene the princess is rescued by Par.svaiiatha while hunting in a forest ; the 
following scene depicts the wedding feast ; the seventh the consummation of 

marriage ; and the eighth a mandi with elephants. Simdarlv. the frieze in 
the lower wing may represent Parsvanatlia as a Tnilutii k>i I’d . liis wanderings, 

and the honours shown him; for it is but natural that dainas slnadd liave 
carved episodes in the life ot their venerable saint on their caves. The exact 
interpretation of these sculptures has howeviu’ vet to be settled. 

As regards the style and technique of the various friezes on thesi* caves 

Sir John .Marshairs remarks on them in the CVmdndh/c Hl.sfmi/ of India, ]')p. 
d4(i-2. may be ipioted ; "in both storeys", he says, "the facades of the 

cells are enriidied with pilasters and highly ornate friezes illustiatiuL; episodes 
connected with the Jaina religion, of whiidi unfortunatel v the interpretation 
has not yet fieen established. The friezes resemble eaidi other closely, so far 
as their general treatment is concerned, but the stvle of the sculjituies in 
the two storeys is widely different. In the upper the composition is rela- 
tividy free, each grou]) forming a coherent whole, in which the relation of 

the various figures to one another is well expressed ; the figures themselves 

are posed in natural attitudes ; their movement is vigorous and convincing ; 
and from a plastic and anatomical point ot view the modelling is toleralily 
lorrect. In the lower, on the other hand, the reliefs are distiuctiv elementarv 


and crude. The l)est of them, perhaps, is the group reproduced in ])hite 
XXVI 1. 77 (group depicted in the left-hand eonpiartiiieiit id' the side room 

to right) but even here the figures are composed almost as independmit 
units, connected only by their tactile contiguity; their postures, too. are 

rigid and formal, particiilarlv as regards the head and tors.,, which an* 

turned almost direct to the spectator, and in other respects th.‘ work is stiff 
and schematic. At first sight, it might ajipear that in pi ..portion as these 

.arvmgs are more Jirimitive-looking. .so they are anterior to tlm.se of the upper 
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storey ; but examined more clo.seIy tliey betray traces here and tliere of com- 
paratively mature art, which suggest tliat tlieir defects are due rather to the 
clumsiness and inexperience of the particular sculptors responsible for them 
than to the jnimitive character of plastic art at the time when they were 
produced. Accordingly it seems probable that in this cave, as in the Maiicha- 
puri. the upjier ot the two floors was the first to be excavated, though the 

interval of time between the two was not necessarily a long one ; and there 
is good reason, also, to suppose that the marked stylistic dift’erence between 
the sculptures ot the two storeys was the result of influence exercised directly 
or indirectly by the contemporary schools of Central and Xorth- Western India. 
In this connexion a sjiecial significance attaches to the presence in the upper 
storey (jt a door-keeper garbed in the dress of a Yavana warrior, and of a 
lion and rider near by treated in a distinctively Western-Asiatic manner, while 
the guardian door-keepers of tlie lower storey are as characteristically Indian 
as their workmanship is immature. It is significant, too. that various points 
of resemblance are to lie traced between the sculptures of the upper floor 

and the .Jain reliefs of .Mathura, where, as we have already seen, the artistic 

traditions of the Xorth-West were at this time obtaining a strong foothold. 

The pity is that the example of these outside schools made only a superficial 
and impermanent impression in Ori.ssa a fact which becomes clear if we 

consider some of the other caves on this site. In the Canesh Gumpha. for 

example, which is a small excavation containing only two cells, the reliefs 
of the frieze are closely analogous in style and subject, but. at the same 

time, slightly inferior to those in the Uiiper verandah of the Iblin Gumpha. 

Then, in the Jayavijaya. we see tlie style rapidly losing its animation, and 

in the .\lakapurl cave, which is still later, the execution has become still 
more coarse and the figures as devoid of expression as anything Avhich 

has survived from the IJarly School. The truth appeal's to be that the 

art of Orissa, unlike the art of t'eutral or Western Jndia possessed little 

independent vitalitv. and flourished only so long as it was stimulated by 
other schools, but became retrograde the moment that that inspiration was 
withdrawn." 

Out of the nine pillars which supported the verandah of the main gallery 
in the ujiper storev of the Ilanl Gumpha oidy two are now extant. They 
nideed are badly mutilated : though it is still apjiareut that they tapered 
U])ward. and were sipiare at the base and top and octagonal in the middle, 
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of a man or a \voman it iinpo.^sil)le to .''Uy. a.' '|)i'acticall\' iiotliiny now 

remaiiLs of it. 

The aculptiued guards in tJie right wing are in a hettei coiiditioii. The 
one on the riglit Jiaud is 4 ft. 7 in.'', liigli and wear.-' a turban and d//o/7. the latter 
tucired up in front ; and a srvord is hanging troin lii" left siile. The other 
gtiard on the left is of unu.sual intere.st. It is 4 ft. 4 in.-, higli and wear." a turban, 
a scarf, a short heavy tunic held in by a waist-band and reaching below the 

knei's. and boots or hose u]) tla* calf of the legs; and a swuid hangs iK.nn 

the left side. 

The \’(nandah of the right wing measures |o ft. (i ins. bv !i It. !) iiis. and 
opens into a single room, with two doorways, measuring ] 1 ft. bv 7 ft. 4 iiw. 'I'liere 
are no cain'ings. The single pillai- ol the V(‘i-aiidah is still e.vtant. but it bears 
no capital or brackets. 

To soufli-east of the light wing of the ujijier stoi'cy is a low jilatJoiin, 

at either end of which were small lions carved in high relief, but tiace.s of 

only one figure on the left remain. 

'I’he left wing consists of a clo.sed verandah measuring 7 ft. 2 ins. bv -3 ft. 

() ills, leading to an intiei- chamber to left almut M ft. by 7 ft., with a window 

in the northern wall. There are no carvings ainAvlnu'e in this wimn 

'I’lie verandah roots of the lower storey serve as oj)en ten aces in fiont 
of the verandah, s above. 

The chamber, vcu'andah; and the teriaces in Iront ol the caves wei'e all 
proN'ided with channels for the drainage ot rain water from thmn. 

(</) There are two uncertain letters on the floor of tin- lower veraiuiah which niav read as 
ti chiti : (/() Fair ; (j) fj.A.if.hi., dtig’-.jijn ■ Fergusson. Cave Temjdes, 77-S(J, Sii-gl : I)i."t. Cazet.. 
Puri, 231-50: Bloomfield, Par.svanath, llO-lfl; Fergus.son, fnd. Areln. If, ].3-]3: S..\.B. 
X\ Ilf, 180; S..V.P>. .XfX, 71-70: C.S.P., XlJf, hi : Cainhridge Jlistory, J, (iln-42 : (/) 378, 
379. 1900-08. 3f;5-3;5. 1108-0!» and 2270. 

No. 92. (a) The llajagliai' oi .Musician s caN'e. 

(6) On the f’dayagiri liill midway between tlie Rani Guinpha (Xo. !d) and tlie .faina 
.Afath ; (c) (lovernnieiit : (//) fla ; (r) CiKa.Ttaiii ; Imt possildy afiout 1st eenturv B.C. 

(/) Fiom the load nmii- the Jaiiia .Math a flight of ste])s leads to the 

Jaya-\'ijaya cave. Between the KaiiT (;iim])hri and the Java-\'ija\a cave are 

situated, heginning trom the right, the Jlajaghar oi Aliisician's eaxe, a ( ave 

with an elephant trie/.e called the Clihota llatlii, the AlakapnrI cave, a small 

cave to right (d the u|)per storey (d th(> AlakapnrT, and a small cell iin(h‘i- 
the .la}'a-\’ija\’a. 

The, Musician's cave eomsists ot two .separate (-(‘Us each with a ^'elamlah 
in li'ont lacing south. The cadi on the right hand nieasui'es ahout 10 ft. bv 7', ft 
Jj.nd 0 fr. 4 ins. high, (friginully it was entered through two (b.orwa vs,'but the 
trout pier iietween the doors is now broken. 'I'be verandah, fO ft. long by (i ft. (i ins. 
wide is supported on two new piiiar.s, tiiough originally tliere wus oulv one 

in tills position. The pilaster on the right liaml is carved with an elephant 
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near the top ; and the peeiiliar brackets supporting tlie sliort concave chajja 
ar(' noteworthy. 

The other cell on tlie left hand mea.sure.s lOf ft. by 7 1 ft., with a verandah 
y ft. 2 ins. Jong l)y (i ft. d ins. wide, and is siqiported on a single pillar adorned wdth 
winged animals in low relief. 'This cell lias also two doorways, but the central pier 
between the doors is damaged. There are no benches or shelves in this cave. 
The cells here have high arched roofs, a feature possibly indicative of a slightly 
lati'r date than the IfanT (Ininpha and other siinihir caves. 

{<]) Xone ; {h) Good ; (j) Di.st. Gazet., Puri, 256 ; (1) 2277. 


No. 93. (it) The (.’hhota Hatlu or ” Small Elephant " cave. 

(b) On the Udavajiiri liill, to left of the BAjrighar (No. n2) and at a .slightly higher level. 


(c) Govermnent ; (d) Ila ; (e) Early. 

( /') 'I’lie Chliota Hatlil is a sin 
dins, high, with one (hior facing south-west. 


ell ineasiiiing (i ft. 5 ins, by 5 ft. 2 ins. and 


Eergnsson. in his "Cave Tenpiles. 

desci'ibes it under thu 
name of Svargapuri. The 
c('ll has a handsome 
facade, but was a])par- 
(Mitlv tn'vcM' jirovided 
with a verandah. Over 
the doorway, which is 
of the ordinary typo, 
is an arch sjiringing Iroin 
the .side pilasters, and on 
('ithei' side oi it is an 
elephant fi'ieze. from 
which tilt' cave iwidently 
derives its name. (In tha 
right-hand side three ele- 
Kig. 14 .’!.— ( liliot.i Hsilii Uiimjih.i. Kliaua.iiriil. jihaiits are seen appioai h- 

a foiest rt'presenfed by a single well-carved tree, one ol tin 

(•allying the branch ol a tree in his iijiraised trunk. A similar relief 
e-cisted on the hdt side, whicl. is badly broken ; Imt there was no tnw. Below 
the Irieze is carved a balustrade or railing and the arch lorm is decorated 
with flowers. 1'lie ])ilasters Hanking the doorway are much damaged. 

.Vbove the Chhota Matin, and rece.s.sed liack trom it. is a small ca\e con- 
sisting of a low cell measuring tC, ft. by about 5 ft., with a single doorway and 
a closed veiainhdi in fi’ont furnisluMl with a bench but no sindl. I he c(“ll 

faces .-^outh-west but the vm'andah. which is 7 It. long by 4', ft. wide, faces the 
nort h-w est . 

{(/) Imcription; Aqikhn {.') hixnii. 

T i(niA(il mt! : Tilt' cave ol 



ing from 
ele])hant 


(h) Gonil ; {]) Dist. G.izct., Puri, 2-5d ; K.T . Xllf, 161 ; (/,) 2277. 
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No. 94. — (a) The Alakapun cave. 

(b) On the Uda vaglri lull, to left of the Chliota Hfithi ; (c) Goveriuuent ; ((/) I la ; (e) Ivuiy 

but later than the Rani Gumpha. 

(f) 4’() left of the Glihota HatliT i.'< a two-.storeyed exca\'ation called the 
Alakapuri cave, consisting of a single olilong room in each storey. The lower 

room mea.-^ure.-. 21ft. by 7ft. 
and had three dooT'> oiigi- 
mdly : but the front wall 
between the door." having 
f.-dlen away, t\\'o new ])illais 
have been coiistiucted to 
support the root. The 
verandah, which i" Nft. 
wide, has al.-o di.''a})])('ared 
tcjgether with its pillars, 
etc., so that nothing hut a 
bench with a .shelf above 
it and a side ])ilaster now 



l*i(.. 144. .laya-N ijaya. Alakapuri an4 Kliaraiiighar cavc.s, 
K liatGla.iriri. 

with winged animals near the top. 


exists on the left sitle. 
'I’lie pilaster here is relieved 


I ho room in the upper storey measures 21 ft. 9 ins. long bv 7 ft. 2 ins. wide 
and () ft. 5 ins. high. It had three wide doorways, but a pier between two of 
the doorways is liroken away. The verandah in front is 21ft. 9in.s. h.mg by 
about S feet wide, and was supported on two pillars, now replaced bv new 
ones. At the front and back of the capitals were brackets hollowed out in the 


middle and carved with figures, the other faces of the pillars being decorated 
also, with figtires of lions, wingej horses, human-faced animals, etc., etc. The 
onh surviving bracket portrays an elephant-king, facing, attended bv two other 
elejihants. one holding an umbrella over him and the other fanning him with 
a fly-whisk. I he inner laces ot the cajhtals of the (tnt(i are ;dso carved. 
4 hat on the right displays a large snake entwined round tin* bodv and legs 
of an ('lejdiant. which seems to li(‘ <|uite powerle.ss to free itself, the tail of 
the smdm being also encircled round the trunk of a tree behind it. The relief 


on the left-hand jiila.ster .shows a man and a woman feeding an elephant. 
The dooiwavs of the cells of the AlakapurT are much higher and wider than 
tlioM' seen in the, otlu'r caves. 


(g) None ; {},) Good ; (;) Fergus.son, Cave Tenijiles , 7fi-77 ; Di.st. Gazet., Puri, 25G ; Cam- 
bridge Ili"torv. T, Gtl ; (/■) 227.S. 


No. 95. 


(e) 1 he .lava-\'i java c. 


(hj On the Idayngin lull, to left of the Alakripiiri ; (r) Gmemmeiit; (g) IJa ; (e) From the 

' '' "“'I'"' of the .sciilpturi's on its fa-^-ade, the cave mav be ascribed to a sli<ditlv later 

date than Gie Giinipha. 
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(/) The Jaya-Vijaya is ajjjiroaclied by a long flight of steps on the south- 
west, and consists of two rooms with a verandah and terrace in front. The 
verandah (which is 1.3 ft. long by 8 ft. wide) has a male guard on the left and 
a female on the right, both much damaged and apparently carved at a later 
date. On the lady's right hand, raised to the shoulder, is perched a parrot, 

and above her is a small Yals/iJ holding on to the branch of a tree. The 
cell to right measures 6 ft. 8 ins. by 6 ft. 2 ins. and 4 ft. 6 ins, high ; that to left is 
() ft. 9 ins. s({uare and 4 ft. 9 ins. high. They have one door each, and over the 
two doorways are arches joined as usual at the springing by railings and 

leaving a complete spandril in the middle and two half ones at the ends, 
which are filled with sculptures. Those at the ends each contain a fat (?) 
Yakslin carrying a tray of offerings in one hand and lotus stalks in bud and 
flower in the other. The central spandril shows in the centre a holy tree 
(? banvan) enclosed within a square railing. It is surmounted by an umbrella 
decorated with streamers, and is being worshipped by a male and a female 

figure on each side, the women bearing trays of offerings, the men standing 

with folded hands. The arches are relieved with flowers or undulating floral 
designs issuing from the mouths of Makaias. The capitals of the pilasters, 
now much damaged, were carved with pairs of winged animals, set back to 
back. Below the terrace in front of the Jaya-A'ijaya is a plain cell measuring 
9 ft. by 7 ft, with one wide door to south-west. This cell is described by 
Fergusson as forming the lower storey of tlie Jaya-Vijaya and by Air. O'Alalley 
in the District Gazetteer as part of the lower storey of the Alakapuri. 
Xow-a-davs, it is known as tlie Khardon or Khamm (wooden-shoe) cave, 
from the circumstance that the wooden shoes of some 25 sCidhv.s of the local 
matha were kept in this cave as relics, and were removed only recently when 
the cave was declared a ” protected " monument. Considering the size and the 
position of the cave, it seems more likely that it formed the lower storey of 
the Java-Vijaya tliau that of the Alakapuri cave. 

Over the Java-Ahjaya is an open cave (10 ft. 10 ins. by 6 ft. 9 ins.). The 
verandah, which was supported on three circular pillars of laterite, has fallen 
away. 

{g) Xone ; {h) Good ; (j) Fergusson, Cave Temples, 76-77 ; Fergusson, Ind. Arch., II, 15 ; 
L.A.M.B., 502 ; Dist. Gazet., Puri, 257 ; Cambridge History, I, 641 ; {k) 2278. 

No. 96, {(i) The I’anasa or ‘ Jack-Fruit ’ cave. 

{b) On the Udayagiri hill between the Jaya-A'ijaya and the Manchapuri caves ; (c) Govern- 
ment ; {(1) Ha ; (c) Uncertain ; but evidently later than the Jaya-A'ijaya. 

(f) In the semicircle between Jaya-A'ijaya and Alahchapuri are situated, 
(I) two open ca\es called Tliiikxidin . one measuring 9 ft. by 7 ft. the titiu'r 
22 ft. by 7 ft., (2) the I’anasa or ■Jack-fruit' cave, and (3) the Patrdapuri 
or llell-honse cave. The I’anasa cave, .so-calhal alter a jack-fi'uit tree growina' 
close bv, is a two-storeyed excavation situated to left of the hu’ger cell of 
the Thdkiifdiil . The lowei' storey coiisi.sts of a room measuring 11 ft. 9 ins. 
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Tlic 3lai'i( li;t[)urT cin'e consists ot a inaiii wing comprising a side cliand;er 
and two liack cliaml)PiS' to east, and a right wing with one chamber to soutli. 

The veiandalis in front of 
the main and right wings 
itave eacii figures of two 
(h'dra/ talas- or guards scul]i- 
tured at tlie ends. All 
tlie tour guards aii' badly 
damaged e.vcept tiu' one 
at the left end of the 
main xauandah. which is in 
a fair state of preserva- 
tion and is shown as 
wealing a high turban. 
(llattl. and scart. with a. 

straight sword hanging 
Fui. 140, — Svaitrainal and -Mancliajuiri cavc'. Kli.iiiil.c.iiii. . . ; , ' 

from its left side. 1 he 

flout face of the rock forming the rool (d the main verandah was carved 
with a ]n-ocession ol ele[ihants and other figures below and with a railing 
above, the uprights ot the railing being decorated with halt lotuses in the 

lowei' and iippiu'. and medallions and floral oi otlau- designs in the central ones. 
These carvings are now almost (Uitirely obliterated owing to the action of the 
weather. The x'eiaiidah measures 32 ft. dins, long by In ft. sins, wide' and is 
siqipurled on four |)illars having brackets to front and back. The inner 

brackets of the two central pillars are each carved as two ranpiant horses 
ridden by )al'slias. those of the other pillars lieing relii'Ved with female 
figures. 'I'he outer braikets have lieeii lost. 

The main r'eiandali ojauis into two rooms in front measuring 17 ft. Inins, 
bv 7 ft. 0 ins. and Ifift. dins. Iiy 7 ft. ti ins. respecti vidy. and a side room 
measuiing 7 ft. 2 ins. bv d tt. Sins, to right. The Irmit rooms have each two 

doorwavs. the side room onl\' one. 'I'he lapitals <d the ])ilasters at tiu' sides 

(d the doorwavs air- decoiated with winged animals, and the arcdies above 
them ai'e earned, as usual, with lotuses oi undulating floral designs. 'I'he 

all lies are joined b\' raisi'd (ddong tablets bidow and a railing abovm I'lieie 

are no bas-rtdiids. e.xcept oiu' in the third or cmitral com|)artment ot the 

eastern wing. The hd't hall ol this bas-ndiid is muirly olditmateil. but th(‘ 
few traces hdt (d it sc'em to indicate that it wa- an exact repetition of tIu' 
scen(‘ depicted in the right halt, wlin li shows a crowned ])rinc(' attended bv 
thicc male figures worshi|)piiig with folded hands at a sacred {() tree ('nclost>d 
within a scpiarc railing in the centre id' the paiad. 'I'here was anotlu'r figure 
in front (d the crowned peisonage. lull it is too liadly miitilati'd to la- 
identified, .\bo\e the group id worshippers aie two flying iia lalha n'as holding 
;i oiiitar in llicir hands: and a full-blown lotus ap|)ears to their right, lichind 
the ]iart\' is a wcdl-moilelled (depliant apparmitly I'liiimiig towards them; and 
above the animal, in the iiiiper cornel of the compartment, is a flvinu 

2 .M 2 
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V idjlCuVidi'a bearing a tray of offerings or garlands in it'- left liand. It \- 
dittieiilt to suggest an identification for the priuec' shown in the has-ieliel. TIh“ 
yandliarcas and the elephant would indicate tlnit the crowned figure might 
he that of Indra : hut it niight also represent one of the j)iinces referred to 
in the inscriptions in this cave. The frieze was noticed for the first time bv 
3Ir. P], A. Garret in 1902, The pilasters at the sides of the doorwavs are 
badly damaged, as indeed is the whole of the structure. Tlu'v are more 
elegant in form than those in the RauT (fumpha or other caves, and their 
bases are carved in the shape of vases imposed on stejiped pedestals. Tlie 
arches are capped either with fiisilJas or shield svmbols. 

The right wing of the 3IahcliapuiT faces north and consists of a single 
cell. 13 ft. .5 ins. by 7 ft. with two doorways, and a benched verandah 14 ft. ti ins. 
by 7 ft. in front, supported on a single pillar, 'i’he sculptured guards at the ends 
are badly damaged. Both wear dJio/is and originalh' had swords hanging fi’oin 
their left sides. There are no shelves iit this verauflah. 

(//) (i) On a raised band between the arches of tin' third ,ind fourth door- 
ways from left is incised a Pr.lkrit in.scriptiou of one line in BirdmiT charactei.s 

of a slightly later date than tho.se of the Ffathi Gum)dia inscii])tion of Khara- 

vela. I he iiisci iption ri'ads : — " Khdrdsd .l/u//d/'n/u.s’u Ah/// (ih)'l-dillii ixitmo tudhil- 

{id(sa) l'iid(fjiavn'iiH> lena (///)-". 

Ti'aiisiditoii. 

•• This is the cave of the clever, the King. .Mast(>r of Kalihga. whose' vc'hicle 
is the large cloud. Kuch'pasiri. 

(ii) Another insciiption, which is al.s/> of one line, is engraved in the 7th 
compartiiK'nt over tiie side room to right. It simph- descril/i's the room as 
■■ KxhkIi'o V(t(l dkhdsit leiKiiii ", i.e.. " the cave of Prince \'adukhasa.'‘ 

(iii) There was ajiparently another inscri})tion in the 2nd com])ai'tment, 
hut onl\ two letters are now extant. 

The titles of king Kudepasiri. mentioned in the first inscription are n'- 
pc'titions of tho.se given to King Kliaravela of tin' llatliT Giimpha inscrijition 
(No. Iti2) from whi(h it ajijieais that Kudepasiri was jirobaiilv a successor 

of the famous Kliaravela. 

(//) .Much daniagcd ; (j) Uist. (l.nzet., Puri, 2.77-8; Fcrgu.s.son, Cave Temple.s, 75-7G ; Phi., 
Xlll. ItjO-lRl; (/,') 228-2; 228.3. 


No. 99. (//) The Svargapuri cave ; referred to by .Mitra and P\u-gu.sson 

as VaikunthapurT. 

{h) Oil the fdayauiri liill. The iipjier storey of tlio MaficlmjaxTl (Xo. '.IS) j,..; popufarfv known 
as Svargaymrl, literally, the “House of Heaven’': (c) Governraont ; (d) la; (c) Aliout second 
centurv P).C. ; and presuniahlv earlier than the lower storey. 

{/■) I'nlikc the njiper stumys of the JiaiiT Gumplia and .Makapiirl caves, 
the bv.ngapnri is situated e.xaotly over the lower storev. It consists of a 
benclied vcr.mdah opening into a long room in front and a side room on the 
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right, llie verandah, which i.s 24?, feet long and 7?, feet wide with an open 
terrace in front, has lost the greater part of its roof, which was supported 
on two pillars. The front room i.s 24l feet long, and is flanked by side pil- 
asters from which S2iring the usual arches relieved with floral designs. The 
jiilasters are characteristically ornamented with winged animals, and the arches 
are joined by the jrlain waggon-shaped roofs of shrines, each supported on 
two Ydlsha figures serving as brackets. The room at the right end measures 
9 ft. bv 7 ft. IMr. Fergusson considers these caves to be the prototype of the 
Iiani tlumpha, described above (Xo. 91). As in the Mafichapuri the carvings 
ill this cave have almost entirely disappeared, 

(//) In the sjiace between the central and the right hand arches of the 
front ( hamber is engraved an inscrijition of three lines in early Brahini charac- 
ters of the 2nd century B.F. which reads as follows : - 

1. AiuhiniUu imsudinjd [ih] Kdliiiigd [i(o] )h [syoho] ndnadi leijam kdritadi 

rdjiiio L[d~\ Idka [.so]. 

2. Huthisd Hfoitsa-pdpufa^a dim [a] nd K(ill)i)</a-cJi(i [hivaiino »S’//7'-/v7m] 

ravehisa. 

3. Aii(t»talusi [a]d Kdri (tarn). 

TmnsJatioH. 

•• 'ITiis temple of the Arahats (and) cave for the Sramanas of Krdiiiga 
has been made, ft has been made by the chief (pieen of the illustrious 
Kharavcda. the overlord of Ivrdiiiga. who was the daughter of King Laliika 

(Lrdarka). who was the sou of llastin. who again was the son of Hariisa." 

The inscription is believed to be some 30 or 40 years later than the Hath! 
Gum])hii inscription. 

(h) Much damaged ; {j) Fergusson, Cave Temples, 75-76 ; Dist. Gazet., Puri, 258 ; E.I., 
XIII, 159-60 ; (h) 2282. 

No. 100. (a) dTie Ganc.si Gumpha. 

(6) On the Udavagiri hill, some 50 yards to east of the .Svargapurl ; (c) Government ; {d) 
la ; (e) Probably contemporary with the Rani Gumpha. 

( /’) The Ganesa Cave, so-called from a fignrt' of that god carved on the 
inner wall, occupies the northern side of a sjiacious (piadrangle and consists 
of two rooms with a IxMiched verandah in front. 34 feet long and 9 ft. 4 ins. 

wide, d’he verandah was originally supported on four jiillars between <iHt<r ; 
but the pilaster on the right hand and the pillar ne.vt to it apjiarently biaike 

awav and weiv chiscdled off at a later time, so that at jiresent tlnna' is a 
of an open jiorch in front of the light hand chamber. The ajpiroaidi 
to this chamber is ilanked by an elephant on eai h siih“ holding branches of 
a mango tree ovei' a large lull-blown lotus. Some parts ol tiu'se eh'phants 
• u'e old. but the legs and the pedi'stals beneath them ari' (pdre new. 

Un th(‘ outer face ot tin' left-hand |)ilaster of the verandah is the figuie 
of a guard, -1ft. Gins, high, wearing turban, ear-ornaments, scarf and dlmtl aiid 
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lioldmg a .^peai m iiis ngJit liaml. Uji the hracket aheve him laivt-d tin 
hgine oj a Imll. I he jiilhii'.s aic not (ha oiatcd with an\' i-a i \i iiO'., Imt tin 
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tlie lir.st parr,, tlie termination of rvliieli i.s marked by a tree perlutp.s to re- 
mesent ,i fore.st. foui- kilted .soldier.s, armed with .swords and sliields,. are jrm'' 
sniiijr a ]tartv consistiiia' ot a woman and two men riding on an elephant. 
The Jiindmost ride]', who. from liis scanty dre.s.s, appears to be the mahuut 
or sei'vaiit. has just cnt off tlie liead of the foremo.st pursuer ; the second 
or cliiel m.in. in tlie iniddle. is shooting arrows at tlie party with 

a bow drawn np to the ear : rvhile the lady, who is seated on the elejrhant 
Avith <1 aoad in her hand, is looking on at the tight. In the second 

of the scene, the three iiersons seen on elephant-back are rejreateol thrice. 
The tii'st gi'ouj) slnnvs the ])arty dismounting from the kneeling elephant. In 
the second thev are proceeding on foot, the man carrying his bow in the 
left Imnd. while his right ,irm is entwined round the waist of his female com- 
^laiiion. The ladv’s left hand is placed on Jiis right shoulder, and in her 

riiiht h.ind she carries a braucli of the .Isoka tree. 'I’he attendant behind 

is carrvino' what .seems to lie tlie severed head of one of the ])iirsuor.s or, 
]ierha[)s, tlu' (piiver of .irrows toi' his chief. In the thii'd oi' last group, the 

ladv i.s .seateil on a bed in an attitude indicative oi sori'ow oi' weariness, with 
the branch of the J.Wto ti'ci' still in her light hand; while the man is leaning 
towards her with fohh'd hands and talking to her jiresumably with consola- 
torv intent. To right of tlnnn. in the top cormn- of the panel, stands the 

attmidant. holding the bow ot his ohi.d in the right hand and the (?) (piiver 
jn Ill's idf. The ai'clie.^ in this cave are di'^tinctive in luhng pointtal and not 

circula r. 

To lidlit OI (Mst ol the (bin(‘'^a (iuinpha are two snuill ojxmi ca\'es with 

■I rhird to theii' north, and alioiit Jno yards to east is a suuill tanlt i>f 
water called tlu' Lalita Kiind. It measures 23 ft. l.v 17 ft., and i.'i ])rovided 

with steps oil the west siihn 

((/) To right of the (b'lneAa figure earveil on the liack wall ot thi' right.- 
liand chamber is eiigra\'('d a. Xagari insciijition of .■) lines I'eading ; - 

1. ,SV7 ni-l/nnihihl'lidii. 

2. finin'- <tfl/n' kluiih {.') v</ (h/) (') ji'n' ga/m/i prahvc {.') i/n- 

/o.s//a r//'oyc po/rij I nd- 

4. hinlld <( II liKtdsild '•d/d liln.'lldl: IlliiHid/n 

.7. ifdi-lidlP rdii ifd jirds/lid lii sdliirdZ-fdi’d/ jidudli | 

•• The cliara.cters lielong to tlu' lattei' half of tlu' eighth oi' the tii'st half 

ill,, ninth centiirv .\.l). It menti(»ns a. king named .'^aiitikara. w ho must be 

one of the Kar.is (d Orism. 'I’he iincription is in verse and seein.s to i-ia-ord 
some dedication made bv mninata. a phv.sician, the son of .Vannata. The 
second line, which contains the nanu' of the object ot dedication, is iinfoi- 
limatelv in a verv laid state of pre.s.u'vat ion. and consi'ipimit Iv tin' pur|)ort id 
the imcriptioii is not \'ery clear. ( Ir. I-. 1 1 1 . to.) 

(],) (tocid: (/) t'\'rgii'-<on. Cave Tciui>le' : ■''li-fl : I'ergii-on hat. .froti.. If, 12. It. 1.7; Disi, 

ttaxct., I’uri, : b. .\r. H., . 700 - 0 ;; : ifuiiter, <)ri.(m. I, L'^ii-S.S : E. I., Xlff, PIT ; S,.\.b., 

XIX. TH ; (/) --''d. 1 "o. 
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No. 101 -{a) The Dliaugliar cave, literally, the "llite Ihhi^c 

(h) On the Uclayagiri Hill, some 20 yards north-west of the .Svargapuri, an<l east of the 
Hiithl Gumphii ; (c) Government ; (d) Ila ; (e) Prohably about the first century B.C. 

(f) The Dhangliar consists of a single chainher 17 It. 0 in-., long liv 7 ft. 
wide, with three duorwavs facing east. The verandah is provided with benches 
and shelves, and measures 16ft. Sins, by 6ft. and Oft. .5 ins. high. 1 he 
verandah roof is supported on two pillars between : and on the outer 

face of the left-hand pilaster is carved the figure of a guard. 4 ft. 5 ins. high, 
wealing turban. (I//rdJ and scarf, with both Inind.s resting on the top of a Idtltl. 
On the bracket of the left hand pilaster is carved an elephant and on the 

right hand one a lion. The outer brackets of the pillars liave been lo-.t ; the 
innei' ones are relieveil with fiuwers. The doorways are without any flanking 
pilasters, and the arches are perfectly plain ; but the conipartnient^ between 
them are decorateil in tlie same way as in the IManchapurT cave, namely, 

with plain oblong tablets below and railing above. 

A few feet higher up. in the crest of the hill above the Dhangliar. is 

excavated an open cave, (13 ft. by 6f ft.) with a window in the southern 
wall. The top of the hill has been dressed flat and edged with laterite 

blocks. In the centre of this levelled portion is a stone platform jirobably 
the remains of a small temple of modern date. 

Between the Dhanghar and the Hath! Guinpha are three open caves facing 
south, fl'lic one near the Dhanghar measures 1(» ft. 5 ins. by (i ft. 4 ins. and 
4ft. 4 ins. high; the other which is at a higher level, is 12ft. bv 7 ft. 
and the tfiird, situated immediately to the right of the J lathi Gumpha, 
measures 13 ft. l^y 6 ft. and is partly blocked with debris. 

{(/) None; (//) Good; (j) Dist. Gazct., Puri, 259; (1) 2284. 

No. 102. (u) The Hathi Gumpha or '‘Elephant Cave." 

{b) On the Udayagiri Hill, some 80 feet north-west of the Svargapuri ; (c) Government ; 
{(!) la ; (e) About Lst and 2nd century B.C. 

(J) The Hathi Gumpha is a large natural cavern of irregular shape slightlv 
eiilarged by artificial means. The cave boasts of no architectural features; 
thougli the fine (-hiselling of the back and side walls to a dado height, and 
the Brrdimi inscrijitions thereon, containing names of nioidcs and ascetics 
clearly indicate that it was iidiabited by men at an eaiiv date. At its wiile.st 
and longest the Hathi Gum])iia measures 2S It. by .59 ft. inside ; while the 
ca\'e mouth is about 12 ft. liigh. 

The rock forming the root has heeii chiselled away in front for tiu' iucisino 
of ail iiiscrijttiou (d 17 lines measuring ahout 1.5 feet hv .5.1 ft., the celebrated 
inscription <d the King Kharavela. 

“ Tlic Jlatlii Giimjdia iiiscrii.tiou is very valual)le as a historical ivcord ; 
for it shows that, on the downiall of the .Mauryau cmj.ire, Kalinga mvolred 
and lasamc an independent kingdom. This in.scrijitioii, whieh is ascribed to 
about 160 B.C.. contains a re<-ord ot thi- caiecr of King Khriravela, wlio 
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belonged to the Jaina faith, up to the 13th year of his reign, Kharavela 
evndently made Kalinga a powerful kingdom, and his invasion of Magadha 



Fig. 148. — HSthI Gumpha, Khaijdagiri. 

indicates that he had become not only independent but aggressive ; for tliis^ 
expedition into the heart of the Empire led him to the capital Pataliputra 
(Patna) on the banks of the Ganges, and compelled the Emperor to sue for 
peace and acknowledge his independence. Besides this account of his military- 
prowess, the inscription records the pious deeds of the king,"’ his recapture- 
of the statue of the Tirthankara which had been carried away by the Nandas, 
his repair of the gates, city wall, and (artificial) lakes in the capital, his- 
gifts to Brahmans and Arhats, his remittance of taxes on the occasion of the 
Rajasuya sacrifice, the musical entertainments he provided for the people, tho 
construction of canals and caves, etc., etc. The inscription also speaks of an 
invasion of Northern India undertaken by Kharavela, which was celebrated 
by a jmpular pageant. The capital of this monarch was at Kalinga-nagari, 
which, it has been suggested, was ‘‘ probably soniewliere near Bhuvaneswar. but 
perhaps closer to the sea, as it is said to have been destroyed by a tidal 
wave."’. 

The inscription was first noticed l)v Stirling in 1825 and published by 
James Prinsep from an eye-copy prepared by Kittoe in 1837. Another eye- 
copy was published by Cunningham in 1877, and a third by Mitra in 1880. 
But the first reallv workable version of this important record was published 
bv Br. Bhagawan Lai Indraji in 188.5. 

Bhagawan Lrd Indraji interjireted a sentence in the Kith line to mean 
that the 13th year of Kharavela's reign corre.sponded to the Kioth current and 
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^ Distt. Gazetteer. I’uvi. p. 24. 
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164tli expired year of the i\Iaurya Kings. He tvas inclined to believe that tlu' era 
began with the eighth year of Asoka, the year in which Asoka con((ueied 
Kaliiiga. and. taking 263 B.C. as the year of Asoka'.s acce.s.sion. ])laced the 
accession of Kharavela in 103 B.C. While accepting Bliagawan Lai's reading 
and interpretation of the sentence, Bhhler pirshed back the initial vear of 
the ilaurya ora to the year of Chandragupta’.s accession. This theoiy 
held the field till 1910, when Fleet qnestioned the reading and inteipretation 
of Bha gawan Lai and declared that ” there i.s no date in the inscri])lion " ; and 
in this he was followed by Liiders. In 1917-18 3Ies.srs. K. P. Javaswal and 

Pi. D. Banerjee publi.shed a revised version of the HathI Guniplia inscription 
with fasciniile.s reviving the theory of the Tlanryan era^ which however lias now 
been given up.^ 

Hr. Jayaswal's reading of the inscription wonld appear to be a verv free 
rendering and his interpretation of the various pa.ssages cannot f)e accepted 
witliout reservation. 

In a reference to Hr. Jayaswaks article the Eilitor of tlie C(nnhrirlge 

History of India. U)'22 (\ol. I, p. 535, footnote) states that ‘the different trans- 
lation given by ]\Ir. Jayaswal seems not to he necessitated bv the new read- 

ing to which he calls attention.” But while the question of a precise date 
is disputed, it is conceded that the inscription probably belongs to about 

the middle ol tlie 2nd century B.C. As the late.st attemjit at elucidating this 
important epigraph Mr. Jayaswal’s reading is, however, given here in full ; and 
a brief note of the more important points of criticism it has evoked is also 

appended. It need hardly be added that finality in such a disputalile matter 

is yet a long way off. 

At the beginning of the inscription is a Trisida and an ‘ Hour-glass,’ 
and at the end a tree or (?) monogram enclosed in a railing, while on 

the left c)f the fouith line appears a Sva.sf ild and at the end of the first line 

a Naiidipadn—iiW au.spicious symbols. 


feat vJ the Hathi Gionphd I nscri'jitioH. 

Line 1. Kamo Aralianitanaiii ( . ) Kamo Bava-Sidhanam ( . ) Airena iMaha- 
rajena Maha-megha-vrdianena Cheta-rajavasa-vadlianena pasatha-subha-lakha- 
nena chaturaintae-tlnm gunopahitena Kali(m)g adhipatina Siri-Kharavelena 
(Kandipada.) 

J.me 2.- pamdarasa-vasani siri-kadara-sarlra-vata kidita kumarakidika tato 
Ickha-rupa-ganana A avahara-vidhi-visaradena sava-vij=avadatena nava-va.sani 
Yocarajarn pasasitani sam pnna-chatnrvTsafi-vasotadani vadhamana-sesayo 
^ e(a)nabhivijayo tatiye 

Lme d.-Kalimga-raja-vamse i)uri.sa-yuge iMaliarajrddiise-chanam pajmnrdi 
(.) Abhisifa-mato (La padhaim* vase (,) vata-vihata-gopurapakraa-Kivesanani 
pati-sarnkhanyafi Kalniiga-nagari KhIbirain-i.si-trdam-ta(Jaga-padiyo cha bamdha- 
payati sav= uyana-patisanithajianani cha 


JV, :i04-4o:i. 

’.J. L. O. R. S. 1927. 23711. 
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Line 4 . — karayati ( . ) Panatisalii sata-sahasehi Pakatiyo cha ram- jayati ( . - 
Dutiye clia vase achitayita Satakamnim Pachhima-disam hayagaia-nara-radha) 
vahulum-damda(m) pathapayati Kanha-benani gataya cha seiiaya vitasitam- 
Musika-Xagaram ( . ) Tatiye puna vase 

Line 5. — Gamdhava-veda-budho dampa-nata-gita-vadita-samdanisanalii usava- 
samaja-kaiapanalii cha kidapayati Nagarini ( . ) Tatha cha {i ?) vuthe (more 
probably chavutJie) vase vijadharadhivasam ahata-puvam Kalim-ga-puva-raja 
(iiivesitam) . .vitadha-makut (e) sa-bilam’dhite-cha nikhita chhata- 

Line 6 . — bihrngare hita-ratana-sapateye sava-Rathika-Bhojake pade vam- 
dapavati ( . ) Pamchame cha daul vase Namda-rajativasa-sata-oghatitam Tanu- 
suliya-vata Panadim Xagaram pavesa(ya)ti ( . ) Sopi (vase) chhadam (a) bhisito 
cha rajasuyani samdasayamto sava-kara-vauani 

Line 7. — xlnugha-anekani sata-sahasani visajati Poram Janapadam ( . ) 
Satamani cha vasampasasato Vajira-ghara-va(m)ti gh(u)sita ghariul sa-matuka-pada- 
pun[aj [ti?J-[kumara?] ( . ) 

Line 8. -Athame cha vase mahata sen[<'i] . . Goradha-girim 

ghatapayita ( . ) Raja-gahara iipa-pidapayati ( ; ) etin [am or a] cha kainma 
padaiia-spaiiadena sarnbita-sena-vahiium vipamum-chiturn Madhuram apayato 
Yevana- rid(o)(nama) (mo?) yachha(ti)— vi— palava- 

Line 5.— Kapa-rukh(e) hava-gaja-radlia-sah-yamte Sava-gharavasaparivasne 
sa-aginathiye ( ; ) sava gahanam cha karayitum Bamhananam jatipamtim pariharam 

dadati ( . ) (Araha)ta va na 

giya 

Line 10. .... 1 , 2, maehiii 3 ra(ja)-samiiivasarn IMaha-vijayain Pasadani Kara- 

payati athatisaya-sata-sahasehi ( . ) Dasame cha vase mahadhita’ bhisa-mayo Bha- 

radha-vasa-pathanam 3Iahi-jaya-nam ti kariipayati (niritaya ?) uyatanam 

mani-ratana(ni) upala-bhat(e) 

Line 11. — mamde cha puva-rrija-iiivesita-pit]uula-ga-da(la)bha-nanigaieue 
kasavati gan-pad bhavaiiam cha terasa-vasa-sat- ketubhada Tita mara-deha- 
saiii-^hatani ( • ) Barasame cha va(se) hasa-keja“Sa[vaJ sell vitasa\aii, . . . 
utarapatha-rajaiio. 

Line 12 IMagam-dhauain cha vi 2 iiilai]i(w) Idiayam Janeto hathisu Gam 

gilya payavati ( : ) -Magadhani cha Rajanani Bahasati-mit(r ?) ana pade vanida 
payati (: ) Naihda-raja-nTtain cha Kalimga-jina-samnivesain. . . .naga. .(gaha-rata) 
iia na-padiharehi Ainga-3Iagadha vasuiu cha neyati 

is_ ta jathara likliilabara-iii sihirani luvesayati sata-veisikanam 

purihareua Alduitamachhariyam clia hatlu-uavaua paripurain upadenha haya- 
hathT-ratana(-ma)nikam Pamdaraja edani aiiekaui mutamani-ratnani ahara- 
pavati idha sat[()] ( . ) 

Line 14 Sino vasT karoti terasame (dia vase su])avata-vijayi-chak[e] 

Ivuiuaia-pavate araliite [ va jpa-kii(i)-nuisaiiivyatafii Ivayya-iiisi-dii a\ a Yapa-ua- 
vakehi raja-bhitini chiua-vataui Vasasitani ; Pujruii kala-uvasa Kharavela-sirina 
Jivadeva (siri)kalpani nikhita ( . ) 

Line /d. -....su katam samana-suviliita-n(a)ni (dia sata-disan(a)m uatanam 

tapas-isinapi sam-ghayaiiaiii ( . ) Araliata-XisIdiya-saunpe pabhare vara- 

2 N 2 
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kara-samu-tliapitalii aneka-l ojaiiahi-talii . .hilalii 
nisayani 

Zoie 16'.- Patalfijkocliatare clia veduriya gahhe 


ainiha-paTlia-ivani yaluisiya 
thaniblie paThitha})ayati ( ; ) 


panatariva .satasalia.seki ( . ) Muriya-kiilani vocluipn-(e {) ni dia fht)yathi-ainaga- 
satika’m tarivani upadayati Khema-raja sa.^adha-raja sa Bliikhu-raja Dhaiiia- 
raja pasanito .sunamto anubhavainto Kalaiiani 

Line 17. — giina-visesa-kusala sava-pasa( ni)da-pujako sava-devayatana-sani- 
kara-karako patihata-chaki-vahani-balochaka-dluiroguta thako pavata-diako rajasi- 
v'asa-kula-vinis(r)ito Mahavijayo Baja kliara-vela-siri (Tree Symbol.) 


T/anslation of the Hdthl Oionphd insenptiun. 

Line 1. Salutation to Arliats ! Salutation to all the Siddhas ! Sri Khara- 
vela, Emperor of Kalihga, the Aira. the descendant (d' 31aha. the -Meghavahana 
and .Maharaja, who is po.s,se.s.sed of virtue.s which have reached the four ends 
(quarters), and who is of noble and au.spiciou.s feature-marks, the agent of the 
Cheti (Ohedi) dynasty. 

Line 2 . — For ^Jtee)t pears having played princely games with a body 
majestic with fair-lu'owu (complexion), and after having thoroughly learnt 
royal corre.spondence. currency, .state-accounting, municipal law and dhorma 
injunctions, ruled for nine years in the office of Yuva-raja havincf been 
prosperous (like Prince Vardhaman) and a conquentr like Xing A’ena even in 
his boyhood. 

Line 3. ■ Having completed the twenty-fourth year, he who for the re.st 

of his manliood achieved ever-increasing victories, attained in the third generation 
of the Kalinga dynasty to (the anointing called) Alrdiarajya-bhishechanani, 
As soon as he was anointed, in Ids First year, (he) repairs the Kalinga capital, 
of which the gates, citv-walls and buildings had been destroved bv a storm. 

He causes the construction of the embankment to the lake of Khibira-Kishi in 
the Capital of Kalinga. (He) also restored all the gardens. 

Line 4. (He). Iikewi.se, pleases the thirty-five hundred thousand People 

{subjects). 

In the second year, disregarding Satakarui (he) de.spatches a large army 
of horse, elephant, foot, and chariot to the We.stern Quarter ; the armv haviinr 
reached the Krislma-vena. lie cau.sed terror to the capital of Alushikas. 

Line 0 . Again in the third year, (he), vensed in the science of music 
(gandharva-veda), entertains the Capital with shows id' duinpa, (lances, singing 
and music, and by holding festivities and Samajas. 

Then in the Fourth year, the Vidyadhara-Abode, which had not been 

damaged bcfoie. and which had been held sacred by the Former Kimcs of 

f\idinga With their coronets (nnikula.s) devoid of their significance and 

with tlieir umbrellas, 

hbm 6.-— And h//r//c/dm.s- (giihleii va.sics) broken down and felled, the Leaders 
(of) all tlie Rashtrikas and Pdmjakas, deprived of their ratna.% were cau.sed hy 
fhim) to bow at bis feet. 
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Then in the Fifth ijear, (he) brings into the capital from the Tanasuliya 
Eoad the Canal excavated in the 103rd year of the era of King K'anda 
(Vardhana). 

Line /.--And as such (he., victorious, as related in the preceding sentence), 
in the sixth year, he, consecrated for and showing raja-Suya, remits all Govern- 
ment taxes, bestows numerous privileges — by hundreds and thousands — on (the 
corporate bodies) the Paura and the Jmiafada. 

Ruling in the seventh year, his wife (lit. mistress of the house) named 
Dhisi (Dhrishti), of the Vajira (Vajra), having fulfilled the noble dignity of the 
motherhood, having prince 

Line 8 . — In the eighth year, he (Khara-vela) having got stormed the Gora- 
thagiri (fortress) by a great army causes pressure around Rajagriha (lays seige 
to Rajagriha). On account of the report occasioned by these acts of valour, 
(i.e., the capture of Gorathagiri, etc.) the Greek king Deniet(rios) drawing in 
his army and transport (or covering himself with his army and vehicles) retreated 
to abandon Ilathura. 

Line 9 . — In the ninth year he gives away a Kalpa-tree with leaves 

•on, and horses, elephants, and chariots with their drivers, to all {i.e., the 
donees of Kalpa-tree, etc.) (he gives, Yachhati, 1'8) houses, residences, and 
buildings for common use. with fire altars, (and to make all those gifts 

.accepted) he gives lands to the caste association {Panhti) of Brahmins. 
Arhat 

Line 10. — ..(he) builds the royal residence, the 'Palace of yreat victory,* 
at tile cost of Thirty-eiyht hundred thousand (coins). 

In the tenth year he v'ith the policy of war. peace and conciliation, causes. .. . 
departure for Korthern India (Bharata-varsha) to conquer the land, free from 

•calamitv, (?) he obtains the jeAvels and precious things of those Avho have been 

invaded upon. 

Line 11. — (In the eleventh year) he (Khiiravela) razes to the ground (lit. 
ploughs down with an ass plough) Pithurudam the market town {inauida) founded 
by the Ava king. In the twelfth year he breaks up the combination of the 
Tamil (Trainira) countries. 

Line 12. -....And causing great panic amongst the people of 3Iagadha, 
he makes his elephants enter the Su-gruigeya (jialace of Nanda at Pataliputra), 

and (he) makes the king of Magadha. Brihasyatimitra bow at his feet 

(he) brings home the image known as the ” .Tina of Kalihga” which 

had been i arried away by Kiny Xanda and the home ratnas as 

recaptures, (and) the precious things of Ahga and Magadha. 

Line 13. He builds excellent towers with carved interiors, by making 

land-grants to a hundred artists. And. he the cajiable one cau.ses to be brought 
here, as tniphics, from the Pandya Kiny. all (kinds of) presents being the wonderful 
and marvellous cargo (lit. " fill ') of elephant-ships, choice horses and choice 
elephants and rubies, as well as numen)us jewel pearls. 

I^ine 14 . — (he) wins (the affection) of Again, in the 

thirteenth year, state manitenances, to be gh'cn on completion of vow, 


are 
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decreed (bv Klianivela) to those \vJu> ended tlicir c.nirst' of bntlis bv ainteniK's 
at the depository of the Body-remains on tli.' reven-d Kuinan llili. wlane the 
wheel of the coinpieror (=Jina) is fully esfalilished. Sr] Kliaravehi having 
finished layman's vow realized (exiierienctal) the lieauty ul (/.e.. t he diM met ion 

between) soul and matter (dr/m). 

Jq “....for the leaders (foundeis) of Sanghas. I'nr aeeoMlpli^hed 

Sramanas of good deeds, for the wise ones from hundred direetioiis. for ri^his 
practising austerities; there near the Relic Dejiository of the Arhat. on the 
slope of the mountain, Shelters (Halting Blaces) for the Siridia-prastha (hieen 

Sindhula. with stones quarried out of excellent mines, brotight Iroin 

many miles (Yojanas)." 

Liue 16.~ . . . .(-Aiid) on the lower roofed terrace (/.c.. in the A'erandah) 
he established at the cost of 7o hundred-thousand (panas) columns inlaid with 
Beryl and with bells attached (at the top). The four fold Ahga-Sajuika of 
64 Sections, lost in the time of the Hanrya (king) he (the king) restores. He (i>) the 
king of prosperity (Ae.s'/ienor). the king of extension (ot tlu' empire) (or. a 

king to the old people), a king to the BInhJnts (or. though king yet a 

hhihshu), the king of Dliarma who has been seeing to, listening to. and 
experiencing welfare {Kalyana). 

Line 17. — “Kinfj-Khamveki-Sri. the great conqueror, descended from a family 
of the dvnasty of royal sages, one whose chariot and army have been not 
ob.structed. with an empire (or army), one whose empire has been extended^ 
one wdio is the restorer of every temple, one who respects every sect, one who 
is an expert by virtue of .special (pialities." 

The following remarks embrace certain comments made on the reading 

given above. 

From an exjuession contained in line 4, Hr. Jayaswal concludes that 
according to the official estimate the population of Kalihga numbered 3, .500,000. 
This reading has been <[uestioned and some peojile think that the number 

represents the amount spent by Kharavela on works of public utility. 

dir. .Jayaswal identifies the Aaiida king who.se era is mentioned m the inscrip- 
tion with Xanda \'ardhana who ascended the throne in 4.58 B.C. hie also 
takes the woi'ds li-v(ts(i-n(ita)n in line 6 to mean 103 as 300 would briiiit down 
the date of the excavation of the canal to about 1.58 B.C. when Kharavela 
was ruling in Ori.ssa and using his own regnal years. He thus attributes the 
excavation of the canal to 3.5.5 B.('. And as the Andhra king 8atakarni (1) 
and the lndo-(Ireek king Demetrios are mentioned as conteiiqioraries of Khara- 
vela. Hr. Jayaswal puts the accession of Kharavela to 183 B.C. and the 
date of tlie record to about 170 B.C. dir. B. Chanda ' of the Aicha'ological 

Department, how'ever, takes the w'ords ti-vasa-.salmn to mean ” 300 wears " and 
identifies the Xaiida Raja with the diahapadama Xanda son of xMahanandin 
by a Sudra woman, w ho is said to have '' ujirooted all Kshatryas dli'. Chanda 
places the accession of dlaluqiadama Xanda about the year 383 B.C. and that 
of Kharavela about 70 B.C. on the grounds (1) that an inscription of the King 

' l..\., Vol. Xl.VHl, pj... -_'14-lri. 



IN THE BIHAR AND ORISSA PROVINCE. 


269 


Satakarni (II), mentioned in the Hathi Gump ha record, is also to be found on 
the south Gateway of Sahchl, which was erected about the middle of the first 
centiu'j B.C. , and (2) that the alphabet used in the Hath! Gumpha inscription 
contains ceitain peculiarities and characteristics which are also met with in the 
inscriptions on the Gateways of Sanchl. 

Line 11. Is read differently by Dr. R. C. iMajuindar, who translates it as 
follows : — 

llixpells the 1300 Khasas [a wild tribe] who were a cause of anxiety to 

the whole commiinity and who injured the body of the ascetics ” This 

again shows how very difficult it is to arrive at an agreement as to the 
correct reading of the Kharavela inscription.^ 

Line i2. In line 12 again, Mr. Jayaswal reads the name of the contemporary 
Iviiig of iMa^adha as Bhasatimita (Brihaspati-mitra). But Dr. R. C. Majiimdar 
suggests a different reading. 

The inscription is badly damaged in several places ; and the rules of piinc- 
tiiation have been generally disregarded, so that the words admit of various 
combinations. 

These disadvantages coupled with the fact that fraJcrit words have been 
frequently used, make it extremely difficult to read the inscription with accuracy. 

ralaeographic evidence, too, cannot be considered as conclusive in this 
case, chiefly because there are but few inscriptions in the neighbourhood of 
which the date can be fixed with certainty. 

To the west and north-west of the Hatlil Gumpha are a number of small 
caves, of which five are directly under the hill crest and one is excavated 
in a small rock lying between the Serpent cave and the Hilthl Gumpha. 

{(j) See (/) above, {h) A stone-shed has been recently erected to protect the inscription 
from the action of the weather ; (/) J. A. S. B. (1837), 1072-91 ; A. S. R., E. C., 1905-06. 12 ; 
1906-07. 15 ; Dist. Gazet., ruri. 24 and 259-60 ; L. A. JI. B.. 502 ; Fergusson. Cave Temples, 
66-8 ; Fergiusson, Ind. Arch., 11. 11 ; Hunter. Orissa. I, 196-98 ; Asiatic Researches, XV, 313 g ; 
C. 1. I., Vol. I, 27andpl. XYIII; ,].R. A. S. (1910). 2 (2 g, 82 1-8 ; J. B. 0. R. S., Vol. I. 80 
note 55, Vol. Ill, 425-.507, Vol. I^. 364-403, tol. VI, 337-47 ; V ol. XIII, 221-46, and Vol. XIV 
127-2.S and 150-51 (C) 265. 1965. 

No. 103. {a) The Sarpa Gampha or Sei'pcnt Cave. 

(h) On the Udayagiri Hill some 50 feet west by north-west of Hath! Gumpha in a detached 
rock lying on the left side of the narrow footpath leading to the hill crest. The cave faces east- 
(c) Government ; (d) Ha ; (c) Fergusson considers the Tiger and the Serpent Caves to be among 
the oldest of the sculptured caves in these hills and probably contemporary with the Hath! 
Gumpha (No. 102). 

(/) Tfic Seipent Gave derives its name from the circumstance of the rock 
over the veratulah being carved to re.semlde the head of a serpent with tfiiee 
hoods. 'Die cave consists of a single small cell measuring 6 ft. 6 ins. long by 
o ft. 4 ins. wide and oidy 3 feet high. The roof of the cell projects about 


' I.A., Vol. Nl.VlIl (litlt)), PI). 1S7-1'.U. 
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2 ft. be}'ojid tlie doorwa}'. foinciiiCT a iiarrcjw veiaiidah in liniit. ()ii the- kdt 
side of the sa.nie rock is aiiotlier cell. niea.''in'in<i cdiout 7 It. 1)\' Ol It., which 
is also known as the (Set pent Cave. It i.s now without a x’eiandali : hut above 
its doorvayrunsa deep broad liorizontal m which weie ])iobabl\- inseiTc'd 

tlie ends of wooden beams .supporting a verandah roof. To tight or north-east 
of the boulder containing' tlie two Serpent Caves is an open ea\'e measiiriiig 
7 ft. (J ins. by 0 ft. 8 ins. ; and in the lock above this, and abo\'e the west end of 
the Hath! Guin2)ha. there is a series of .six small ojien cac'cs taciiiL; south, some 
of which are badly damaged. Two of them are called the •• i’avaiia '' or 
Aii^ ca^ es. 2 ^^'obahly becau.se they are situated high uji under the A'erv 
ciest of the hill. J he other four cave.s have no name, though the two at the 
right end vere shown to Tlr. Garret in 190.3 as Copalajnira and Dvaraka. 'J’lie 
large.st of them mea.sures about l(i ft. by 8 ft. They all are iiuite plain, like- 
the man} other otien caves in these hills, and are of no imjiortanc c. A few 
steps fuithei, to right of the pathway, and nortli-we.st of the iSerirent Cave, 
are three more oiien caves one above the other, now much daimmed. 

' C* 

((j) Jhere are two in.se rijit ions in the cave: one over the doorwav and tlie- 
other on the left jamb ; 

(i) Over the doorwav : — 

CJiidakamasa Kotlidjeijd cha. 


Traxslatioii. 

■■ The un.surpa,s.sable chamber of Chulakama (Chfidakarman ?)." 
(ii) On the left jamb ; — • 

1. Kammasa Halkhi 

2. ))aija cha pavddd. 


Translatio)!. 

The temple of Kamma and llalak.shina.'’ 

The characters used in the 2nd inscription are about a century later than 
tho.se of the first which belongs to the 2nd century B.C. 

{h) Good; (;) Tergu&son. Cave Teniple.s C9 ; Fergn&son. fuel. Arch., II. 17 ■ Dist Gazet., 
Puri, SCO : E. L, XIII. 102 ; (k ) 2S8G, 2287. 


No. 104,- (u) The Bagh Gunudia or Tiger Cave, 

[h) On the UdayagiTi Hill ■. .some 50 feet north-west of the Serpent Cave a flight of steps 

eads to the Bagh Guniphi ; (o) Government ; {<!) la ; (e) Fergussou considers the cave to be as 
Old as the ILithl Oumpha (Xo. 

(J) fJa Joigh Gum]dia or diger Cave, .so called from its front being carved 
into the re, semblance of a huge tiger's hea.l, eousi.sfs of a .single small cell 7 ft. 
ung and I. ft. 4 ms. wide. The expanded juw.s of the amiiial form the 
ttiaiuai, am tie entrance to the cell is appropriately jdaced in the gullet. 
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The door jambs lean inward considerably, and the pilasters at the sides of 
the doorway are ornamented with vases at the base and bell shaped capitals 

above, surmounted by two 
elephants set back to back 
on square pedestals. The 
arch is plain, but on either 
side of it near the top is 
a railing continued along 
the whole length of wall. 
In the ujiper left jaw of 
the tiger, (inside), just 
above the grinders, is carved 
the figure of a lizard in 
relief, the meaning of which 
is not clear. Higher up 
and some 50 feet to nortK 
of the Tiger Cave is a 
Fig. 149. — Tigt r Cave, Khaiiflagiri. broken cell. 

{(]) To right of the entrance is a Braluni inscription of two lines which 
speaks of the excavation as being the cave of Sabhi'iti, or Subhfiti. At the 
beginning of the inscription is the symbol known as the “ Hour-glass,” and 
at the end of the second line is the " Svastikii.” The inscription reads : — 

1 . Xof/a ra-al'Jt(((kniKisa 

2. Sah/iilfhtd I e Ha lit 

Translation. 

" The cave of the town-judge Sabhuti (Subhfiti).” 

(/<) Good ; (/) L. A. M. B.. 502 ; Fergiis.soii. Cave Temples, 68-69 ; Fergiisson, Ind. 
Arch.. II. 17 ; Dist. Gazet., Puri. 260 ; S. A. B. XIX, 73 ; Hunter's Orissa. I, 180-81 ; 
(A-) 1466. 2288. 

No. J05.~(u) The Jambesvara Gumpha ; literally, "House of the Lord of 
Bears.” 

(h) On the Udayagiri Hill, a few yaril.s to north-west of the Tiger Cave ; (c) Government ; 
(d) Ila ; (c) Aliout Ht-2nd century B. C. 

(/) The Jambesvara cave consists of a single cell (10 ft. byOHt.) with two 
plain doorwavs facing south, and a benched verandah in front, (Of ft. wide) 
supported on one pillar between the end pilaster.s. io leit of the Jambes\ara 
is an open cave measuring S leet by G feet (i inches. 

((j) Over the right-hand door of the cell is a BiTihmi inscription of one 
line which reads a,s follows; — 

Ma/idniaildsa hdrli/dija Xdkijjasa Icnaiii. 

Tiaiislalion. 

“ The cave of XTddva. wile of TIahamada.” 

(/J Good ; (j) Di,‘;t. Gazet . I’uri, 260 ; L. .\. M. B., 502 ; ( 1) 2289. 

2 o 
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No. 106. — (a) The Hciiidas Cave. 

(f>) On the Udayagiri Hill, we,-.! of tlie Ti^ei cave (Xo. H'l); (i ) OoviTinnciit ; (</) la; 
le) About 1st century B.O. 

(f) From tlie Tioer C'ave a lligJit ol inievoii ''te])s (le>ceii(K towanU a oinuj) 
of three cave.s about .50 feet higher than tlie Puii-Cuttack loail lliiduuli ilie 
eieii. Tlie eastei'U cave bcais tlie name of llaridas ami i" --o calleil alter a 
sd(l/iii of that name ivho tirok u]) hi" ahude here in the "ixtio" and ."ei’enties 
of the last centmy. ft consisi.s of a "ingle room 21 ft. long by 7 It. i\ide, 
with three large doorways and a verandah in front. Thi' verandah mea>nrt's 
17 ft. 3 ins. long and (i ft. 9 ins. wide, and is ."iijiporfed on one jiillar in the 
centre. It is provided with benche." and .shelves, but contain" no caivings. 

(;/) On the front wall is an inscrijitioii of one Hue in Ifralinil cli.uacters 
of about the Ist century B.C. It reads: — 

('1/ jtasn/d lolhdjnii (a) chu. 

T i’<i 11)11 . 

" The temple and unsurpa"sable chamber of (,'hhlakarama." 

(/p (Ood ; (/) Dist. Gazet.. 200; C. d. E.. XIII, 93; E. L, XIII, 102-03; (/,) 2291. 

No. 107. — (a) The .Jagaunath Cave. 

(h) Oil the Udayagiri Hill, to lett ot tlie H;n'i<ias Cave; (>) GoViTiinimit ; (//) Ha; 
(e) Uncertain ; hut po,""ilily coiiti'iujiorary ivitli tli<.‘ Ilariila" Cave (Xo. H)0). 

(f) The .Jagannath Cave, so called from the existence of a rude drawiim 
of that god on the inner wall, consists of one lung clianiber — the longest in 
Udayagiri- measuring 27f, ft. by 7 ft. with four simple doorways and a benched 
verandah in front, supported on tliree pillai's. The brackets of the jnllars, which 
occur .on the outer face only, are carved with linnian or Yal-sho figures in low 
relief ; both pillars and pilasters being also decorated evith animal figures and 
flowers towards the top. To left of the Jagannath is a small cave called the 
HasoT or ' Kitchen . It consists of a cell measuring 9 ft. bv (f.f ft. evith an 
outer cliambei- forming an open columnar verandah in front. 

(fj) Xone : ih) Good ; (/) C. S. K., XIII, 93 ; Hist. Gazet., Puri. 2G0 ; (/.) 2290. 

No. 108. (a) The Anaiitr. Guniplia. 

(h) On a hiyh ledne just below, and to the north of, the cre.st of the Khandauiri Hill; (c) 
Government; (d) la; (c) Probably about the 1st century B.C. 

(/) I he Ananta Cave is sitiiafeil on a high ledge which is crowned by a 
Jaimi temple. 'ITie ledge can be reaidied by the track from Tatva Cave I 
or by the steps cut in the rock to right id' tlie Kliandagiri cave, or again 
by tlie steejier steps near the HaraldiujT cave. It consists of a long chandler 
•23 to 24f feet long by Cd, ft. wide and (i ft. high, with an arclKul ceiling. 
Tlie (hamlier had originally four doorways, l.ut tlie wall lietween the first and 
the second doorw.iys lias fallen away, .so that only three openings 


now 
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remain. On its back wall, ju.st below the ceiling line, are carved in relief 
the following sacred symbols arranged in a row -.—Trisrila in the centre, flanked 

by an ' Hour-glass ' on 
either side ; Smstikds at 
the ends, and ‘ Shields ’ 
between the Svastihls 
and the ‘ Hour-glas.ses.’ 
All symbols except the 
Svastilids are set on 
ste^iped pedestals. Below 
the Svastikd and the 
Shield symbols at the 
right end is a rectangular 
niche containing in low 
relief the outline of 
an incomplete iMediaival 
figure of a standing 

C' O 

ITo. loO. — Anaiita Guiiiplul : carvings on the laeade. Khaivjagiii. Tll’ilKH'tkdl'd attended by 

two cJiaun bearers. Tlie front wall of the chamber is decorated with the 

usual side pilasters, tympana, arches, etc. the tympana in this instance 

being also carved. Unfortunately the fall of the intervening pier between 

the first and the second doorways from left has carried away with it parts 
of the two nearest tympana. Beginning from the left, the first tyinpanum 
portrays a royal elephant in the centre, facing, attended by an elephant 
on each side carrying lotus tnids and flowers in their trunks. The portion 
of the tymjiamun containing tlie right-hand elephant is missing. The 

second tymjianum shows Sanjd, the Sun-god, under an umbrella, driving a 
chariot drawn by four horses. He is acconpianied by his two wives 

Sddijdd and Chlunjd seated on his right and left respectively. To proper 

left of Chhaya (' shade ) is a crescent surrounded by stars ; and to right 
of Sd>iijhd an elaborate lotus probably representing the Sun. At the lower 
right end of the relief is a burly demon, ju'olialjly Iblliu (who is believed 
to cause the Eclipses), carrying an indistinct object in the right hand and a 
S2)outed vase in the left. 'I'lie corresponding horses and demon on the left 
side have l»een lost. The third tym})anuni shows the goddess Sri standing 
on a lotus, with two ele])ltants. one on each side. ])ouring water over her from 
vases held in their ujilifted trunks. Behind the ele])hants are two parrots 
pecking at some lialf-ojien lotus buds. The iourth tympanum dejiicts iu the 
centre a jd p((l tree within a s(piare railing. To left of the tree stands a female 
figuit' in de\'otional attitude attended l>y a seivant carrying a sjioutc'd vase 
and a tray of oiferings ; ti> right is a woman holding uj) a long garland to be 
]»laced on a branch of the saert'd tree : she is attended liv a maid carrying a 
vase ami oiferings. 'I'lie tympana arches are also carved. The fiist arch on 
tb(' lelt-hand side is relieved with lotus flowers and garlands ; on the second 
and third is a lantastic I’e^iroseutation ol men or Idka/tdi struggling with lions 
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and bulls ; while the fourth i-epresents a >ucct‘-'>inn nl twelve 
geese, six on the left and six on tiie right, all beariiiu lotU'- luuU in their 
beaks, and meeting at the crown of the arch. The arehe,-, are capped l)y 

Ti'tsillas and Sliiehls alteiaiatelv, and are Hanked i>y a large tlnee-luHided xM-ptuit 
on each side, the hoods of tlie sei^ients being .-nIiowu near the >pr!iigiiig of the 
arches, and the tails extending along the extrado^ up to the crown. The ihree- 
liooded serpent is the symbol of Par.svanatha. and the c<ive inav eouceivablv 
have been dedicated to him. The central spaces between the arches are relieved 
with flying Tidi/ddJ/aras bearing offerings, d’wo such figures ate •^howu in each 
intervening space, and above them in the three centr.d panel->p,icos is a frieze 
consisting of a series of stepped pyramids witli a half-blown hnns-flower between 
them. On either side of the frieze of pyrainid.s is a railing which, interrupted 
only by these friezes and the head.s of the arches, extends across the 
whole front and i.s continued along the si<le walls. The ])anel at the left end 
shows a Hying V id/jadhara snatching away a g.irluud tiom a trav borne on 
the head of a demonaic Yalsha with long, pointed ears. 'I’he coricspond- 
iug relief at the other end contains two V id ijndhn, •<(.-< Hving one behind the 
other. 

The side pilasters of the doorways are decorated with neat and delicate 
designs. They have vase forms at the ba.se and bell-shaped caihtals. both 
the vases and the bells being elaborately ornamented with lotus ]>atterns ; 
the bells being further relieved at the shoulders with vertical lilrs resembling 
dnialaJc ribs. Above the.se capitals are the n.sual animals in pairs. The decora- 
tion oir tire shafts difi'er.s with each pair. 

The verandah, which measures 27.1 ft. by 8.1 ft., is supported on three 
pillars of characteristic type. At the top the pillar.s ami also the ]rila.sters 
were provided with decorative brackets on fr'ont and back, the outer brackets 
lending a support to the short concave chJiajja pr-ojectirrg Ijevotrd the pillars. 
Oil tire brackets of the end pilasters are carved elephants and lotuses inside, 

and horsemen outside : while tho.se of the pillars are each ornamented with a 

Sfpiatting Yaksha on the outer faces, and two stniiding female Heures on the 
inner. The northern portion of tire ledge has been levelled and loriiis a .spacious 
courtyard in front of the cave. 

-Taking it altogether,” Fei-gu.s.son ol, serves. •• tlu- Atlanta is certainly one 

of the most interesting eaves of the group. Jt presents ,r nearly cranplete 
pictui'e of Buddhist symbolism of a vmy early age and is well wort’hv of more 
attention.” But, in i.oiut of fact, it i.s very difrieult to say to which religion 
the Auauta cave belonged. The .Sh7/v/u in the second comjiartmeut ajrja-ars” to 

l.c a ])art of tlic original design, and. as far as is known, the Sun-god was 

never assigned a })hu e ui honour in early Buddhist mytiiology. As '’for the 

symiiols on the back wall, they are as miieh .Taina as Huddlnst ; the ’ Hour- 
glass ' and the Nm.vb/ru also ajrjrearing in the Kharaveia inscription, whicli is 
certainly a Jaina ineniorial. 

in) Over the lintel of the left-hand d.mrway ,,f the verandah are 
traces of the Bnlhml iuscrii>tion of one lirie, and on the left jamb is a 
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small modem Nagari inscription of five lines. Tlie Brahmi inscription reads as 
follows : — 

Dohada samamnam lemm 

Translation. 

” The cave of the monks of Dohada.” 

(h) Good ; (/) Fergiissoii. Cave Temples ; 70-75 ; Fergnsson Ind. Arch.. II. 15-16 ; J. B. 
0. R. S., IV. 386 ; Dist. Gazet.. Piiii, 263; L. A. M. B., 488-92 ; C. S. E.. XIII, 80-82 ; E. I. 
XIII, 164-165 ; (A) 1759-61, 22.33-39. 

No. 109. — (a) The Tatva Gumpha or "Parrot Cave”. 

(b) On the Khandagiii Hill ; a few yards below, and to the north of. the Ananta cave ; 
(c) Government ; (d) la ; (e) About 1st century B. C. 

(/) The Tatva cave, so-called from the figures of some parrots carved at 
the sides of the arches, faces north and consists of a single cell which measures 
16 ft. 4 ins. to 18 ft. 2 ins. long, 7 ft. 6 ins. wide and 5 ft. 9 ins. high. It 
is entered through three doorways with ornamental side pilasters, tympana and 
arches. In front of the cell is a benched verandah, 18 ft. 2 ins. by 6 ft. 
8 ins., supported on two pillars of the usual ty])e. Tlie side pilasters have 
vase-shaped bases, reeded bell-capitals and cable neckings. The animals sculp- 
tured on the capitals of the pilasters are bulls, in the case of the right- 
hand doorway : lions under some trees, in the corre.sponding left-hand door- 
way ; and elephants — four instead of the usual two- on tho.se Hanking the 
central entrance. The arches and the tympana are all adorned with floral 
decorations, and the sjmces between the arches are filled in with a balus- 
trade-pattern below, and oblong waggon-shaped roofs crowned Avith pinnacles 
above. Near the top of the arch at the right end are carved two parrots to 
right and one to left ; the central arch has a parrot at the right side and a 
peacock at the left : and the left-hand one, two deer to right only. At the 
further end of the half-panel .space on the left apjiears a lion's head over the 
verandah shelf, and in the right hand one an elephant. The verandah pillar.s 
were all provided with biackets on both inner and outer faces. The inner 
brackets of the central pillars are relieved with human figures : the rest had floral 
decoration now much damaged. 

To Avest of this caA’e is a small open cave facing north-Avest. and a feAV 
feet loAver doAvn is a large cave also known as the Tatva or Parrot's cave. 

(i/) (i) On the. back wall of tlie cell is a mutilated Bnlhini inscription of 
six lines painted in red ])igmeut and comprising individual letters of the 
alphabet in characters Avliich may belong to the first century P.G. or first century 
A.D. 

1 nha 

2 na ta tha da dlia na 

3 na ta tha da dlia na sa sha sa 

4 na ta tha da dha na pa pha l>a hha ^^ha sa ha 

.5 ia tha sa sha na pa pha ba....sa sha sa ha 

tint 


6 . 
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(ii) On tlie outer iace ot the leit-liaml jiillar i>l the veraiul.ili i' enuiavtal 
an iuseriptiou in an unknown scri|it wliich kcar-^ a ■'tioiiu ie'eiii!il,ini e to the 
shell cliaracters.’’ 

(h) Good; ('/) FcTgusson. Iiid. ArcJi.. II. 17-lS; Di^t. (kuet, I’lii!. L’flo-Ul ; ('. .S. R.. 
XIII. S:)-8.3;E. I, XIII. 1G.5 :(/.) 22-30 ; :i2.71. 

No. 110. (''0 Tatva Ginii])!);! or '• I’ariot (’.ixc ’ II, 

(h) On the Khaiidagiri Hill, a few feet below Tatwi Xo. I. to noith : (< ) Guvenmient ; 
(f/) la ; (r) Probably first century B.C. 

(f) The second Tatvii Cave con.-^i.-^t^ ot a '-inole cell. It ft. s ins. Ry 7 leet,. 
with two doorwavs and a benched wnaiidali b leet wide in trout supported on 
one pillar. The pilasters flanking the doorway^ are ('|nite jdnin. but tlieir 
capitals are. as usual, carved with animal figure--. The arclu's ate relieved with 
lotus designs and flanked by a parrot carved on each side near tlie toj). The 
spaces between the arches are filled witli oblong arched rool> erowneil with 
pinnacles, above which rums a balustrade pattern along the whole of the tiont 
wall, interrupted only by the hcaid.s of the arches. The jnllai' sujipoiting the 
verandah roof has a bracket on the innei- face which i- decorated with floral 
carvings. At each end of the verandah is the mutilated figure of a guard. 

Adjoining tlie cave on the east i.s a small open cell 3 ft. 4 in^. square 
and o feet high. 

in) Cn the pier between tlie two doorways of the cell is a Bnlhmi inscrip- 
tion of one line, which i.s said to he the oldest inscription in the Khandagiri 
group of caves. It reads ; — 

P(l(lfninilll’a,s(( Kiisinnd.9(t lcija{)U) phi (') 

Traiislaiioii . 

•‘The cave C) ot Ku.suma, the .servant (or an inhabitant) ot ITidamulika 


(h) The cave is badly di.sfigured by a vertical crack in tiiu middle. (;) Penuis.'-on. Iiid. 
Arch,. II. 17-18 ; Dist. Gazet. Puri. 201 ; E. I.. XIII. 101. (/,) 2252. 22-53. 

-No. 111. (c/) Iciituli ( a\c . -so-<(dled lima a tauiariml tree (/c/da/) fua/wmer 

in front of it. 

(t) Oil tlie Kfiandagiri Hill to .south-we.st of a siuall open cave west ot Tatvi I ; (t) Govern- 
ment ; (iJ) Ila ; (e) Uncertain. 

if) 'Phe cell measures ID It. by (0. It. and has fwi. doorway, s, of wliieh the 
right hand one is partly blocked with sti/iies. The side pila.stors of the door- 
wavs have plain vases carve.l at the ha.se, and ribbed .shafts, surmounted by 
the usual animal figure.^ (lions on the right hand ones and eroueldnu elephant's 
on tlie left). The tympana, arches, etc., are not carved, and the cave has an 
unfinished upi/earanee. Tlie door jambs slope inward comsiderahly. The verandah 
in trout meaMires lit It. by (i ft. ami i.s supported on one pilhir, .d' which 
the inner hraeket is carved with a female figure, ami the outer one uitl, a 
spirited elejdiaiit. 

(y) Xoiie, The cave appeaiv never to have beeutinbhed. (/») Good ; (y) i)bt. Gazet 
Puri, 201 ; L. A. M. B., 5U2 : (/) 2248 224'.). ' ’’ 
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No. 112 .-(«) The Khaiidagiri or '' Broken Hill” Cave; so-called from the 
cracks in its two storeys. 

{h) On the Khaiidagiri Hill, to the south-west of Teiituli Cave (Ko. Ill); (c) Government; 

(d) Ila ; (e) Uncertain. 

(/) This two storeyed caA’e is the lii’st to lie reached by the flight of steps 

from the public road. The 
chamber in the lower 
storey is 16 ft. 8 ins. wide 
and 6 ft. 2 inches high ; 
that in the upper storey 
8 ft. 10 inches long, 7 ft. 
wide and 4 ft. 10 inches 
high. To right or north- 
west of these chambers 
there is a small dilapi- 
dated cell in the lower 
storey, and a slightly larger 
one in the njiper ; the 
latter with a small window 
in the west wall and a 
colour drawing of the god Jagannrith on the back wall. 

((j) None. (//) good, (j) C. S. K.. XllI, 8:1; Gazet., Puri, 261. {k) 2247. 

No. 113 . (h) 'J’lie Dhyanagliar. or Shell Cave. 

(?;) To south of Khandagiri cave ; on the Khaiidagiri hill ; (c) Government ; (r7) Ila ; 

(e) Uncertain : jirobably .Mediaval. 

(/) Originally consisting of a loom, 17 ft. 2 ins. to 19 ft. 6 ins. by 7 ft. with 
throe doors and a vorandali in tioiit on two pillars (17 ft. by 7 ft.), the cave has 

been converted into a 
large open coll through 
the fall of the front 
wall and the verandah 
pillars. A fragment of 
the front wall is still 
extant on the right side, 
(.'/) (i) left-hand 

wall of the verandah 
are engraved some seven 
letters of an in.scriiition 
in shell cliaracter.s. It 
is on account of this 
insci'ijition that the cave 
il is sometimes called the 
■■ Shell " cave— the local 
name being Dliyan.ighar 
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or '-the IfdUse of .Aleditatioii." (ii) On the ti.ick or wall, imw I.Ku k wn li 

soot, are some odd letter.-^ of an m.'^criptinn. 

(//) Good. {/) C. 8. E.. XIII. N3-84 : Gazot.. ruri, 201, i/,) 2210. 

No. 114. — (a) Tlie Xavanuini Gave; called Item the fmiiie- nf .'■oiiie 

Jaina saint.^ carved on tlie wall" ot the cell. 

(/.) On the Kliaiulaghi hill ; mutli of flic She 11 Gave (Xo. 1 1 I ) Govciiimeut : (d) 

la ; (e) Uncertain. Init proGakly 1\I cilia? val. 

(f) The X’avuiuiini or "tlie ka^■e ol the Nine Saint" . miLinialli c(in,"i"tecl 
of two clianilier.s with a cunnnon vinandali. Inil the iiont and jiaitition wall" 



Eio. — l!(i(k-i lit iniaec" hi'iilc tlie Xavainiitii Cave, central iioitiiin. Kliamlai'iii. 

having fallen, it appears as an open cave at present, ahout 30 ft. long hy 
Id feet wide, d'lie veriiiuhtli was suitjiorted on two pillars, whicli have also 
fallen away, and they have been replaced by new ones. The wtdls of the right- 
hand room tire relieved with the figures of ten Ththdithama about 1 ft. high 
seated in niches with SfisaiKi-dcns below them, Parsviuiatha. who is easily 

lecognised by his serpent-hoods, occiir.s twdee among them : Imt in one instance 
Las a flower as his symbol, and in the other a j;ir. Seven of these saints, 
with Sasr()ia-'Jcr7s below them, are carved on the back wall. Beginning from 
left, the .symbols of these seven saints are as follows ; bull, elejihant. horse, 
inonlcey, hull again, dower and lotus : and tlio.se of their consorts ai'c ; bird, 
elephant, flowin'. (?) monkey. ])eaeock. flower again, and lion. "I'l? left of the 
row ot tennde figure" is a seated image of Ganesa with Ids l'd/m>n/. the rat 
on tlie jiedestal. On the right liaml wall, on a lewd rvith tlie lower row 
are cnirvcd two Thihd'nkdi'ds. (_)nc of them is probabh' Paiswiiiatha, with .seven 
serpent-hoods and a jar as the symbols, and with a short XTigarT inscription 
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below him containing the name of one Sri Yakiravi. The other figure has a 
bull on its pedestal and probably represents Adinatha. These figures, together 
with Ganesa and a small figure on the left-hand wall now worshipped as 
1 ais\ aiuitha, aie apjiarently later than the two rows of seven figures on the 
back wall. On the pedestal of the small figure on the left wall is carved a 
crescent and a (?) flower. 

(,'/) tlie inner face of the central architrave of the verandah is an 

inscription of three lines in XagarT script of about the 10th century A.D., 
which reads as follows 

1. Oih Sn}iia(l-UcJi/dfal'(~i<((ii(Ieatsi/a pi(ii'ard(IJia»)d)ie vijcuja-rdjije sanivat 18 

2 . Sn-Ai ija-t;a)ii(/hn-])jattva(Jdlia-GraJia-ltila-vi)iir(ifjata-de«7(/a)j-dcJidnja-sn- 

Kulac/tcnidra- 

3. hLattrlidl'a-si/a tasija sishpa-Giihlia-clKOidtasija 

Tidiislafioii. 

■■ The year IS of the increasing and victorious reign of the illustrious U 
(d)dyotakesari-l)eva. (The work id) tSubhacliandra, the disciple of the lord, 
tlie illustrious acharya Kulachandru. (who) belonged to the Graha Kula. of 
the illustrious Ari/a congregation (and belonged to) the d('s7(pn)(i." Dr. Thomas 
translates the latter portion of the inscription as ” acharya of the Desi gniia 
derived from the tbaha K'da belonging to the illustrious Arva mditjlxi." 

(ii-iii) (.)n the broken wall are two short inscriptions which read as follows : — 

(ii) Sidd/iarx Clihdti'n. I.e.. "the .student Siidhara." 

(iii) 1. Oih Sr7-d(/idi'//a-K>/l<(cli(itidi'(isi/(( tasija. 

2 . .s ish ija-Kli(dl(i-^(ililiach(i'iid ids ya . 

3. Clihdti'd l ye. 

T idiisldiioii. 

■■ (The work of) Vijo (X'idya or \'idya). tlie pupil of Khalla Subhachandra, 
(who wa-.) the disciple of the illustrious Acharya Kulacliandra.” 

(iv) Below the ser]ieiit-eauo])ied figure on the right hand wall, is a short 
Xagari inscription recording the name of one 8ri takiravi. 

[h) Good. (/) C. 8. E.. Xllt. 81-S5 ; Di.^t. Gazet.. Euri : 261; L. A. M. B.. 462 (under 
Hatghara) ; E. I.. XIII Id.Vdd ; (/■) 1!'10-1!)42, 2210. 

No. 115. (e) B.aral)huif or "Twelve-armed" cave. 

(h) On the Khandagiii hill, south of the Xavamuni cave (Xo. Ill): (c) Government: (rf) 
la ■ (e) Gncertain, hut ])roliahly .Medin-yal. 

( f) The B.aiabhuji cave, .so-calleil Irom two figures id a twelve-aniK'd female 
deit\' carxed on the side \\;dls of thi‘ verainlah. consisted of a loiiir chamber, 

22 ft. 7 ins. by 7 ft. 4 ins., with a verandah in front I!) ft. 4 ins. bv 7ft. 
The cell was (Mitered through thret' doorways, but the rock wall containiug 
thiMu having talhui away, the root is now supiiorted on two mod(M-ii |ullars. 
The verandah was also supporti'd originally on twaj pillars, but these have dis- 
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a|)])e;iie(l and are now replaeed l)y new one'; Iniilt lieneatli tlie leiiiainiML; to]> 
portion of the old ones. (dn tlio walls ol the cell .we e,ir\e(l m ineiliinii 

relief a large iinde fieure nl IMi wa nat li.i 't, Hid- 

ing on a lotus, as well as 24 seated 'il ilh<i idoi 
or Jaina saints with the ,sV7.sY///a-ah /-tx iielow tlit'in. 
'I'lie figure of ]’ar.s\'anat lia is caiAcd on the haelv 
or west wall, and is canopii'd !i\' a se\'eii-liooded 
serpent. Tlie saints and their ilrrls are shown 

with their diffei-ent sX'iiihols. and aie all nearl\' 

of the same size, namely. 8 to lo iin lies in 

heiglit. lint the figure ot l*ai svaiirith is 2 leet 
7i iiiehe.s high, a eiriaiinstaiiei' sueue'tine Ids 

having lieen the saint held in most honour at 
Khandagiri. The figures ,,f the 24 j7///a//i/,v/;'o.s 

have lieen dist rilnited over ,ill tlie three walls 

of tlie cell. Fivi' of tlieni are car\'ed on the 

left wall, .seventeen on the hack or west wall, 

and two on the riglit-liand one. llelow the iieure 
Fia, t.'ir. — Baiatjiiiiii iiiKUlf iii'iiii* of each saint is that of his dlaiiv of 

1 1ll' I ,iM'. KliaiuliiLin I. 1. I t’ 1 i -I' 

the female tninres liave e.vtra arms raiiaiiie' irom 
four to twelve. I.he figures are very iinieh damaged : and ceitaiii jiortions 
of some of them do not appear to have been completeil. An e.vtra figure ot 

a standing ivorshijijier occurs on the right wall. ffeginning from tlie hdt. the 
.synifiols of the chief figures are ; -- 

(Ipper row) : 1. Inill : 2, 8, liroken ; 4. dog : o, (f) crocodile ; (i, lotus; 7-lOj 

uncertain; 11, lioar : 12. buffalo; 13, boar; 14, uncertain animal; lo, {{) 

Aajra ; Ih. buck ; 17. go, it ; 18, (f) half fish ; Iff, jar ; 2(», tortoise ; 21, lotus-bud ; 
22, (f) Yajra on lotus ; 23. (f) Xagi ; 24, lion. 

(Lower row) ; 1, crowned winged figure { f monkey or Idrcl) ; 2,3, 4, lirokcn ; 
o. fish ; (I. duck ; 7, peacock; 8, lion : !), bull ; 10 and 11, broken ; 12 and 13, 
bird; 14, horse; 1.5, .in animal, unidentified; 1(1, lihga ; 17, ( f) buffalo; IS, 
boar ; lU, deer ; 20, this goddess is sleeping on her right side and is attended 
by three females, one of whom is fanning her ; (symbol, a jar) ; 21, three-faced 
goddc'S. (symbol, a bird) ; 22, lion ; 23, linga ; 24, elephant. 

From their style and technirpie these figures are ascribable to the Late 
Media'V.d period. 

(gj None; (/-) Gooil ; (/) C. 8. L.. Xlll, 8.5-88 : Di't. Gazet., ruii, gijg ; L. A. 31. B., 41ig (under 
Satghnrn) ; (/.) 4311, 421.5. 

No. 116. (a) The 'r ri.'sfda or Ilammi.'iti e.iw'. 

|5) 1,1 '.iiith ot til,. B;lralilui]I (Xo. 1J.5). on the Kliaiidagiii fiill ; (,) Goveninicnr ; ((/) 
la : (i) I’nili.ihly .tfcdl.cva]. 

(/) I he hi.'fila cave, so-called from a rude caiviiig of a /ii.sa/a oil the left 
wall of the ver.ind.di, cousixted oi a single ehamher with three doorways. '1 he 
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piers between the doorways have disappeared, and the roof is now snpjiorted 
on two new pillars. The verandah is 21 ft. long and 7 ft. wide. It was carried 
on two pillars, hnt the original ones have broken away and are replaced by 
new ones. The room is 22 feet 4 inches long by 7 feet 4 inches wide and 
8 feet high, and is nnitjiie in containing a bench inside — apjiarently a later 
feature. Above the bench is carved on the wall a series of 24 Tl rthanharas, 

ending with 31ahavlra. and including a standing figure of Pansvanatha under 

the seven hoods of a snake. In this group, Prirsvamitha, instead of being 
placed before IMahavha as the 23rd saint in the series, is given the position 

of honour approximately in the centre of the back wall. Besides these figures, 
three detached chlorite images of Adinatha. beautifully carved, are set up on 
the bench in front of the back wall. They are, perhaps, among the best of 

the 3Iediieval figures to be seen at Khandagiri. They measure resjiectively 
19 ins. by 10 ins., 20 ins. by 11 ins., and 24 ins. by 12 ins. and were originally 
kept in the Barabhuji cave whence they were removed to the Patna Museum, but 
were subseipiently returned to Khandagiri and placed in the Hanuman cave. A 
brief description of the P/rZ/noiA; //ns carved in this cave i.s given below. It may, 
however, be remarked that all standing figures in this group are shown naked ; 
all figures whether seated or standing are Hanked by two or more attendants ; 
the svmbols are flanked by vases, one on either side ; and the pedestals liave 
lions rampant at the corners : — 

(1) (Standing figuie of Rishal/hadcva (ht. 3 ft. 4 ins.), with bull on pedestal. 

llailand-bearing (jandhaivai- above, and natpn and other attendants 
and worshipjiers at the sides. 

(2) Standing flgure of Ajitanatha. Moon and cre.scent at the top, and 

elephant on jiedestal. 

(3) Sainlihavanatha in meditation, seated on a full-blown lotus with the 

palm of the right hand placed over that of the left. House on 
pedestal. 

(4) Similar /I/////7///-figure of Abhinaiidana, The symbol is a monkey. 

(.5) Seated figure of Sumatinatha. (loose on ])edestal. 

((j) H////d// 7-figure of Padma-Prabhu. Lotus symbol. 

(7) /t/////7//7-fi2ure of Supaisvaiiatlia. (hi the jiedestal is a ^vushhCi with 

its arms turned to left instead of the usual turn to right. 

(8) /t/////7// /-figure of ( handrapra bliu. ('re.'~cent and moon on pedestal- 

(9) Similar seated figure with jieacock .symbol. I nidentifiable. 

(10) Standiiiii fiiHire of a Tnihaithti'if with (1) ^ ajra symbcil. 

(]]) Similar seated figure, with seven-headed serjient hood: plant on 
pedestal. I’ar.svanatha or Xeminatha. 

(12) Standing figure, with butt’alo as symlxil. 

(]3) Similar standing figure. (!) Hoar on pialesfal ; head of boar broken. 

(14) ZZ/////7/'7-fi<iin'e ol Siividhinat ha (9th Th'/l/aiikdra). Crocodile symluil. 

(I.')) /)liii(hr-t\puv. Ihiknown. (?) Aajra .symbol. 

(Iti) /t/////7//7-fiunre of Santinatha (Kith Thf/idt'ildid). J )eer sviufafl. 

(IT) /t/(//f7//7-fiuure ol Knnthuuatha (1 7th Thllidiihtid] : symbol (probably) goat. 

2 p 2 
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(18) Unknown. Fish on ])e(h-'tiil. 

(19) Dlujcun-^^wvt' of iMallinatliii. (i) A'a.-^e on jjedc'-t.il. 

(20) Zl////(7/o -figure of i\Ianinatlia. Plant as syinhol, 

(21) Dliijuiil-figwic of (Muni.suvrata (20th Th'lltn iibirfi). 'I'nrtoi^e as ^vlulJol. 

(22) Dh i)fh J-fignre of Xeininatha (22nd Th-tJidiihnd). SvinOol. coiich-shell 

flanked by peacocks. 

(23) Standing figure of Sreyaiiisanatha (11th ThiJoinhtra). Kliinoceros on 

pedestal. 

(24) Standing figure of i\Jahaviia (ht. 3 ft. 3 ins.). Lion svndiol. 

In front of this cave, as also of the BaraldiujT. a narrow c////n/)o lias 
been added in extension (»f the old one and is supporteil on tJirec niasoiny 
2 iillar.s. ( )]i the rock flanking the ilght-hand jiila-^tei' ot tlie verandali is caiA'ed 
a figure of Hauumau. the long-tailed monkey-god,, and a small slied lias been 
built over it. 1 he cave is sometimes called the llanumiln cave liom the exist- 
ence of this image. The Tri.sfda and the BarabhujT caves are borlt jU'ovided 
in front with a iimdern stone jilatform. 

A .small modern .shrine .stands in front of the BarablmjT cavm and a huger 
one on the to]) of the Hrisula. Xeither shrine contaims anv imaces. 

(//) None • (//) (iocd; (/i C. S. R., XIIl. ,s8-9o ; Dist. Razet., Puri. L’Og ; L. A. M. B., 492 
(described under SatL'liara) ; (4) 2241-43. 


No. 117. —(o) Three Jaina figures. 

(4) On tlie Khatidagiri Hill, about 20 cards to south of the Trifala or Hanumrm Cave (No. 
119); ic) Government: (4) la; (r) About tlie 8th-9tli century A. I). 

if) A h‘\\ .stejis to south ol the I ilsula cave <ue tlie remains of an ojien cave, 
now concealed bv the jungle growing in front of it : and a few vards further 

smith are the tracics of 
another cave, of wliich 
tile root and sides liave 
all eiillapsed. 4'lie rock 
at the bark'. lio\v(“\'i‘!’, 
Still stands intact, and 
on its smoothed sur- 
face are carved three 
large figures in high 
relict at a lieiglit of 
at least 21) )eet above 
tln‘ le\'el ol tlie loot- 
patli. Til, It there was 
a ca\'c hole origin, illy 
is indicated b\- the 
smoothed .surface of 
the rock', ami the 
remains ol a partition 



En;. l.'i.'i. 


— Tiiiriii iiii.iL'L-- « 'll lu lock nciii tlic l..il.'iii.iiilu 
K' -s.iri < avc, K liamlagiri. 


V’,dl. The 


ngure.s hue east and are portrayed standing. The first figure on 
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the right is that of a woman whose right hand is held by a child standing 
on the pedestal beneath. Below the woniants feet is carved a lion. The 
other two tigures are nude, and probably repre.senfc Pdshabhadeva, the first 
Jaina ThiJiafilrtra. whose LfutcMiana, the bull, is carved on the pedestal. 
On either side of the saint's figures are a number of attendants. 

(g) Xone ; (Ji) The figure.s are well f)re,sei'ved. though exposed to the action of the weather ; 
{]) Dist. Gazet.. riui. 2G3 : Mr. Garret's official note dated May 1902, to Commissioner of Cut- 
tack. p. 8 ; {k) 2210. 

No. 118. — (fl) Lalatendu Kesaii or Singh Raja Cave. 

(b) On the Khandagiri Hill: (c) Government; (d) Ila ; (e) Uncertain; but probably Medi- 
seval. 

ij) The Laliitendu Kesari or Singh Rajti Cave is situated a few yards 

to south of the rock bearing the three Jaina figures, and some fifty yards 

south-west of the Goverimient bungalow at the foot of the hill. It was probably 
two .storeys in height. The upper storey of the cave ap 2 )arently consisted of 
two chambers with a common verandah ; Init the front and partition walls 
of the rooms and the whole of the verandah with its roof and jiillars have 

fallen away. The end julasters of the verandah, which have survived, are of 

the common type seen in these hills. The left and back walls of the upiier 
storev ai’e carved with eight nude figures of Jaina Thihanhtras standing in 

niches in their characteristic attitude of ab.sor])tion. Five of these (first, third, 
fifth, si.xtli. and eighth from left) ai’e canopied by seven-hooded sei'pents, rhe 
coils of the snakes also appearing behind the figures. These ju'obahly represent 
I’ar.svanatlia. in all. there are nine niches : but the third from the right is 

empty. The lower storev of the cave was cleaned of rubbish at the instance 
of Jli'. Ganet. Collector of Puri Di.strict. in 1902. when the plan of a curious 

sti'Uctui'e was disclosed I'ontaining tw(» ininiatiire I'ooms with sluice gates, a 
circular cave of .still smaller size with a doorway, and a rectangular tank in 

front of them, to south. An inscribed stone slab of curious shajie was also 
discovered bi' Jlr. Garret near the circular cave on the giound floor ; but 

it is not known what became of it. Tin* cliamhers are too small lor human 

occupation, being oiilv 2 ft. sipiare and the walls not more than IS ins. in height- 
Possilih' soiiu' .scul])tured figures were set u]» here in later times : or it may 

he that the excavation with its (liminutive sliiici' gates on two sides was intend- 
ed as a source of water siijiplv lor the occupants of the cave, though the 

e.xisteuee ot aiiotlu'r large tank in the vicinity rather discounts this jitissibility. 

{(/) Above the third niche from the right, which is without any figure, 
is a .Media'\al iiiscrijition in coi-ru[)t Saiiskiit. It is now badly damaged, and 
riauls as lidlows : 

1. Oiii rt-] /yu//u-/v7y//u-.'>unuv// b 

2. Sn- K int/dra jKi rrro/d Slliilur jinnui rdjii ginnKt Ixanu 
iiihiutidt lasiidiKt llKUir cIkiI ni'i'ui.dit i Cidh<i(ih) i'liu 

4. ■''Ihnpild {kd)lr Jl<i{n)-dj>(i JdsdiKiudika 

6. Kku {') (Id {') ti {/) (hdt/id (') Sn Pdrd'<i/add/lid.'~iid Kdi diiitdlxli/ia/i 
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T ransUilidii . 

"Ill tlie rear 3 cf tlie victnrious ol i[lii>ti iou-^ L'llyntaki'-^.iil ( ( ’il\nt lia- 

kesari). on the illustrious Kuinara mountain, decayeil rank'' uml (lacayt'd taiii|il(‘^ 
were caused to shine (and) at that j)lace the iinaye', (d the twentydmir Thihaii- 

Ayotcs were set up. At the time ol the deilication da-'anadi 

in the place ((Temple) of the illustriou.s Para''yanatha ( Ihlr.si'auat Im)." (Ikineiji. 
E. I., XIII.) IVe learn from line 2 that the ancient name at Kliandaniri i> 
Kuniara 2 )arvvata. The Ilathigumiilia inserijition of Kluaravela mentions Knuiarl- 
^larvvata as the ancient name of Udayagiii. The twin hills .s(>,'ia to have 
been known as the Kumara-Kumari pairata up to the tenth or eleventh eeiiturv 
A.I). 

(/') Good; (/) 3Ir. GairetT note. pp. S-'.» : Di>r. Gazetteer. Puri ; (/) yy, photos. 

No. 119. («) The Aka.sagaiiga dank. 

(h) On a higher ledge of the Khaiidagiri Hill, just ahove the hrokeii cave near the •'siinrh 
Raja Cave, to south ; (>■) Government ; [<!) Ill ; (e) Uncertain, but piobably eailv. 

if) The Akasagaiiga is a rc'ctangular t.iidc e.veavatcil in the .solid tuck and 
measuring 2(3 ft. by 17 ft. and about 1.5 f<‘et deep, with two flights of .steps 
along the north and west walls, d’he stejis are five to seven leet wide. The tank 
is said to be fed by a natural sjnlug at the bottom. The watei- nevei' 
dries uj), hut it is not used for drinking ])ur 2 »oses. 

(i) L. A. 51. B., ■5(»2-0f ; Dist. Gazet.. Puii. 2ii2 ; (/) .\ //. 

No. 120. — (a) Gu[)ta Gaiign Tank. 

(h) On the western face of the Khaiidagiri hill ; {(■) Goveinment ; (d) 111 ; (e) Prohablv 
contempoianeou.s vith the caves on the hill. 

(/) The western lace <d the hill eoutaiiis thiee open eaves without door- 
ways. Adjoining them on the sontli side is a long natural cavei-n called (dipita 
Uaiiga resemliling a tunnel with a vaulted root, d'he lar end of it. whiidi is 
about 50 feet from the month, is generally fille<l with water during tire 
rains. 

in) None: (//) Fair: (,/) L. A. 51. B.. .5ol ; Dist. Gazet.. Puri. 2G2-G;3 : (/■) X;i. 

No, 121.- (o) Kadha Knnd (Tank). 

(/p .Some .7(1 yards iurther south ot the .Singh Krijh Cave (Xo. ilS);),) Government; (d) 
III ; (c) Unceitain. but ju'obably eariv. 

(/) The Hadhn Ktiticl is situated .some 50 yards further south of the 
Singh 11,1)5 Cave in the south-ea.st corner of the Xihigiri peak, which lies 
.south-west ot Khanckigiii and is .separated Iroin it l.y a low jungh.-gn.wn valley. 
I he name Xilagiri. hmcevei. is not generally known now-a-days. and the monu- 
ments on it aie spoken of as situated on the KhaiKlagiri Hill. The Kund is a 
pool ot greeuisli watei which dries up in the summer aud is generally very 
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dirty. It iiiea.sure.s 23 ft. by 15 ft. Steps are jrrovided on tlie east side. The 
west side rises sheer and is very high, the tank being excavated at the foot 
of the Kliandagiri hill. 

At the south-west angle of the tank are the remains of a broken cave of 
two chambers. 

{(j) None ; {It) The tank is in good condition : (j) Di.st. Gazet., Puri, 264 ; C. S. E., XIII, 
90 ; (/.) Ad. 


No. 122. — [a) 8yama Kund (Tank). 

(h) Near the sonth-west angle of the Eadha Kund (No. 121) a flight of steps leads up to the 
barren top of the southern ledge of the Khandagiri hill, and thence down to Syama Kund, a 
distance of some eighty yards ; (c) Government ; (<7) III ; (c) Probably early. 

(/) The Syama Kund is a natural dome-shaped cavern, with a depression 
in the centre of the Hour about 8i feet deep and 15 feet in diameter. It has 
onlv one small entrance on the south. 3 feet high and 1 ft. 7 ins. wide, in 
front of which a shallow masonry porch has been erected in modern times. 

Al)out a hundred feet to south-east of the Syama Kund is an open cave 
facing south, the roof of which is sujiported on a new masonry pier in front. 

'L’he Gazetteer mentions another open cave beyond the Syama Kund on 
the south side of the hill. It is doM-ribed as facing west and approached by 
a flight of steps cut in the rock. Its position could not be located, however ; 
though it is ])ossihlo that the cave may be concealed in the dense jungle 
near by. 

((/) None ; (h) Good : (j) Dist. Gazet.. Puri, 264 ; C. S. E. XIII. 90 : (k) Ad. 

Konarak. 

No. 123.— (u) The Sun Temple or Black Pagoda of Konarak is locally 
known as the Deul. 

(b) About 21 miles north-east of Puri and 42 miles south-east of Bhiivanesvara ; (c) 

Government; (d) la; (<) Probably Il-I2t]i century A.D. 

( /’) The temple, the pre-eminent features of which are its colossal propor- 
tions and its elaborate ornamentation, is situated in the middle of a large 
cum])onnd measuring 8.57 It. east to wi'st by .540 ft. north to south and en- 
closed bv a massive wall 5 ft. 4 ins. thick and about 8 ft. high. The only 
entrance to the enclosui'c is on the east side. The gateway is built of laterite, 
and the wall on either side of it is said to have originally been battleniented 
tui' a short distance. 

'File temjile consists of a main tower and a porch, with a iidtUKiinJir 
.or dancing hall in front of the latter. 'I'he JikiihoIkih and the temple iiklKtra 
stand on a common jilinth, and were fashioned to rejuesent the 24-wheeled 
chariot of the >Sun God drawn by seven horses, tour on the right and three 
on the h'ft of the long tiight of stejis approaching tlu' main eastern entrance 
ot the A narrow margin of paving surrounds the tem]fle at ground 


l i'.'. Jkiuu.la s. W.. K„nr,Mk. 

tiitivc of rilo cliasc. | he wltcols and Iioim'> of ,1' I 

, I - I , , I ' t. oi riic ,S||1| (,nd > ( li;in(,t io,t oi 
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. 0 -,; t,. i...:, 
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>■<■|>'■'■-■>,tll,p particular .sceues ..eli as (M th " 
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The fiftli or topmost band of carvings on the plinth consists of three 
fascia' decorated with animal figures and a honey-comb pattern. The vheels, 



lT(i. l.IT. — Rliuk I’aixoda, caivin^s <in tlu> plintli. 

of the chariot-temple are 9 ft. 9 ins. in diameter, with 8 wide and 8 narrotv 
spokes in each. Only a few of the wheels are now intact. The horses are all 
4 ft. 9 ins. high and have elaborately ornamented harness. They are built up 
of a nuinl)er of small dre.s.sed stones and not carved out of large blocks. 
The plinth was ascended by means of three separate flights of steps, now 
ruined, one opposite each of the three entrances of the porch. Including the 
side walls, which were aliout 7 to 9 feet in thickness, the steps variously 
measure from 38 to 47 teet at the l)ase. 

The superstructure of the shrine, consisting of the porch, the main tower, 
and the three small temples grouped around if, is erected on a common plat- 
form or stylobate 2 ft. 3 ins. high ; a margin of from 8 to 12 feet wide being 
left to form a berm around the whole group. 

The JafiHiohetH or Porch, 'bhe janinohuH is a stpiare of 94 feet, built 
in the j)ahch(trafhl stvle. with double projections in the walls ; but the pro- 

jections are so slight that the structure has all the appearance of a stpiare. 
The walls, so far as their decoration is concerned, may be divided horizontally 
into five divisions. The lowe.st one is formed of mouldings (8 ft. 9 ins. high), 
which, however, are not carried all along the walls, appearing only at 
intervals at the corners and between the different jtilaster -features. Above 
this moulding are two rows of jianels or niches se2)arated by a moulding of 
five bands. 'I'he lower niches cotitain grillins and human-headed or elephant- 
headed lions - some of them with rider.s — .standing upon crouching elephants 
or demons ; the upper ones contain life-size human couples, which but for their 
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ob.scenirv would have done credit to tlie sculptor's art. 'I'lic or toj)inost. 

portion of the walls of the jdiinmjiun is carved witli a tiioiddinu ol ten 

tnemher.s. riiieh' oriiaiiieiited. I Ins ami 
the central iiiouldinu .ire c.iiriei! uiiiuler- 
ruptedlv all .doii!.; the walK. following 
each recess and corner. I he lowest 

iiionldiiip; .'ind the two jows o| panels 
containing- otithns and olisceiie tiom-ics 
are I'ejilaced on the side piojections 
(knii<ik(i-iU\d diKijJI/ii-iiiiiid.s) I)\- small 
represent iit ions ot temples tlank’ed hy 
two poK'uonal ](illars on each siih'. Of 
the.se pillars the outer ones are moulded 
,it the base ami top ami adorned with 
scroll work ; the innej- ones luivt* double 
rows ol obscene (ijjinres abo\-e ami emy'-v 
below. 

A distincti\'e leature ol this tmipile, 
irchitectiirally. is the desiyii oj the 
loot wliich is jiyraniidal 
in shaix' e.xternally ami is constructed 
on the coi'iiel ]>i-inciple. The ormi- 

ITfi. l.tS. — ItliK k l’a‘.;o(la. ill-tail Ilf . . 

io.it, Kiiiiarak. mentation outside taltes the rorin 

of throe tiers of strine-cornices. tlu* lower two contiiininji si.x lows Ciich ;ind 
the u[)per one fi\'e. The coruict's ol the lower tiers are cttiwed with inirrow 
Iriezes of tdepluints. Iiorst's, etc. d he second tier ot cornices comimuices ;it 

a height td' 7 ft. 4 ins. from the top of tin* first, the ])prpemlicnhir space 
between being rtdiet'ed with decor;itiv(“ |)ihist(Ms ;iml niches containing figure.s 
of fenuile niusicitiiis : while life-size female figures in the round sttind on tlie 
jtrojecting cornices. pla\'ing on drums and other musical instruments. At this 

level, (A'er each of the three dooi-ways id tiu‘ ym/mo/me. there are what, 

have been described by .Mr. Ijishun iSwarup as two dancing figures of .diva 

with lour heads. The space between this and t h<‘ third set oi cojiiice.s 

also Contains figures ot female minstrels similar to those described above, 
d'he third set is without bas-rerud along the edges id the cornices. U\'er 
tile top set ot cornices, which terminates the slojiiiig side of tlu' roof, is set 
the hea\v .7/7, ,i plain circular membm-, with its bck'i or neck, sujpiorted 

on eight large lions, linkinir this heavy circular feature with th(“ sipiare form 
of the [lyramidal loof below. Abo\'e the sn is a graceful bell-sha))ed khdjdnl 
ornamented with lotais jietals. .\boV(“ this again comes the ddidla, a flat 

circular fluted member with its brki and plain k/dipdri sujijiortml on the 

slioiilders of sipiatting Yukshd figures. The kdl((.<d of the jaijtiioktui is mis- 
sing, but a small rod of iron which held it in po.sition is still visible. 

The pore h had four doorways, one in the middle ol each side. The southern 
and western entrances are now- blocked up, and the nortfierii is badly datnaged ; 
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the eastern is the only one in fair preservation. Tlie frames of all these 

doorways were of chlorite,, elaborately ornamented with conventional 
distributed in seven vertical bands. The chaste design and exc|uisite finish 

of the 2nd band, which portrays two twining serpents terminating in female 
busts at the base and to]! is particularly noteworthy ; as also is the 
vine creeper in the 4th band, in the loops of which cherubs are at lilay. 

The decoration of the lintel is divided into seven bands, with a raised panel 

containing figures in bas-relief in the middle of each. The lowest panel 

contains a figure of Lahilnn't over whom two elephants are pouring water ; the 
others each depict a Raja in the centre attended by his ministers and servants. 

The width of the actual opening was only 6 ft. 10 ins., but the total width of 
the door was 1.3 ft. 10 ins. including the chlorite frame. On either side of the door 
projected pilasters, now fallen, ivhich supported a huge architrave of chlorite 
stone on two solid iron beams measuring 22 ft. 10 ins. in length and 9 ins. to 
lOl, ins. square.^ The face of this architrave was carved with figures of the nine 
planets (Xavagraltas). In front of each of the flanking pilasters was a polygonal 
pillar about 0 ft. 8 ins. by o ft. 8 ins. at the ba.se ; but a portion only of one of these 
pillars (on the north) now remains in sit a. Of the Xavagraha stone archi- 
traves onlv one- that from the eastern doorway — is now extant. It is placed 
in the sculpture-shed east of the jagmohan and has become a regular object 

of worsh.'p. Originally the stone measured 20 ft. by 4 ft. and 3 ft. 9 ins. thick ; 
but in Older to lighten it with a view to its removal to Calcutta (a project subse- 
cpientlv abandoned) it was cut Icmgitudinally into two. so that tlie present 
thickness is only about 2 feet. The carving on the face consists of nine figures, 
each seated in a trefoil niche supported on stunted pilasters. The figures are 
richly mnamented, wear high pointed crowns, and arc seated cross-legged on 
lotuses. The first figure beginning from the left is that of Ravi, or the Bun, 
holding a lotus in cadi hand : the .second is that of or the iMoon. hold- 

ino- a vase in the left liand and a rosary in the right : the third figure is 

Mangatu (-Mars), the fourtli liadha (.Mcicury). the fifth Rvi/iaspati (Jupiter), 

the sLxth Sul'ni (Venus), and the seventh Sani (Baturn). All the figures are 
similar in form, features, ornaments, etc., except that of Jupiter, who. as priest 
of gods and .sages, is depicted with a long flowing beard. The eighth figure is 
that of Rd/ia. or the ascending node, wlio is lielieved to have been produced 
bv one human liody being divided into two. the upper half forming Iblhu 

and the lower Italf the descending node. He is the op])ressor of the Bun and 


‘ A numbci nf the inm hcam> ouiiiiialh iiM-d in tin- Iniililin.L's .if K.maiak aia now lyin.L' to Miiitli of 
till' (beat Tciii|ilc. 1'lic\ arc all miIi.I and vci\ laan.v. Mime of tlii-ni liciin: ..vcr .I toiw in wciydit and mcasiinnc 
as mui li as :i.-| ft. Ioiil' anil S to UC, im hi- M)n:nc in section. -Mr. M. H. Aiiiott. .Sii]iciintcndini; En-incer 
of the I’. \V. Ilcpt.. coiisidcicd that these heaiits Mete iiiaile by iionriiea tiiolteii iioti over fa-yots of the 
same metal. Hut this appeam to be iiiipiobable. for the non i^ not east lion and the pioeess of mcltin- non 
was not k.iimii at that time (llth eentiiiy .A.D.). .\ more leasonable explanation ..eeni... to be that -iveti 
bv I’.ai Bahailiii Hi4iun ,S« ai up m his ■Kniwi.il.n- (p. .Wti. ".Sinall length.s of ii.-i bais. " lie saw. 'uith 
section 2 ins. to .’{ ins. ...qiiate nere heated and -nelded together. Thi-bc 'Here put Ro as to break joint. H\ addine 
piece after piece a bin beam was i.ri-pared and, heatinfi the wliole tliiiiL', the .stirfaee was beaten .sniootli. The 
welding inode was not Midi done. It is, hoMi-M-r, cieilitable to the smiths ot the time that the\ coiilil 
maniinilate such heavy masses in thoir forges." 

2 (J 2 
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Mooii, one or other oi vliicln aeeordiiig to Puranie niythologv. lie allows and 
thereby produces an eclipse, lie is represented as a giot.-siiiie gMimlne monster 
with grizzly hair and moustaches and two iinmeiise canine tfa'tli piojeiting 
from the upper jaw. In his right hand lie holds a crescenl. .ind in liis bdt. 
a broken object, which 31r. iStirling take.s for a hatchet and Hr. .Milra bn the 
Sun, but which reallv looks like a repetition ot the crescent held in the right 
hand. He has no legs. The ninth hgure is Kitn. or the descending node, tlie 
oppressor of the stars. The lower half oi liis body t.ikes tin' lorni ot a s(*i- 
pent's tail, which coils right and left in such a way that the loops at I'ither 
side give the inijiression of a figuri' seated cros.s-h'gged like the other figures, 

(Stilling described the sixth (Venus) as a female ; but it is a male figuie. like 

the others. 

The interior of the jdtpuolKin was ([uite plain, without any carvings, and 
tib feet sijuare. It was filled with sand in liXi.'f by llie order id the Hon ble 
J. A. Hoiirdillon, C.S.l., then Lieiitenantd iovernor id' Bengal, as this was believed 
to be the onlv wa^' to jireseiA'c the iiioniiinent from further decay. 

The Deni. ()f the main tower, or i/ea/. only a small portion now remains. 

The arrangement of the different jiarts id the ti'iiijile. as also their design and 

niouldings, is the same as in the : but being on a larger scale the 

mouhlings are deeper and bolder and the ditfi'reiit scrolls and Horal di’signs more 
[irominent. The moulding above the .st}’lobate is 13 ft. 9 ins. high, and similar to 
that in the jaipHolidti . Above it are the panels or niches containing the 
figures id grifhiis. again as in the juf/inohdn . but ot a larger size. In the 
central projections, or rahccjxif/ds. of tlii' three sides (south, west, and north) 
there are. at this level, three \'ery fiiii' statues ot the Sun god. carved in full 

relief on large ddorite slabs. The images are approached by two flights of 

sti'ps on the right and left, which also si'ia'c to separate the main temple from 
the smaller temples on its three sides. 

Till' statue on the south side is S ft. •> iiis. high, has the matted hair of an 
ascetic, and wears stockings, elaborate d/ioB. and ornaments. At the feet of 
the figure sits his legless eharioti'er Anii.ia driving the se\'en hoises. There 

are a number id attendants carveil on the pedi'stal and on the back slab, some 
seated and others standing. Xear tlie shoulders of the deity is a small seated 
figure of \'ishnu on the proper left, and of Hrahma on the right. 

d’he figure on the we.st is vi'iy similar to the one described above, except 
that the god wears a crown and that the four-armed figure ovi'r its left shoulder 
is not that id’ t'ishnu noiu* of his svmbols being indicated. The image on the 
north side differs from the other two. inasmuch as the Sun god is shown here 
as riding on a fine horse elaborati'ly decorated with ornaments. The charioteer 

has been dispensed with, but in other iletails the statue is similar lo the other 
two figures. 

Above the dado id panels eoiitaining the griffins and the three ehlorite 
statues of th(' Sun god, the temple is wdiollv ruined and the striictiiri' missing, 
except for a small portion on the ea.st face where it is jiuned to the /ur/- 
7»ohan. Here can sfill be seen a broad moulding .separating the lower ])anels 
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Ijdiii tli(‘ Upper ones, wliicli contain, not obscene figures as asserted l.)y Mr. 
Jii<liuii Swaiup (" KoixuhIm. p. 2o), but single female figures standing in grace- 
ful attitudes. One of these figui'es still remains in situ. According to tire 
rui'i 'I’emple Kecords. the total height of the temple from the ground was 
174 feet to the top of the steeple, and 22.5 feet up to the top of the dhvaja 
or fiae. It w.is. therefore, the highe.st of the Ori.ssa temples. The intermediate 
or tal.N<‘ roof of the temple was probably flat and supported on solid iron 
beams, .some of whicli were found in the cell at the time of its clearance. 
Tlie intei'ior of the Temple is quite plain, except for a moulding of three plain 
bauds runiiino- along the walls at a height of 4 ft. 10 ins. from the floor, which is 
paved with chlorite slabs. In the west half of the chamber is placed a large 
ennate Sim/ulsanu of chlorite — the throne of the image which was removed to 
Pmi in the 16th ceiiturv A.D. The Simlidsaua measures 1.3 ft. by 8 ft. 3 ins. 


including jjrojections. and is 5 ft. 9 ins. high. 

The pas.sage from the jarpuahan to the temple has now been blocked up. 
E.xternally. the side walls (on the north and south) of the passage are decorated 
with ])ilasters and scroll work runuirig right up to the roof r)f the japutoJian^ 
in order to disconnect the mouldings and carvings on that building from those 


of the main temple, which differ in height. There are two .sets of figures on 
this portion, the upj)er one of an obscene nature, ami the lower one depicting 

a lion with rider, .standing over an elephant. 

Projecting from three sides of the temple and built close against its walls 
are three snmll shriues on the ninth, south, and west. One of the objects 
of those minor shrines appears to have been aesthetic, nz.. to lend additional 
mass to the basement of the temple, which would otherwise appear to be too 
small in relation to the great height of the tower. The roofs of the,se small 
temples were flat on the outside and approached by the .same staircases which 
led up to the three statues of the dun god. The interior cells covered by these 
roofs are about 11 ft. ~ ios. square. T'he northern chamber contains the drain 
from the main temple : but the other two had each an image of a god placed 
in a small niche made for the purpose. Over ti.e entrance of each chamber was 
the usual Xaca/p-aha architrave, and in front a porih with three doorways, 
one in each side. The whole, taking in the walls, formed a huildiug about 36 
feet s(|uare, constructed in the puurhamlln style, and decorated externally in 
conformitv ’with the plinth of the temj.le. The walls of the.se shrines have 
almost entirelv disaiipeared : only a portion about 12 feet high now exists 


intact on the .south side. i ^ 

The ruin of the Pdack Pagoda was probably due fo the fall ot the tower, 

a cdimity which is the subject of many theoiies. Stirling considercul that the 
qip‘,i,lation was originally start, al by an earth., uake or lightning, and that the 
effV. ts of weather and other cau.sc's ha.steued the ,)rocc>s.ses of decay. Fergmsson 
ascribc'cl the fall to the sinking ol the foundations, and IMitra and Hunter 
,,i' th(> .same opinion ; but iliinter exprcs.sed a doubt as to whether the 
temple was ever conqileted. Mr. fl. Arnotf. Siqierinteiidiiig Engineer, attri- 
buted drc faT <d' the tower to insiiiliciency cd wcuglit at tlu' top, which points 
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to a fault in the design. Hut .Mr. JJisliiin Swarup, aUn (,f flu- Ihildic W'ork.s 

Dej'iartnient. l)elieves that the weight at tin- top of the tower iim.-'t liax'e liec-i! 
adequate originally, and sugge.sts that A'dh? Pnhar or -<01110 other iconoclast niiist 
have removed the fuiialal: from tlie to]) in order tliat the temple might collap.se 
in course ot time. 'J’his theory is donhtfid : tor tiie Tenqile e.vhihits no sign.s 

t)f iconoclastic furv : and the vi-ia’ ])roininent statues ol rlu- Sun god and the 

Aruna pillar which were removed from it in the 1 7th and IStli ceutur\' res- 
pectively and flow .stand in front ot tlie Puii tein|)le are undamaged and welt 

preserved even at this date. Pai't of the tower to a height (d ahoiit I2(t feet 

was still standing wlien Stirling visited tlie place in 1S2:? ; it was also in 

existence in 1837. when I''ergusson madi- a drawing ot it ; hut had entiielv 

collapsed in 18ti9 when visited liy Dr. H. ]j. IMitra. The juesent remains are 

only about o(» ft. high ahoxa- the jilintli. 

The SdtiiKiiid H'. Some .50 feet east of the Black Pagoda is situated the 
iidIjtKihil O' or dancing hall, a ma.ssive structure with a high ])lmth constructed 

on a mouhled stvlohate. 
The plinth is 11 ft. 9 ins. 
high including the stylo- 
hate. and is relieved wit h 
a nunila-r of narrow 
liilaster.s carved witli re- 
jiresonfations of temples, 
and with h-male tigiii'esen- 
gageil in dancing, singing 
or |)laying U])on musical 
instrmm-nts. Each pilas- 
ter is relieved with three 
rows of figures ; a horizon- 
tal moulding. 1 I ins. deep, 
.separating the 2nd and 
the 3rd row. and another 
ahout 2 feet deep occurring al)o\-e the third row of figuivs. 'I’he plinth 
forms a ])latform aliout 74 feet stpiare. e.vciiiding the steps on tin- four 
sides. 

1 he superstructure, which is rei-essed from tlie main ])linth to leax'c a lu-rm of 
11 feet all around, is ahout .52 feet sipiare, and has a smaller ])linth of its own 
4 ft. () ins. high, relieved with pam-ls containing miniatun- ti-mples and femah* 
figures hetween two m-atlx' ornamented mouldings. 'I’he walls recede ahout 
1 ft. t) ins. from the plinth, and as ri-gards ornamentation mav he di\-ided 
into si.\ horizontal divisions. 1 hi* lowest is a hand of mouldings, and tlu- next 
one a series of panels similar to tho.se on the jiliuth helow. hut larger and more 
])iotusel\ decorated. ()\ei the panels ooiir otla-r mouldings, followed by a 
second s(-t ol jianels. above which is a third hand of mouldings similar in out- 
line but soim-what differently decorated. 'riie sixth jiart embraci-s thi- corbel- 
ling in su|)[iorb of tlie lintels over the ojieuings. 'The upper half of the corbel- 
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lino- is relieved witli beautiful lutus petals carved iu a wav suggestive of the 
volutes of an Ionic column. 

Thi^ total lieio-ht of tlie walls is 10 ft, 8 ins. under the lintels, which are 

-h* L he _oiime moxildin^s over the lintels have all disappeared, as 
also has the roof. 

Ihie lulthKiiidif is an open structure with one large and two small openings 

in each side except the north, where the smaller openings are closed with 

masonrv winch is ornamented with appropriate carvings and mouldings. The 
central oi)ening^ are 10 feet wide, the smaller ones only o feet. In front of 
each of the larger openings are two pillars, each 2 ft. 1 in. in diameter. They 
have moulded bases (2 ft. 10 ins. high) and ornamented shafts 3 ft. 9 ins. high with 
a row of sculptured musicians on the lower portion, scroll work in the middle, 

and khiiiii)d'/ia heads, from which droop pearl garlands, at the top. The capitals, 

2 leet in height, consisted ol a three-handed moulding surmounted by a cruci- 
form-shaped lotus flower of great beauty. Above this was the corbelling to 
su])port the lintels. 

The interior is 3(i ft. (i ins. s(|uare and is divided into a. nave and two aisles 

by four massive pillars (7 ft. square in plan) wliich supported the ceiling. For 

the first three feet above the floor 

these pillars are ijuite plain. The 
(h'coration abo\-e consists of a mouldiim 

O 

surmounted by a row of five jrilasters 
on each side, on which are carved 
figures of females and griffins standing 
on lotus pedestals. Over the pilasters 
inns another moulding followed bv a 
.second set of pilasters relieved with 
male and femah' musicians. W hen the 
iiilhiKmdir was cleared of sand and 
deJiris, a fine (ddoiate statue of the 
Sun god measuring ((> ft. 3 ins. b\' 3 ft.) 
was found in the inteiior. standing 
on a peilestal against one of the 
massive ]nllars. 'I'he statue of whiidi 
an illustration is inset (Fig. KiO) was 
originally ]dac('d in tlu> west oi- baidc 
ni(he (d' the .Maya Devi ’lemple. 

The main apju'omh to the iid/- 

Fi.c Itio. -Bla.k l-.woUn. st.uM,- ..t stMv.i hhiihH,- Was on the east. The flight 

in tli.-sn.lpanv si.r.l. Kan.-u-ak. j,, thud<ed by 

high side-wails id which the outm’ laces are I'tdievtal with ]dain mouldings and 
[lilasters dex'oid of all ornanu'iit. In li'ont ol the Nleps are two cidossal lions 
standing on cnmcliing (dt'pliaiits. (‘acli holding a ) u/s/m in its trunk. 

The T(iiijtl(‘ (if M(li/(1 Den. \ tew yard.s to the MUith-west of the ISIack 
Ikigoda, are I h(‘ plinth .ind walls ol a small femjtle. dedicated, according 
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to tlie Tkinl of tl.e Puri Temple, to Mnya Devi, tiie eiiiel tiun.ile 

deity of tlie place. Like the Hlaek Pagoda, this temple al^, oommM. oI a 
poreJi and a saaetuary. which stand on a common moulded plinili ss It. I.v 
5:> ft. and 9 ft, .4 ins. high. Tin' outer walL am decorated cvaiily in tiie 

same wav a.s those of the /uf/nmAf/// in the .M^dn lemple. many oi the 
Jmnian figures being obscene. In the outer nielie.s ol the temple ueie three 
statue.s of the !Sun god. two of which ,ire still m silu. I he image in tlie 

north niche is .5 feet higli. wears the usual soeks. and i- "hown as liding 

a hor.se. The head and hatuls of the .southern image, whieli is standing, 
aie broken; but the .socks leave no doubt as to its identity. I he sfanie 

from the cvesteiit niche was removed l>y sciineoiie ami set nji lor worship 

in tJie ii>lhiKijnl ti'. wliere it was found when the interior of that building 

was cleared of .sand and deluis. It is m.iw placed in tlie Sculptuie Shed. 
Tii(‘ eiiti'ance to the ]toreii is on the east and in front of it is a ])latloiin. 

a part of which was ciavered bv a portico. J he dooiwa}' had a elihnite 

frame of which oiil\' one stone (2 It. I in. by I it. .f ins.) leniaius, It was 
decorated in the .same way as the door jatnbs cd the ya/y//o//a// in the 

3fain Temple. 

d'he inferior of the poi'cli is 28 ft. .3 ins. scjuare. and the jilainincss of its walls 
is ndieved onh" bv four .sipiate pila.stens on each .side decorated with niches 
Containing female figure.s. Tn the nortli and soutli walls are windows (li ft. 4 ins. 
scpiari') at a height of .j feet from the floor. The openings are closed by four 
balusters caiwed with female figures on the outside. I he roof of tin' porch 
internallv commenced at a height of 7 ft. (> ins., where the corners of the S([uare 
cliaiiiber ari' cait b\' diagonal stones, eacli l.j ins. thick, carved with elejihants, etc., 
on the front. Four such corbel-.stoues projecting one beyond the other at each 
coriu'r jeduced the spiiaia' to a regular’ octagon, of wJiich the angles were, presiim- 
afd\'. cut again and again until the span was sufficiently I’ediiced to talce the final 
roofing slalis ; but milv a few of tlie.se stones are e.xtant now. 1 hey rested oi’igin- 
allv on iron beams 4 to 4 inches thick, which have long since been I’emoved. 

The jiassage hetweeii the poi'eh and the sauctnary is 8 ft. 4 ins. wide, the door 
being onlv 4 ft. in width. Dn tiie lower portions ol the incomplete door jambs 

are carved a pot-liellierl .Siva and Yaimiiia to right and a four-armed \ishnu 

and Oaiigii to left ; aliove them are two vertical liands ornamented with a \'ine 
creejier. in the loops of which appear cheruhs. and //m/f.s- with double serjient- 

tails. Till' lintel stone was sujiported on iron heaiiis. hut both lintid and 

heam^ have disajijieared. 

4 he iiuerior of the sunetuarv is (|uite plain, with a recess 7 ft. 4 ins. wide 

and I ft. deep in the middle ot each side. I’lu' masonry jilatform for the 

suhlidsfUKt OI’ throne of the deitv measures 7 ft. fi ins. by (i ft. ](• ins. 

si nief II /'('s ii'illini the (•i>7ii jion ti(l . t)l the otlu'r striietiires standing 
witliin the eompoiiiid tew trace's remain. An old well, about 7 f li'et in diameter 
still exists to the north of tln' jit/itnohoti . ( llo.se to it on the south-west 

are indications ot the jiliiith ot a building and to north-east of the jaiii)ioli(i)>. 

art' two other platforms, one 9t> ft. by 27 ft. the other 17 ft. sr|uare, proliahly 
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also the plinths of buildings. Out of the basement of a fourth structure is 
now growing a banyan tree. 

Four other structures can also be traced on the south-east side. One 
of these was a large open building, of which the broken pillars are still stand- 
ing. A well to north of this pillared hall is now entirely silted up. 

In front of the jagmohan was originally a monolithic pillar of cholxite, 
33 ft. 8 ins. high and carrying a figure of Aruna on the top. It was removed to 
Puri by the Marathas, and set up in front of the Lions Gate of the Puri Temple. 

Two large sculptured elephants stand in front of the north gateway of 
the jagmohan, and a couple of war-horses occupy a similar position on the 

south. The elephants, 
which are 6 ft. 9 ins. 
high, and stand on sep- 
arate stone platforms- 
measuring 15 ft. by 
11 ft. by 4 ft. 6 ins. 
high, are decorated with 
ornamental strappings 
and ropes with bells at 
the ends. The elephant 
on the east holds an 
armed 1 aksha in its 
trunk, and is about to 
trample him under foot ; 
the Yaksha held in 
the trunk of the other 
Pio. ifii.— Black PatriKia. .Stone iioiM-. Kon.'d-ak. elephant has been lost , 

but another, depicted as being crushed under its belly, still remains. 

The horses are 5 ft. higli and. like the elephants, stand on separate 

masourv platform.s. They are elal.orately ornamented, bridled and saddled, and 
are each attended liy a gntom running at the side. In each group two 

Yakslum. holding shields and swords, have been crushed down by the stallions. 

These tigures of horses and elephants are all n> the round. 

In concluding this account the following brief extract from a Conservation 
Note bv Sir John Marshall dated 28th February. 1905, may be quoted : - 

There is no mouuineut of Hinduism I think that is at once so stnpen ous 
and .so perfectly proportioned as the Black Pagoda, and none which leaves .so 
deep an impre.ssion on the memorv. When Fergu.sson wrote of it so admiringly 
he had seen but half of its beauty. The deep and richly carved basement 

with the horses and chariots of the Sun God had not been unearthed in his 
day. nor were any traces visible of the mas.sive dancing hall in front which 
makes such a splendid addition to the main building.” 

Besides the dancing hall mentioned above, the clearance of the Temple 

compound also revealed the Temple of Maya Uevi and the basements of some 

other structures. The work of coirservation carried out. at the temple has been 

2 s 
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a particularly arduous and exjiensive one. In order to j)revenr the strong 
drift of sand from covering these monunieuts again, it \vas considered advisable 
to plant Casuariiia trees along tlie western and southern si(h's ot the tenij)le 
court. They have grown up A'ery well and aft’oi'd a real and jjerniaiu'nfc 
protection. 

Attached to the temple is a museuin in which have l)een ke])t for safe 
custodv the broken sculptures found iu the vicinity of the tenpile. 

The name Black Pagoda was given to the temple by the crews id coasting 
vessels, for whom it served as a prominent landmark. The earliest mention 

of this name appears in the diary 
of Sii' Stevnsham .Master. Agent 
and Governor of Fort St. George, 
Madras, iu 167-5 A.D. 

The road from Puri lies through 
heavy .sands bereft of every trace 
of verdure or water, save foi- the 
Ivushabhandara stream, some 14 miles 
from that town, d'ho Bhuvanesvara 
Boad is much better, e.xcept for 
alanit 2 miles where it runs through 
the river lieds, d’lieie is no village 
witliin two miles of the temple, and 
with the exception of milk and eggs 
no provisions can be had locally. 
.V small Inspection Jlungalow has 
been constructed near the temple, 
where visitoi's may halt. 

The 'I’enijile llocords of Puri 
(Muiiddbi P(ibp) ascribe the con- 
struction of the Pagoda to Raja 
Xarsingha lleva of the Gaiiga 
dynasty who ruled from A.D. 1238 



Flo. 162. — Bliir-k Paunda, StatiK! of Oai'iL'a in the to 1264. I lllS date WaS accepted 
* !)y many scliolais as correct ; but 

Fergiisson traverses it on the ground of its lanng inpiossilile that “ after the 
erection of so degraded a specimen of the art as the temjile of Puri (A.D. 
1174). he style lo'er could have* nn'erted to anything so beautiful ” as tlie 
Black Pagoda of Konaiak. Fergusson's views are further suppoited by 

Abul Fazl s statement in his whme the tenpile is described as 

730 vears old, and therefore a momnmmt of the latter half of the Otli 


century .\.D. I’lie name oi tin- liiiilder is uncertain. 


i'll : ill) Giidil : (/) 1.. M. 15.. .).‘5-!-.‘>.7 : Di.st. (hizet.. Puri. 272-2iS| ; Hunter’s 

Orissa. I. 28S-!)!) S. 15., XIX. 81-01 ; A. 8. R.. b. ( l9U5-(»(;) 12-13, and (1!)06-(I7), l;5-]5 ; 

FeigusMin's Ind, .\reli.. 11, 10.5-07 ; Bisliim SwarQp'.s • Konaraka. ” l.'l-Slt ; (/,) 260, 373-77, 
422 2 s, ,a7S-S7. .a8'J-c,17. 601-07, 1762-61, 1043-60. 107(077, 22.54-71. 
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Puri. 

No. 124. --{a) The Atharanala Bridge. 

(6) About two miles north-east of Puri ou the Madhopur or Atharanala stream, which was an 
important waterway some centuries ago and separated the mainland from the sandy ridges of 
Puri, (c) Government ; {,!) Ila ; (e) According to the Palm-leaf Eecord Purushottmm C Un~ 
drila (p. -13). the bridge was built by Raja Matsya of the Kesarl Dynasty who ruled between 
1035 and 1050 A.D. 

if) budge is constructed of laterite and sandstone and traverses about 
276 feet of waterway by means of 19 spans of the horizontal corbel construc- 



Fic. 163. — Atharaiirda Britlsre, Puri. 

tion characteri.stic of Hindfi work. The piers of tlie arches are 38 ft. 4 ins, 
deep. 6 ft. 8 ins. wide (except the two central ones which are a little over 8 ft. 
in width) and alanit 8l, ft. higli to the lowest corlielling, where the span is 
8 ft. to 8 ft. 3 ins. wide. Five overlajipiiig corbels intervene to reduce the .span, 
which at the top course ineasure.s some 2.1 feet. This space is cro.ssed by large 
laterite slabs each about 4| feet long, 'fhe bridge gradually ri.scs from the sides 
towards the middle, where the 9th and 10th piers have ten overlapping courses 
on the inner side, necessitated by the greater width of the central span, which 
measures 14 ft. .5 ins. wide and 18 ft. 2 ins. high. The abrupt increase in the 
size of this bav. however, produces a somewhat awkward appearance in those 
on either side of it. owing to the lop-sided effect of the une(|ual corbelling. 
The s])ans on (uuh side of the central opening are also wider than the others 
flatd<iug fluMii and measure 10 ft. .> ins. acro.ss. 

Above the openings is a plain cornice-band of slight jirojection, originallv 
decorated at intervals with rude figures of lions and elephants, all of 
which exce])t three on the east face have now disappeared. The brick 
parapc't on either side of the road over the bridge is apparently a modern 
addition. 

2 s 2 



298 


LIST OF AJsCIENT MONU^IE^’TS iX THK BIHAR AX'D ORISSA PROVINTE. 


The abutments at the ends ol the bridge are rounded on botli ."ide.^. the 
curve being carried bach to a distance of about 20 lei't. the nioie elfecti\'ely 
to resist water action. The corners at the l)ase of the piers have also lieen 
rounded off on the east face., from wliich it would ajipear that the stream 
used to flow from east to west. 

(g) None, (h) Good ; (j) L. A. M. B.. 488 : A. B., X^ , 337-38 ; Hunter's Orissa. I, p. 276, 
note 214; and p. 277 : Fergusson's Ind. Arch. II. 113 : Dist. Gazet... Puri. 186 : (k) 1193, 
2272-75. 
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